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— JIs1... —ronoc maructpa TemHoro VckyccTBa ObL1 TOJIOH NIIyXOM, C TPYZIOM CAEPHKUBAEMON
SIPOCTH.

S Morna ero nNoHATH: MHE ObI TOXKE OBLIO HENMPUATHO, eciii Obl Puan 3a Moeil ciuHoi umen
KaKHe-TO CEKpeThl ¢ Moel matepbto. C Ipyroi CTOpPOHBI, MO MaMa HHKOTO B CBOCH JKM3HU HE
yOuBaa, 0cCOOEHHO BOT TAaKMM BOT KapJHMHAJIBHBIM H HETPEICKa3yeMbIM 00pa3oMm.

Maructp TeMHOW Maruy, WieH opaeHa beccMepTHBIX, BPEMEHHBIM MpPaBUTENb TpEeThEro
KOPOJIEBCTBA, JIOpA-AupeKTop Puan Thep npucTasbHO CMOTpPEN HA MEHS YEPHBIMU, HEIPOHUIIAEMO
YEpHBIMU [M1a3aMu... CTOJIBKO HETOHUMAHHUS, CTOJIBKO sIpocTH!

— Crout 11 MHE O’)KUJATh €lIe CIOPIIPU30B? — TPeOOBATEIBHO TIOMHTEPECOBAICS JIOPA-TUPEK-
TOP.

— He 3nato, Puan, y MeHs TM4YHO CUJI y’KE€ HU HA YTO HE OCTAJIOCh, — TUXO MPU3HAIACh .

Maructp yKOpU3HEHHO IOCMOTPEI Ha MEHS U BBILLIEN.

A s ocranack CTOSITh BCE B TOM ke Oyayape nmneparpuisl. Psyom, ensa Puan ymen, 060-
3Haumiics FOpao, a nopa HaaBup, He oOpaitiast HM Ha KOTO BHUMaHUS, IPOIOJIKIIL JIEKATh Ha IO,
PacKUHYB PYKH ¥ HOTH.

— To ecTb npsAIMO TYT? — HELOBEPUUBO CIIPOCUJT IPAKOH.

— JlenoM 3aiiMuCh, — TONPOCHIIA 51, TIOTIPABIIsAsS PyKaB pyOallkH.

C MomeHTa youicTBa UMIIepaTpuibl TeMHOW HMITIEpUH MHUHOBAJIO He OoJIee rmoiryJyaca; JeIu
Teep, HE omycKasi HUKaKMX pa3roBOPOB, OTIIPaBMIIA BCEX 3aHUMATHCS CBOMMH J€JIaMH, a MEHs
HepeHecsa B akaIeMuIo, 4ToOb! s nepeojenack. Ha obpatHom mytu Tanruppa 3axBatuiia u3 joma
nopaa-aupekropa FOpao u CuactiuBuMKa, KOTOpbIE B KOMIAHUH CTPUIOs TOBOJUIIN THOMA-CUETO-
BOJIA JI0 KCTEPUKH IIOCPEACTBOM CIIOPOB MO IMyHKTaM OpauHoro forosopa. Ilepenecs Haury Tpouity
Ha MecTO yOuicTBa, HeoObIYaitHO MpauHas Jiean Thep ckoMaHoBalIa:

— Nmure.

W ucuesna Bo Bcronoxax 30J0TOTO MIAMEHH.

Tenepp MbI ulIEM.

— OnHOTO HE MOTY MOHSATh, — Ipou3Hec HaaBup, — 4TO MBI TyT JTOJIKHBI UCKaTh?

S momyana. FOp He cBOAMII ¢ MEHSI BCTPEBOKEHHOI'O B3IVIs/1a, B UTOI'€ HEHABSI3UMBO MTOMH-
TEpeCcoBaJCs:

— Xouyemb NepeKycuThb?

Mens 3amyTHIIO.

Od¢uriep Hounoit cTpasku BBIBOABI CAETA Cpa3y U XMYpPO MTPOU3HEC:

— Tonbko HE TOBOPH, YTO YOHIICTBO MPOU3OIILIO HA TBOUX IT1a3ax.

He ckazana, oH n caM Bce MOHSII.

— Bor besnna! — Beipyrancs IOp, pazBepHyn MeHs K ceOe, 00HSIT U THXO, TaK, 9T00 HE yCIIbI-
mran Haasup, npomenran: — [lomiaub, nerde craHer.

— A ecnm He cTaHeT? — CIIPOCHIIA 51, YTKHYBIIMCH JIOOM B €r0 pyOarky.

— Craner, — 3aBepui Mens FOp. — M xBarut onacarbcsi OIMOKH B COOCTBEHHBIX BBIBOJAX U
IPEINOTI0KEHUSX, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €€ yOuia He Tbl, a Jenu Treep.
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W3mareiBaromuii 1eHb, O€CCOHHAs HOUb, IPUKJIIOUEHUS C YTpa U BOT 3TO... A BIEpeu elle
cBaJb0a KpOHMPUHIECCHl U 0ajl, HAa KOTOPOM MEHS *JAET MpEACTaBICHUE KO ABopY. S yxe Tak
ycTalia, YTO MHE IIPOCTO XOTEJIOCh JI€Ub, BLIOPOCUTH BCE U3 FOJIOBBI K BOOOIIE HU O YEM HE AyMarTh.

OTKpbLIach 1BEPD.

— A s Tebe ckaza, Iep KM 3TOTO YIIACTOTO OT Hee MOAAJIbIIe, — IPOU3HEC MarucTp DIuioxap,
CyZis II0 BCEMY, MOSIBUBILIUIICS BO JBOpILIE B HApyIlIEHUE MpuKasa jgenu Teep.

— Bce ckazan? — rm1yxo cripocui J0pa-aupeKTop, OCie Yero s ycaslmana: — HaaBup, xBaTur
1300pakaTh HOCTAJIBIUIO O KOLIAYbEeH JKU3HH.

— S u3oOpakat0o HOCTaJbIMIO IO TMOJ3YYHMM BPEMEHaM, — OTBETWJ JAPAKOH, MPOAOIKas
JIeKaTh Ha IOTY.

— U xak? — HacMenuIMBO NOUMHTEpecoBascs Puan, moaxoas Ko MHE U BIIaCTHO OTO/IBUTasi OT
IOpao. — Hamen Bxon?

Camoe uHTepecHoe, uTo Jopa Thep sIBUIICS HE C MyCTHIMU pyKaMH, a ¢ OyTHUIKOM KPacHOTO
BuHa. [logomenmmii Maructp Dmoxap npoTsaHyn HaMm ¢ FOpao no 6okany. MHe Kak-To coBceM
HEXOPOLLO CTajo. A TyT €llle ¥ BOIIPOC MarucTpa yAuBUII, €CIIA YECTHO.

— Kakoii Bxon? — S o3amauenno nocMoTtpena Ha Puana.

— boxkan. — Jlopa-aupeKTop BIOXKWI €r0 B MOM JIpOXKAlllMe Mallblibl, 3aCTaBHJI CXKaTb Xpy-
CTaJIbHYIO HOXKY. — HaaBup — pakoH, — MPOAOIIKUI MarucTp, — y JIpakoHOB €ro poJa €CTh YHU-
KaJIbHast CIIOCOOHOCTh — BUJICTh.

— U naxe 6e3 04koB, — 0TO3Bascs CUaCTIMBYHK, ITPOIOIDKAS JIeKaTh Ha TOTy. — Bxoza Her,
aopa Teep. OTUETANBO UyBCTBYETCS LIaXTa, HOA3EMENbE, UyTh CMEIIEHHOE B CTOPOHY BOCTOYHOTO
KpbLjIa IBOPLIOBOTO KOMILJIEKCA, HO BXO/1a HET.

A s BApYT NojlymMasia: Kak OHU TOrja OOHapy kUM BXOJ] B oJBa U3 KomMHatbl Mrappsl bonot-
HOM, TOM CaMO¥ HEYUCTH, KOTOpast MbITajack NOAYMHUTH Hac ¢ KOpao u aeprkana B meny Jlorepa?

— Jlopn HaaBup, a BbI, citydaeM, He nomoranu IOpao B pacciieqoBaHuu, MOCi€ TOTO Kak
Apnam noaseprces arakyrouemy 3akiasaTiio «['HeB ConHuay»?

CyacTnMBUMK COBCEM IO-KOUIaybH, MPUOTKPHUI OAMH IJIa3, XUTPO MOCMOTPEN HA MEHS U
HOMHTEPECOBAJICA:

— Tr1 0 TOM ciyuae, Koraa Harpajuia ICTUHHOTO 30JI0TOT0 IpakoHa? — 5| He moHsa.

Op yrounun:

— OH npo apakoHa 010XacToro.

Maructp Dmioxap METHYJ YAMBIEHHBIN B3N Ha Puana, 1OpA-IUpEeKTOp OTpearupoBai
MHMOJICTHOM, €/IBa 3aMETHOM YJBIOKOH. 3aTeM HaIOJHWI MOW OOKand BHHOM, BTOPOM, HAXOs-
muiics B pykax HOpao, Taxxke OblJ1 HAIOJIHEH AOBEPXY, OCIIE YETO MAarucTp NPOU3HEC!

— Ileit, — mue u — ObicTpO — HatiTecy.

BuHO 1 TeMHBIE TIOpABI — OITACHAsA CMECh.

— Puan... — BO3MyIlIEHHO Hayasa .

Dr10Xap XOXOTHYI, @ 3aTEM HEOKUJAHHO KECTKO MPOU3HEC!

— Cnymraiire, [IpFOpe, y Bac nomuaca, 4To0bl pacKpbITh 3TO Aeio. J[7s1, BUHO He 6ernoe, pac-
cnabbes. A BpemeHu maio. Tak 4to 3a paboTy.

— 3a kaky1o? — Moii KpuK, HaBEpHOE, U B KOPUJOPE CIIbIILIAIH.

BenbixHyno anoBo miiams, oTpesast Hac ¢ MarucTpoM OT BCETO0 MHUpPa, U B TO K€ MCHOBEHHE
JOPI-ITUPEKTOP CKIOHHMIICS K MOMM Ty0am, 3aCTaBIIsis MPOBAIHUTHCS BECh MUP B Oe31Hy. S 3acto-
HaJla, MOMbITajdach OTCTPAHUTHCSA, HO YXKE B CIIEAYIOIee MIHOBEHUE MIPHKajJach K HEMY, OTBeuas
Ha nouenyi... CekyHza... BTOpas... TPETHS. ..

— He Jlueppa Obla BO 11aBe 3aroBOpPa, — BBIIOXHYI Maructp Thep.

U g 3amepia.

A PuaH, ¢ HEXHOCTbIO IS B MOU U3yMJICHHBIE I1a3a, IPOAOIIKII:
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— JI2s1, ¢ MOMEHTa OOHAPYKEHUS MICUE3HOBEHUS PyKOITMCHOW KHUTY Y€JIOBEYECKUX MPOKIIS-
TUHM UMIIepaTpuLia Tomnajia 1noj nojgo3peHue. Bcnomuu, nMeHHo Onarogapsi Te0e U BhIICHUIIACh €€
IPUYACTHOCTb.

S 3agymanach, HOTOM BCIIOMHMJIA M ILIEIOTOM CIIPOCHJIA!

— DTO0 KorjJa s B UMIIEpaTOpCKoil OubnunoTreke Opasia mecto Tom xpecromaruu no Cmep-
TEJIbHBIM MPOKIIATUAM?

— Ja, poaHasi, — HEXXHBIN NOLENYH, — U KOrJa CTOJKHYynack ¢ Jlaprom. Tak mMbl y3Ha/IH, 4TO
KHUTY Opaja 1 umreparpuia. 3a Heil Obuta ycTaHoBiIeHa cinexka. Ciaeauiy mocTossHao. Mo J1yd-
mMe crnenuanuctel. Jineppa k 3aropopy nNpoTuB UMIIEpPATOpa UMEJIa OTHOILIEHUE, HO HE OHA HaXo-
JII1ach B Balllell KOHTOpPE B MOMEHT, KOIjia Kapparu atakoBaiau ApaaMm. He ona nepeHocuiach B
Tpetbe koposeBcTBO. M He OHA BUepa mblTajgach HaracTh Ha Da. Thl omrbnack.

WU g nepecrana aplmars.

— Ilomyaca. — Puan BHOBb OCTOPOKHO nouesioBal. — MimuTe 3amenku, BCe, 4TO TOJIBKO BO3-
MOYHO. BbliBUTaiiTe caMble HEBEPOSTHBIE TUIIOTE3bI — BPEMsI I0KA3aJ10, YTO UMEHHO OHU U BEPHBI.
Te1, Halitec m HaaBup — Benukonennas komanna. eiictyiite. S He Oyay mpHBIEKaTh CBOUX —
OHM HUYETo He OOHApYKUJIU 33 UCTEKIINI Mecsll, BPSJ JIU CyMEIOT ceifuac, Tak 4To BaM TPOUM U
KapThl B pyku. Haiinere, Bo ums be3nusl, s Oyny ropf 3a Te0si, HET — B JTI0OOOM Cily4ae UMIIEpaTop
HUKOT/Ia HE Y3HaeT 00 ommoKe, a mociie cBagp0b1 AIUTEPPHI, €Ba TOOIWHBI CKPOIOTCS B TIOPTAJE,
s pa3bepy ABOpELl IO KaMELIKY, HO Hally 3Ty TBapb. Y TeOs monyaca, pogHasi.

Eme ogun nouenyi, u ¢ yabIOKO#H:

— DTO TO BUHO, YTO TBIO 51, KOTJ]a COBEPILIEHHO BHIMOTAaH, a JeHCTBOBaTH HeoOxonumo. Tebe
u Haiitecy nonnurka HyXHa, JpakoHy — HET. JlepKu, — Apyroil pykoi s cxKajia rOPJbILIKO MPOTS-
HYTOW OYTBUIKH, — ThI CIIPABUILILCS, S YBEPEH.

OH nouenoBajn CHOBa, OYEHb HEXHO, a 3aTe€M, €/1Ba OTCTPAHWIICS, TIaMs yracio.

S crosna, HECKOJIBKO TOMHUTENBHBIX CEKYH]] IS B €r0 YEPHBIE, UyTh MEpIAIOIINE IJ1a3a.
3areM OTXJIeOHYyJIa BUHA U, BCE TaK K€ CMOTPs HAa MarucTpa, LIernoToM CIpOCHUIIa:

— A 4T0 yepe3 nonyaca?

— IlpuOkIBaeT cBUTa MPUHIA TOOTMHOB, TBOpEIl OYyIET MOTHOCTHIO H30JUPOBaH, Jto0ast
Marus moJi 3alpeTom, — OTBeTHI1 PuaHn.

Maructp Dmioxap ¢ yCMeIKkoi 100aBui:

— U HauHeTcd urpa no-KpynHomy, NpeiecTb MOsi: UM MPEACTOUT y3HATh, KAK MHOTO CyMeln
ceNaTh Mbl, HAM OCTaHETCs rajaTh, yJaJ0Ch JU MPOCYUTATh BCE MPUIIACEHHBIE 3arOBOPIIUKAMU
«CIOPIIPU3BD».

A cropnpuzoB Oyzet mHOrO. M ecniu Puan nipaB, u sienu Thep yOuna He Ty caMyro MOPCKYIO
BebMY, TOTa... MHe BAPYT CTaJo CTPALIHO.

— Moxer, Bbl kKak-HHOYIb 0e3 [[pu oboiinerecs? — Bee elie ¢ mosia monHTepeconayics Cuact-
JIUBYHK.

— Jost 00si3aHa BCTpeUaTh BHICOKHX TOCTEH BMECTE CO MHOW. — JIOpA-AUPEKTOp YABIOHYICS
BKOHeEll nepenyranHoi Mue. U no6GaBuin: — S BTopoii HaciaeTHUK UMIIEPUH, Thl MOSI HEBECTA, STUKET
o0s3p1BaeT. Bee, Bpems. [lelicTByiite.

Maructp cobpancst yiTu, Jaxe Lar cjaesal, a mocje BepHYNcs U, IOAAPUB MHE €llle OJIUH
NOLEJTY M, IPOIIENTal:

— Tonpko 6e3 OTKaTOB, OKATYHCTA.

S ynpiOHynace. Puan, noqMUrHyB, HarpaBuiIcs K IBEPU, HA X0y OKIMKHYB:

— Pon!

W nopn Dnnoxap, Hanocae10K OKMHYB MEHSI BHUMATENbHBIM B3IVISA0M, TOKE K ABEPU HaIpa-
BUJICS, Y>K€ Ha BBIXOJ/I€ IPOU3HEC:

— Cnplib, 0110XaCThIH, ThI 3 HEE OTBEYACHIh!

W nBepb 3akpbuiach 3a TEMHBIMU JIOPIaMHU.
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S MenieHHO crenalna enle oToK BUHa, KOp kpaTko cripocui:

— ITomoraet?

— ¥Yry. — U emie oauH m0ToK.

Jlpoy Maxom omycTommia 00Kaj, 3a0pai y MeHs MOM HEOTUTHIN U OyTHUIKY, BOIPY3HI BCE
Ha CTOJIMK U, HOBEPHYBIINCH K CUaCTIMBYUKY, TPO3HO IOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— ¥V 1e6s1 coBecThb ecTh?

— Hert, ecTecTBeHHO.

— 3a0bL1, THI K He J[9s1, — IpoOOPMOTaT COKPYIIICHHO JPOY.

Tak xak s He COBCEM IOHAJIA, O YEM OHM, OCTOPOKHO CIPOCHUIIA:

— A BBI cefiyac npo uro?

— A MBI ceiuac 1po 1o, — HaaBup moskai rijie4amu, — 4TO HAlll B BBICIIEHW CTENIEHU IIparMa-
TUYHBIN IPYT IPOy-THOM HayHET Mpeajaratb MHE padoTy.

— W nauny, — nonrBepami Opao. — ['1e eme s Halixy mactepa 3emitH. ..

W Tyt FOp 3annysncs, ctpanHo nocMoTtpen Ha HaaBupa 1 eaBa CIbIIIHO EPECTIPOCHUIL:

— Hpyr?

CyacTinuBUMK BAPYT Hayajl 4TO-TO HACBUCTBIBATh, @ Mbl ¢ FOpao pa3oMm nepermisiHynuch — y
JPaKOHOB Jpy3€ell He ObIBA€T, TAK YTO BABOWHE MPUATHO, €CIU YECTHO.

— Jla nmagHo BaM, — ormaxHyics CuactiuBuuk. — J[9i — Mos Manbllika, a Apy3bsi MOel
MAJTBITIIKU — MOH Jpy3bs. Bee, 3a padory.

W nepBbIM nowien ocmarpuBarhb okou umneparpuubl. A FOpao, HanuB cebe moHbli 6oka
Y JIOTIOJIHUB MOM, POU3HEC TOCT:

— 3a pacmupenne «J>H0pe»!

— 51 Bce caplly, — AJOHECIOCh XMYPO€ U3 COCETHEN KOMHATBI.

— HaMm noBe3no, — HUUyTh HE CMYTUBLINCH OT KpPUKa JIpakoHa, mpoaoskui FOpao, — maru ero
YPOBHS JJake CPeIu APAKOHOB PENKOCTb. Thl TOJIBKO MPEICTaBb: TAMHUKHU, KJIAJbl, BTOPbIE CTEHBI
— OH BUJUT BCE.

— YiacTelif, ¥ He MeuTail! — mpopbIYaJId HaM.

— 3a pacuupenue «[pH0pe»! — KOp moBTOpuMI TOCT, ¥ MBI BBIITHJIY.

Ha nmymie xak-to cpasy crano paJOCTHO U BECEIO, BCE K€ MEepCleKTUBa BecTH Aena ¢ Haa-
BHPOM MHE HPaBUJIACh, OYEHb.

— A paboratsb kt0 OyneT? — Jlyx 3010TOro ipakoHa nosiBuiIcs B 1BepsX. — [IbsiHUIIBL, 5 32 Bac
BECTU paccieloBaHMs He cOOMParoCh.

— Buauip, — 1poy Beceao MHE MOAMUIHYJ, — OH YK€ COITIACUJICS.

JlaIbHEUIITNIT OCMOTP IMOKOEB UMITEPATPHIIBI IIPOXOIHII ITO/T OypHBIE 00CYKICHHSI TPOIISHTA
OT NpUObUIN, HA KOTOPHIN npeTeHnoBan HaaBup. J[pakoH TOproBajicst OT4asiHHO, TaK YTO HEKOTO-
pbI€ JPOY-THOMBI ObUIM BBIHYX/IECHbI IOWTH HA YCTYIKH.

— JIBa u neBsITh AecAThix npoueHTa! — munen KOpao.

— MbI Hauanu ¢ aBanuatu! — peryan Haasup.

— ¥V 1e06s1 ObLI IIAHC OCTAaHOBUTHCSA, — HACTAaBUTENBbHO coobumi FOp u ocraHoBUIiICS caMm.

K sToMy BpeMeHU MBI IepeBEPHYIIM BBEPX THOM KaOMHET MOKOWHOM neau Jlueppsl u mpo-
JOJDKUITU MCKATh 3allMCH, KAMHU, CKPBITBIE phIUary, IOTaCHHbIE 3aKJIMHAHUS — BCE, YTO MOIJIO OKa-
3aTbCsl BXOJOM B TaiiHOe moazemenbe. M Tenepp B 6arpsiHO-CMHEM MOMEIIECHUH Ha MOy Jiexkallu
KHUTH ¥ UCTIMCAHHBIE JIUCTHI, KAPTUHBI CO CTEH OBUIN CHATHI M TOKE HAXOIWIINCH HA MOy, TpaduH
C BOJIOM, KOTOPBI MBI €]Ba HE ONPOKUHYJIN, TAK K€ OIYyCTUJIIH. . .

— Cromn, — 3amymunBo npousnec FOpao. — JIpi, roBopuiiib, 0OHa MOpPCKast Benbma?

— MBbI Tak nymanu, — cus Ha MOy W IpOocMaTpuBas 0OHApYKEHHbIE B MyCOPHOM Befpe
3aMucu, OTBETUIIA Sl

— HaaBup, a BXoJ OTCIEIUTh HE yAaeTcs noueMy? Maruuecku OTKpbIBajcCs?
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—Kaxasi-To cTpanHasi Marusi: OHa He OCTaBJISIET CIIEJOB, 1a M BO3MYIIIEHHUS Marnueckoro poHa
IPY aKTHBALUU TAKXKE, CY/Is IO BCEMY, 3/1€Ch HE HAOIIOIaIOCh.

B ronose Bapyr npomenbkHysa cTpaHHast MbIcib. S mocmorpena Ha FOpao, ToT Ha MeHs, 1
MBI Pa30M MTOBEPHYIIUCH K TpaduHy ¢ BOJOH.

— BOT 1M4HO 51 HUYEro He 3HaK O TEMHBIX JIEIU, HO €CThb COMHEHMS, UTO B KAU€CTBE MUThS
OHH IPENIIOYUTAIOT BOAY, — IpoTsHyn FOpao.

— Tr1 mpaB — 00BIYHO JIeAU MBIOT BUHO WJIU COK, — noaTBepana Haasup.

S BcTana, B3sa rpaduH, BEpHYJIa €ro Ha CTOM Ha MpekHee MecTo. UTo 000MBITHO, TaHHBIH
COCY/I C BOAOHM TYT CTOSUI 4YacTO — €I0 JIOHBIIIKO OTIEYaTaJI0Ch Ha MOJIMPOBAHHON MOBEPXHOCTH.

— Bynem skcniepuMeHTHpOBATh, — 3ayM4YHBO mpousHec KOpao u, B3sB rpaduH, Hadad €ro
KPYTHTh Ha MECTE.

Hwuuero He cayuniiocs.

— [MonpoOyem Tak. — , oronBunyB FOpa, meapo HamuiIa BOJAbI HA CTOJ.

Mokpoe nSITHO pacTeKI0Ch 0 TEMHOM MOBEPXHOCTH, 3aTE€M BOJA Hayajla CTEKaTh Ha IOJI,
YCTPOMB 3BOHKYIO Karejlb Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH/I.

Hwuuero He cayuniiocs.

— A eciu coBMectuTh? — HaaBup 3a0pan y MmeHs rpaduH, MOCTaBUII €r0 Ha OTIICYaTaBIIANACS
Y TENEPb 3aJIUTHIA BOAOW KPYT U OCTOPOKHO ITOBEPHYIL. ..

YT0-TO MIENKHYIO.

JlpakoH, octaBuB TrpaduH, OBICTPO OMYCTWIICS HA TIOJN, MPUIOKWI JIAAOHH K KaMEHHOM
MOBEPXHOCTHU U 3aKphLI I1a3a. Yepe3 MIrHOBEHUE Mbl YCIIBIIIAIN:

— Bxon nmonHsncs, mMbl npaBuibHO AeiictByeM. FOp, kpyTaHu elie 4yTh Ha BOCTOK, OCTO-
POXHO.

Hounoii ctpaxk momHOBascs. llleadkoB Oonblie He OBUIO, HO IyX 30JIOTOTO JIpaKoHa
JIOBOJIbHO YXMBUIBHYJICSI U CKOMaH0BaJ:

— Tenepp Ha 1Ba nmayibLa K CEBEPY.

Opao nocnenoBan ykazanuro. YibiOka IpakoHa CTasia TIOYTH XUIITHOM.

— U kpyToii pa3BopoT K 3amajy, 0 4aCOBOM CTpENKE, — BHOBb CKOMaH/10BaJl CHACTINBYUK.

Bxoxa 0603Haunics ronyObIM UCKPSALIUMCS CUSIHUEM, PA3JIMBLIMMCS TaM, KyJla CTeKJIa BOJa.
HaaBup cTpeMuTenbHO MOJHSIICS, TOPKECTBYIOLIE IOCMOTPEN HA HAC U MIEPBbIM IIarHyJ B CUSIHUE.
Ncue3 mruoBenHo. FOp B34 MeHs 3a pyKy, 1 Mbl OAHOBPEMEHHO IIaTHYJIH B CBET.

UYrtoOBI POBAIUTHCS BO TEMY.

— IOp, noceetu. — KT0-TO CeroaHs packoMaH10BaICs.

Jpoy 3axer mynbcap. ToT, Murasi B TakT OMEHUIO Ceplla CO3AaTesl, yHECCs BIIEPE] [0 U3BU-
JUCTOMY T'POTY, OCTaBJIsAsl Hac B TeMHoTe. FOpao coTBOpuI OrHeHHbIN map... ToT, Beceno oTcka-
KHBas OT CTEH, KaK MSYMK, TOXKE YMYAJICS OT HAaC, BHOBb OCTABJISIsl B HEMIPOIVISAHON MIVIE.

— Yo npoucxonut? — mpobopmMoTal apoy.

HaaBup He OTBETHII ¥ MOKPBUICS 30JI0THIM CHsIHHEM. Terephb CBET y Hac ObLI, M yIaJI0Ch pas-
IJIS,AETh OTPOMHBIIM IPOT €CTECTBEHHOTO MPOUCXOXKIEHHSI, B KOTOPOM €MHCTBEHHBIM CBUJIETENb-
CTBOM BO3/JICHCTBUS TEMHBIX SIBJISUIACH y3Kas TOPO’KKA U3 pacIlIaBIEHHOro cTekiia. B ocraibHOM
YK€ HEMMOBEPHO BHYIIUTEIbHBIN IPOT Ka3aJiCd HETPOHYTHIM. 37€Ch JaXKe JBH)KEHUS BO3yXa HE
OILYIIAJIOCh, U Pa3Mep... pa3Mep ObLJI HEMBICIMMBIM: MBI €/IBa JIU BUEIN OJHY U3 CTEHOK I'pOTa,
BTOpAasi TepsuTach B OECIIPOCBETHOH MIJIE.

— He xuno, — norpsicenHo BbA0XHYA FOpao.

— A BOT 1 Haile TaiiHoe 10roBo. — HaaBup ¢ unrepecom onsiasiBasics. — Hy uto, Briepes.

W Mb1 nonutu Briepet o JIMHHOM Aopoxkke. [LInu MuUHYT necsth, npex e yeM BIepeu MoKa-
3aJIcsl CBET OT IyJbCapa U OTHEHHOTO IIAapHKa, KOTOPbIE 3aBHCIU B OOJIBIIOM KPYIVIOM 3aji€ CO
CTEHaMHM U3 OIUIaBJIEHHOT0 KaMHsl. JKyTKoe 3pesullle — CJIOBHO 3aCThIBLINE MOTEKH JIaBbl, TO €CTh
TaKHe ke KpacHOBATbIE, C OArpsIHBIM CBETOM CKBO3b YEPHYIO 000J0UKY... KyTKO.
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— Her, co BkycoM y noumBIIel uMneparpulibl Bceraa ObuIo II0X0, — 33 lyMUnBO IIPOU3HEC
Haagsup.

— 3aro ¢ Mmo3ramu Ha «ypa»! — KOp oTmycTus1 MO0 JaI0Hb U PEIIMTEIBHO BOIIEI IEPBBIM.

berno ornsineB mpocTpaHCTBO, OH BAPYT HAIPSYKEHHO MPOTSIHYIL:

— J13-3-3-3-311.

[Tonoiins, kak ¥ OH, MOCMOTpENa Ha YEPHBIA KAMEHHBIN CTOJI. UepHas pyKOIMCHAs KHUTA, C
PYHHOH BSI3bI0 Ha 00JIOKKe. PyHBI IpeBHUE, TE, YTO UCIOIB30BATH MOPCKUE BEIbMBI.

— Tyt ectb emie ogHO noMenieHue! — kpukHya Ham HaaBup u marnysa K MOHOJIMTHOW CTEHE.

JIBuKeHHEe — M He3aMeTHas ABEPb BHE3AITHO OThEXaJla BHU3, OTKPHIBAs IPOXO/] B HEOOIBILIYIO
CBETIIyIO nemiepy. Mbl He CTanu BXOAUTb, MbI TaK ¥ 3aCThLIN, IOTPSICEHHO U B HEMOM y’Kace CMOTps
OT JIBEPHOT0 MIPOEMa Ha KOJIOOUKH, OAHOUKH, COCY/IbI, B KOTOPBIX KHIlIETa MeJKasl )ku3Hb. OueHb
Mmenkast. A BoT HaaBup Tya npecrnokoiHO BOLLIEN, OIIISIENCS, IPUCMOTPEIICS K OAHOM U3 KOJIO0YeK
U BJPYT BBIIOXHYIL:

— VX TbI, BUBEpHa pa3mepoM ¢ Horoth! 1 6onoTHbIN enp! BooOie Menkuii, a OHM 0OBIYHO
K€ B POCT YEJIOBEKa.

MBei ¢ FOpao MpauHO nepemisiHyIuCh — TeNepb MOHITHO, OTKY/a B3sJ1ach Ta camasi 00J10THas
HEXUTb, KOTOPYIO 3aCYHY/IM B MIUPOTU OT MenoyrHa U NBITaJUCh CKOPMUTh HaM.

—Bot u nokazarensctBa, [[pil, — npousnec FOpao, — npuyacTHOCTH UMIIEPATPULIBI KAK MUHU-
MYM K JIByM JI€JIaM.

— PuaHn cka3ain, 4To BO IVIaBE 3aroBOpa HE OHA, — IIOBTOPUIIA 5 YK€ O3BYUEHHOE.

Cyns no B3nsany, FOp ObIT HEBBICOKOTO MHEHHSI O MarkCTPE U €r0 BEIBOAAX, HO TOBOPHUTH 00
9TOM HE CTaJl, yAeJIUB BHUMAHUE APAKOHY.

— Hag, 51 Ob1 Ha TBOEM MecTe OTTYy/1a Bbllen! — KpUKHYI apakoHy HouHoli ctpax. — Tsl npo-
CTO NOWMH — 3TO 3/I0pPOBEHHBIE IK3EMILISIPbI HEUUCTH BUIUMBI IJ1a3y, @ €CTh K€ €I1I€ U MEJIKHE. ..

CyacTnMBUMK BCHBIXHYII IIJITAMEHEM M BBICKOUMII. J[BepH TOXKE 3aKpbLi, a IOTOM, OT/bILIAB-
IIMCh, TOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— DTO0 CBSI3aHO C TOW UCTOPHUEH, KOT/Ia ThI ¥ THOM OOJIAIIOIIMIIN HEYUCTh OOJIOTHYIO?

— Ha nenbru passenu? — yrounun FOpao u, noxaaBimuck KuBka, noarsepaui: — O na, Hesa-
ObiBaeMas uctopus. Jleil, HamOMHU, YTO MBI 3/1€Ch ULIEM?

— JItoOble HaMEKH Ha TO, KEM SIBIIIETCS MOPCKasl BeJlbMa, — YIPIOMO IIPOU3HECa 1.

N IOpao u HaaBup, ckenTUYECKH YXMBUISISICh, IOCMOTPEIN Ha MEHS: MOJI, U TaK BCE SICHO,
UMIIEpaTpULa TaiuHa U ecTh. Yl MHE OBl XOTEI0CH C HUMH COINIACUTHCS, BOT TOJIBKO OJJHO MaJIEHb-
KO€ «HO» — 5 Bepro PuaHy, 1 eciiu OH CKa3ajl «HEeT», 3HaYUT, KAK MUHUMYM 3TO CTOUT IPOBEPUTb.

— Y Hac 10 BpeMEHHU €l11le MUHYT I151Th, — HannoMHu1 FOp. — JlaBaiite noumiem, yeMm eliie yBie-
Kajach Hallla HbIHE [TOKOWHAsl UMIlepaTpula, KOTopasi HU pa3y He MOpcKasi BeibMa, U K TOOIUHY
BCE YJIMKH.

Ho y mens npyroe npeaioxenue Obu1o:

— HaaBup, ecinu MOXXHO, IPOCMOTPUTE MTOMELIEHUS, HET JIU TYT KOTO KHBOTO.

— Bamniupos, Hanpumep? — CHacIMBYMK C XOAY AOTraajcs, O UeM S

Mosnua KuBHYna.

JpaxoH ¢ pa3maxy cen Ha II0JI, CKPECTUB HOT'H, 3aKpbUI INIa3a, Pa3MECTHII JaJOHH Ha KoJje-
HSIX U CBEJ B CTPaHHOM >kecTe nanblibl. Mbl ¢ KOpao, 4ToObl HE MelaTh, MPOAOIKUIN OCMOTP
noMeuieHus. S 6ponuna MeXAy TpeMs pacloNOKUBILIUMUCS B 3aJ1€ CTOJIAMU, OTJISAIbIBAsI KaXKIbIN
Ha IpeIMeT IPUCYTCTBUS 3HAKOMBIX MHE Bellei. Beme nMmenocs MHOTO, pa3HbIX. beutn TyT n
KaKHe-TO 3allUCH Ha CTPAHHOM, HETTOHATHOM MHE S3bIKE, HE MIMEIOIIIEM HUYETrO OOIIETO C pyHAMH.
IOp, mpoxoast Mumo, 3aMeTHII:

— IIncemennocts Xaoca.

— Jla He moxoske, — mpobopmoTana si.
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— Touno, Xaoca. — FOp yka3zan Ha 3akoprouku: — J[o ero oObeIMHEHUs B KaXJ/I0M IOMEHE
HAJMYECTBOBAJIA CBOSI MMCBMEHHOCTh. JTO C BOIlapeHueM mpaButeis Ana B Mupax Xaoca ycra-
HOBWJICS] €IMHBIN TOCYJapPCTBEHHBIN S3BIK.

Bor u noareepxaeHue TOro, 4To Mopckas BeJpMa — T€MHas Jieau U3 kiaHa Xartapl keH.
Heyxenu aeiicTBuTEIbHO UMIIEpaTpUIa?

A 3areM s 3aMeTHII1a YEPHYIO LIKATYJIKY, K KoTopoi notsanyics u FOpao. OTkpbut 63 ycunui,
YHUUTOXUB KaKOE-TO 3aKJIMHAHUE, U Mbl YBUJIEJIN JIBA UEPHBIX KaAMHSL.

— Y10 32 OyABDKHUKU?.. — YAUBIEHHO MPOTSIHYI JPOY.

S yxe BcTpedasna Takue HEMPOHUIIAEMO YepHble KaMHU. Takue ke ro0nuH Jopa-xapr Hopr
npuHEC B pecTopanuio «3010Tast apda», 1 UMEHHO B TAaKUX KAMEHHBIX TIOPbMaX XpaHWIN YN
yMepuiux maroB. J[Ba kaMHs... BHe3anmHO NpUIIOMHUIIOCH, YTO UMEHHO JIBYX MarucTpoB TemHoro
HckyccTtBa youna Mopckas BepMa, 4ToOBl 3aCTaBUTh PuaHa pa3 3a pa3om HbIpsTh B be3nHy, B
IOMCKE WIEHOB opaeHa. U BoT nepeno MHo# fBa kamHsl. .. CoBnanenue? COMHEBAIOCH.

— HaaBup, — no3saia 1.

— He memait, — oTo3BaJiCst APAKOH.

Ho 51 e momia Momuars:

— HaaBup, kaMHU-TIOPbMBI B KOTOPBIX AYIIN XPAHSAT, UX KaK OTKPBITH?

—Mwm-M... — CuacTIIMBYMK CUIET, 3aKPBIB IV1a3a U MPO0JIKasl HCCIEA0BaTh KAKUM-TO TOJIBKO
€My JIOCTYITHBIM CIIOCOOOM OKpY KaroIlee MPOCTPAHCTBO, — €CIIH JOBEPSICIIb, Y HUX CIPOCH.

—Yro?

— Copocu y kaMHeH, — ¢ IIyXUM pa3pakeHueM B rojoce orsetus Haasup. — Wnu nycth
IOp cnpocurt, oH cTpax, nocrpanarh HE JOHKEH.

MBei ¢ npoy neperisiHynuck. FOp npoTsHyn pyKy, B3sUl OIMH U3 KaMHEH, MOCTaBUJI Ha CTOJI,
3areM, IPUKOCHYBILINCH, IPOM3HEC KaKOe-TO BUTHUEBATOE 3aKJIMHaHUE. YepHbIN KaMeHb MollaT-
HyJCsA. Mur — m HaJg HUM 3amepunal IyX ¢ HENPOHUIAEMOM MackoW beccMmeprHOro Ha Jmne.
Cgepknyna marusi! 1 FOpao 3acThll ¢ OKpYyIIHMBIIMMUCS TJ1a3aMU, CJIOBHO JIMIIIUAJICS BO3MOXKHOCTH
JBIIIATh U LIEBEJIIUTHCS, a yX Pa3BEPHYJICS KO MHE... YTOObI OLIETIEHETh HA MTHOBEHHE, a ITOTOM,
HE CKpbIBas YIUBJICHUS, BOIIPOCUTB:!

—l'ocnioxxa Puare? — On mens 3naet?! — HeBecta nopna Teepa?

— Jla, — BBLAOXHYIIA 4.

— A YTO BBI... — Ha4aJI yX.

— Jla Bac oHu ciacarot! — psIBKHYIJI C TI0J1a JipakoH. — Maructp, 0cBOOOAUTE APOY, TOMPET ke !

N Opao cMmor asimars. Co CBUCTOM U XPUIIOM, HE CKPbIBasi BO3MYILEHUS CUTyallUEH.

— IIpomry npoiienus, — MpayHO MIPOU3HEC TyX, — MEPHI PEAOCTOPOKHOCTH. ..

— Jla Tb1 uyTh HE yOWII MeHs1! — 3a0paJ mapTHEp, OTIPSHYB OT cToja. — J3ii, roBopui s Tebe
— He cBs3bIBalics ¢ TeMHbIMU Jiopaamu! [oBopun?

51 He MorIa NOCTUYb MPOU3OLLIEAIIETO — /ISl MEHSI, YEJIOBEKa B Maruy CBEIYIEro Majio, BCe
CIIy4MBILIE€ECS YMEIIAJIOCh B IBE€ KOPOTKHE BCHBIIIKU YHEPTHH, HO YTO, KaK U 3a4eM, sl TIOHATh HE
Moria. A emie ObUIO CTPAHHO, YTO AYX, KQKETCs, IPUMEHUI CMEPTEIbHYIO Marvio B OTHOLIEHUU
Opao. Kak oka3anocse, 3T0 yIuBUIO HE TOJIBKO MEHS.

— CrpaHHO, YTO BaM B BallleM IOJY/10XJIOM COCTOSIHUM JOCTyIHa Marus. — HaaBup naxe a3
HE OTKPBIBAJI, HO ObUI SIBHO B KypC€ CIIy4YMBILErOCH.

beccMepTHBIi TOMOITYaI, 3aT€M HaIMEHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— IIpuHoiy cBOM M3BUHEHUS.

— Jla 3acyHb ux ce0e... — Hayan B30emeHHslin KOp, HO, TIISTHYB Ha MEHSI, OCEKCSI.

Jlyx nmoBepHyJcs KO MHE, OTBECUJI FaJIaHTHBII MOKJIOH U BOIPOCUII:

— Bl naxogurech B 0e3onacHocTH, rocnoxka Puare?

— Hacrounbko, 4yTo Aake Bac cracaTh B3sJ1ach MO IIYIOCTH, — XMBIKHYB, BCTaBUJI IPAKOH.

Ho beccmeptHsblii 1aJ1 MOETO OTBETA.
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— Jla, — KpaTKO OTBETHJIA f.

— 51 Mory Bac MOKMHYTH? — MOCJEI0BAJ €lIE OJIUH BONPOC.

— Jla, — cHOBa cKazaja sl.

Eme pa3 noknoHuBmuch, beccMepTHBIN pacCTBOPUIICS B BO3LYXE.

— Broporo s ocBoO0knaTh He Oyay, — 3asBmi1 MHE FOpao.

S n He mpocuiia, HO KaMEHb U3 MIKATYJIKU JOCTalla, IyCTOH yKe TakKe B3sia ¥ 00a cripsiTaia
B KapMaHe — 1oToM Puany oTziaMm, mycTh cam 0cBOOOXKAaeT elle ogHoro Mmarucrpa Temuoro Mckyc-
cTBa. M moueMy-To Tak MpUITHO CTAJIO Ha Ayl — JIOPA-IAUPEKTOP 00paayeTcs, 1 TOUHO TO 3HAIO.

— Hamen, — oro3Bancs ¢ nmona Haasup. — Ho noxHer.

— K10 noxHer? — He noHsna 4.

— Bammup 1BOi1. — [Ipakon muiaBHO mofHsuics. — Hy 9To, MasnbIika, mo3IpaBisiio — Tl OblIa
paBa.

— B uem? — npo3Byyano npocTo Kak OOBUHUTENbHAS PEUb.

— Jla B TOM, 4TO 3Ta TBaph IUIAHUPOBAJIA €r0 YOUTh, KaK MbITaJach yOUTh TEX MaroB UJLIIO-
3MOHUCTOB U apredakropoB. Bunumo, BaMnupsl €l Hy>KHbI ObUIM 10 CETO/IHS, a 3aBTPa OHA yKe
IUTAHUPOBAJIa U30aBUTHCS OT «COFO3HUYKOBY.

U Bce 310 OBUIO CKa3aHO COBEPIICHHO CIIOKOWHO, Aa)Ke KaK-TO 0e3pa3InyHO.

— HaaBwup, Tak rae Bamnup? — norpedoBania s OTBETA.

— JloxHeT, — oro3Bazcs CuacmuBuuK. — Tyna emy u 1opora.

W, ckpectus pyku Ha rpyau, HaaBup HacMenuinBo, HO HEMPEKIOHHO TOCMOTpPEN Ha MEHs
C BBICOTHI CBOEIO POCTA, YyTh MOJCBEUYEHHBIN 30JI0THIM CUSIHUEM COOCTBEHHBIX Bojioc. Cyas 1o
BCeMY, (pakT ruOes BaMIIMpa ero BIIOJIHE YCTPauBall.

— MbI He OyzieM ero BhITaCKUBATh, J[3s1, — MOATBEpAMI MOU MTOJO3PEHUS JPAKOH.

— JlanHO, — 4 CyIOpOKHO B3I0XHYJIa, — nomnpoury Pruana.

— Trep mocnemHu, KTO MOMIET Ha 3TO, — XMBIKHYB, cooOmvit Haapup. — Thl BUICNIa pEAKITUIO
Beccmeprroro? Ham moBesno, uto ayx ObuT ¢ TOOOM 3HAKOM, a €ciii ObI HeT — ThI, st 1 FOpao Bpsiza
71 OBl BBIOpAIUCh OTCIOAA. A Tenepb NPEACTaBb, UTO OYIET, €CIIM Mbl 0CBOOOAUM BaMIIMpa — IPEB-
HEro, UICTUHHOTIO0, IV1aBy KJIaHa ¥ K TOMY e I'MOHYIlero. YMuparoye BaMIupbl OU€Hb ONAcHbI,
Mautbiika. OcoOeHHO 3TOT — IOMECH C AEMOHOM.

S nocmorpena Ha FOpao — TOT KUBHYJI, HOATBEPKAAsl CJIOBA HAIIETO IPAKTUUYECKU TApTHEPA.

— U1 Mbl nagum emy ymepeTh? — He MOBepuIa 5.

— Wmu oH, nnm mel, — punocodekn 3ametrn CuacTauBYuK. — S BIOMparo Hac.

S noneiTanace HaACTOSTh Ha CBOEM, BBIABUHYB NPEITIOKEHHE:

— A ecnu cKkoBaTh €ro Marueu?

— He Boiiiger, [[p0, OH IpeBHUH, ITIOC AEMOHUYECKAs KPOBb, TAK YTO Marus Ha HEro MpaK-
TUYECKHU He AeicTByeT. — FOp monomien, moxionan MeHs 1o miedy: — Miem, nouiiemM 4ero eue
3/1€Ch UMEETCH.

— To ecTh MBI BOT Tak POCTO A3 UM EMY YMEPETh? — BO3MYTUJIACh .

Moii BOpoc IpOUTHOPUPOBAIIH.

— JlagHo, — 51 3a[yMUMBO IOCMOTpEIIA B MIOTOJIOK, KOTOPOTO BOOOIIIE BUIHO HE OBLIO B CKYI-
HOM OCBEULICHUH, — XOPOII0, Marus He eHUCTByeT, HO... — W misHyB Ha FOpao, no6asuna: — Ho s
MOTy HUCII0JIb30BaTh npokisaTue! ToyHo!

— Kak Torna ¢ maructpaMu? — yTOUHWI TAPTHEDP.

51 He ObUIA YBEpEHa, UTO yAACTCs MOBTOPUTH €TO — B TOT pa3 CIOKHEHmas popMyra Janach
JIETKO, a ceiiuac s He 3Hal0, CMOTY JIM MCII0JIb30BaTh €€ TaK, YTOObI n30exarh oTKaTa. Bnpouewm, y
MEHSI B 3amace ObLIO ellle HECKOJIBKO JIEHCTBEHHBIX MPOKIISATHI YETBEPTOTO YPOBHHI.

— a, — conrana s Haiirecy.

Op noBepHyscs K IpakoHy U CKa3all:

— Hag, oHa Torga 060MX MarucTpoB CKOBaja MHHYT Ha CEMb, JIaBail mompoOyeM.
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— IOp, masiblIIIKa YTO-TO HE JOTOBAPUBAET, — IVIs1/1S HA MEHS CJIETKA IPUILY PEHHBIMU IN1a3aMH,
npousHec Haasup.

— Tol 310 MHE roBopHILb? — [Ipoy paccmesuics. — [la BUXKYy 51, 4TO IPUBHUPAET, HO LIEJIbIH KiaH,
Hag. OHu Besib OTMOHYT CJIEZIOM 3@ ATHM, Thl € IOHUMAEIllb.

Opnako 1yx 30J10TOrO ApaKkoHa SIBHO HE YKeJlaj B 3TOM y4acTBOBaTh. A BpeMsl OKUMAJIO.

— Ioxkamyiicta, — MONpoCHiIa 5.

— 3ageiicTByelb Apyroe npokidaTue? — CyaCcTIMBUUK HAXMYPHUIICS.

— Jla, — Ha 3TOT pa3 yucras npasaa, — TO, UCIIOJIB30BAHHOE HA MAarMCTPAaX... HE YBEPEHA, 4TO
IIOJIy4YMTCS, CIIMILIKOM CIIOKHOE.

JIpakoH Hy BOT COBCEM HE XOTEJI B 3TOM Y4aCTBOBaTh, HO CAAJICS IO HAIIMMHU YMOJISIOIIMMHU
B3IVISIIAMM, TSKEJIO0 B30XHYII, TOJHSIICA U CKa3al:

— JlagHo, moIIIn.

W, ycunus cusinue cBoel pUrypsbl, HarnpaBuiIcs B JalbHUN KOHEI] 3aj1a, OCBEIlasi U HaM IyTb.
[TonxBaruB 100Ky, s modexana cienom, FOpao 3a MHOI. B 1Be MUHYTHI MBI JOCTUIVIM CTEHBI, OTO-
JIBUHYB KoTopyto HaaBup nmponui cBeT Ha MecTo HaxoxaeHus Bamnupa. OH Obl1 31ech. B cTene.
@akTUYECKU BIASHHBIN B IOPO/LY, TOJIBKO OCYHYBUIEECS OCKAJIEHHOE MIOYEPHEBIIIEE JIULO OCTaBa-
JI0Ch BUJIUMBIM.

— KauecTBeHHO ympsTana... — 3ayM4uBo npoTsaHyn CuacTiauBuuK. — HukTo npyroii Ob1 He
Hallel, Jaxe s CIly4alHO 3aMETHIL, 5 ’Ke IIyCTOTBI UCKAJI, @ TYT MOHOJIUT.

KOpao noueMy-To IpUKpBLT MEHS COOO0H, CIIOBHO 3alHINasi OT BAMIINPA, U CIIPOCHIL:

— U 4To0, ecTh 1I1aHC €ro BHITAIIUT?

— ¥V Hac HeTy, — 0TO3BaJCsA ApakoH, —y J3u ecTb.

— S nmpotu! — pemmrensHo 3asBun FOpao.

— W 5. — HaaBup ocnabui cBeueHue, CKpbIBasi OT HAC 3aTOUYEHHOTO B IPAHUTE KUTEINA Xaoca.

— A B ueM CyTb U UTO 4 JOJDKHA AenaTth? — He Mory e Moyiyarh B TaKOM MOMEHT!

Tsoxenblil B310X, 1 HaaBup, He ckpbIBas NIyXoro pa3apa)XeHus, COOOIINII:

— MBI ero BHITalIMTh HE CMOXKEM, €IMHCTBEHHOE PEIICHUE — YTOOBI OH BBIPBAJICS caM. A eMy
JUISL 3TOTO HY’KHA CUJla — TO €CTh KpOBb. K COKaneHuto, HU MOsi, HU IpOy HE MOAXOIUT.

— Mos HyXHa, — 10rajanach .

— TBOs1, — KaK-TO COBCEM XMYpPO MOATBEPANI APAKOH. — TOJIIBKO y4TH — OH OrOJI0aJ 10 HEBME-
HSIEMOTO COCTOSIHMS, O/IHA KAl — U OH HE YCIIOKOMTCSI, TIOKA HE BBINbET T€Os BCIO, a YUUTHIBAs
€ro MPOUCXOXKIEHHE, Nake Thep BMEMIaThCs HE YCIeeT, Kak ¢ To0oii Oynet koHueHo. U ma, B ero
COCTOSIHMM ITPOU3HECEIIb POKIIATHE 10 KAIUIM KPOBU — BAMIIMPIOra CIOXHET, a €CJIU €r0 HallOUTh,
TBI YK€ MTPOCTO HE yCIeeHb YTO-THOO0 CKa3aTh.

Kamsa xpoBu. .. S BIpyr BcnoMHuma, Kak MeHs B TaBepHe B Mupe Xaoca IbITaIMCh HAIOUTh
Karuiel BUHa, pa3BeJeHHOM B cTakaHe ¢ Booil. M Tam Toxe Obliia UMEHHO Karuis... A 4rto, eciu?..

— IOp, Haliau MHE cTakaH BOJbI, — OMPOCHUIIA S

[TapTHEp NpuLTypHI 30JI0THIE IT1a33, 3aT€M KUBHYJI U IIPOU3HEC:

— MoxeT cpaboTaTb.

— Bbl 0 ueM? — He nmousn HaaBup.

— O xamute kpoBu. — KOpao BepHyJICs K CTOIY ¥ BCKOpE MOAOLIEN K HaM CO CTaKaHOM M rpa-
(uHOM BOJIBI.

Bopa Obiia Hanura, Apoy AocTand HOX, NPOTAHYA MHE. OcTpHe BRINISAEIO MMyratollle, U Bce
K€ — YKOJI, U 51 HavaJla CLIeKUBaTh KpoBb. Ta coOupanach Ha KOHYMKE Nayblia O0JIbIION TEMHON
Taryuei karieit — FOp nmoacraBun ctakad. HaaBup Ha Bce 3TO 7110 CMOTpES CTPAHHBIM B3IJISIIOM,
Y, KaK BBIICHUJIOCH, HE OH OJUH — XPHIUIbII CTOH BbIAAJ MPHUCYTCTBUE YETBEPTOrO y4aCTHHUKA
COOBITHH.

— TeMHBIX, — BEKJIMBO CKa3aJia s MPUIIEAIEMY B CO3HAHUE BaMIIADY.

— Kommapnsix. — FOpao Toxe ObUT BEXKITUB.

13



E. 3BésgHas. «Ypok BOCbMOW: Kak BbITM 3aMy>X 3@ TEMHOIO fiopaa»

— Y100 TBHI CNOX, KIBIKACTHIN. — CUaCTIIMBYMK MPOCTO OBLT HE B JYyXE.

Kamns ynana B Bogy U, pacTBOpSisiCh, Ha4YaJla OMyCKaThCs Ha JHO.

— CypoBo, — mpokomMmmMmeHTHpoBai Haasup.

— MeHns Tak B TaBepHe B Mupax Xaoca HalouTh MbITAIMCh, — paccKasaia s, 3a)KuMas paHKy.

— U xak? — Ha nuue apakoHa yurtascs )KUBEHILINN HHTEpeC.

— Hy... muTh 51 He cTana, 00uIHO OBLIO.

3arem FOp noncrakana npocto BbUIMI Ha noi1. M TyT mpo3Byuan Bompoc:

— A MHE K 3TOMY KaK OTHOCHUTbBCSI? — XPHUIIEJl BAMIIUP KYTKO.

— Mouua, — nocoBeroBai Haasup.

— W ¢ 6naromapHocThio. Mexay nmpouuM, MbI Bac criacaem, — HamoMHm FOpao.

W noxnec ctakaH k rydaM yMHparoIIero riaBbl KJlaHAa UCTUHHBIX BaMIIMPOB, CKOMaH/10BaB
MHe€:!

— JI3i1, IPUTOTOBBCHI.

Bamnup ot nuThs He OTKa3bIBaJICS — MEJIEHHO BBINUJI BCE JI0 JIHA, TYJIKO CIVIaThIBas U 00Je3-
HEHHO KPUBSCH IIPU ITOM.

— 4, npoxkiarue, — HanoMHuI HaaBup, cTaHoBsCh OJinKe KO MHE U MPUCTAJIBHO CJIES 32
Ka</IbIM JIBJKEHHUEM BaMIIHpa.

Bamnup, xaxeTcsi, CHOBa MOTEPsI CO3HAHUE, OOBHCHYB B CBOEHM KaMeHHOM JoBymike. Ocy-
HYyBILI€eCs JIMI0, YEPHBIE KPYTH MO IN1a3aMH, BIIAJIBIM POT, OIHU KJIBIKM TOPYAT, Xy/l10€, 3aKOBAaHHOE
B KaMEHb TeJIO — HY YTO B HEM MOIJIO OBITH OITacHOTO?

— rst! — BHe3amHO 3a0pan CYacTIUBYHK.

S nocmotpena Ha FOpao, TOT Tak k€ HEIOYMEHHO Ha MEHS... A Janibllie BCE CIyYMIOCh
HEUMOBEpPHO ObICTpo — HaaBup OTIIBBIPHYJI MEHS U PBaHYJ K BaMIIUPY, HOKPHIBASICh 30JI0THIM
cusiHueM. Sl ke Bce elle JieTena npoydb, KOrja BaMIMp PBAaHYJ U3 CTEHbI — KAMEHb MPOCTO pac-
KpOLIMJICS, TyX 30J0TOr0O JpaKoHa MOIYYHII yAAp, U €ro 3alIBBIPHYJIO KyAa-To 1Mo 1notosiok. FOp
BOOOIIlE HUYETO HE YCIIEN CHENaTh, a ... sl ynaja Ha PyKd OCKaJIEHHOTO BaMIIUpPa, C TOPSILHUMU
IJ1a3aMU ¥ TUKUM TOJIOJIOM B HUX...

Bcenpimka!

[1nams, oxBaTHBIlIEE MEHS, 3aCTaBUJIO BaMIIMpa OTIPSHYTh, HO OH 3aMep B JBYX LIarax, ¢
NIEPEKOIICHHBIM JIUIIOM U B 00€BOH CTOMKE, a ITIaBHOE, KIIBIKH TETIEPh OBLIN CBEPKAIOIIETro Oeoro
1[BETA.

— Jla, — Mpo3By4aJIO CKa3aHHOE C KAKMM-TO OTPELIEHHBIM CIIOKOMCTBUEM, — TAKOM IIyIIOCTH
sl OT Bac HE OXHaJ.

Puan nosiBuiIca HE OIMH — PSIIOM C HUM COCPEIOTOUYEHHO marai beccmeprasiii. XKuBoi, Bo
IUIOTH, a IJIABHOE, TOT )K€ CaMblid, IOTOMY YTO IUIal] Toxke OblI mopBaH. Jlopa-nupexTop mMonya
HOJIOLIEIN, IPOTSIHYJI PYKY, IOMOTrasi BCTaTh, U OCBEJOMUJICS, TOBBICUB IOJ0C:

— HaaBwup, BbI )KuBbI?

— CnoxHO cKa3arh, — MOCIBIIIANICSA CBEPXY XPHUILIBbIA OTBET, — pedpa ClIoMaHbl, pyKa TaKxke,
sl B HULIE.

BbeccmepTHblii B3neTen BBEpX U CKpbUICS B TeMHOTE. 5] mocMotpena Ha FOpao — Tot mpoposn-
aJl CTOSITh CO CTAKAHOM B PYKE M CMOTPETh Ha MEHSI — KayKeTCsl, BCE POU3O0IILIIO TaK OBICTPO, YTO
HouHnoli cTpax naxe cpearnpoBarb HE CMOL.

— CKoJIbKO KpOBH BBl €My Jlaiu? — ouHTepecoBaics Puan.

— Ilonkanuu, — xpuruio oro3aics IOpao.

Maructp ycMexHyJcs, st Ha BamMnupa. ToT NIyXo 3apblyad.

— He mam, — Bce Tak xe ¢ ynbIOKoH POU3HEC JOPI-TUPEKTOP.

A 3arem pa3BepHYJ MEHs K ce0e, CXBaTUJI 3a IJIEYH U IOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— 3aueM Hy>KHO OBLIO crlacaTh 3TOT0 MOJYA0XJI0ro KpoBococa? — Ero uepHblil HeMuraromui
B3IJISA/ SIBHO HE CYJIUJI MHE HUYETO XOPOLIETO.
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S pactepsinach, uCyraHHo nisiHyJa Ha FOpao, HO Ipoy He BMeLIMBaJICs, 1ep>ka COOCTBEHHO
BaMIIUPA O]l MPULIETIOM IPUTOTOBIEHHOIO OOEBOT0 3aKJIMHAHMSL.

— PuaHn, HO 3T0 e 1eNblii KJIaH, — IPOCTOHANA 5.

— 51 B Kypce, — BBIIISLACT MarkcTp HE MPOCTO 3JIbIM — B30CIICHHBIM, — a BOT ThI, TOX0XKE, HE
OCO3HAEIlb, YTO ITO LENbII BAMIUPCKUN Ki1aH!

51 Bce elle He MOHMMAJIA, O YEM OH, HO CBOIO MO3ULIMIO [TOCTapaach OObSICHUTS:

— Puan, onu Bce rmoru0au OFI. ..

— Jlaxxe He paccTpousicst ObI IO ATOMY MTOBOJLY.

Bb10XHYB, HOMBITaIaCh CHOBA:

— W 3Haemib, €ro ChIH. ..

— Kotopsrii meitancs tedst yOuts, — BHOBb 000pBaJI MEHsI TEMHBIH JIOPI.

Moimnua cmoTpro Ha PruaHna, oH — 3710 U pa3rHeBaHHO — Ha MeHsl. [I0TOM yKOpHU3HEHHO IoKava
TOJIOBOM M THUXO MPOU3HEC:

— Henb3s Tak, pogHas. 1 He cTOUT BBIMYCKATh QYU U3 KaMHsl, IOTOMY YTO YEJIOBEYECKUE
Maru — 3TO OJIHO, OHU TEPSIOT CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH MPAKTHYECKHU MOJHOCTBIO, a beccMepTHble —
coBceM apyroe aeno. OH youts Bac mor! Jlerko. U Henb3st 1oBepsATh BaMmupaMm Xaoca, J1it000Bb
MOs. DTO HE IIMBUJIM30BAaHHBIN KJ1aH BUTOpH, 3T0O MOHCTPBI, KOTOPHIX U B AJly BIOJHE 3aKOHO-
MEPHO OIacarTcs, 0COOEHHO KiIaH Xaropa.

OH npousHec Ha3BaHHUE 3TOrO KJIaHa, BUJUMO OXKHUJasi OT MEHs Kakoil-To peakuuu. Ho MHe
CJIOBO «XaTop» HU 0 YeM He TOBOPHMIIO, a BOT KOp BAPYT MpOCTOHA M MPUTOTOBHII BTOPOE O0eBOE
3aKJIMHAHUE.

— Trl 0 HUX HUYETO HE 3Haellb? — JOorafalcs MarucTp.

— Her, — s mokana miedamu, — IpoCTO YBHJIENA TaTyMPOBKH, MOHsIA, YTO OHU U3 Xaoca U
pa3 ciy’KaT 3TOil MOPCKO BeJlbMe, 3HAYMT, OHA y HUX 3a0paJia 4To-TO OYEHb BakHOE. ThlI ObI BUJIEN
Iv1a3a TOr0 BaMIMpa, KOIZia OH MoKa3ajl MHE CBOETO OTLA... A ellle 51 BCTIOMHWIA TOT MOTHJIBHUK B
ycanp0e, r1e Mbl KeHTaBpPOB HAIILIH. .. VIX Bellb MPOCTO MCIONB30BaIH U yousn (aktuaecku. OHa
e I10 TpynaM IuIa...

— Uner, — monpaBui1 MarucTp.

— lIna, Puan. — 5 yka3ana Ha Oojiee OCBEIICHHYIO YacTh 3a1a. — MBI, KCTaTH, HallUIA J1a00-
paTopuio ¢ YMEHbBIIEHHOW HEUHCTBIO, M J1a)Ke KHUT'Y YE€JIOBEUYECKUX MPOKIATUH. DTO ObLIa OHAa,
Puan, nmneparpuiia, Bce CXOAUTCS.

W TyT MBI yCnbIILIaTN XPUILIOE:

— Ux mecrepo.

CrpemutenbHO 00EpHYBIINCH K BAMITUDY, 51 YBU/IEJIa HE OCKAJIEHHOE YyJO0BHUIIIE, @ BHICOKOTO
Ype3BbIUANHO Xy/JOILABOr0 CE0BIACOTO MYKUMHY B CTPOToi ofiexie Xaoca.

— Ilecrepo, — noBTOpHI MiaBa kiaHa Xaropa. — Umneparpuna Jlueppa, kpoHnpuHuEecca
Anurteppa, apakos jopa ['po, mnaamuii nopxa Ancap, nopa bopran u 3ta... 6e3nukas.

B nonneiieM u3ymiaeHUN OoCMOTpeENa Ha BaMIIMpa, TOT BAPYT BECENIO MMOJMUTHYII MHE U
KPUBO YJBIOHYJICS, CBEPKHYB KiblkaMu. Ho MeHs He 3To MOTpsACI0, COBCEM HE 3TO.

— PuaHn, — 51 nepHyna maructpa 3a pykan, —op [ po — 1pakoH-IIOTyKpOBKa, Mbl CTOJIKHYJIUCh
¢ HuM B Ppanmake. Tam Oblia UCTOpHS, KOTJIa B TAaBEPHE YOMIIN OTPSJ TPOJUICH, OTpaBuB YepHOU
THWIBIO, U B IPECTYIJICHUU OOBUHIIIM 000pOTHS MacTepa Koppo, KoTopbIii OBLI jKeHAT Ha IPaKo-
Hecce. — Y MeHs BO3/1yXa He XBaTaJlo, YTOObI BCE 3TO BbICKa3arh. — [loHMMaelb, 3TOT cTapblil 10pa
I'po, oH moxcraBua 060POTHS, YTOOBI €r0 YOMIIN, U TOTJA IpakoH Obl 3a0pail yeThIpex Jouepei,
a JIpaKOHECChI, OHM. ..

— llennsie ouenb. — KOpao nopomien k Ham. — TOUHO, OH €lIe OT HAc yIIea Tak BUPTYO3HO,
MBI € €0 B UMIEPCKHUM PO3BICK 00BABUIN — U 0€3pe3yabTaTHO.

— A bopran, — MeHs TpsicTu Havyaino, — [lenenc bopran — ToT camblii J10pJ1, KOTOPOT'O MbITAIN
NOJYUHEHHbIE Marucrpa Djuioxapa, Ha HEM MCIIOJIb30Balu NMpokiiaTue « CThIHBY, ONOKHUpYIOIliee

15



E. 3BésgHas. «Ypok BOCbMOW: Kak BbITM 3aMy>X 3@ TEMHOIO fiopaa»

SMOLIMM U 4yBCTBa... I MBI TOrga c snopaoM OijioxapoM OOHapyKWIM NPUYACTHOCTH JIOpAa
AJcapa-MIIaiiero K 3aropopy!

U Tyt Bamnup npousHec:

— A BBI, KaK s IOHMMAl0, T€ caMble AP0y M 4esoBedka... — M co cmexom: — S Tak MHOTO 0O
BaC CJbIILAJ.

Mei ¢ FOpao nepernisinynucs, HouHo# cTpaxk nepBbIM U CIIPOCHUIT:

— A BbI Bce cablanu?

Bamnup ycmexnyscsl, 3aTeM yka3all B3IVISIIOM Ha cTakaH, KoTopslil FOpao Bce emie aepxan
B pyKax. BeIlpazurenpHo ykaszai.

— Her. — Puan npou3Hec 3T0 TUXO, HO TaK, YTO J1aK€ COMHEHHI HE OCTAJIOCh — 3TO «HET»
LIAHCOB YTO-TO U3MEHHUTH HE JaBajo. — Bbl TOJIOAHBI, 1 NOHMMAKO Ballle COCTOSIHUE, HO, €CIIU BbI
CONIACUTECH COTPYAHUYATH, 5 CBXKYCh C KJ1aHOM Houn 1 Bam npenocTaBsAT mumry.

— MepTBas KpoBb! — ¢ IpEe3pEHNEM BbIIOXHYJ BAMIIHP.

— [ITaHC BBIKUTH, — BECOMO HAaITOMHWJI MAarucTp.

B »3TOT MHT ¢ IOTONKA CIYCTHJIOCH 30JI0TO€ CHUsiHUE, B cMbIcie, HaaBup, u ¢ HUM psaom
becemeprasiii. M eciin maructp Temnoro MekyccrBa, BcTaB Ha II0JI, HUYETO HE JEall, TO IPaKOH
0e3/1elicTBOBaTh HE COOMPAJICS — PHIBOK K BaMIIMPY, U Ha BCE MOJ3EMENbE Pa3/ajcs XpycT JIOMa-
€MBIX KOCTEH.

— Taxkam 3xpo3, HakaBe! — npounesn C4acIMBYMK, BMUHAS JIUIO BAMIIMPA B €T0 7K€ TOJIOBY.

S enBa caeprkana KpHK, a OCTaJIbHbIE IOYEMY-TO PEArNPOBAIIA CIIOKOWHO U JaXKe HE TyMaju
BMeIuBaThecs. [I0BTOpHBIN yap, Ha 3TOT pa3 B IPylb, BHOBb XPYCT KOCTEH, M BAMIIUP MOBAJINAIICS
Ha mos. A HaaBup, Bce ele CBEpKaroIuil 30J0ThIM CHUSTHHEM, HEOPEKHO MpHCET Ha KOPTOUKU
PSAIOM C HUM M HACMEIIJIMBO IIPOU3HEC:!

— JlaBaii ke, OIIMETOK OpOYbEH ISITKH, MHE OYCHBb XOUYETCS, YTOOBI ThI BCTAL. Buaumis i,
Mpasb THHJIAs], HE JIIOOITIO JIe)KaYnX OUTh.

I'maBa xnana Xarop Xpunen U KOpYuIICs Ha IOy, KOCTH CHOBA 3aTPelaiu, a IOTOM. .. JIULO
BaMITHpa BOCCTAaHOBWJIOCH IIOJIHOCTBIO, @ CJIOMaHHas TpyAb Hadana pacupsamiatecsa. Ho, ensa on
nonsITacsa Bcrarb, HaaBup cHoBa HaHec ynap. [la Takoii, 4To BaMnupa BMsUIO B KAMEHHBIN ITOJI.

— Her! — 3akpuyana s.

— A TbI He BMeLIMBaiics, — oTpe3al ApakoH. — M BooO11ie, MasbliiKa, mia Obl ThI. . . IPOKJIATUS
NOJy4MJIa, YTO JIM.

Puan o6Hs11 32 TJI€UM M CIOKOWHO TTOJTBEPAMIL:

— He BmemmuBaiics.

—Ho...

— He crour, rocnioxa Puare, — rosioc beccMepTHOTO ITTyXUM pOKOTOM ITPOHECCS 110 MOA3e-
MeIblo, — IV1aBa KjlaHa XaTop 3HaeT, Kak yOuBaTh JPAKOHOB, UTO U IPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAIL. A TeNephb
nopa HaaBup 1eMOHCTpHUPYET, UTO JPAKOHBI TOXKE 3HAIOT, KaK YOUTh HCTUHHOTO Bamnupa. K romy
YK€ HaHECEHHbIE TPAaBMbl OOJIE3HEHHBI, HO HE CMEPTENbHBI.

K cuactbio, 1yx 3010TOro ApakoHa y»k€ OCTaHOBWJICS U TENEPh MPOCTO CMOTPEN Ha MEHs
CUSIIOLIMMH 3€J1eHbI0 M1a3aMu. C MUHYTY OH HE OTPBIBAsCh BOT TaK CMOTPEJ HAa MEHS, a BaMIIHp,
Tpelia KOCTSMH, BOCCTaHABIIMBAJICS, BO3BpaIias cede mpexHue (HOopMbl.

— Jlanno, JIpii, — HaaBup sIBHO HEXOTs MOAHSIICA, — UCKITIOUUTEIILHO paind TEOsI.

Puan ycmexnyscs. 3ateM oOpaTHiics K BaMITUPY:

— Jlopa Xarop, HaJieoCh, TENEph Bbl FOTOBBI K COTPYIHUYECTBY ?

HaaBup XMBIKHYJI, JOCTAJI IIJIATOK U, BBITUPAS PyKH, IPOU3HEC:

— Teneps y Hero BeIOOpa HET. be3 epl Bpemsi ero AU3HU — 4ac-1oJITOpa OT CHUJIBI.

— 51 Tak ¥ NoHAI. — MarucTp 3arajlo4Ho yIbIOHYJICS.

Bceneixnyno anoe miams.
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Oxa3arbcs B criasibHE JIOpAa-AUPEKTOpa OBLIO KaK-TO HeOXKuAanHo. Eie Heoxxnaannee ObL1o
YCIIBIILIATh:

— Her, ona B mome. Hert, oxgHa.

[lepecTyk kaOmy4koB, OBICTPBIN, CTPEMUTENbHBIMN, JIETKUH, U JBEPh paclaxHylach, B
nemu lasny Bepuc. U s 3acteuia, noTpsceHHo s Ha Kyparopa. Kanuran Bepuc Beimsiaena
uzymurenabHo! CTpoliHoe Teno 06ierano yepHoe 6apxaTHoOE MJIaThe, JJIMHHBIE pyKaBa TPEYTOJIbHU-
KaMU CITyCKaJIUCh K JIAJIOHSIM, 3aBEPILIAsICh HUTSHBIM KOJIBLIOM, OXBaThIBAIOILIUM CPETHUE NAJIbIIbI C
JUIMHHBIMH, BbIKPAIIEHHBIMH YE€PHBIM [IBETOM HOT'TSIMU. [ TyOOKO€E 1€KOJIBTE, OTKPHIBAIOLIEE I1IEUr
BBIIJISAZIENIO OBl BBI3BIBAIOILIUM, €CJIM Obl HE MPUKPBIBAIOLIAs €ro OapxarHasi ayTUHKa, B KOTOPO
HEPEIJIENINCh YEPHOE KPYKEBO U M3yMpyabl... Hukorna Huuero nogo06HoOro He BUiea, HO KakK ke
nemu a’ne nu10 3TO yAUBHUTENbHOE yKpameHne! A B ymiax moOiecKuBajy e1Ba MPUMETHBIC U3Y-
MpY/bl, HO UX CUSHUE MEPKJIO B CPaBHEHUHU C 3€JIEHBIMM IVla3aMu KanuTaHa Bepuc. 3eneHbiMu,
CHUSIIOLIMMH U CMEIOLIMMHUCS, TIOTOMY UTO HE YBUJIETh MOIO peaKIuio jJeau Bepuc He morna, u cei-
4ac MOW M3YMJICHHBIN BUJ €€ SIBHO BECEIINIL.

— 3Haemb, Puare, — neiu rpaino3HbIM KECTOM MOTIPaBUIIa COOPaHHBIE B BRICOKYIO IPUYECKY
U YKpallleHHbIE U3yMPYAHON IHUAaJEMKON BOJOCHI, — MHE TOXKE€ O4€Hb HpaBuTcs. M nomkna npu-
3HaTh, — OHA TIOHU3WJIA TOJIOC A0 IIENOTa, — €CIHM ATOT OETOOPHICHI MpHHI Xaoca MOCMeeT He
3aMETUTh BCETO 3TOTO, 51 €r0 CMEPTEUIIECTBO MCKIIIOUY M3 CIIUMCKA CEPJACUHBIX NPUBSI3aHHOCTEN
pa3 u HaBcerza!

51 HeBONBHO YyNBIOHYNIACK, KypaTop Bepuc ynbiOHynack B OTBET U YKE IPOMYE:

— Wnewm, TyT BCe TOIBKO TEOS KAYT.

— Krt0 «BCce»? — MHe craio kak-To He 1o cede.

— He nepexxusaii, s ¢ T000ii, — OTBETHIIA IPEKpacHas 104b KiaHa Kpaaymuxcs 1 moMaHuia
3a COOOH.

VYxe B kopunope seau Bepuc cnpocuna:

— A nouemy nopJ Teep TeOs B CBOIO CHANIBHIO ITEpEHEC?

Mormua roykana riedaMu, MOTOMY KaK OTBET MHE ObLT HEM3BECTEH.

MBI npo1iuy yepe3 KOpUA0p U MOJOLUIH K MOUM KOMHaTaM. TaM clibIiajics CMeX, pa3roBOphbl
U HETEPIEIINBOE:!

— la toe xe oHa?

Jlenmn Bepuc pacniaxHysa 1Beph, BTOJKHYJIA 3aCTHIBITYIO MCHSI U 0OBSIBUIIA:

— Hanwna.

[IpucyTcTByromIME pa3oM MOBEPHYINCH, KAK-TO aATYHO IS/ HA CKPOMHYIO aIeNITKy AKajie-
mun [IpoxnsaTui.

— Her, 310 n3nerarensctBo, — npomumnena MaCun.

Pycanka Opla HE OHA — HA AMBaHAX OOPETAIIOCH €IIIe YETBEPO M TOXKE PYCANIKH, U IIECTh
ropHbIx ¢eit. Ho Bo3mymarscest mpopomkuia Toabko MaCuH:

— Jlo mpuOBITHSI KOPOJIEBCKOTO KOPTEXKa JIBEHAAaTh MUHYT. UTO, BOT YTO MOXKHO CJlI€NaTh
3a IBeHaA11aTh MUHYT?!

— CBanuTh, — CJI0Ba BaMnupiiuu 303J1b, IPUCTABIEHHOM KO MHE JIopAoM Buropu, npo3Bydanu
HAIJo, JICHUBO U OT TOTO COBEPIIEHHO M0-XaMCKH, — IOTOMY KaK HaM JBEHaJLATH MUHYT XBaTUT
BITIOJTHE, @ BBl MOJKETE KAJIOBATHCS HA CyAb0y Tae-HUOYIb TaMm, 3a ABEPHIO.

U 309156, 1 HaiiBepu cuaenu Hanpotus koMaHa6l MTHCHH 1 HEe 0000 000pUTENBHO CMOT-
peNy Kak Ha 3Ty HEPBHYIO KOMITaHHUIO, TAK U Ha SPKOE 30J10TOE IUIaThe, MBIIIHBIM KPEMOBBIM 001a-
KOM, TOXO0Xe, okujaBuiee MeHsa. Co CTOpOHBI BaMIIUPIL IUIaThEB ObLIO ABa — SIPKO-MAJIMHOBOE,
IBIIIHOE, C OTKPBITHIMU IIJIeYaMH U 0arpoBo-ajoe, 1IBETa KPaCHOIO BUHA, U3YMUTENIBHOE IJ1aThe
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U3 IIeJKa ¥ 0apxara, yKpalleHHOe cepeOpsiHOM BBIIIMBKOW, MMUTHPYIOIIEH I[BETHI, HA KOTOPBIX
KarneJbKaMH pOChl 3aCThUIN OpUIITUAHTBHI.

— OHO3Ha4YHO BTOPOE, — 3aMETUB MOM BOCTOP>KEHHBIN B3I, ckazaia 3031b. U 1eHuBbIM
TOHOM, 4yTh PACTATUBAs cloBa: — JlaMbl, 0CBOOOAMTE MOMEILIECHHE, Y HAC BPEMEHU B 00pes3.

— Ho... — gavama UuCun.
W Tyt Bamnupia Kak psIBKHET:
— BOH!!!

W3 Moeii rocTeBoi B MTHOBEHHE OKa CMBUIHCH (heH, pycasKu U 5. MeHs B KOpuaope rmoimana
cMmerontasicst Bepuc, cxBaTtuiia 3a pyKy U IPUBOJIOKIIA K BAMITHPILIAM.

— Hert, Hy HaJ10 ke KaKue Mbl HeXXHble! — BO3MYTHIIACh 3031b.

— Ha? — S tsxeno aeimana. — MeHs U Tak yXe Cero/iHs €/1Ba He Cheln!

— DTO KOMY XUTb HaJ0€J0? — MEJIaHXOJIMYHO MOMHTepecoBanachk HaiiBepu, HaunHas pac-
CTETHMBATh MOIO OJIEXKY.

W TyT xanuTaH BAPYT NOTSHYJIAa HOCOM BO3JlyX, HAXMYpUJIaCh U MpayHO COOOIINIA:

— I'maBa kimana Xarop.

W Haiiepu, u 303116 3aCThUIH, YIUBICHHO HA MEHS IOCMOTPEIIH, a IOTOM KaK Hayajioch!

— M4, TeI u3neBaembes? — 3aopana 3omst. — Hert, s kak mocneaHuii 6aa3yin HOCHIIACh 110
BCEM Mara3uHaMm € 3THM IIJIaTbeM, @ OHA MHE TyT YMEPETh PaHbllIe BPEMEHHU peruuial

— A 1, — HaliBepu NnpoIeMOHCTPUPOBAJIa PYyKH, — BCE NaJbIbl MCKOJIOJA, ITOKA THOMA Ha
cpouHyto paboty ynambiana! Het, rocnioka Puate, ¢ BaMu MOJIOXKUTEIIBHO HEBO3MOXKHO padoTaTh!

N naxe xyparop Bepuc BHecna cBOO napy MEIHBIX:

— Bo ums be3nnsl, [[3s1, Heykenn Helb3s ObITh OoJiee ocMoTpuTenbHON? Y Kyna TBOM Yetryii-
yarblii cMotpen?! JlagHo apoy — Halitec monoa emie, Aa ¥ BaMnupsl Xaoca eMy paHee SIBHO HE
BCTPEYAINCh, HO MOpJia IpaKOHUCTAas yeM aymain?!

Moero oTBeTa HUKTO He k1aj. HaliBepu misiHya Ha yachl, 30371k IpUKa3aa:

— Momuats, He conporuBmaTkesi! Y BooOmie He nepraiics, 5.

Jlenu Bepuc ycMexHynace 1 OTOILIA, s1 C HEW HE OTOLUIA TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO HE 3HAJa, 4TO
MeHS KJeT... M TyT BamMnupiIn Hayaau ABUTaThCsl C HEBEPOATHOM ckopocThio! MeHs pasnenu,
UCKYyNaJi U BBICYUIWIN 32 MUHYTY! Sl naxke He ycmena cMyTUTbCS, HE TO YTOObI HaYaTh BO3MY-
aThCcsl. 3aTeM 3alypiiany OyMakHblE MAaKeThbl, U, COAPAB C MEHsSI MOJOTEHLE, NEBYLIKNA HaYaJIl
MEHS JKe 0/1eBaTh. JlepHysach 5 TOJIBKO OJIMH pa3 — Haropojiach Ha KOITH 303J1b, Ta OCTAHOBUIIACh,
IPEKPaTUB METAThCA CMa3aHHOM TE€HBIO, U MPOIIHUIIETA:

— A MOXXHO IIPOCTO MOCTOSATH?

[TocTosTs OBLTO MOXHO. S U 3acThUIA, 0OSCH HE TO YTO JIBUTAThCS — JIBIMIATh. A B 3epKalie
HaMpOTUB OTpaXkaJlach MepenyraHHas g 1 YTo-TO YEPHOE, CTPEMUTEILHO BOKPYT MEHS IIepeMellia-
fouieecs. Ml MHe ocTaBanoch JIMILb HAOJI01aTh, KaK HAa MHE YK€ 3aCTernBaeTcs 0ebe, Kak OOHUMAIOT
JaI0HU TOHKHE aXKypHbIE NIEPUaTKH, KaK BOJIOCHI B3MBIBAIOT BBEPX, YTOOBI COOpAThCs B BBICOKUI
XBOCT, @ 3aTe€M OJIECTSIMMU MOAKPYYEHHBIMH JJOKOHAMM ONACTh Ha IJIEYU, OCTABIISISL OTKPHITON
HIEHO.

— Pyxu BBepx, — nocaeimancs ronoc Haiisepu, U s MOAYMHATIACE.

— BbI10XHU, — TTOUTH cpa3y npuKaszaja 303Jb.

W xopcet cTaHya MeHst OT rpyau U 10 Genep.

— I'ma3a 3akpoi, — cHoBa HaliBepu.

— I'y6ku iproTkpoi. — 3037b. — 3, MHOTO KOCMETHKU HAHOCUThH HE OyZeM — OJYEPKHEM
TBOIO IPUPOJHYIO KPacoTy.

C nuBaHa IOHECIJIOCH:!

— I'maza s ObI BEIAETIMIIA CHITBHEE.

— MM-M... nymaro, noizer. — M HaiiBepu Hayana 4To-TO €11ie HAHOCUTh HAa PECHULIBI.
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— 30911b, LIBET HJI€aJIEH, HO BCE K€ s Obl OCBETIWIIA, YyTh-4yTh, — CHOBAa BCTAaBHJIA JIEIU
Bepuc.

['yObI BHOBB OBLIIM HAMAa3aHbl YEM-TO.

— O na, — comtacuiiach BaMIUpILA, — TaK JIy4Ile.

— W Bce-Takum pyMsiHa TOXE HY)KHBI, OHa OeHast, — BHEC/A €Ile OHO MPEIOKCHUE JIeTU
[TasHa.

— VY Hac ecTb KOe-4To JIy4lle, — Myrarolle MpoTsHyna 3031b.

— HamHoro nyuie, — Bropuna et Haiisepu.

MHe cTano cTpaiiHo.

— W eme tak, — 6opmoTaia 303b.

— W a10. — HaliBepu ierkumMu KaCaHUSIMU HAaHOCHJIA YTO-TO HA BEKH.

— U tydenbku... He xmyt?

— Me-a, — meBenuTHCS BCE eIIe ObUIO CTPAIHO, OT KOI'Tel BAMITHPIIN OCTAJINCh [ApaITHHbI
U n00anuBay, He CUJIbHO, HO OLIyTUMO.

— E1te 661 oHM anu. — 30111 ycMexXHynach: — 5l 000pOTHIO-CalOKHUKY Cpa3y CKazajia: HaTpyT
— yOb10.

— XKecrokas. — Jlenu Bepuc paccmesiack.

— BrIBaeT, — MUpOIIOOMBO CO3HANIACH BaMITUPIIIA.

A OTOM MEHS$ ITepecTaIn Ma3arh, KPaCUTh, TPOTATh M BOOOIIE 4TO-1100 N1enaTh, u HaiiBepu
JIAaCKOBO CKasaja:

— I'ma3a oTkpo#.

S oTkpbLIa U... ¥ 3aJI0XHYIach OT BocxuuleHus! 5 Buaena ceOs B 3epKajie BO BECh POCT U...
He y3HaBana! [llenk oOHMMAI TENO TakK, CIOBHO 3TO HE JKECTKUM KOPCET, a MsrKasi TKaHb, CTPYs-
IIasiCcs 1O TNty ¥ (POPMUPYIOIIAsi CHITYdT C 3aHID)KEHHOHW TalHel, 3aTeM OJecTsiast TKaHb IBeTa
TEMHOT'0 BUHA HUCIIaa1a KackaioM clipaBa u Obuta mprcoOpaHa ciieBa, OTKpbIBas BTOPYIO Oapxart-
HYIO0 I00KY, pacLIUTYIO0, KaK U BEpPX KOpceTa, cepeOpoM ¢ KPOLIEYHbIMU KareJlbKaMy OpHIIIIHaHTOB.
HeseposiTHO kpacuBoe 1iaThe, MPOCTO HEBEPOSATHO! A 3aTeM MOM B3IJISIT METHYJICS K IepUaTKam,
NayTUHKON KPYXeB OOHUMAIOIIMM PYKH M PACHIMTHIM 3JIETAHTHBIM Y30pOM B TOH K IUIaThio. S
IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha BOJIOCHI — MHE €I1I€ HU OfiHA Ipuuecka Tak He ma! Y nuno... 5 Buaena neByumky
B 3€pKaJie HAIPOTUB M BCE )K€ HE y3HaBaJia ceOsi!

— [llects MUHYT, — 3asBWIA 303J1b, — MBI BEJTUKOJICITHBI!

—Ilocnennuit uTpux. — HailBepu METHYIACh K CTOTY, OTKPbLJIA YEPHYIO IIKATYJIKY U J0CTana
IIy3BbIPEK C KAKOM-TO aJION KUAKOCTBIO.

— Haneroch, 310 HE KpoBb? — Bompocuiia jgenu Bepuc.

— MsI gymanu 06 3ToM, — co3Hastack HaiiBepu, — HO 3pdexT ObLT OBI HE TOT.

MHe npuHecu Oy TBUIOUKY, 3aTEM BaMITHPINA OBICTPEHBKO Mepeaala ee cecTpe. 3037b BbITa-
MIa MPoOKy, MPayHO MOCMOTpETIa Ha MEHS U TIPUTPO3HJIA:

— He Brimbens — nokycaro.

— Xyxe — npusoseM crona MHCHH ¢ TUTOMHUKOM XBOCTaTbIX, — 100aBUjIa €€ CECTPUUKA.

A MHe Kka3asnocb, yTo HaiiBepu B 3TOM ayaTe camas Muasl.

— JIas1, Bpena He OyneT, — oTo3Banach ¢ AuBaHa jeau Bepuc.

W s pemnna noBeputbest — B3sla OyThUIOUKY, MOAHECHA K I'y0aM U BBIIWIJIA OAHUM MaXoM.
lopeun Obuia youiictBennas! M kucnsatuna, u... 1 MHE BAPYT TakK xopoiio craio. M Ha aymie cro-
KOWHO U MPUATHO, 1 HEPBO3HOCTb, YTO C YTpa HE OTIIyCKala, OTCTyNHJIa coBepIieHHo. ...

— A BoT u pymsHel. — HaliBepu 1no-100poMy 1 4yTh CHUCXOJUTENIBHO YIbIOHYIACh.

— PymsHen pymsiHIEM, K€M INIABHOTO, — HETEPIIEIUBO IS HA MEHS, CKa3aja 303J1b.

N mos koxa Hayasa cBeTuThesi! YyTh-uyTh, €Ba 3aMETHO, HO CBETUThCs! Bes!

— Jla, motpscarormie. — Jlenn Bepuc nopnsiiace, mogornuia oirke. — S Toxe Takoe Xody.

Ho Bamnnpiia, MaxHyB pyKo, cka3ana:
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— A 3T0 MeNo4H, TaK CKa3arh, TOOOYHBINH APPEKT, )KJIeM TITABHOTO!

U Bce Tpoe BBIKHIATEIHHO BO33PHIIMCH HA MEHS. DTO OBLIO Tak 3a0aBHO, YTO sI HEBOJIBHO
yABIOHYIIACH.

— Bot ono! — BocknukHysna 30971b.

— O-0... u3yMHTENBHO, — IIpoLIeNTaa Jeau Bepuc.

— Ha, maxe Jiydiie, 4eM Mbl JyMaJIH, — BbIIOXHYJIa HaliBepu.

— Y0 nyuiie? — He TOHSATA 1.

Bamnupiu npocTo oTouuy, BHOBb OTKpBIBAasi MHE BUJ] Ha 3epKajio. A B 3epkajie Oblia s —
CUACTIIMBAA, ¥ IAXKEe TJIa3a CUSUIM OT CUACTh, a eIl s yapioanacsk — cede, cectpam kiaHa Houw, u
nenu Bepuc, u BooO11Ie BceMmy MUDY.

— O pa! — pa3om ckazanu HaiiBepu u 30971b.

— HuuTo He ykparmraeT AeBYyIIKYy Tak, Kak ynbsiOka. — Jlequ Bepuc u cama ynpibanace. — /la,
BOT TENEPb HUKTO HE CKAXET, YTO Y Thepa nmpoOieMbl CO BKYCOM.

— Te1 3arMunIb Beex! — yBepeHnHo npousHecia Halisepu.

— §1 celiuac koro-To yObto, — ¢ yIBIOKOH CKa3aja 30371b.

W nouru cpasy pacnaxnysnach ABEpb, IOKa3aJICs HENPUMETHBIN YETOBEK B JINBPEE U CO ILIKA-
TYJIKOU B pyKax.

— YT0-TO BEI JOJITO, MHJICHIIINM, — HE TV HA HETO, 3aMETHIIa 303J1b.

— IlocbuibHbll Jieau Thep NPUHOCUT CBOM U3BUHEHUS, — 0€39MOLMOHAIBHO TPOU3HEC MYXK-
YHHA.

3a mKaTynkoil TeHbto MeTHynach HaiiBepu, a BOT oTkpbiBajia ee 3031b. OTKpbLIa, TOCMOT-
pena, 3aKkphblia.

— JlparolieHHOCTH He HY>KHbI, — COIVIaCUJIach C €€ peleHueM jeau Bepuc.

CBepkasi yiabIOKOH, KOTOpasi IOYEMY-TO HUKaK HE XOTela Uc4e3aTb, 1 KMUBHYJIA U, OTOWIS,
npucesna nepes BOPOXOM OAEKIbl, KOTOPYIO ¢ MEHs copBaiu Bamnupiiu. [loaBecka u miockuit
OBaJI JJIs1 BEI30BA 110 KPOBH, YTO J]aJl MHE DJuToXap, ObUIH M3BIICUEHBI U3 KAPMAHOB U 3aHSITH MECTO
B BEJIMKOJICTTHOM ILJIaThe.

— DT0 4T0? — MOUHTEPECOBANIACH 303Ib.

— MephbI Ipe0CTOPOKHOCTH, — OTBETHIIA S U TTOyMaJia, YTO TaK MHE IPOCTO OyJeT CIIOKOM-
Hee.

3a IBepblO, IPUOTKPHITON MOCIIE yX0Ja MOChUIBHOIO, BCIIBIXHYJIO cuHee MiaMs. OTTeHOK
y3Hazia cpasy. YecTHO roBopsi, CWJIbHO YIMBMJIACh, HE IIOHKMMAsi, YTO BOOOLIE TYT AEJAeT JOP.
AJCap, XOTSl MENTbKHYIA MBICIIb, YTO, OBITh MOXET, 3TO CHOBA JIOP. DIUI0Xap.

Ho paznancs ocTOpoXHBIN CTYK, IOJTHOCTBIO ONPOBEPras 3TO MPEANOI0KEHUE — MAarkucTp
Cwmeptu He cTai Obl CTy4aTh, OH Obl, CKOpPEE, A3BUTEIbHO IOUHTEPECOBAJICS, MOXKHO JIU €My BOUTH.

[lonpapnsis ckianKy miaThsi, B KOTOPOH CKpbLia IMOBECKY, 5 CKa3aja:

— Boiigure.

TemHBII T0pT HE3aMEMIUTEIILHO BOCIIOIB30BANICS pa3pemieHueM. [Ipoiias B komHarty, JIopa
AJncap, raJaHTHO OKJIOHUBIINCH, IPOU3HEC:

— Bcero kommapsoro, rocnioxa Puare, 6esrpannyaHoi be3nnel, nenu Bepuc, TeMHeHmmX,
musbie 30316 U HaliBepu.

Jlenu npucenu B peBepaHce.

[Tocne obMeHa r06e3HOCTAMU JTIOPT AJICIP COOOIITIIT:

— Jlean Puare, MeHs TPOCUIIM CONTPOBOJIUTH BAaC BO JBOPELL.

— Kapera xniet, — Bo3amyTuinach Kyparop Bepuc, — Mbl JOKHBI K [NTABHOMY BXOAY ITOIBEXATh.

— Tak 6e3onacHee. — TeMHBIN yKa3al Ha SPKO MBUTAOIIHNA TIEPEXO]I.

3arem nopa Ancap yablOHYIICs, HE OTpbIBasi B3MIsIa OT JI€/IU, U BAPYT, HaIlJIeBaB Ha BCE Mpa-
BUJIA IPWIJINYUS, BBIJAI:

— [lasna, mpekpacHoe ykpauieHue!
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Jlemn Bepuc cMyThiach M OMYCTHJIA TVIa3a, BAMITMPIIN CTOSIIM M TOXE YIBIOAINCh. A s
IIOCMOTpeIa Ha Jopaa AJicdopa B TEMHO-CUHEH TyHHKE U YEPHBIX OpPIOKaX, KOTOPBIA C 3aMETHBIM
BOCXMILIEHHEM Pa3TIIsAbIBAN YKpalleHue kanuTana Bepuc. S u cama Bce HUKaK HaIrOO0OBATHCS HE
MOIJIa, BIIEPBbIE BUXKY BOT Takoe BOT. 1 0COOEHHO BEJIMKOJIENTHO OHO CMOTPEIOCHh HA OTKPHITOM
JIEKOJIbTE KypaTopa H...

W Bapyr no crnuHe npomesncs XonoA0K.

Bo umsa be3ansl, uto-To 31€6CHh Ob110 HE Tak! f emie pas mocMoTpena Ha Jiopaa Ascapa, mpo-
CJIeIUJIa 3a €r0 B3MVIAJIOM, U HEXOpOIlee YyBCTBO MOCETHIIO BHOBB! Y nean Bepuc Obuio riry6o-
KO€ JICKOJIBTE, OUYEHb 3HAYMTEIHHO OTKPBIBAIOIIIEE MOJIOYHO-0€IYI0 BHICOKYIO TPY/Ib 10UEPH KllaHa
o0opoTtHei... Ho TeMHBbIi TopA yzensyl BHUMAHUE UCKIIIOYUTENBHO YKpamieHuto! Temuslit gopa!
ToT camplii, y KOTOPOTO B CHIAJIbHE MBI C MArUCTPOM DJIIIOXapOM OOHAPYKHUIHM Cpazy Tpex aam!

Moii HUTSHON aMyJeT HaxOIWJICS TOJ TepuYaTkoil — He mAoOparbes. M moTomy s TUTaBHO
HoTnpaBuia CKJIaJKy Ha IUIaThe, HAIlyIbIBas NanbllaMu MOABECKY Marucrpa CMepTH, U peliu-
TEJbHO €€ ckaial

Benbixnyno cunee miams!

W B TOT %Ke MHUT AJICOp CTPEMUTENBHO pa3BepHylics ko MHe! Ero miaza nonbIXHyIu OTHEM,
BOT TOJIBKO Y HCTHHHOTO TEMHOTO JIOP/Ia BUIHENIOCHh U TUIaMs M30 pTa — Y (pajbIIMBKH 3TOTO HE
OBLIIO.

— Te1!.. — npommnen Ancap.

— IIpenects Mos1, mepen 6a1oM HepBHUUAEM? — ITPO3ByUal rojoc gupekropa [lkonsr Uckyc-
ctBa CMepTH, U MarucTp MIarHyjia KO MHE U3 IJIAMEHH.

Jlopa Dnnoxap siBuscst B Oenoii TyHuke. Ta okazanach HECKOJIBKO MCIadykaHa — KpoBbio. Ho
MEHS ATO ceifyac COBEPILIEHHO HE Iyrallo, U, IIAarHyB K MarucTpy, s CXBaTHJIa €ro 3a pyKy U yKasaja
Ha AJjicapa.

— U 1b1 31€CH? — BOCKJIIMKHYJI MAarucTp.

TeMHO-CMHHIT OTOHB OXBATHJI TEMHOTO JIOpAA.

Uepes MrHOBEHHE B MOEH KOMHATE OCTAJIMCh 51, BCE €111 OTYAsSHHO CKUMaroLias 1a1oHb Jlap-
pAHA, ECTECTBEHHO, CaM MarucTp, HECKOJIbKO yAUBIIEHHAs Jiequ Bepuc n 00e Bamnupiiy, ¢ Hemo-
HUMaHHEM B3UPAIOIINE HA MEHS.

— Jls1, Munasi, — 10pa Diioxap BCMaTpUBAJICS B MO€ JIUIIO, — YTO CIIYUHUIIOCH?

S xorena cka3zarh U He Moma. ['opio cxkano crna3MoM, pyKd JIpoXKalid, OCO3HaAHUE TPOU30-
IHICAIIETO MyTano 10 yxaca. M Bexp Hu neau Bepuc ¢ ee o6oHstHEEM 000poTHS, HU 303116 1 Haii-
BEpU HUYETO He mouyBcTBOBaM! U rmiaMs, 0HO OBLIO TEMHO-CHHEE — KaK POo/IoBast Marus AJicaposB!
W menst Tpsicio, ¢ OJHON CTOPOHBI, OT HOHUMAaHUS, C IPYTON — OT MBICJIH, YTO 51 MOIVIa OLUMOUTHCS.

— Jpst... — Jlopa Dmtoxap npuBIIeK K cebe, OOHsUT, MOTIIAANII 110 CIIMHE U TpUKa3ail: — Boabl
IPUHECUTE, OBICTPO.

Ho s yxxe cripaBmiiacek ¢ coboit. OTcTpanuiach, Habpasa moOobIIe BO3AyXa ... ¥ HIYETO
He cka3ana. [loroMy 4TO MBIC/b, YTO 51 MOIVIa OIIMOUTHCS, OHA HE OTIyCKaa.

—Maructp, — XpHUIUIo IpoLIenTana s, — a MOKHO IEPEHECTH MEHS K 1opay Ananapy Aicapy?

B3sB 3a mieun, maructp CMepTH OTOABUHYI MEHSI, UCKJIFOUUTENBHO 11 TOT0, YTOObI BCMOT-
peThCs B MOU IV1a3a, U 3aJaj1l HeTPUBUAJIbHBIN BOIIPOC:

— Bbl ut0 eit Hanmim?

— [loxanyiicra! — ynpsimo nomnpocuna .

JlappsH omapuil MeHsl HeIOyMEHHBIM B3IJIIJIOM, XMBIKHYJI U IPOU3HEC:

— [MlanHa, a1 HAC BO ABOPIE.

BcenpixHyno cusee miams.
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OroHp MeJIEHHO, HO BEPHO MEHSI IIBET, CTAHOBSICh TEMHEE U HacChlllleHHEee. B kakoii-To Mur
IUIaMsl B3PEBEIIO [TOYTH ONITYIIUTENbHO, U, TOMHS UCTOPHIO B TpeTheM KOPOJIEBCTBE, 51 TOHIIA, YTO
3TO celvac MpOKUraeTcsl, BUIUMO, 3allluTa gomMa AJcapa.

— ThI ceronHs ynuBUTENBHO KpacuBasi, — BAPYT Ipou3Hec Maructp. — OObIYHO TBOSI KpacoTa
HEIIPUMETHA Ha MEePBbIN B3NS, HO Celdac 3TO KpallHe YMEJIO MOAYEPKHYTO. Thl O4€Hb KpacuBasi,
Jos.

S mpakTHUYeCcKu HeE ciblllalia €ro CJIOB, MEHS TPSACJIO MOCIIE CIyYMBILIETrocs, sl BCE elle He
MOTJIa TIOBEPUTH... Benp s momuia Obl ¢ J0pAOM AJICIPOM. .. WIH JIKE-AJICOPOM. .. €CIIU TOJBKO 5
He ommnbnack. 1 kak-To CKBO3b IEJIEHY MEPEKUBAHUN 5 3aM03/1aJ10 0CO3HANIA CKa3aHHOE JIOPJOM
DII0XapoM B C HEKOTOPOH 3a7Iep>KKOM, HE TSI Ha HEro, CKa3asa:

— Cnacu00. .. 32 KOMIUTUMEHT.

Caepxy npo3ByYaso 3ayMYHBOE:

— M-na.

A nortoM mnams yracio. Y Bapyr ctpeMuTenbHo, Tak OBICTPO, YTO s €/1Ba HE yralia, MarucTp
Dmioxap pa3BepHY/I MEHS U TPUIKaJ K CBOEH IPyIH JINLIOM, SIBHO OIpaX</ias OT KaKOro-TO 3pEJuila,
U HE yCIelia S HUYero CKa3aTh, KaK yCcJblllana:

— Ancoap, Tel Heucnpasum! Hert, Hy, s nonnmato, aBe, Hy TpH... Ho detsipe!

MenneHHo, HO OCHOBATENbHO KPAcHEIO.

— Bo umsa beznusbl, Dnmoxap, 4To0 TeOs OpKU CoKpaiu! — XpUILIO BeIpyTrajcs Jopa Anap.

3areM MOCBIIANOCH IIypIIaHUuEe TKaHW, BO3MYILIEHHBIE TI'0JI0OCA JKEHIIMH, CHOBA IIEJECT
MaTepuu, yJalsIoIuecs ard, ¥ TOJIbKO MOCJE 3TOT0 JOpI AJC3p NPOIOIIKIIL:

— Cnymait, 370 yxe HaritocTh! Thl BBasinBaebesi B Moit jom! B moro cnianibHio! C HeBecTol
Teepa B mpunauy! [lo npuObITHs ro6MMHOB e1e npopsa Bpemenu. — [laysa, u 3agymunBoe: — Bor,
napa MUHYT enie. I Ol Bce ycmed, s1... DIoxap, a 4To ¢ TBOeh pokei?

Maructp OTOABUHYJ MEHS, BCMOTpPEJICS B MOU IE€pEIyraHHble Ia3a U MpadyHbIM T'OJI0COM
03BYYMJI BEPHBIN BBIBOJ:

— D10 ObLT HE AJICID.

Mosnua KuBHYna.

— A 4ero oH x0Ten? — nociea0Baj BOIpocC.

— Cka3zaii, 4TO Bbl HOPYUYMIIM €EMY COIPOBOIUTH MEHSI BO ABOPELL. ..

— IIpoknsTas besnna! — npoperuan maructp Diioxap. — Kak Tel qorananacs?

—Hy... -l cmyTtuiace, onycTiia rojoBy U co3Hasach: — [ IoHMMaeTe, COMHEBAKOCh, 4YTO TEM-
HOTO JIOp/ia YKpalleHUE JIEAU MOXKET 3aUHTEPECcOBaTh 0OJIbILIE, YEM €€ OTKPOBEHHOE JCKOJIBTE. ..

BceneixHyno cusee miams.

Ho He ycnenu Mbl nepeHecTuch, Kak JoHeccs KpuK Ajcapa:

— 970 uTO TaKoe ObLI0 BOOOIIE?

WU peB orus cran tuie, a m10xap KpUKHYI B OTBET:

— Ciymaii, Ancap, Tbl Kak J0 ISTH T0HAEIIb — 30BU.

— Jla TbI caM 3asgBuIIbCs! B ouepennoit pas!

— Toxe BepHO, — BECENIO OTBETHII MarucTp.

B3peseno mnams.

W nouTH Tak xe rpoMKO NMPaKTUUYECKHU B3pEBEIN JOpA AJcop U Opocuiics 3a HaMHU.

[IpsiMo Tak, Kak 1 OBUT — B XaJIaTe Ha TOJI0€ TeJo U OocukoM. M, HaBepHOE UCKITIOYUTEITBHO
U3 BPEIHOCTH, JIOpA DJuioXap B35 U [IEpeHEC Hac He B MOKkou PraHa, a mpsIMUKOM B XOJUI JBOpLA
umneparopa! 1 Mbl 0ka3anuck NOCpear OrpOMHON TOJIIBI NPUBOPHBIX, CTOSIIMX TYT B OKUJAAHUN
CBabOBI.
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Hy n noxnanuce — npeacraBieHusl.

— He cwmeii, copiman meua? He cmeli Oombliie BBaauBaThcsa B MO0 crnaiabHIO! OCOOEHHO ¢
Hel! — 3aopad, eBa CTUX PeB IUIAMEHH, JIopA AJCap.

W tak tuxo crano. S Takoil MepTBON THILMHBI Ja)ke Ha Kiaadulue He ciblana. Ha Hac
Tenepb cMoTpenu Bce! W mon u3yyarommu B3IVISAAMU JIOPAOB U JIEAW CTAO0 OKOHYATEIbHO
CTBIJHO.

Ho tonbko mue!

— A 6e3 JIpu MOXKHO? — HATJIO MMOMHTEPECOBANICS DIToXap.

Jlopn Ancap, 10 KOTOPOTO JIOILIO, B IPUCYTCTBUU CKOJIBKUX CBUIETEIEH BEIETCS ATa BECbMa
MHTepecHas Oeceia, MOoMpoCTy 3aMep, @ BOT MarucTpa v 3T0 HE OCTaHOBUIIO:

— Jlanno, paccnabbes, B ciaenyromuid pa3 Teepa 3axBauy, a To nepen el yxe HeymoOHO.
Onun pa3 ee k TeOe MPHUBOJIOK — THI TaM C TPEMsi, BTOPOH pa3 SBWIHCH — y TeOS B TIOCTENH YKe
YeThIpe IeBUIIBL. 3HACIIb, AJICOp, MHE 3a TeOs cTIIHO. UTo 35 Teneps o nopaax TemHol ummnepun
JYMaeT, CTPAIIHO JaXKe MPEACTaBUTh, Aa, IPeaecTb Mos?

S Hudero He aymaiia, MHE Toxke Ob1T10 CThIAHO. OueHb. CoBceM. U, He oTphIBas 171a3 OT TOJIa,
s IpoLIenTana:

— A Puan rue?

— B ynpaBnenuu, — prIkHya1 Ancap.

— Cnacubo, — 3anMHasACh, cKa3aia s ¥, TaK K€ TSI MCKIIOYUTEIBHO B TI0J, TOPOIUIUBO
HalpaBUJIach K IBEpH, Beylllell Ha HUKHUE YPOBHH.

Mou kalirydkH MpoLOKaau M0 KAMEHHOMY MOy B aOCOIIOTHOM THILIMHE. Be3yMHO CTBIIHO,
U BCE, YETO MHE B 3TOT MUT XOTEJIOCh, ITO IPUOEkKATh K MArUCTPY, OOHSTh, a TIOTOM CIPSITATHCS 32
€ro IIMPOKOM CIIMHOM OT BCEX 3TUX B3MIAJO0B, CUTyallMil M BOOOIE MHEHHUM BbICILIEro 00IIECTBa
Temnoii numnepun!

[lo nectHune s He cmycTuiach — s cOexalna NPaKTUYECKH, IOTOMY KaK M TaM Hapo.y, Ha
MEHS B3UPAIOILETro, 0OKa3ajaoch HemMasio. BopBanack Ha MepBblid 3TaXK U O0JErYE€HHO B3JJOXHYJIA —
371ech He ObLIO HUKOTO!

[Ipoiins no nepBoMy ypOBHIO, CITyCTHJIACh Ha BTOPOM, TOXKE COBEPLIEHHO ITyCTON Onaroaaps
Maruu, U, NOA0KIs K ABEpH yIIpaBlieHuUs, Ha MUT 3amepia. [louemy-To Tosbko ceifyac noHsuia, 4To
BOT-BOT paciuiadyck. He 3ps s Tak He xoTena nosiBisAthes rnpu Asope Temuoit umnepun! Coscem
HE 3ps, 5 TYT U TaK HUKTO, a IIOoCJie IpeJcTaBlIeHus Jisoxapa u Ancapa... Eciu nmneparop 060
MHE CTOJIb HEBBICOKOTO MHEHUS, CTPAIIIHO NPEACTABUTb, YTO CKAXYT JIPYTHE. ..

PacnaxnyB n1BepH, 51 TYT € U OCTaHOBUJIACh — Y Hac ObLJIO HA YIUMBJICHHE HEMAJIO MPUCYT-
cTByIOLIUX. Bee Hamm u eliie 3a COpok JIOpAOB B TEMHOM OJIEXK/I€ CITyKaluX ynpasineHnus. 1 ensa
s BOIILJIA, BCE Pa30M IIOCMOTPEIN B MOIO CTOPOHY.

— IIpocTute, neau, — HENPUSA3HEHHO Hayajl OJIMH U3 TEX, KOTO s BUJIENa BIIEpPBbIE, — HO CIO/Ia
BXO[I...

W s nonsana, yTo pa3peBych NPSMO 3/1€Ch U celyac, a I0IMYCTUTh 3TOT0 HUKAK HEJb3SL.

— TemupIx! — mo3mopoBaiace, enBa CIepKUBAsICh, M, HA Ha KOTO HE IJIS/IsA, TIOYTH ToOexaa
K KaOMHETy Marucrpa.

— Puare! — oknmukHynn MeHs 000poTeHb JIekcaH.

S HMKOTO HE ciylIala, s paclaxHyJsa JIBEpH, BOLIUIA U €/1Ba CAepKaia KpUK!

Tam HaxoausCs yke COBCEM HEMOJIOAON ApakoH-nosykpoBka! Pa3nersiil 1o nmosca, npuss-
3aHHBIN K CTYJly OTHEHHOM IUIEThIO, CTAOMIM3UPOBAHHBIN B COCTOSIHUM 000POTa U MOTOMY UCIIbI-
THIBAIOIINUN OOJIb HE CTOJIBKO OT OTHEHHBIX YT, CKOJBKO OT BBIBOpPAYMBAIOIIEH CyCTaBbl JUKOU
6onu. B Mecrax, rae Teno conpukacagoch C IUIEThIO, IINIENa U MJIaBUIACh KOXKa, Yellys, oclie
000poTa JOKEHCTBYIOIIAs CTAaTh UJIealbHON OpOHEH, 3aTOPMOKEHHAsI B 3apPOABIILIEBOM COCTOS-
HUH, OCBINAJIACh UCKOPEKEHHAs! U OKPOBABJICHHASI.
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3a cTosiom, ¢ IEpOM B pyKax, CUIeN HeBO3MYTUMbIN aemMoH YnraH LlleiBp. OH oTopBasics
or Oymar u, HeJOyMEHHO BCKHHYB OpOBb, mocMoTpen Ha MeHs. Mopd Beap Hetic nposiBuics y
creHbl. HO 4TO Takoe OHM B CPaBHEHHMHM CO CTOSLIMM HaJa ApakoHOM jopaoMm Puanom Teepom, B
YbUX PyKax U Oblja pyKOsITb OTHEHHOM 11eTU? Y ¢ ero rHeBHBIM PBIKOM:

— 3a kakoit bezgHoi?!

S ¥ Tak crosiya He JIbIIIA, TENEepPh MPOCTO OKaMEHEa.

— Bon! — psiBKHY! Maructp.

HcenmyranHo cMOTpIo Ha J10pJa-IUPEKTOPa, HE B CUIIAaX JIaXKe MOIIEBETUTHCS.

MpauHo BbIpyraBIIUCh, PHaH HIBBIpHYI IJIETh U Pa3BEPHYJICA BCEM TEJIOM, C TAKUM BUJIOM,
YTO 51 MBICJIEHHO MONPOIIAJIACh C XKU3HBIO, HO KOTJIa OH YBMJIE] MEHS... Sl HUKOrJa He AyMada,
YTO TaK ObIBaeT... Ho BOT OH CMOTPUT Ha MEH$, U B YEPHBIX UyTh MEPLAIOIIMX [VIa3aX UCUE3AET
3JI0CTb, SIPOCTh, THEB, @ MOTyuee Tesio Jopaa Puana Teepa mokugaeT HanpsKeHUe, U 4EPTHI JIMLIA
Pa3mIaXUBAIOTCS, M HAa TYOax MOSABISETCS €/1Ba 3aMETHAsI, HO Takasi 1oOpasi yIbIOKa, a e1e BOCXH-
mieHue. .. besnna Bocxuienus MHOU. U 51 nelicTBUTENbHO MOUyBcTBOBaIa ceds kpacusoit! Camoit
KpacuBoii Bo Bcex Mupax Tbmbl! CaMoil-caMoii. .. 175 Hero.

Bot Tonpko 0ueHb KyTKO ObLIO CHOBA yBUAETH PuaHa, ¢ OTHEHHOM IJIETHIO B pyKaxX MbITAl0-
IIETO 3aKJIIOYEHHOT0. S, mobseHeB, B3VISHY/IA HA MBITAEMOT0, PACTEPSIHHO — HA MarucTpa, KOTo-
PBIi, Taske HE 3aMETHUB MOETO B3I, PACCMATPHUBAI. .. ITyCTh OyneT Jaud riaThs. 3aTo CMATEHUE
yBugen nopz Lleisp. [leMOH npuBiIek MO€ BHUMaHUE, YKa3aB )KECTOM Ha CKOBAaHHOTI'O JIPaKOHA,
U IIPOM3HEC:!

—Jlopxa I'po, npakoH. Eciiv BB TOMHUTE TOT MOTUJIBHUK, B KOTOPOM 32)KHBO IOIpedIn MacTe-
POB WILTIO3UM U apTe(aKTOpoB, TO BOT 3TOT KOHKPETHBIN MHAMBH/ IPUHUMAI B ’TOM HENOCPE-
CTBEHHOE yudactue. Bam ero Bce emie xanb?

XKanocrtu kak-To noydaBunocs. [IpuueM 3HaUUTENBHO.

— Jla-a-a, kpacuBasi, — pa3ajics €XuIHbII rojJoc Mopda.

W B3msig MarucTpa 4yTh-4yTh, HO U3MEHHJICS, CTaB BOCXMIIIEHHO-COOCTBEHHUYECKHM. S
yAabIOHYyIach, HE CMOTJIa cAepKaThes, Puan ynbeiOnyscs B otBeT. O be3nHa, 3HaeT Jik 3TOT My»KYHMHA,
KaK MHOTO OH 3Ha4MT AJs MeHA?.. [la 4To TaM «MHOT0», KAKMM-TO HEMBICIMMBIM 00pa3oM JI0p.
Puan Trep ctan mist MeHst aDCOTIOTHO BCEM — MOUM JIbIXaHUEM, MOEH KU3HbIO, MOUM CBETOM. ..

— VY MeHs HET CJIOB, — BAPYT Npolientai Puad u marnysi Ko MHe.

— OHU U HEe HY)KHBI, — 3a4apOBaHHO IVISAS B €r0 4yTh MEpIatoliie HEIPOHULIAEMO YEepPHbIE
71a3a, NpouenTana s.

— IIpaBna? — OH nonomien Onuxe. — A BeIb 5 JOJDKEH OChINATh T€0s KOMIUIMMEHTaMHU B
COOTBETCTBHUH C MIPUIBOPHBIM 3TUKETOM.

— IIpuaBOpHBIM STUKET. .. — IpoOOpMOTAaa 5, KaK 3aBOPOKEHHAs VISl Ha HETO. ..

A TIOTOM BCIIOMHUJIA — IBOP, ITUKET, AJcap!

Maructp Bceraa OblI IPOHUIIATENEH, 3aMETII BCE U ceiyac.

— Yt0? — TpeboBaTeNbHbIN BOIIPOC.

— Jlopn Ancap. — S Bonuia u 3aKpbuia ABEPb.

Puan Momya »paai, moka mpoaoikKy, U s HE cTaja MOJI4aTh:

— OH MOSIBUJICS B TBOEM JIOM€, COOOIIHB, YTO COMTPOBOAMT MEHS BO JBOPEIL, HO 5 3aII0Z03pHIIA
oOMaH.

Jlopn Trep oOepHyiics kK Mopdy, ¥ TOT O€3 CJIOB IIBBIPHYJ €My Bila)kHOe nosioreHue. Crapa-
TEJNbHO BBITUpAs pyKu, Puan cripocui:

— Trl BcioMHMIIA PUCYHOK U J0Ta/1anach?

OTtpuiarenbHO MOTHYB IOJIOBOM, CKa3aja:

— IloBenenue nopaa Ancapa BbI3BajO HEKOE HEAOYMEHUE, U... g BbI3Bajia JIjioxapa.

— Tak 310 0OH K TeOe momMuancs? — Kak-To HEJOBOJIBHO IIPOU3HEC MArucTp.
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HenoymenHo-ocyx1aromumii B3N YEPHBIX, KaK caMoO TeMHOe UCKyCCTBO, I1a3. S moxana
IUIEYaMH, IIOTOM YyKas3aja Ha HHUTSAHOW aMyJleT, HEIOCTYNIHBIA IOJ BBICOKOW II€pYaTKOM, U Ha
CKJIAJKy IUIaThsl, B KOTOPOM OCTajach BUCETh IPUKOIOTas nojasecka. Hemoymenue u3 B3nna
MarucTpa UcYe3io, OCYKICHHUE O0CTAIOCh.

— A TbI ObUI 3aHAT! — HAILIACK 5.

— 51 u cefiuac He cBOOOIEH, — CO CMEXOM OTBeTHI Puan.

CmyTriiach OKOHYaTenbHO. Maructp oTOpoCul MoJIOTeHLIe, OO1IEN, OOHSAT U, HAKJIIOHUB-
IIMCh KO MHE, IPOLIETITA:

— A sl TOBOPMJI, UTO Thl FT€HUAJILHBIN CJI€10BaTENb?

— Her... — BbIiOXHYNA 1.

— IlpaBna? — uponuuHas ycmemika. — MM-M, U Jake 3a0bl1 MOXBAJIUTh 3a OOHApyKEHUE
BXOJ1a B TaliHUK?

—a...

— Mep3asen, noauewn ¥ HEroAs, — pe3IOMHUPOBA JIOPI-AUPEKTOP.

— ThI cUIIKOM CTPOT K cebe, — 3aKycuia ryoy, 4ToObl HE pacCMEsIThCS.

Puan ynbIOHYyICS 1, TOBBICUB T'0OJIOC, CIIPOCHIL:

— VYnTaH, 4yTo y Hac 10 BpeMeHu?

— Bpiuwo.

— Slcno. — UyTh nomxkarble TyObl, U OBICTPOE pelieHne: — ITOoro oTaail Bamnupy. — Jpakox
u3/aJl XpUI ¢ nojBbiBaHueM. — K Anicapy MpUCTaBUTH MIECTh TOHUUX, €CJIM OH I/Ie-TO MOSBUTCS
0€e3 HUX, cpa3y OIpeeINM MOEIIKY, OCTaJIbHbIX Ha Mo3uluu. Haunnaem.

JBeprp pacnaxHynace npexae, yeM yopa LlelBp k Hel nogomes, B IVIaBy KjlaHa XaTop,
JIEPIKAILEro B pyKaxX CTaKaH C KPOBBIO.

— Kak e st Mor 3a0bITh PO Balll UI€AJIBHBIN CIIYX, — C YCMEIIKOM MPOU3HEC MarucTp, Mpu-
BJIEKasi MEHsI OJIMXKeE.

— Jla 6pockre, — BAMITUP XUIIHO OCKAIMIICS, — 3HAs Bac, JIOpA Thep, MOTY MOCTaBUTH O1aro-
MOJIy4YMe CBOETO KJIaHa Ha TO, YTO HU O Y€M Bbl HE 3a0bLIH.

— Kak onnpomeTunBO ¢ Bael CTOpOHbI, — CApPKaCTUYHOE 3aMEYaHNE MAarucTpa, — B O4EPEIHON
pa3 pucKoBaTh OJIaroNoayYUeM KIIaHa.

Bamnupa nepexocuio.

— JlpakoH Baui, — noBTOpWJI PuaH — Ha 3TOT pa3 ¢ XOJIOAHON YYTHBOCTBIO.

I'maBa xmana Xarop Opocuit B3IIsiA Ha CBSI3aHHOTO Jiopaa ['po, U Ha ero Juie MosBHIIACH
CTpalIHasi yaplOKa, OYeHb CTpallHasl U CyJsIasl APAaKoHY JOJTYI0 MYYHUTEIBbHYIO CMEpPTh. A s
BCIIOMHUJIA CTEHY, B KOTOPYIO IPAKTUUECKHU ObLI BIIasiH BaMIup. .. OroHb, CHOCOOHBIN pacijlaBUTh
KaMHH — IIPEpOraTuBa JPaKOHOB. ..

— He nymai, 4ro otnaaure, — BAPYT NPOU3HEC BAMIIUD.

— 51 yBaskaro Baile mpaBo Ha MECThb, — CIIOKOMHO, 0€3 TEH! HACMEIIKH, OTBETHII JIOPH JHPEK-
Top. — Poxgnas, mvam nopa.

Bceneixnyno anoe miams.

Bomnpekn MouM 03kuIaHUSAM, MBI TIEPEHECIIUCH HE B 3aJ1 IBOPIIA, & B CIIAJIBHIO JIOP1a-IUPEK-
Topa. U, eaBa peB miiaMeHu yTux, g CIpocuia:

— CKOJIbKO BpEMEHH IJ1aBy Ki1aHa Xarop JAepkKalid B TOM rpote?

MarucTtp BHE3aImHO OMYCTHJICA Ha OJHO KOJIEHO M Hayajd C CaMbIM JyKaBBIM BHUJIOM 3a0u-
paThCsl O/ TBIIIHBIE I0OKH.

— Puan! — Bo3myTHIIach .
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— JIBeHauath JIeT; He KpUuH, He TOMOKET. — CHUJIbHBIE PYKU CKOJIB3HYIJIM IO HOTaM, HadaJln
OCTOPOXKHO MOJHUMAThCS BBEpX. — KcTaT, — OH OCTaHOBUJICS U IOCMOTPET B MOM Ivla3a OYEHb
IPUCTAIIBHO, — TEOS KAET SK3aMeH, poAHast. J{onruii, mpucTpacTHBIN, U S HE TapaHTUPYIO, 4TO Oyay
CTOJIb K€ MHJIOCEPJIEH, KaK B MPOIILIBINA pas.

[Tanbip! nobpauch 10 Kpast 4yloK, [Jla3a MarucTpa noJ03pUTENbHO OTEMHENH, JaXkKe Mep-
LIaHUE yracjo, 3aTeM PuaH pe3ko MOAHAJICS U UCYE3 3a ABEPHIO B BAHHYIO.

[ostBuiics mpakTHUECKH cpa3y, B OJHOM MOJOTEHLE U C MOKPBIMU BOJIOCAMH.

— WTak, Mbl BBIUMCIUIN IPAKTUYECKU BCEX 3arOBOPILHKOB.

— W cxonpko Bcero? — mpobopMoTana s, MIsSAs, KaKk OH UCUE3aeT Ha ATOT pa3 3a JIBEPHIO
rapiepoOHOM.

— YyacTBOBana0? — Mpo3By4aJIo [NIyX0€ U3-3a 3aKPbITOH ABepU. — TOJIBKO CPEH BhICILIEH apH-
CTOKpaTHH CEMbCOT JBAJLATh LIECTb.

[TorpsicenHas, s HICIIyraHHO COPOCHIIA:

— Ckomnpko?

— Jla, Hemano. — Puan nosiBuiics B pyOariike 1[BeTa KpaCHOrO TEMHOTO BUHA U YE€PHBIX OpIo-
Kax.

W3 ykpaienuii Ha MarucTpe UMeJICs TOJIBKO MYXCKoi Opaciiet poaa Thep U pomoBoii Mena-
np0H. [lomoias BIuIoTHY10 KO MHE, PHaH ¢ MpOBOKAIMOHHON YIBIOKOM MPOTAHYI MaJICHBKYIO pac-
4yecky... Moiya ee B3suia, HeloyMeBarollee IVIsAsl Ha MarucTpa.

— Hebonpras Mepa npeaoCTOpoKHOCTH, — MPOIISHTaN OH, 3araJouHO YIbI0asICh, — B KPUTHU-
YECKOW CUTyallH €€ CIIeIyeT IPOCTO OOPOHUTD.

— A 4TO monanaeT noj| ONpeAeacHUe KKPUTHUECKasi CUTyalus»? — IOMHTEPECOBAIACH 5 Ha
BCSIKHMI CITy4aid.

Puan npomosyan, misas Ha MeHs. .. Ero B3misi1 CTpeMUTENbHO MOTEMHET, AbIXaHNUE U3MEHU-
J0Ch, OH HAKJIOHWJICS HU)KE, HAKPBIBAsi MO T'yOBI TIOLIEITyeM. .. Teruioe, He)KHOE PUKOCHOBEHUE,
U s IOTSIHYJIach K HEMY cama, 3a0bIB 000 BceM Ha cBeTe... Mbl 00a 3a0bL1u.

B cnenytoniee MrHoBeHHe pacyecka BbIlaja U3 MOUX PYK...

[Iunenue, BCOBIXHYBILIEE IIaMsl, MarucTp Jmoxap, AeMoH Yiarad llleiBp, nars npuspau-
HBIX UMIIEPATOPCKUX FOHYMX BBIHYIWIN Jopaa Thepa BHITYCTUTh MEHS U3 OOBSTUH.

— besnna! — Tuxo BeIpyrazucs Puas.

— He tot «kputHueckuii ciayyaii»? — BepHYB ce0e ClIOCOOHOCTD ABIIIATh, MPOILENTaNA 5.

Puan paccmesicst, HaKJIOHUIICS U, TOJHSB PacueCcKy, 3aKPEMUII €€ B CKJIaIKaX MOETO IIAThS.

— He Ttort, poanasi, — mocMenBasch, IpOU3HEC OH.

— Marus BeapbM? — BCE TaK K€ IIETIOTOM CIIPOCHIIA 51 Y MarucTpa.

— Xaoca! — BMeCTO JopJa-IupeKkTopa OTBETWI Dijioxap. — Tbep, y MeHs cepale ciabdoe,
noce Jxe-Asicapa ocodenno. Tak BoT, Moe citaboe cep/ilie Ha JDKETPEBOTH HE pacCUYUTAaHO.

— D10 ObLIa 3aIJIAaHUPOBAaHHAS POBEPKA, — HEBOZMYTHMO COJII'all MarucTp.

B crnenyromee MrHOBEHHE Mbl OCTAJIUCh HaequHE... ¢ DmioxapoM. Maructp Cmeptu, B
YEpHOM 3aMIIEBOM KOCTIOME 1o oObr4asiMm MupoB Xaoca, ¢ BojocaMu, COOpaHHBIMHU B XBOCT Ha
3aTBUIKE, ¥ IEPCTHEM, CHMBOJIM3UPYIOIIUM CMEPTh, 0€3 TEHH YIBIOKH TS Ha JIOpIa-TUpeKTopa,
BAPYT IPOU3HEC:

— Te1 yBepeH B perieHun?

— AOCoOI0THO, — OTBETHII Pran.

Maructp Dnoxap MpoTSHYN PYKY, HAIIPaBUB €€ JIaJOHbIO BBEPX, U BOKPYT HAC BCIBIXHYIIO
ajoe IiaMs.

— Temuee, — Hauas naBaTh yka3anus Puan. — Mconb3yii 6ojiee HU3KYIO TeMIIeparypy OTOKa.

[1nams moTemHeno, cTaB yke NPUBBIYHBIM MHE aJJOBBIM IUIAMEHEM.

— WneanpHas uMUTALMSL, — OXBAJIUI JIOPA-TUPEKTOP.

— JI»10 mocBsmars Oyaem? — BOIPOCHIT DIjioxap.

26



E. 3BésgHas. «Ypok BOCbMOW: Kak BbITM 3aMy>X 3@ TEMHOIO fiopaa»

— EcrectBeHHO. — OueHb 3araiouHo 3TO MPO3ByHalIo.

S mocmoTpena Ha Puana — BBICOKOTO, C IIUPOKUMH IIJICYaMH, TEMHBIMH, PACCHITABIIMMUCS
0 IJIeYaM U CIIMHE BOJIOCAMM, YEPHBIMHU, Kak camo TemHoe MckyccTBo, ma3aMu, B UbeM MeEp-
[aHWU 51 OE3BO3BPATHO TOHYJA, M, HEBOJILHO YIIBIOHYBIIHUCH, TIOBEPHYIACH K JIOPIY DIIIOXapy...
9TOOBI OTPsICEHHO 3aMepeTh! Tam He ObLI0 Diutoxapa, TaM cTosuT MarucTp Trep!

W yxe HHKaKoro KOCTIOMa M3 YepHOW 3aMIIU — OfeXaa Joke-Puana Obina Takast ke, Kak y
CTOSIIIIETO PSIOM CO MHOM: pyOariika BeTa KpaCHOTr0o TEMHOTO BHHA, YepHBIC Oproku. OH ObLT TOYHO
TaKUM €, pa3Be 4UTo... s HE TOHY/IA B YEPHBIX IIa3ax JIOKHOTO JiopAa-aupekropa. «Ceple He
oOMaHeMIby», — HoJgyMasa s.

— Opmna mpoOniema, — TUXO CKaszaja, pa3rajlaB X 3aMbICell, — HA MarucTpe JJioxape HeT
ponoBeIx apredakToB poaa Trep.

— CepbesHo? — Dyutoxap yabIOHYJICS, U 3TO ObUIa HCTUHHO €T0 M3/IeBaTelIbCKast yIbpI00uKa. —
[Tomoiiau ko MHE.

Puan monTonkHyi, BRIHYX/Aasi TOAYUHHUTHCS, M, CTOWIO MHE NPUOIU3UTHCS, Ha IIee JDKe-
Trepa 1 Ha ero mpaBoM 3arsiCThe MPosBWIHCH apTedakTol! Tenepb onn Obutu! S MpoTAHYIa PYKY,
KOCHYJIaCh MaCCUBHOTO 30JI0TOT0 Opaciiera, U 3TO IEHCTBUTEIBHO OBLIO 30J10TO — 10 OIYIIEHUSM,
XOJIOAKY MeTauia, 6iecky!

— C apredakramu CymecTByeT oiHa MpodieMa — OHH JJAIOT OTPEICTICHHOE MarniecKoe U3iy-
YeHue, — Hauall 00bsACHATh PuaH, — 1 ero nojaienars Heb34, 3aT0 €CTh BO3MOKHOCTh MaCKUPOBATh
10/ U3My4YeHne Ooee CUIIBbHOTO apTedakTa — ceifyac 3TO TBOE KOJIBILIO.

51 Ha MTHOBEHHWE NMPUKPBLIA TIa3a — B MIPUCYTCTBUU Cpasy JABYX JopaoB ThepoB ObLIO Kak-
TO HE 10 celde, a 3aTeM CIIPOCHIa:

— Puan, 1 9TO THI MHE XOUYEIIb THM CKa3aTh?

— Iloka Huuero. — Maructp Dioxap BepHyJ ce0e NpeXHUM BUJ U, IIEJTKHYB MEHS 110 HOCY,
nob6aBwit: — A BOT Ha 0aiy Bam, aJieNTKa, MPUACTCS MOJAPUTh MHE OJIUH TaHEIl.

— Ecnu 51 He ycrero BEpHYThCs paHbllle, — ¢ HEKOTOPBIM HEZA0BOJICTBOM Npou3Hec PuaH.

— 51 6yny monuth be3nHy 00 3TOM, — H3/1eBaTeIbCKH IPOTSIHYI DIioxap. — Bpemst. [061mHOB
U TaK 3aJIep>Kaju B My TH.

Benbixnayno cunee miiams, yHocs maructpa Cmepru.

VYHecaoch Beiell 32 HUM U Moe criokolicTBue. «Eciu st He ycnero BepHyThes paHbiie. .. » Kak
He TIOHpaBUJIach MHE 3Ta ¢pasza! U cTpamHo cTano Tak, Kak TOrJa y KOHTOPHI, KOTja THOHYIIHNA
Kappar orauai OKpeCTHOCTb CBOMM MPEACMEPTHBIM KPUKOM.

— Ham nopa, ponnas, — Puan nogouen, oOHsI 3a MJI€YH, — €T0 BEIMUYECTBO C HACJIEIHBIM
IIPUHLIEM YK€ Y BOPOT JBOpLA.

HagepHoe, HUKOTJa U3 COHMa MOUX KOILIMapOB HE UCUE3HET 3UMHSS HOUb, B KOTOPYIO U3pa-
HEHHOT'O YMUPAIOILEro OTIa BHecau B Haul oM Hounble cTpaxku! Bot u celiuac 3a okHamMu BecHa,
a MHE 4y/IWTCS 3aBbIBaHUE JieAsHOro BeTpa! U cTpaiiHo Tak, u oulylleH!e, YTO HaIBUTAETCsl YTO-
TO HEOTBpaTumoe!

— Puan! — 4 o6epHynace, 3armisiHyna B €ro TEMHbIE, TAKME MYJpbIE U JIIOOSAIIUE [1a3a U MPo-
nienrana: — He Hago.

— He Hano «uro», {317 — ¢ HEIOyMEHHEM CIIPOCHII OH.

— He Hazo Tyaa XonuTh, — CpBIBAIOLIMMCS ILIEIIOTOM MTONPOCHIIa 5, — HE HaJ0, oIy TeOsl.

— Kyna? — B rosoce niryxoe pasapaxeHue.

Ha ynuue nocaslimancs rpoxoT ¢peiepBepKoB, paJoCTHbIE KPUKH, I'yJl BO3yXa, BCIIapbIBae-
MOTO T€JIaMHU JPAaKOHOB, IEHUE TPYO — rOOIMHBI IpUOBLIH!

— Bce, ponHasi, BpeMst Ha pa3sroBOpbl 3aKOHUYMIIOCH, — Ipou3Hec PuaHn.

A BHYTpPU MEHS YTO-TO MEJIEHHO YMMpAaO OT HapacTarollero 4yBCTBAa ONACHOCTH, BOMU
JeITHOTO BETpa 3Bydall Bce orueTinuBee! U misas Ha TOro €IMHCTBEHHOTO, KTO CTall AJI MEHs
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JIbIXaHUEM, XKU3HBIO, CMBICIIOM BCEH 3TOM JKM3HU, MOMMH KPbUIbSIMU U MOUM HEOOM, 5 C y’KacoM
HOHsIA — OH yke Bee pewmn! IIpoayman, paccunran, npuroToBuics — U OH nonaer!

— Puan, — pyku xononeror ot crpaxa, — Puan, mpoury TeoOs.

— Bpewms, 11, — Tam, 32 OKHaMH, YTUXAET TPoM (eiepBepKoOB, 1a U KPUKU TaK XKe, 3HAUUT,
KOPOJIb TOOMHOB YK€ TIOAXOIUT KO JTBOPILY.

W Puan npas, BpeMeHH HE 0CTAIOCh, BOT TOJIBKO. ..

— JIroOuMBIi, s 3HAIO, KOTO TaK CTapaTeIbHO XOUET BO3POAUTH MOPCKasi BE1IbMa, — BbIJOXHYJIA
€/1Ba CJIBILIHO.

PeB npakoHOB, BOH JIETAIOMIMX SIIEPOB — H© MUMO OKOH MPOHOCSATCS 1030pbl CymepeuHoit
CTpaXKu. A 3HAYUT, TOOJIUHBI YK€ MOABEXAIU K ABOPLIOBOMY BXOJY.

— OHu OynyT MOJHUMATHCS MO LEHTPATBHOM JIECTHHUIIE, — POU3HEC MAarucTp.

W s nonsna, 4T0 OH MEHs BBICITYIIAET.

BcenpixHyno anoe miams, a KOraa yraciio, Mbl OKa3aJauch CTOAIMMH B KOMHATE CO CTEKJISH-
HBIMU CT€HaMH, OTKYJla OTKpbIBAJICS BUJ HA PAaCKUHYBLIMICS ABOPLIOBBIN KOMIUIEKC. Tam, Kaxy-
IIAECS 3/IAJTH CTOJIb MAaXOHBKHMH, JIBUTATINCH CEpble (PUTYPKH TOOIIMHOB, pesuId Ha BETPY (uiard,
IIBUTANTM MarnuecKol 3alIUTON JOCIEXU CTpakel. .. LleHTpanpHast TIecTHHLIA — OTPOMHAs, TI000-
Hasl W3BUBAIOLIEMYCsl XpeOTy BOJSHOIO JpakoHa, — ceiddac Kaszajach KUBOM M3-3a KOJIMYECTBA
HapoJa Ha Hel.

— V¥ Tebs BCero HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, — IVIs1/1s HA PUCTYIUBIIUX K TObEMY KOPOJIS U €TO CBUTY,
npousHec PuaH.

W, B3upas depe3 TOJICTOE CTEKIO HA LIEPEMOHUAIBHOE IIECTBUE JEJETallud KOpPOJIEBCTBA
TOOJIMHOB, 1 HaYaJla pacCKa3bIBaTh TO, YTO (PAKTHUECKHU SBISTIOCH MOUMH JIOMBICIIAMH:

— Ecnu s nmpaBa, UCTOKM 3TOM NCTOPHUH HE 311€Ch, B TEMHON MMIIEpUH, BCE MPOU3OLIEIIEE
MMEET OJIHY IPUUYNHY — YHUUTOXKUTH JIopaa ApBuans, noseaurens Mupos Xaoca.

MarucTp nopomern, ero JIaJJoHu CKOJIb3HYJIN Ha MO0 TAJIMIO — COTPEBas, yCIIOKanBasi, HaIlo-
MHUHAas O TOM, YTO OH PSAJOM, MOAJEPKUT, YTO Obl 51 HU cKazaja. M y)xe 3HauuTelIbHO yBEpPEHHEE
sl IPOJIOJIKATIA!

— Bnactutens Ana mpakTHUECKH HEYS3BUM — BBICIIMN JEMOH, HaJelieH caMoi OoruHein
JapoM OeccMepTHsi, YMEH, BCECHIICH ... U, BUIIUMO, TIOJIb30BAJICS )KEHCKUM BHUMaHUEM, pa3 00a-
JlaJ]l TAKAM KOJINYECTBOM HEBECT.

— Tam oTnenpHas UCTOPHUS C HEBECTAMH, 51 00S3aTEILHO PACCKaXy €€ Tede, HO HE ceiuac.
[Iponomxkaii, noOumasi, — mpousHec Puan.

— Tak BoT, 1 Tak nojararo, 4To OJAMH U3 BECbMa OTPAHUYEHHBIX CIIOCOOOB €r0 yHUUTOXKE-
HUS BKJIIOYAET B ce0s BO3pOXKIEHNE KPOBH Aprara’ppos, — BbINIAJIWIIA, DI, KaK IOJ0UpaeTCs K
CepeIUHE JIECTHULIBI Jesieralysi TOOJNHOB.

Marwuctp 3amep. S Bce Tak e 4yBCTBOBAJIA TEIUIO €r0 JJaJJOHEN HA CBOEH TajlMU, BOT TOJIBKO
PYKH HaIPSIIINCH.

— Apratasppbl, — MpayHO npousHec PuaH, — jJereHaapHelil poJ], HEKOI/Aa BJIACTBOBABILUN
Ha TeppuTopusax beznubl. OXOTHUKHM Ha JeMOHOB. Poj Moell Marepu mpeanoaokKUTEIbHO CBSI3aH
C OTHHMM M3 clIa0eHIuX ceMEHCTB, HEKOT/Ia MOTyYUBIINX MTOKPOBUTEIBCTBO caMoro Xaoca. Pon
npepaics ¢ rubenpro gapas [’ Ipkadsis, mocie yero cam AOMEH Mepelest MO/ BIaCTh ApBHAIIS
Hakpna.

Heoxwunanuas napopmanusi.

— IIpepBascs au? — MIENOTOM CIIPOCHIIA 5.

— la, — yBEpEHHO OTBETUJI MAarMCTP, — UM poAa AHaprar IpHUHsUI [NIaBa ITO/IBJIIACTHOIO KJIAHA,
1a0bl COXpaHUTh MPEEMCTBEHHOCTh. KpoBHOTO pojicTBa HE OBLIO.

— Puan, — g monoxwuia J1aJJ0HH MOBEPX €T0 CHIIBHBIX PYK, — a €CIM He OBUIO KPOBHOTO POJI-
CTBa, KaK MOJy4nJI0Ch, UTO MIPaBUTENb ApBUAIIb 3aTpeO0Ba KU3Hb IEPBOTo uMmeparopa TemMHol
UMIIEPUH, PELIUB TaKUM 00pa3oM IpepBaTh JIMHUIO HACJIEOBAHUS KPOBU?
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[o6nuHBI TpeooIeNu JBE TPETH MyTH KO ABOPILY, HO TETEPh OHU LUIM 3HAYUTEIBHO M-
JICHHEe, IIECTBYS BaYKHO M TOPACINBO, a 3HAYHUT, €1Ie HECKOIBKO MUHYT y HAC OBLIIO.

— IIponomxail! — mpakTU4eCKu NpUKa3.

— Ecnm st mpaBa, — X0T# 51 Bce O0IbIIe B CBOSH MPaBOTE yOSKIAI0Ch, — TOTAA KTO-TO, 8 UMEHHO
OnHap Xartapl >keH 3Hasia 0 TOM, 4YTO UMIIEPATOPCKUIN poJl AHapraT HacjleayeT KPOBb TEX IPEBHUX
BBIXOAUEB M3 be3IHbI, UTO €/1Ba HE YHUUTOXKUIIM noBenuTenen Xaoca. Beicmx nemonos, Puan.
OHa pelInsia BO3POAUTD NMPSAMYIO YTpo3y CYLIECTBOBAHMIO BlIacTUTENs Ania, Jid 4ero mornpocusia
Da nepeMecTUTh e K MOPCKUM BeabMaM. Tolbko He TiepeOuBaii ceifuac. ..

— He Oyny, — MSTKo IPOU3HEC OH.

U, nabpas noOouibiiie BO3ayXa, s TOPOTUIUBO MPOIOJIKIUIIA:

— Ho Jlucrap, ocTpoB MOpCKHX BeIbM, 0OMaHyJl TEMHYIO — J1aB €1 3HAHUsI, OH OTHSUI €€ CHITY.
W Torna OHHap, a TouHee, yxxe Caapaa Hauajga MCKaTh UCTOYHUKH OOpETEHHs] HOBOTO MOTYyIIe-
CTBA... ¥ 3HaHUM MO BO3POXKIACHUIO KU3HU. 1 oHa oTnpaBuiachk k Maram opieHa TemuHoro Orus,
TO ecTh K Mary Cenmycy.

— Tomy, kTo ObUT XpanuTeneM apredakra Bo3poxnenus, — nmoackasan Puan Hen3BeCTHYIO
MHE WH(POPMALIHUIO.

— Xpanutenem?

— Jlo BropsxkeHuss YUepHbIX BCATHUKOB, OCHOBHOM yIApHOM CHJIBI UMIEPHH, apTe(daKT yxKe
CYLIECTBOBAJI ABECTH JIET KaK, — COOOIINI MarucTp.

— Vx! anblie, — 51 ¢ y’)kacoM CMOTpeia Ha TOOIMHOB, YkKe (PaKTUYECKH 3aBEPIIMBIINX CBOU
nyTb, — 51 YK€ TOBOpHIIA, YTO cKopee Bcero Caapja crenania Bce, YTOObl HACTYIIEHHE TEMHBIX
OBUIO YCTICIIHBIM, ¥, Y3HaB O mpenarenabcTBe, Cennyc ee CKET, He JaB BO3MOKHOCTH A00paTbes
1o 3aBeTHoro apredaxra. W mpaxtuuecku tpucta et Caapaa rnposesia BO Mpake CyMEpeYyHOro
MuUpa 0ecTeNeCHBIX TyXOB, MOKAa HE BCTPETHIIa COEXKABIITYIO MOPCKYIO BEIbMY, OBIBIIYIO paObIHEH
TeMHOro jJopaa Aiika Porera.

Puan He nepebuBa, XoTs 3Ty HHGOPMALIUIO OH 3HAN U TaK.

— A nmanbliie, poJHOH, €IIe OJHA UCTOpUsL. — [ OOTUHBI BXOIUIN BO JBOPEI, HO JIopa Thep
HE OCTaHaBIuBal MeHs. — McTopust o ToM, Kak KpOHIIPHUHIT AHaprap, JTI0OUBIIHI 0€3MEPHO CBOIO
HEBECTY U UCTUHHYIO napy Tanruppy AHaprap, BHE3aIHO yY3HAET, UTO €ro JI000BHMIIA OEpEMEHHA.

— 1 3Har0 ATy UCTOpHUIO, — Mpou3Hec PuaH.

— Ho 3naens i Th1, mouemy ObLT YOUT nepBeHel nmneparopa Ananrem? — 5 pa3BepHynacs,
B3MJISIHYJIA B €70 YEpHbIE, UyTh MepLarolue riasa. — 1 u3BectHo jiu Tede, 4To ero He MpocTo youIu,
PuaHn, ero ncnonp3oBanu B puTyaie, U s OJ03PEBAI0, YTO UMEHHO B PUTYyaJle BO3POXKICHUS TOU
IpeBHEN KpoBH Aprara’ppos, Ho... — O be3nHa, kak cka3arb 00 3tom! — Ho mpoGnema B Tom, 4To
pebeHOK He ObLT HCTHHHBIM HACIECIHUKOM. ..

— B cmbicne? — Cyas 1o BbIpaXeHHIO MpayHOrO HEJJOBOJIbCTBA Ha julle Puana, neneranus
y’K€ BOIILIa BO JABOPEL], OJTHAKO, HECMOTPSI Ha HEPBO3HOCTb, JOPA-AUPEKTOP HE YIPEKHYJ MEHs
¥ B3IJISIIOM, JIaBasi BOSMOXKHOCTh BBICKA3aThCsl. — XOUeIllb CKa3aTh, YTO AHAHTeN He ObLT CBIHOM
umneparopa?

— bbu1, — mpomrenTana s 1, BUIS HEAOYMEHHE B T1a3ax Puana, no6asuna: — [Ipobnema B Tom,
YTO HACJIEAHUKOM U UMIIEPATOPOM AHaprap He SBJISIICS.

Maructp yaplOHY/CS, 4YyTh MOKPOBUTEIBCTBEHHO, HECKOJIBKO CHUCXOAUTEIBHO, HO, CTapa-
SICb COXPAHUTDh CEPbE3HOE BHIPAKEHUE HA JIUIIE, TUXO CIIPOCHIL:

— A xT0, ecnu He OH?

U s BeLgOXHYyMA:

— TBost maTh... Tanruppa Anaprar.

Heckonbko MrHOBEHHII MHE Ka3aJloCh, 4TO Puan ceituac npocto pacemeercs... Ho mpomen
MUI, ¥ IJ1a3a €ro CTajll CEpbe3HbIMU, a YJIbIOKA MMOJIHOCTHIO Ucuessna ¢ auua. Eme Mur, u Maructp
TUXO, 3alyMUHBO IPOTOBOPUIIL:

29



E. 3BésgHas. «Ypok BOCbMOW: Kak BbITM 3aMy>X 3@ TEMHOIO fiopaa»

— Hacnennuk kposwu. ..

— MpI ommbanuch, — TOPOIIMBO Havyala s, — KOTza ¢ TBOUM OTIIOM pacuin(poBhIBaIN 3HA-
YEHUS YEIOBEYECKUX CHUMBOJIOB, J1a AK€ KOIJa yAAJIOCh COYETaTb C M3BECTHBIMU JAHHBIMU TE
camble JIPeBHUE PYHBI, BBIXOAWIIO, YTO TpeOyeTcsl HacAeTHUK KpOoBH. Jla, HO MBI pacCUMTHIBAIN
Ha WCIONBb30BaHUe apTedakToB pona Teep, cuuTas, 9To OHM OyIyT 3a€HCTBOBAaHBI MIMEHHO KaK
XpaHHUTEIH HACIeIUs PO/ia, a HE TOJIBKO KaK HaKOMUTENW SHeprud. U st Obuia yBepeHa, uTo Te0s
WCITIOJIB3YIOT KaK HacJeaHUKa KpoBu Trep, HO...

— Aprarasppsl.

— Ja... — 4 cHOBa npakTH4ecku nientana. — MHe HOYBIO pacckasana jeau Teep, a mocie,
xorna Mbl ObutH B besnne. .. S mpocTto Bee conocraBuia. M He MOy OHATH JIMIIB OAHOTO: Kak 00
3TOM y3HaJIa MOPCKasl BEIbMa.

— Ecnu AHaHrelna UCrosib30Bajiy ISl pUTyasa U BCE MOILIO KPaXoM, HE CJI0KHO ObLIO Mpo-
CJIEUTh UCTUHHYIO JJMHUIO Hacienus. — ['oJoc MarucTpa 3By4yan OTCTpaHEeHHO. — A B be3nHe Tl
oOHapy:Xujia IOATBEPKACHUE TEOPUU?

— TeMHbI1 1OpJI, C KOTOPBIM Thl pa3roBapuBall, CKas3all, YTO OHM CBOUX B Oeze He Opocaror,
Jlake TeX, KTO JaBHO HE ¢ HUMH, — npouenTana . — M cobax... maBepoB OH OTIIpaBUJI IOMOYb
TeOe, a He HalacTh.

Pe3ko BBIIOXHYB, TOPA-AUPEKTOP OOJIbIIE HUKAK HE MPOSBUI CBOMX 3Mo1uil. [IpocTo crosu,
CKMMast 3yObl, U MoJIyaJl. 3aTeM CHpPOCHIL:

—Yro THI eMy ckazana?!

— S monpocuiia 0TO3BaTh 3BEpE, UTOOBI AEMOHBI HE A0Ta/lajiCh, — CYJOPO’KHO B3JIOXHYB,
s IPUCJIOHWIIACH CITMHOM K CTEKIIY.

— He Hazmo, oHO X0I01HOE.

Puan onepcs onHol pykoil 0 cTeHy, BTOpoi CHOBa OOHSII MEHS, IPUBJIEKas K ce0e, U 3aJyM-
YUBO [IOCMOTpEI BAAJIb, Ky[1a-TO ITIOBEPX UMIIEPATOPCKOTO IBOPLA.

OH Mmomuan, He crana HU4ero roBoputh U s. O yem nopn Puan Teep celiuac nymai, MHE
OCTaBaJIOCh TOJILKO J10TaIbIBaThCs. BO3MOXXHO, 0 TOM, 4YTO MOT ObI OQUIIMAIBHO OBITH IPaBUTENIEM
TeMHO# uMniepun, a MOXKET, 00 yrpo3e, KOTOPYIO BIACTUTENb AJla TETEPhb MPEACTABIISN sl HETO.
He 3Ha10 0 yem, HO OYEHB XOTEJIOCh BEPUTH, UTO HE O TOM, HACKOJIBKO YEJIOBEYECKas IEBYIIIKA U3
MaJICHbKOH NPUTPaHUYHON JEPEBYIIKH HE Mapa (hakTuaeckn uMiepaTopy. M Kak-To coOBceM s HE
O’KMJiaja yCIblIaTh:

— ThI Benb MHE HE BCE pacckaszala.

— IIpakTuyecku Bce, — mpoulenTana s, npsiya Juuo y Hero Ha rpyau. — Caapaa, u s nojo-
3peBaro, UTO UMEHHO OHa U Obuia JIusppoit XeiTaspp, ucnonb3ys 3HaHUST MOPCKUX BEIbM, CIe-
J1ajia BO3MOXKHOM OEpeMEHHOCTh CBOCH pOJCTBEHHUIIBI Dccun XenT. Ta 3a4asa, BOIPEKH KeJTaHUI0
uMIepaTopa, u3-3a 3Toro paccrpousicsi Opak Tanruppsl u AHaprapa. U s He 3Hato, gorajpiBaiach
1 Dccnst XeUT 0 TOM, UTO XKJIET €€ pedeHKa, 1yMaro, YTO HET, BCE )K€ HUKaKasi MaTh HE COINIACUTCS
OTAaTh CBOE JUTS... beaHas neau, s 1axe He 3HAIO, YTO OHA UCIIbITaNa, Korjna AHaHrena youiu,
UCIIOJIb30BaB B PUTYyaJle BO3POKICHUS KPOBH... DTO ykacHO. A BOT JIuappa, Koraa noHsuia, 4To
AHaHrem He OblJT HACJIEAHUKOM KPOBH, Hayasa pBarbes K BiaacTu. [lono3pesato, 1 TBOSI MaTh pas-
JIeNTIIa 3TU TIO03PEHNUS, YTO IMEHHO OHA U YOWJIa BTOPYIO UMIIEPATPHILY. ..

— A (QaxTHyecKu MepByro, TaKk KaK MPUHIECCa APOy HE MPHUHSIA 3TOT CTATyC, — MOMPABHI
Puan.

— Ja, y ummneparopa ciokHble B3aUMOOTHOILIEHUS C KEHAMM, — HE CAeprKana yIbIOKHU 5. —
CyTb B TOM, 4TO MOpCKast Beapma youna Mpuonny Ceepkaronryro MoiHuto, mpuHIieccy TpeTbero
KOPOJIEBCTBA, HE MPOCTO TAK, a...

— IloacraBuB nox yaap ieau AHpuccuto, — BcTaBui PuaH.

— Ja, Hapanky. — S npuxanack Kk HeMy cuibHee. — M s mogo3peBaro, 4To yKe TOraa roto-
BUJICS PUTYaJl, B KOTOPOM JIOJDKEH OBLT MCIIONB30BaThCs Thl. HO 00 3TOM y3HaANM Te Tpoe — THOM,
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mar u apredaktop. OHU BCe MOHSIIH, BOT ITOYEMY, BBIKpaB apTe(akThl, OekKalli, PUCKYS KUZHBIO
paau coxpaneHus umnepuu. OHU NOHSAIM, YTO NMPOOYXAEHUE KPOBU ApraTra’ppoB I'pO3UT BOMHOM
¢ Mupamu Xaoca, MoToMy 4TO J€MOHBI MOKMAYT HA BCE, UTOOBl YHUUTOXKHUTH JaXKe MPU3PAUHYIO
yIpo3y CBOEMY CYIIECTBOBAHUIO.

— I'nom-koxxeBHUK Mactep Pyt, mactep apredakrop Apcuo Hxep u mar Apnayp Jleiic, —
3aJlyMuYuBO IpousHec Maructp Trep. — OueHb yMHOE pelieHNe, BUPTYO3HO BOIUIOIIEHHBIN TUIaH
noGera ¥ MacTepPCKH MCIIOTHEHHOE COKPBITUE YUK H COOCTBEHHOTO MECTONOIMKEHU. VX nckanmm
UMIIEPATOPCKUE TOHUME Ha MPOTSHKEHUH OoJiee 4eM JIeCSATH JIET, U Hu4dero. EquHcTBeHHOE, Yero
HE Y9JIH T€, KTO MOCTABHJI CBOM JKU3HU HA KOH PaJH COXPAHEHUSI UMIIEPHH, TaK 3TO TeOsl.

— Mens? — S usymneHHo B3nisiHyaa Ha Puana.

— Te0s1, Ips1, — Mpa4HO TTOBTOPHUI OH. — Teb4.

S Monuana, u TOpIa-AUPEKTOP MPOJOIIKIIL:

— U Toro BeIOOpa, KOTOPBI coBeply 51, YTOOBI yOepeub Te0s OT TPYAHOCTEHN ¢ MOE CeMbEH.
S nmpekpacHO NOHUMAJ: €AMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHU MPUMYT 0€3 BO3PAKEHH, — MOIO HCTUHHYIO Iapy.
W s cBs3an Hamm xu3HU. Aptedaktsl poga Thep akTHBHPOBAIMCh, Marndeckuii poH ObLT 3aTpo-
HYT, U T€, KTO MCKaJ, MOJIY4YWIN BO3MOXKHOCTh HaWTH apredaxtsl. Ho HU 5, HU 3aroBOpPIIUKY,
HH 3Ta MOPCKasi BE€IbMa HE MOTJIM U TIOyMaTh, YTO apTe(aKThl HENbI0 CIIyYallHBIX COBIIAJCHUN
HAYHYT JIOMaTh POCTPAHCTBO HACTOSIIETO, CTPEMsICh K TeOe. Mou 4yBCTBa OKa3ajlUCh CIMUIIKOM
CHJIHBIMU, ¥ apT€(PaKThI TOIYYHIH OTPOMHOE KOJTMYECTBO SHEPTHH, CTAB PEATbHO MOTYIIIECTBEH-
HBIMU.

OH 3amoruan, HO Temnepb €ro pyka, oOHMMarouasi MeHs, MpHKaja YyTh CUIIbHEE U BMECTE
C TeM Tak OEepekHO. A T/Ie-TO TaM UMEJIOCh TIOCOIBCTBO TOOIMHOB M CBab0a KPOHIPUHIIECCHI, U
MBI 00513aT€IBHO TOJHKHBI OBLIH MPHUCYTCTBOBATH, BOT TOJBKO. ..

— UYro x, — Puan ycMexHyics, — TOJDKEH NMPU3HATH, POJHAs, CJIEA0BATEIb Thl XOPOLINM, HO
KpaifHe HeonbITHBIH. HecMoTpst Ha Hanmuune nH(pOpPMAIH, BBIBOJ OKa3aJiCsl HEBEPEH.

— Kakoii BbIBOZ1? — HACTOPOXKUIACH 1.

HakoHUBIIKCE, MAaTHCTP OCTOPOXKHO KOCHYJICSI MOHX TYO ¥ ITPOIIETITAI:

— JIneppa XnsitTaspp — unctokpoBHas. MHas He crana Obl HacaegHuiel poaa PoreTos, u,
umeit Alik Poret xoTh Masieliliie COMHEHUS B €€ IPOUCXOKICHIH, HUKOT/IA HE clienall Obl e CBOei
HACJICIHULICH.

51 3amepna, Puan nponosmkui:

— Ho B ocranbHOM — KpoBHOE poncTBO ¢ Poreramu, yOUIICTBO BTOpOH MMIeEpaTpuLbl U
MOTHBBI — BCE, U 5 yKe OoJiee ueM yBEpeH B 3TOM, aOCOIIOTHO BEPHO.

— KpoBHoe ponctBo ¢ Poreramu? — yauBI€HHO CIIPOCHIIA, HE TOHUMAsl, O YEM OH.

W maructp cHM301IEN IO MOSICHEHUS:

— Jlenn Dccus Xenr.

— Her! — Bockimknyna s. — Ona ke mars youroro Ananrema, Puan. OHa... oHa... — U 5
3aIHyJach, IOTOMY YTO MAarucTp MPOCTO YJbIOasCs, IS Ha MEHS.

A 3aTeM CIIOKOMHO CKa3a:

— W TB1, 1 MOSL MaTh HE JTOMYCTWJIM M MBICIIM O €€ COPUYACTHOCTH, [IOTOMY YTO OHA MaTh
yOUTOrO HacjleIHUKa uMmeparopa?

51 mpomoruana.

— HauBHas b1 y MeH$1, — Puan He)XHO 1monenoBai, — HO MHE 3TO B T€0€ OU€Hb HPABUTCSL.

BcenbixHyn anslii OTOHb.

Ha KaKOI\/JI-TO MMUTI IIJIaM4 3aCThLIIO JICASHBIM U3BasSHUEM, U ITIOYTHU Cp213y S ycnmmana npmcas-
Hoe oT Puana:
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— ArlIlaan.

— Cnymaro.

— Jlemn Dccusa Xelt. BeIBecTH, CXBAaTUTD.

— IloBpexnenusa? — pazaaics 4e-To CTpallHbIA ronoc.

— Cxxeub B citydae conpotuBienus. M3omupoBars mo0yro Biary.

W orons 3apeBen1, BHOBb CTAHOBSCH dKUBBIM. A s BCTIOMHMJIA, T/I€ CIbIIIANIa 3TOT T'0JI0C. DTOr0
nemoHa Puan nmpussiBan B TpeTbeM KOpOJIEBCTBE, KOI/Ia MpUKa3all coOpaTh BCEX, KTO UMEET Jap
Maruu.

— Artlllaan ciocoOeH OThICKaTh BCE, — CJIOBHO MOATBEPKIasi MOU MBICIIH, TPOU3HEC MATUCTP.

Ho e ycnienu Mbl nepeMecTUThCS, KaK I1aMsl 3aCThUIO BHOBD.

KyTtkoe mpuspayHoe BUACHHE C YEPHBIMU MPOBAJIAMHU IV1a3 BOSHUKIIO HA IPaHULE OTHS, U
MBI YCIIbIILIAJIN HEBEPOATHOE:

— Jlequ Occust XeWt He HaiijieHa.

Puan mpauno Bompocuir:

— Caapna?

['ma3a npuspaka Ha MUT CTajJIM 3€JE€HOBATHIM IUIAMEHEM, 3aTEM BHOBb BEPHYJUCH YEpHbBIC
IPOBaJjbl, U MbI YCJBIIIAIN OTBET:

— He naiinena.

— OnHap Xarapl xeH.

W Bce noBTOpUIOCh, YTOOBI BEPHYThH OTBET:

— He naiinena.

Maructp He oTpearupoBaji HUKAK, JUIO COXPAHUIIO CIIOKOMHOE BBIPAKEHHUE, bIXaHUE HE
U3MEHWIIOCH, U 1aXKe B3IVISIT OCTaJICA MIPEKHUM, Korja jiopA Thep mpou3Hec:

— Atlllaan, s oTmyckaro Te0s, TOJT yIUTaueH.

— 1o Bctpeuu B besnne, Thep, — pRIKHYIIO YyJOBUIIE, PACTBOPSIACH B IJIAMEHHU.

Ha moit HenoymenHsIl B3 PuaH CIOKOMHO OTBETHIL:

— VY MeHs ObLI0 IIPaBoO Ha TPU NPU3BIBA, 51 X UCIIOIH30BAJL.

MarucTtp noMmosyai, 3aTeM IPOU3HEC:

— Y10 X, C IPEBEHTUBHBIMU MEPAMU HE BBIILIO, Oy/IEM UTpaTh IO €€ IIPaBUIIaM.

— VY Hac ocraercs KOJIbIlo, — HAaITOMHHIIA 1.

— U HeorpaHuueHHbIN Kpyr nojao3peBaeMbiX. — Ero ry0Obl n30rHyna azapTHas yXMbUIKA. —
Haiinem?

— Te1 comHeBaembes?

— Hu MruoBenus. — Puan cknonuics Hano MHou: — Hu enuHoro. ..

[1nams B3peBeno, IOTOM YTUXJIO, HO 3TO HE MMEJI0O HUKAKOTro 3HaueHus. PoBHO 10 cioB nenu
Tanrupps! Teep:

— Ilo kpaiiHeil Mepe, Tenepb NPUUMHA 3aJIePKKH OoJiee ueM sicHa!

U 51 oco3nana, yro jopa Puan Teep emyer MeHs Ha 171a3ax BCeX MPUABOPHBIX TeMHON nMe-
puH, KaK, BIPOYEM, U B IIPUCYTCTBUU IPaBUTEJEH KOposeBCTBA ro0anHOB. CThI OXKeET LeKU. A
CyZid 1O B3I AY UMIleparopa AHaprapa, COBEpLIEHHOE HaMH ObL10 BepxoM Henpuianuus. Ho ecnu
sl CMyTHJ1ach, PraH nosen ce0st ICTUHHO B JlyX€ CBOETO Apyra U yUUTes:

— He cmor ynepkatbcest. — MeHst erie pa3 HexHO MOLEI0BalIu, ociie Yyero jJopa Teep ¢ neas-
HBIM CITIOKOMCTBUEM M YEKAaHHOW BEXJIMBOCTBIO ITpou3Hec: — TeMHbIX Tpon, Ooratoil 100b4n!

U 51, 06epHYyBIIKCH, B3TIISIHY/IA HA JCJICTAIII0 TOOJIMHOB.

Nx Obu1o Oosnee mITUIeCATH — CEPOKOKHUX, OTPOMHBIX. UTO UM mouTeHHbIN rocnoanH XKio-
BHUC, HE IOCTAIOIINI MYyCKYJIMCTOMY KOPOJIIO OJTHOTO U3 CAMbIX CUJIBHBIX KOPOJIEBCTB M JI0 ILJIeya.
Moryuue NoTOMKH BOMHCTBYIOLMX IUIEMEH, B HE3alaMsITHbIE BpEMEHA €/]Ba HE YHUUTOXUBIINX
BCE€ YETHIPE KOPOJIEBCTBA ApOy. VI HU OTHOM KEHIIMHBI. A BOT 3TO HE CIMIIKOM XOPOILINWA MTPU3HAK
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— pa3 HeT KEHUIWH, 3HAYUT, HeT U AoBepus TemHol nmnepun. 1 4To COBCEM HEKCTAaTH BBIIILIO, TAK
9TO Haie orcyTcTBUe. Kak nHaye 00bACHUTS JieAsHOE:

— Koponb temHbIX ckan Myapeiit ['apHaa OyzeT roBopuTh ¢ KpOBHBIM, — €iBa CAEP>KUBas
37I0CTh, IPOU3HEC OJIMH U3 ABYX TOOIMHOB, YTO CTOSUIM HA IIAT BIIEPEAH MOBEITUTEIIS.

SI mcniyranno nocMotpesa Ha Puana, TOT ka3ajicst HEBO3MYTHUMBIM, HO MOM B3IVISI/T 3aMETHII
Y 4yTb CXKaJ NaJIbLbl, AaBas NOHATh, YTO HE BPEMS JJIs1 BOIIPOCOB.

— KpoBHBI1 citynaeT, — CIOKOWHO OTBETHJI MarucTp.

W s nmoHMMaro, 4To 34€Ch HUKTO HU O Y€M HE TOBOPHII 10 MosiBiaeHus yopaa Puana Teepa.
Hukro u Hr 0 uem! U roOIMHBI Bce 3TO BpeMsi CTOSUTN TIPAKTHUECKH Ha TIOPOTE, HE BXOJIS BO IBOPEII.

Tonbko mocne cnoB Puana koposb, 4bto TpyAb yKparian cuMBoi CMepTH, marHyi Brepes.
Jlopa-AupeKTOp MFTHOBEHHO OTITYCTHJI MOIO PYKY M IOJIOLIEIN K TOBEIUTENI0 rodninHoB. Kopois He
CKa3aJI HUYEero — JIMIIb CBUTOK C 30JI0THIM THCHEHHEM MMIIEPATOPCKOM KaHIEISAPHH ObUT NIEpeaan
maructpy. PazBepHyB, 1opa Teep BuuTasCs, a 3aT€EM, CBEPHYB [IOCJIaHUE, C YIBIOKOH MpOU3HEC:

— Koposib BOMHOB CKajl Bcerga ClIaBWICS MyAPOCTbIO, MOTY JIM 51 HANEATHCS YBUIETh IOJI-
TBEP>KJIEHUE CETO CIaBHOIO KauecTna?

W Mynpsiii 'aprag oTBeTHi:

— Tl KPOBHBI, 5 KOy TBOETO CJIOBA.

BenuyecTBeHHBIN KUBOK — M YBEPEHHOE:

— TemHas umnepus OyIeT NpUEPKUBATHCS JOCTUTHYTBIX JOTOBOPEHHOCTEH, ciioBo Puana
Teepa.

N xoposnp ro0IMHOB MEAJIEHHO KMBHYII, 3aTEM CyXO IIPOU3HEC!

— Sl npuMy ciy4dnBIIEECs KaK IEMOHCTPALMIO YEPHOTO FOMOPA, CBOMCTBEHHOTO TEMHBIM JIOP-
Jam.

— OT0 OBl MOCHENHSAS. .. IIyTKA, — MPAYHO OTBETUJI MarucTp.

W 51 3ameTnia ero B3I, HA MTHOBEHUE METHYBIIHUKCS K ITOJIYIEMOHY, CTOSBILIEMY PSIIOM C
nenu Teep. OnqHOMY U3 TEX, YTO CIYKUIM TaHrUppe U 1a)e NbITATUCh pa3 10CTaBUTh MEHS K HEH.
bonpuie Puan Ha HETO He B3MIAHYIL, HO 5 YBHJIEJIA IBE TEHU UMIIEPATOPCKUX TOHYMX, B MTHOBEHHE
CKpPYTUBLIHNX IoiyAeMoHa. 1 oH ucues! JlepHyscs ¢ UCKpUBUBILIUMCS OT OO JTMLIOM U ucue3! A
KPOBb, OCTABIIYIOCS Ha IOy, KTO-TO HE3pUMBIi mpocTo crep. Jlean Trep mobdnenHena, HO BCe Tak
K€ BEXKJIMBO YJIbI0aJIach, Ha JIMIIE UMIIEPAaTOpa HE IPOTHYI HA €AUHBIH MYCKYJI. A s oAyMasa, 9To
Ta JoKe-neau Thep nomkHa Oblila cAenaTh BCe, YTOOBI HE NepeceKaThesl ¢ HacTosel Tanruppoii,
¥ BOT KaK OHa MoIvia 3To caenarb? OTBET MpocT — oHa Obljia B Kypce, I/I€ B IaHHbIM MOMEHT HaXo-
JUTCsl UCTUHHAs niepBas Jiean Temuoil umnepun. Eit ncnipaBHo nonocunu! W, BeposiTHO, CBUTOK
nan Puany noHATh, KTO UMEHHO U3 JABYX NPUOIMKEHHBIX.

A 3aTeM MarucTp OTOIIEN KO MHE, U B Pa3roBOp BCTYINJ UMIIEPATOP.

— [TocmoTpu, — npuciTymMBasch K pedn npasurens TeMHON nMiepun, ckaszan Puan u npo-
TSHYJI MHE CBUTOK.

TopornnuBo pasepnyna. Ha repOoBoil Oymare 10BOJBHO OTPBIBUCTBIMU (Ppazamu ObLIO
IIOBEAAHO, YTO €r0 UMIIEPATOPCKOE BEIIMUECTBO BBIHYKECH OTKA3aThCs OT JIECTHOTO IIPEJIOKEHUS
IpaBUTEISI TOOJTMHCKOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA M Pa3phIBAaCT JIOCTHTHYTHIC paHee JOoroBopeHHOCTH. U Bce
3TO ¢ noANKchio AHaprapa AHaprara, 3aBEpeHO UMIIEpAaTOPCKO MeYaTbio U yTBEPKIACHO NEPBO
nenu umnepun. OcoGeHHO NOTPSCIIO HAIMYKE U pocnucu jeau Thep.

— Temnas nomia Ha KpaliHue Mepbl. Buanmo, Gnarononyyne NpUCHeIHUKOB ee 0ojiee He
MHTEPECYET, — €1Ba CIBIIIHO U HE OTPBIBAs B3MVISLAA OT U3JIMBAIOLIETOCA B 3aBEPEHUAX UMIIEPATOPA,
IIPOAOJKWII MAarucTp. — MHe IpUAETCs B3STh MO KOHTPOJIb BCE UMIIEPATOPCKUE YKa3bl.

OCTOpOXHO KOCHYJIACh €T0 JIAJJOHU, OH C)KaJl MOIO B OTBET. S| moHuMaina, 4to eMy ceilvac
NPUAETCS CIeNIaTh MHOTOE M3 TOTO, YEro KeJIaTeIbHO ObITO ObI M30eXKaTh. A elie TOYHO 3Haja, 4TO
OH celtuac yiaer. [Ipuaumars Mepsbl. [IpeBeHTHUBHBIE U CTOJIb HEOOXOIUMBIE.

— Wnn, — ckaszana npexae, 4eM CIIpOCHIL
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Maructp ynaplOHYJCS, HEXXHO IMOMIAIUI BHYTPEHHIOI CTOPOHY JaJ0HU U TOPOIUIMBBIM
11aroM MOKuHYN MeHsl. M moutu cpa3y BepHyscs BHOBb. Bee ToT e 6e3ynpeunsiii nopa Puan Twep,
B pyOallike 11B€Ta TEMHOI'O KPacHOI'0 BHHA, C UACAIbHBIMU BJIACTHBIMU YE€PTaMHU JIULA, HO HA €r0
pyke cBepkaino kosblio CMepTH, TO camoe, YTO HOCST JIMIIb YJ€Hbl OpJeHa beccMepTHbIX, BOT
TOJIBKO S MTOJI03PEBAJIA, YTO 3TO 3aMACKUPOBAHHOE KOJIBII0 METaMOP(OB.

— IIpenecTh Mos, mepBOE MPABUIIO MIPUIBOPHOM KU3HU — AEPKH JIHILIO.

W ronoc nopaa Teepa, 1 pyku ero, HO SI3BUTENBHOE BHIPAKEHUE HECOMHEHHO IIPUHAIIEKAIO
nopay Dmmoxapy. [TocTapaBimmck IpuaaTh CBOEMY JIMILY a0CONIOTHYIO HEBO3MYTHMOCTD, 51 TIOWH-
TEPECOBAJIACh:

— A BHI...

— 3a0bIBacIbCs. — DIUTOXap BECEIIO MOJAMUTHYIL.

— A TBI, — UCIIPABUIIACH 1.

— MM-M, 3TO CKyYHO€ MEpOINpPUATUE HAYMHAET MHE HPABUTHCS, — MYPJIbIKAIOIIMM TOHOM
otBeTUI Maructp CMmepTH.

51 HeBONBHO YNBIOHYTACh M BEPHYJIACh K HAOIONECHHIO 32 BCTpeUe Aeneranun. Yto ynuBu-
TEJIbHO — UMIIEPATOP CErojHs ObLI B JUIMHHOM CEpPOM TYHMKE, B I[BET OAESIHUS KOPOJIS TOOIMHOB.
3a ero npasbIM IJICUOM CTOsUI JIOopA Thep-cTapiinii, HEBO3MYTHUMBIN U CYpOBBIN, KaK COOCTBEHHO
BOWHBI 0P, 32 JIEBBIM, KaK 3TO HU YAUBUTENBHO, 1eEMOH YiTaH LlleiBp — naxe He aymana, 4yTo y
MOYMHEHHOTO PraHa Takoi BBICOKMH CTaTycC.

— Oxpana, — nosicHWI Juid MeHs Diuioxap. — A jienu Teep He npubnuxaeTcsi, BUIUIIb?

S nmocmotpena B cropoHy TaHTUppBI, U IEHCTBUTENBHO MIEpBast €U UMIIEPUH, B SIPKO-aJIOM
BEJIMKOJIETTHOM I1JIaTh€, CTOSJIa B CTOPOHE ¢ KAMEHHO-BEXJIMBBIM BbIPAKEHUEM Ha JIULIE.

— I'oOnuHBI O€3 KEHIIHH, CIeA0BATEIbHO, STUKET BHIHYK/IA€T MAHKHPOBATh TOCYIapCTBEH-
HBIMHU 00s13aHHOCTSIMU. — Maructp CMepTH NPHOOHSIT 3a TAMIO U CKIOHHJIICS 9yTh ONke: — A
ceiyac CMOTpY BHUMATENIbHO, OyAeT 3a0aBHO.

3a0aBHO 3TO, BMJIMMO, HCKJIIOUUTEIBHO B NOHMMaHuu aupekropa Illkonsr MckycctBa
CwMmepTH, MOTOMY YTO KOPOJIb TOOMMHOB M3BIIEK Med. OrpoMHYIO JIBYpYUYHYIO MaxuHy. Mmmepa-
TOp AHaprap B OTBET BBITAIIWI KJIMHOK M3 30J10TOTO Tu1amMeHu. O0a OTHOBPEMEHHO Pe3aHyIH co0-
CTBEHHbIE IIpaBbl€ JIaJA0HU... Pykonoxkarue BpIILIO KpoBaBbIM. KpoBb 3acTpyuiach Mex mHalib-
aMH, HaJyajla KaraTh Ha 1oj. MrHoBeHHe, pyroe... A 3aTeM HMIIepaTrop 3aJleduil CBOKO PYKY
Maruei, Kopoib roOJIMHOB MPOCTO MPUIKET OTHEM.

W tonbko nocne 3toro xopoiab ['apHan mo3Boaws cede M30THYTH YrOJOK pra B moaoOuu
yABIOKH, UMIIepaTop AHaprap, oOepHyBLINCH, IPOTSIHYJ PYKY K CBO€H nepBoit genu — TaHruppa
Trep He mpOCTO MoJIO1ILIA, CKIIAIBIBAIOCH OLYIIIEHUE, YTO OHA IIJIBIBET [10 KAMEHHOMY IOJTY. 3aTeM
TPAIO3HBIA PEBEPAHC, U, BHINPSIMUBILIUCE, JEIU MPOU3HECHa (pasy Ha S3bIKE TOOTHMHOB.

— Ts cnenyromasi, Mmost npenects. — Jke-Thep, BUAMMO B ONBITKE MPUOOOIPUTH, IOTPENal
1o meke. — ['oroa?

— Her! — BeimoXHYN4 5.

XBaTUJIO TOJBKO MPEACTAaBUTH cebe, UTo s ceiddac, Ha IJa3ax y BCETO JBOPA, MOJOUIY K
IOCOJIBCTBY TOOJIMHOB, MOIBITAIOCh ClIEaTh KOPSABBIM peBepaHc, a Ipyroro s He ymena, u... 5 xe
OTI030PIOCH!

— Cnywaii, Puare, Tbl K mpuemMy BOOOIIE HE TOATOTOBUIIACH? — BOIIPOCHII MarucTp.

— He 1o sToro Ob110, — co3HANACh .

— Kak Bce 3any1ieHo, — siI3BUTENBHO MTpou3Hec Jitoxap. — Puare, Tl ke MeHs ceifuac rmonpo-
CTy OI030pHUllb Nepes Bcell TemHol umnepueii!

WcnmyranHo B3mIsiHYJIa Ha HETO, HO BCE K€ HE CIEPIKAJIaCh!

— He Bac!

— Hy, B 1aHHBII1 KOHKPETHBII MOMEHT ThI OIIO30PHILIb KOHKPETHO MEHSI, — EXUHO HATIOMHUII
mupekrop [lkoner UckycctBa Cmeptu. — Het y Te0s coBectu, Puate, coBcem HeT.
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B stoT MOMeHT nieau Thep 3aBepiiniia CBOIO pedb, U, Cy/s 0 Hay3e, HacTana ouepeab Puana
Teepa npencTaBUTh TOOIMHAM CBOIO M30paHHMUILY... Y MEHS 3a/lpOXKaJld KOJICHHU.

— JlagHo, Puare, monuiy mo30puThCA.

— H-n-ge...

— He Haf0? — MpOHMYHO BOIIPOCHI DIIJIOXAp — U Y’KE KOBAPHBIM ILIENOTOM: — A MPUAETCS.

W mue noganu pyky. HaBepHoe, Mbl 3a7epKajinch, IOTOMY KaKk UMIIEpATOP COU3BOIIMII 00Ep-
HYTbCS U YKOPU3HEHHO B3MISIHYTh HA TOTO, KOTO CYUTAI IJIEMSHHUKOM.

— PaccnaObcs, npenectb MOsi, — MAarucTp caM B3sU1 MEHS 3a PYKY, — U... B 3€pKajla CMOTpPH.

S B3apornyna u nocMotpena. Tam, marax B COpoka OT Hac, B OTpaXEHUU 5 yBHIesa ce0s —
¥ 9Ta 5 CTOsUIA, TOPJO PACIIPABHB IJICYH U YapyIOLIe YabIOasich BCEMY MUPY... DTO OblIa aApyras,
OECKOHEUHO KpacuBas 1.

— Wnmo3un — Moe mobumeiiiee u3 Marnuyeckux UCKyccTB, — npouentan Jappsn. — Uaewm,
Puare.

W MbI 1BUHYNIHCH B CTOPOHY rOOMMHOB. S 171a U cTapajnack NOBTOPATH 3a COOCTBEHHBIM
OTpaKEeHHEM, KOTOPOE, B OTIMYUE OT MEHS, TIIAJIENIO YETKO Iiepet co00ii, cCoOpaHHast, BEIMYECTBEH-
Hasi, yBepeHHas. CyMero Jii g KOTAa-n00 cTaTh Takoi xxe?

— Her, Tbl MHE HpaBHILIbCA TaKasl, Kakasi €CTh — UyTh CMYIIEHHAsA, C UCIIyTaHHBIM, HEMHOTO
HaMBHBIM B3IVISLIOM U OECKOHEUHO MMJIasi, — BUIUMO, BBIPaXEHHE MOETO JIMIA CKa3ajao DJuioxapy
0 MHOTOM, — @ WIIIO3USI UCKIIIOUUTEIBHO YTOOBI YTEPETh BCEM TEMHBIM JIEU UX BBICOKOPOJIHbBIE
HOCHI. U 1a — HMYero He TOBOPH, BOOOIIIE.

He crana. 1 korna Mbl HoJ01UIH, JIMIIb PACCESHHO MPOCIENIa 3a TEM, KakK JIEAU B OTpaxKe-
HUU COBEpILNIIA [TOJHBIA I'palliy peBEpaHC, 3aTEM BBIIIPSIMIIIACH U, OJITAPUB JIyue3apHOU yIbIOKON
IPUCYTCTBYIOLINX, UTO-TO IPOM3HECHA. Sl ycibliiana ToJIbKO CBOM royioc, U JJIMHHYIO, ITPEIoKe-
HUIA Ha mecTh, Pppa3zy. Ha mmax cypoBBIX BOMHOB CEPBIX CKaJl OSBUIIOCH BEIPA)KEHNE HCKPEHHETO
yBa)KE€HUS, B3I Jiequ Thep, HECKOJIbKO HEOYMEHHBIN, HO HEIPUTBOPHO BOCTOPKEHHBIN, ObLI
Oosiee BbIpa3UTENIbHBIM. 3aT€EM UTO-TO Ha TOOJIMHCKOM MPOM3HEC JKe-PuaH, a mociae Mbl OTOLUIN
B CTOpPOHY, U jenu Thep Hauana NpeAcTaBlIsATh Hanbosee BIUATEIbHBIX JOPIOB, B YUCIE MEPBBIX
0BT AJICHp.

Jlopn B cuHe#l TyHHKe, O]l IIBET CBOUX IJIa3, MOKJIOHUIICS KOPOJIIO TOOJIMHOB, OOMEHSIICS
JPY’KECKUM PYKOIIO’KaTHEM C MPUHIIEM, IOCOUYBCTBOBAJI MOCIEAHEMY I10 MTOBOAY HPEACTOSILIEN
JKEHUTLOBI, H0O:

— PaHO ThI ¢ XONOCTSILIKOM JKU3HBIO 3aBA3aTh PELLUIL, — 3asIBICHHUE ObLIIO UCKPEHHHM.

— Mens Tpoe cpa3y HUKOT/a HE BIOXHOBIISIIN, — OTBETHII €My HACJIETHHK TOOIMHCKOTO KOPO-
JIEBCTBA, IPOSIBUB OCBEIOMJIEHHOCTD B JIeJIaX TEMHOTO JOp/a.

Dmioxap XOTen BbICKAa3aTbCsl, OYEHb XOTEJN, HO, BCIOMHUB O HEOOXOIMMOCTH IPUIEPKU-
BaThCsl IMHUM MOBeAeHUs MarucTpa Trepa, Bce ke cMoTyall.

— CouyBCTBY1O, — IIpOIIENTaNA 5.

— Jla, Takolf MOMEHT YIIyIIIEH, — C TSDKEJBIM B3I0XOM ITpobopMoTan Maructp CMepTH.

Axncap, ellie pa3 NOKJIOHUBIIUCH FOOIMHAM, HallpaBWwiIcsa K HaM. Berai psiiom, TM1ioM K pas-
BOPAUMBAIOILIEMYCSI IEUCTBY C MPEACTABIECHUEM, U METAHXOIMYHO TIOMHTEPECOBAIICS:

— Ilouemy npencrasiieHue HE B TPOHHOM 3aiie?

WNuTepecHsiii Bonpoc. S B3misiHyna Ha Diuioxapa. ToT ¢ MCTUHHO Th€pOBCKUM CIIOKOWCTBHUEM
OTBETUJI:

— Ilonoxxenue He no3Boiset. Jlump nocne OpakocodeTanus ['apHaa U ero UMIEPaTOpPCKoe
BEJTMYECTBO OyIyT PaBHBI.

KunyB, He 3an07103puBILINI 0OMaHa AJICAp BAPYT, CIOBHO HEB3HAYAM, TOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Tbep, a TBI B Kypce, 4TO ITOT JOJITOBA3BIM MOPOKIAEHEL Xa0Ca UMEET BUJIBI HA TBOK BOC-
XUTUTEIBHYIO — a CETOJHSI OHA 3aCTaBUJIa BOCXUTUTHCS BECh IBOP — rocnoxy Puare?
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W monupii TakoW OXHAAHMS B3MIAJ UCKOca Ha Jyuioxapa. «JlonroBs3elii MOPOXKACHEI]
Xaocay ynbIOKy cliepkaj ¢ TPYIOM U, UI€aJIbHO OBTOPSs HOTKU pa3pa)KeHUsl, IPOCKaIb3bIBa-
IOLI1E€ B OOMaHYMBO MSTKOM TOHE MarucTpa, OTBETHIL:

— Bl cTaBUTE 1101 COMHEHHE CTENIEHb MOEH OCBEIOMIIEHHOCTH?

TeMHbIN 0P/ OTCTYIWII HA MOJIIIAra ¥ MOCIEIHO OTBETHIIL:

— Her, 4o ThI... IpocTO CipocuI.

HeBosnbHo ynbioHynacs. Maructp CmepTy B3IISHYJ HA MEHS C BBICOTBI CBOET0 pOCTa U BAPYT
TUXO, YyTh XPUILJIO IPOU3HEC:

— O00Xaro TBOIO YIIBIOKY.

[loTpsicenHsIit B3I AJICOpa U €ro HEAOYMEHHO BCKUHYTas OPOBb, IOCJIE YEro JIOPJ MOT-
HYJ TOJIOBOM, CJIIOBHO MPOTOHSSI HaBaXKIeHHE. Bolrisaeno Tak 3a0aBHO, YTO 5 TUXO paccMesuiach,
a Jiopa Diioxap BAPYT OOHSIT ¥ MPOIIEnTal:

— VY Te0s BOCXUTUTENBHBIN cMeX, J[9s.

— Maructp, — yKOpU3HEHHO IpouenTaia s.

— He 311ch, — Ha MeHs1 BHUMATENbHO CMOTPEIIN YepHBbIe IM1a3a jopaa Puana Teepa, — s Bep-
BbI€ YCIIBIIIAJ, KaK Thl CMEEIIbCs. Y T€Os yIUBUTENbHBINA CMEX — HCKPEHHUI, YapyIOIIHii, BOCXU-
TUTEJIbHBIM.

S pemuTensHO BBIpBaAiach U3 OOBATHH Jiioxapa, HO, €CTECTBEHHO, YUTH HE MOIJIa, MPHU-
LUIOCH NTPOJIOJIKATh CTOSATH TaM XKe€.

— IloanepxuBato, — BcTaBusl AJcap. — 31€Ch CTOJIb HCKPEHHUE SMOIIMH PEIKOCTb.

PemnB He pa3BuBaTh TEMY, 5 OIIsAENA 3a1. B 9TOT MUT HacTaso BpeMs PEACTaBICHUS IIAB
KJIAaHOB 00OpOTHEH. YeTBepo pOCIBIX, YyTh CYTYJBIX TJIaB ABHHYJHCH K uMIiepaTopy. Kpaitauii
OT Hac 4eM-TO HeyJI0BUMO HarioMHui jeau Bepuc. Cama kypatop oOHapykuaach HEMOAAIEKY OT
KJIaHa, a BOT PAJIOM C HEW, OETHIM BO BCe yepHOe, cTos1 HaaBup. JlpakoH Becesio mOAMUTHY,
3aMETUB MOW B3I, M yKa3aJl B3Is,IoM Ha Bepuc. BuauMo, KT0-TO aKTUBHO MOJIB30BAJICS OTCYT-
cTBueM Dsuioxapa. Ho ckonbko st HU cMOTpelia Ha TEMHBIX, 30510Ta Bojioc KOpao Hurne He yBujena.
HagepHoe, oH ceifuac ObL1 B ynpaBieHHH, Ja)Ke HE COMHEBAIOCh, UTO BCE MOAYMHEHHbIE PraHa B
JTAaHHBI MOMEHT ObUIM 3aHSTHI.

OTKpPOBEHHO TOBOPSI, MEHSI YIUBIISUT TOT (PAKT, YTO TOOJIMHEI BCE €IIe CTOSITH (DaKTHUECKH Ha
nopore Bopua. Sl He pa3dbuparoch B MpaBuiIax U 00bIYASIX TEMHBIX, HO BCE K€ — THOMBI, JIIO/IU,
000pOTHHU, TPOJUIA Ja)Ke, TOCTEH MPUBEYAIOT 3a cTojoM. JlecHble BO aBOpax, HO cuas. [a maxe
HEYMCTh T'OCTEN Ha MOPOTre HE ACPKUT, CTPAHHO ITO.

—Marwuctp, — menoTom 1mo3pasia s v, eBa DJuroxap B3NISIHYI, crpocuia: — [louemy roommHb!
CTOAT y BXxozaa?

— Tpaguuuu, — oxotHo orBeTH] aupekrop Ilkonsr MckycctBa Cmepru. — OHu, 1o cyTH,
OepyT cBOM MCTOKU U3 Xaoca, I1e IOM — KpenocTb, MOCIEAHNUN OIUIOT, HEIPUCTYIIHAsT TEPPUTO-
pusa. 1 xorga nopasl Xaoca NPUHUMAKOT TOCTEM, KOTOPHIE HE CBA3aHbl POJACTBEHHBIMHU Y3aMH,
IpUEM BEJETCS Ha HauboJiee OTJaICHHOM OT KUJIbIX IOMEIIEHUN TEPPUTOPHUH, B JAHHOM Cllydae
Ha IIOpOoTe.

— Hano e, 1 1 He 3Hana, — THXO IPU3HATIACh MarucTpy.

— TemHbI€e JOPABI TPAIAUIIMOHHO (PaHATUYHO NPUACPKUBAIOTCS MPaBHI O€301MaCHOCTH, —
OYEHb CEPbE3HO MPOM3HEC DIIoXap. — JTO UMEHHO Ta TpaauLius, KOTOpas MO3BOJsUIAa KJIaHaM
BBDKHBATh B XaocCe.

B naHHBII MOMEHT 3Ta Tpaguuus IPOJOJIKaIa IepKaTh TOCTEN HAa BXOJIE.

— Bce xmanpl TemHOlN umniepun OymyT TpeACTaBlIeHbI ToONMMHAM? — 3ajana s 0O4epeaHOn
BOIIPOC.

— TonbKo COIO3HUKH, — MAarkCTP BHOBb MPUOOHSI MEHSI, — HY U HOBBIE COIO3HUKHU.

— HoBbie? — uzymunacs .
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B 3TOT MOMEHT axHyIl KTO-TO B TOJIIIE MIPHIBOPHBIX, YTO CaMO IO ce0€ yAMBUTEIBHO — TEM-
HBIC JIOPABI U JIEAU YMEIU JepKaTh SMOIUH 1Mo KoHTpoieM. Ho, yBHIeB MpUOIIDKAIOIINXCS K
IIOCOJILCTBY, 51 CaMa YIMBJICHHO BBIZIOXHYJIA — BBICOKMI MCTHHHBIM BAaMITUP U3 MOJYHOYHBIX, YTO
HacemstoT 3anaj [Ipurpanndss, u uaymas psaaoM ¢ HUM BeabpMa! Benbma Oblia B TpaUIIMOHHOM
BEJIbMUHCKOM IUIAaThe, ¢ OCIBIMA BOPOTHUYKOM, MAH)KETaMH U MiepeTHUKOM! A elie B CBOOOTHOM
pyke y Hee ObL1a MeTia — yepHasi. I camoe HeBepOsTHOE — ATy BeIbMY s 3Haua!

— Pui BnepBbIe 1pu 1BOpe UMIIEpATOpa, — MIETIOTOM COOOLIMII MHE Dtoxap.

—A... mouemy? — TOXe LIENIOTOM CIIpOoCcHIa s, pa3misiabiBas biaronare HukanoposHy, koto-
past XOTb U ynbI0anack, HO BHJI IIPY 3TOM MMeJIa KpaifHe yrpOosKatoLHid.

— 51 BUHOBAT, — HE CTaJl IyKaBUTh MAarkCTpP U, CKIIOHUBIINCH K CAMOMY MOEMY XY, ITPOIIETI-
tai: — He cran ckpeiBath oT Putir, 4To MOTYT OBITH TPYZTHOCTH, OHA HE TIOKETIaIa OCTABIISATh JIFOOH-
Moro Bamnupa 6e3 npucmorpa. — W, BeIpsiMUBIINCH, T0OaBmII: — K TOMY e BelbMbI O(HUIIHATIHEHO
NPUHATH B cOCTaB TeMHON UMIIEpUH, HEBEKIIMBO OBLIO OBI C X CTOPOHBI HE OTIPABUTH MPECTA-
BUTEJISl HA CTOJIb 3HAUMMOE MEPOTIPUATHE, KaK OpaKocoYeTaHNe KPOHITPHHIIECCHI.

— Taxk B uem jxe HCTUHHASA IPUYHHA? — C YIBIOKOH IIOMHTEPECOBANIACH 1.

— O06e, — mMarucTp Dioxap CeroaHsi ObUT KpailHe OTKpPOBEHEH. M, CKIIOHMBIIMCH KO MHE
BHOBbB, IIPOIIENTAN: — Tl )K€ MOHUMAEIIlb, YIUTHIBAS Halle ¢ PHUIT TPOUCXOKIEHHE, MBI MOTJIH OBl
UTHOPUPOBATH JIIOOBIE YCIIOBHOCTH, HO. .. PHUIII HECET OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 BEIbMOYEK, & UM CKOPO
noHanoourcst TemHass uMIepusi, Beib 4YeJI0BEUECKHE Maru CyIleCTBa XUIIHBIC U IO YHEPTUH JKa/I-
HBIE, B TO BpEMs KaK TEMHBIM JIOP/IaM OHA MPAKTHYECKN HE HY)KHA — COBEPIIEHHO WHOW YPOBEHb
Marum.

— A BbI? — HE MOIJIa HE CIIPOCHUTb.

— A s KpaiiHe 3aMHTEPECOBaH B TOM, YTOOBI MOUM TIO/IOTIEYHBIM HE MPUIIOCH BEPHYTHCS B
Xaoc, npenectb Mos. [loTomy 4TO 371€CH — OHM CHIIBHEWIIINE, TaM JIMIIb HE calble.

YenpiaHHOE OTKPOBEHHO MOTPSICIIO, U KAK-TO CaMO CO00ii BHIPBAJIOCH:

— Bbl ynMBUTETBHBIN.

— Ckopee pa3yMHbIi, — onpaBui DIJI0Xap U kecTko qodasui: — He 3a0biBaiics.

MpiciieHHO HanoMHIIIA cebe 0 HeoOXoauMOoCTH He oOpamarscs k qupekropy Lkomnsr Mckyc-
ctBa CMEpPTHU Ha «BbIY.

— IIpocTH, 1OpOrou, — TyT K€ UCIIPABUIIACH 5.

W cunpHO moxkanena — B3I MAaruCTPa €/1Ba 3aMETHO TTOJIBIXHYJI CHHUM TutaMeHeM. Hcy-
TaHHO B3JIPOTHYJA — JhKe-Thep MTHOBEHHO OTBepHyJics. [loka muto mpeacraBieHHe IaB JOMOB
kiana Houn, maructp momgai. 3ateM s yCIbliana THXOE:

— Konrponupyi peus, [ds.

JlydmmMm perieHneM B TaHHOW CUTyaliy ObITO IPOCTO MOMOTYaTh. Sl 1 Momyaia, Habroast
3a pa3BOPAYMBAIOMIMMUCS COOBITUAMU. [IpaBUTENBECTBY KOPOJIEBCTBA TOOIMHOB OBLIN TPE/ICTaB-
JICHBI TOJIBKO CHIIbHEHINNE KIIaHBI — Onopa uMnepun. Hu THOMBI, HYM KEeHTaBpbI, HU APYTHE HAPOI-
HOCTH, cocTaBisaBiure Benukyro Temuyro. Tonpko cuna.

A 3areM MpUABOPHBIC OTOLUIM K CTEHaM, 0CBOOOXKAAst MPOCTPAHCTBO, U s YK€ MPOCTO HE
MOTJIa HE CTIPOCHUTH:

—Yro ceituac Oyner?

— CBanp06a, — mocJIenoBall CIIOKOMHBIA OTBET.

— CBanpba? — uzymiieHHo niepecrpocuia . — Ceituac?! 3necy?

— IIpenects MoOsl, ’KEHUX — MPHUHI] TOOIMHOB, CIIEIOBATEIBHO, OOPSIT IO MX TPAJAULIUSAM, —
HACTaBUTEJILHO MPOU3HEC DIuToxap.

— HeBeposiTHO, — mpobopmoTasna. — A y Bac Kak CBaJbObI TPOUCXOMIST?

— Y Hac? — S Bapyr oka3zasiach B OOBATHSAX MAarucTpa, U TOT, CKJIOHUBIIUCH K MOEMY YXY,
npoiental: — ToJIbKO MpeacTaBb cede: HOUb, IIIyM OKeaHa, CBET CEMU JIyH, CUsTHUE o0aka JTIa-
Kappa, MSTKO CTENIOLINICS CepeOPUCTHI TyMaH. ..
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— 3aBOpaKMBaET, — IPOLIENTAJA 51 U MONbITATIach MITKO BHICBOOOIUTHCS.

— 51 He 3aKOHYMJI, — HECKOJIBKO PE3KO MpousHec Maructp Cmepru.

[Ipumnocs 3aTUXHYTh B OKUAAHUU [TPOAOIKEHUSI.

— Tb1, — BBLIOXHYI DI110Xap, — O/I€Tast JUIIb B HUTh KEMUYTA, ... U )KEHHUXa Ok 1A A0ITy-
CTHMa, U KJISTBBI, 3By4allie MO/ MbUIAIOLIMMU 3B€31aMU U3MEHUYUBOIO MUpA.

— M-M-MarucTp... — 5l BHOBb MOMNbBITAJIACH BEIPBATHCA.

— A 3arem, — IENOT CTajl XPUILIbIM, — KOTJIa OT3BYyYaT CJI0BAa BEYHOW KIIATBBI U YapYIOILUM
TaHLEM CMEPTH PACKUHETCSI HEMPOHUIAEMBIH T10JIOT, sl YPOHIO Te€0sl Ha MATKUIA BOpPC OEIOCHEeXK-
HOTO MOKpPbIBaja, YTOOb! YKPHITH COOOM. . .

— Maructp! — BO3MYII€HHO BOCKJIMKHYIIA 5.

Jlaxxe Ancap noBepHYIICs, IBITAACh MOHITh IPUYUHY BOILIS.

— YUT0? — OTCTpaHUBIIUCH, HEBO3MYTHUMO BOIIPOCHJI DIJIoXap, CMEPUB MEHSI HCTUHHO The-
POBCKUM B3IIAA0M. — ThI cripocuiia, sl OTBETHII, KAaKH€ KO MHE IpeTeH3un?

— Jla Hukakux! — pa3pa)k€HHO OTBETUJIA 5, MIBITASICh IEPECTATh KPACHETh.

W BHE3ammHO BHOBB OKa3aJlaCh B €r0 OOBATHAX, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIATS!

— W s 6yny mroO6uTh T€Os1 CHOBA, CHOBA M CHOBA, TIOKA HE YTaCHYT 3BE3/bI... A HOuM B Mupax
Xaoca JUIMHHBIE. .. TEIUIBIE. .. CTPACTHBIE. ..

HeoxxumanHO MOCBIIAIUCH 1IArH, a 3aTEM U PA3bsPEHHBINA IIENOT Jeau Thep:

— Puan, 51 6puta OB TEOC OYCHB OTarogapHa, €CJid ObI ThI IIPEKPATHIT COONA3HATH COOCTBCH-
HYI0 HEBECTY Ha IJ1a3ax BCEro JBopal

MeHst MTHOBEHHO OTITYCTHJIU, 3aT€M DJII0Xap CIEP:KaHHO OTBETHIL:

— 51 noHsn, — 4yTh 3anHYyNCA U A00aBuiI: — Mawma.

[IyHnoBas, s B3nsiHyna Ha geau Teep. TaHruppa yKOpU3HEHHO ITOKadasia rojJ0BOM, IpoLen-
tana MHe: «KoHTpakT, /{351, my4minii BapuaHT B TBOEM Cllydae», — M yJaJIUIach K CyIpyry.

Eme He cTux nepecTyk ee KabiIy4yKoB, Kak MOCIBIIIANACH THXAsl MEJIOAUS, 3aTEM OT Iopora
yepe3 BECh 3aJ1 10 IPOTUBOMNOIOKHBIX IBEPEH BCIIBIXHYJIA 30J10Tasi OTHEHHAs TI0POXKKa.

— A BOT ¥ OCHOBHO€ JIEHCTBO, — IPOU3HEC DIIJI0Xap, BHOBb IPUOOHUMAs MEHS.

S ommsnmenach — HU OMUH TEMHBIN JIOPA HE TO3BOJISIT ceOe MOJOOHON (aMHUIIBIPHOCTH.
Msrko, HO HACTOMYKMBO BHICBOOOIMIIACH, C UHTEPECOM OXHUAAs TATbHEUIIUX COOBITHH.

— He cTout, — maructp cHoBa OOHSII, — B OTVIMYKE OT HUX, S 3HAIO, YTO CeMUac MpOU30MIeT.

— W 410 %e? — HaCTOPOXKEHHO CIIPOCHIIA 5.

BHOBb CKIIOHMBIIKCH, DiT0Xap MPOLIENTA:

— Crnieiu 3a HEBECTOM, MIPEJIECTh MOSI. .. — U s ObUIO Hauajla BHUMATEIbHO OXKUIATh SIBJICHHS
Anuteppsl, kak Maructp Cmeptu npoaoskui: — Eciu uTo-To MoiAeT He Tak, s IepeKkruHy TeOs B
Xaoc, B Ty camyto OaiiHio nocpeau mycteian Haxecca. [ maBHOE — HE cMeii BBIXOAUTH U3 KPEMOCTH.

3amepina. bosch aplare, cTpamack CIpoCUTh, TOIBKO TPEBOra, HapacTarollas TPeBora He
3a ce0s — 3a Puana BHOBB ckana cepaLe.

Caet Hayas MEpKHYTh. MeUIEHHO, MSTKO M HEYMOJIMMO OOBOJIAKMBAJIA TIOICTYITMBIIIAS ThMa,
MEJIO/INA Urpaja Ha TpaHH ciyXa, HO B HACTYNHUBILIEH TUIIMHE ObljIa CIBIIIHA OTYETIMBO. A 3aTeM
B JlaJIbHEM KOHIIE XOJIJIa HECTEPIMMO SIPKO BCIBIXHYIO 30510To€ miams! U enBa A3bIku OTHS onasiu,
HO HE MCYe3JU, BceoOLieMy B30py IpecTaia KpoHIpUHIEecca ATUTeppa, C paciyllieHHbBIMH BOJIO-
camu, 00CHKOM, B CEPOM JUJIMHHOM, J10 110J1a, IPOCTOM XOJILIIOBOM IIJIaThe, AeprKallas 3a pyKy Onu-
cratesnbHOro Opara. KpoHIpuHII, B OTJIUYHNE OT CECTPHI, OBLIT OZIET B COOTBETCTBUU C MO101 TeMHOM
UMIIEpUN — 30J10Tasi TYHHUKA, cepeOpsiHble OOTATUBaIOIINE OPIOKH, 30JI0ThIE CAllOTH BBIIIE KOJIEH,
CJIO’KHBIM TUIETEHHEM COOPaHBI BOJIOCHI, BEHEIl HACJIETHUKA CBEPKAET OOMITHEM 30JI0THIX TOTIa30B B
00o11e yepHoro 305101a. Ho eciu KpOHIPUHIL BBIIVISAET HECKOJIBKO I10/1aBJIEHHBIM, KDOHIIPUHIIECCA
Anureppa nepxaina ce0st ¢ IeHCTBUTEIHHO BETMKOCBETCKUM OJIECKOM — ropJiasi, B3IIIsi Yy Th Ipe-
3pUTENbHBIN U CBBICOKA, U ABM)KEHUS, B KOTOPBIX UNTAJIOCh HCTUHHO UMIIEPATOPCKOE BETUYHE.
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W xorna ona marsysnaa Ha OTHEHHYIO JOPOXKY, HU B3IJISIZIOM, HU JKECTOM, HU J1a’KE€ BhIpaXKe-
HUEM JIMLIA HE J1ajla 0CO3HATh, KAKMM HaKa3aHUEM I Hee ObLI0 3TO O0COHOTro€ 1eCTBUE B yOOroM
CEpOM IUIAThe K NPEe3UpaeMbIM BOMHAM CepbIX ckall. KpoHnpuHIL Biasien co0oi 3HaUNTENbHO XyKe
CECTpBI, U B €T0 B3MJISAJIE YUNTAJIOCh TO, YTO CTOJIb BETMUYECTBEHHO U FOP/I0 CKpbLIa AJUTEppa.

— DT0 MoJa Takas? — MIEMOTOM CIIpOCHIIa 5.

— Jlenn xoponeBcTBa TOOJMHOB HE HOCSAT YKpAIICHWH, HE KPacsAT JIUIO, UM 3alperieHo
HOCHUTH 00yBb B IOMELICHUH, — MOATBEPANII JIOpA DIioxap.

Bcenmomunna rocroxy JKioBuc — cepbru B yiax, KoJiblia Ha ajibax, 00THHOYKY Ha KaOIryd-
Kax.

— DTO0 y BCEX TakK? — OMSATH )K€ MIEMOTOM M BOOOIIE €/1Ba CIIBIIIHO.

— Her, — maructp ycMexHyncs, — TOJIBKO y T€X, KTO O4EHb XOUET [10Ka3aTh HEKOTOPHIM KPOH-
IpUHIIECCAM, T€ UX MECTO.

S U3yMJIEHHO IOCMOTpENIa Ha MOJICBEYEHHOE IJIaMEHEM JIMLO Jike-PraHa.

— OueHb ApeBHUE TPAIULUH, — CKIOHUBIIMCH KO MHE, coo0uun Diioxap. — [IpumepHo kak
T€, YTO MPEIIUCHIBAIOT JepXKaTh rOCTEN Ha OPOTe.

U BoT TOrIA 5 BCE MOHSANA.

— Tpanuuuu B OTBET HA TpaJULIUKU, — BEPHYBLINCH K HAOJIIOAEHUIO 3a ILIECTBUEM KPOHIIPUH-
LIECCBI, IPOLIENTAaA 5.

— HpaButcs MHE TBOS 10TaJIMBOCTb, — JIETKOE MPUKOCHOBEHUE I'y0aMu K MOEMY BHUCKY. —
He npaButcs koe-4to apyroe.

—Yr10? — BBIJOXHYJIA 5.

—Yero on MmeayuT? — B rosioce Diutoxapa mpoCcKoib3Hysa TpeBora. — J[ommkeH ObL1 BMEIaThCst
Ha MOJIOBUHE IYTH, AK€ s OLIYLIAal0 pa3pblB MPOCTpaHCTBA. .. Kakoro robnuna?!

TpeBora cxxaJa JIeIHOM PyKOI1, 3aCTaBUJIa OCTAHOBUTHCS UCITYTAHHOE CEPALE, JIBJIOM yKaca
IPOILIACH IO BEHAM.

— JI2s1, €eciii ¢ HUM YTO-TO CIIYYMTCS, S HOUYBCTBYIO, YCIIOKOMCSI.

[TonbITanace. .. noayyanoch mioxo. A 3areM AJUTeppa NOpaBHSIACH C HAMM, U 5 yJIOBHJIA
YIABIOKY, TTOJTHYIO TOOETHOTO TOPYKECTBA, HA MUT MCKA3UBIIYIO €€ MPEKPACHOE JIUIIO.

Wcnyranno B3misiHyNa Ha DIj10Xapa, TOT OTBETUI MHE 33lyMYHBBIM B3[JISJIOM.

Hu oH, HU 51 HE MOITH Ja)ke MPEATNOI0KUTH TOTO, YTO MPOU3OMAET B CICAYIOMIHI MUT!

CHauasna noka3anoch, YTO MUP Ha MTHOBEHUE CTaJl CEPBIM, IPUIIIYIIEHHBIM, JIUIIUBIIUMCS B
CEKyH/ly KpaCcOK M TPOMKHX 3BYKOB, a IIOCJIE, OCTaBUB J[BE IPU3PAYHbIC WILTIO3UH CTOSITh Ha HAaIlIEM
MecTe, Hac 3aTSHYJIO0 B HEBUAMMYIO BOpOoHKY. W mocnennee, 4uro s pasmisiena, Obuia eme oaHa
yCMellIKa AJUTEpPBI.

['onoBa HIyMuT, TEJI0 JTOMUT, YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE HAKPBLIO MOJIOBUHY JIMLIA, CABIIIUTCS IPUOOH,
a ellle, CKBO3b I'POXOT BOJIH, B3BOJJHOBAHHOE:!

— JTpst! [1ps1, mpunm B ceOst! dos!

MenneHHO OTKPBIBaKO J1a3a — Mepe HUMH BCE MPBITAET, CBETSIIMECS TOUKH HE AAat0T COKY-
CUpPOBATh 3pEHHUE. .. BUXKY JIUIIb PA3MBIThIE, CJIOBHO IOJEPHYTHIE TYMaHOM OYEPTaHUS CKAJIMCTOrO
rporTa...

— Jlopa Teep, — A3BUTEIBHBIN TOJIOC PA3AAICA TAC-TO PSAAOM, — HE OKHUANA OT BaC yTPAThI
IPECIIOBYTOTO JIETEHAAPHOTO CAMOKOHTPOJISL.

3akpbUia m1a3a, 3aKMypuiIa 10 00iH, a KOrna paciaxHylia BHOBb, TyMaHHAs JAbIMKa MpaK-
TUYeCKU ucuesna. llompiTanace cecTp — *ejie3Hasl 1eNb, BPE3aBIIUCh B 3aIsICThsl, OTOpOCHUIIA
oOpaTHo.
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— He Bcragait, — npukazan Mmaructp Diuioxap Bce TeM ke ronocoM Puana Teepa. — MHe 0b110
Ba)KHO, YTOOBI THI IPUIIJIA B ce0sI, TETIEPh s yCIOKomIcs. JIexu cnokoiiHo, Ja, 1. ..

OH ocekcs. Sl moHumana, 4To XoTen cKa3aTb MarucTp — OH Hac BhITAILUT. B 1r0060M citydae.
[Touemy-To s HU MTHOBEHUS B 3TOM HE COMHEBAJIACh.

— OnycTuTe 1€BYOHKY, — F0JI0C HENIPUATHBIN, )KEHCKUN, Uy Th BU3IIUBBIM.

Kak oxa3zanocs, st OblIa MPUKOBaHA K KaKOW-TO TIaTopMme, U ceifvac ee OmyCTHIIH, a 3aTeM
MOCTaBWJIM BEPTUKAJIbHO, I03BOJIUB YBUJETD. .. IPUKOBAHHOI'O K IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM CTEHE Maru-
ctpa CMepTH, KOTOPBIH Bce elie BeITsiIen kKak jJopa Puan Teep. C Hero Obuia coapana pyoamka.
NmenHo coapaHa — 0OOpBaHHbIE KYCKHM ObUIM MPSMBIM CBUJETEIBCTBOM, UYTO TKaHb MOMPOCTY
pazopsanu. Camoe yAUBUTEIBHOE, YTO HA KAMEHHOM IOCTaMEHTE PSAJOM C HUM paclojaraiuch
CHSATBIC ¢ MarucTpa apredaktel pona Teep... OnHa mpobiema: S-T0 TOYHO 3Haja, 4TO apTe(aKThl
— WILTIO3HSL.

— Kak TbI cebs uyBcTBYyelIb? — M8 Ha MEHs, cripocusl Maructp. — [Ipocto kuBHU, eciu
HUYEro He OOJIUT.

S nomneiTanack OTBETUTS. .. U IOHAJIA, UTO HE BBIIIET — JKeJle3Has Macka He I103BOJIsJIa M3AaTh
HUYEr0, KpOME HEBPA3yMUTEIbHOTO MbluaHus. BoT Toraa st oOparuia BHUMaHUE Ha IPUCYTCTBY-
IOLIHX.

— MyuurenbHOl Tebe cMepTH, YETOBEUKA, — C HEMPUATHON yXMBUIKOM MONPUBETCTBOBAIIA
MEHS TEMHasl JIEU B SIPKO-3€JICHOM ILIaThe.

S yxe Buzena ee — B IOKOSIX UMIepaTpulibl Jlueppsl, koTopyto coxmia jgenu Teep. Bunena,
HO BCIIOMHMJIA UCKJIFOYMTENIBHO U3-3a IUIaThs, a JIULO... CTpaHHOE Je]10, CTOMJIO OTBEPHYTHCS, U
sl yBEPEHa, JINLIO0 ObUIO ObI MTHOBEHHO 3a0BITO.

— CrpamrHo? — HaCMEIUIMBO BOIIPOCHIIA TEMHAsI.

Moiya 1 OTpULIATENBHO NOKadasa rojaoBod. TeMHas 3aMHTEpECOBAHHO B3MNISAHYJIA, 3aTEM
XPUILIO O3BaNa:

— bpas.

W3 3areMHeHHOro mpoxoja BBICTYNHJIA TEMHas JIEAU C OYEHb 3HAKOMBIM JuIoM — bpas
ApnaH, npucnansbiii B Akagemuto [IpokisTuil Kyparop, KOTopas nblTagach NIPUMEHUTh KO MHE
Pyky Cmeprtu. Kanuran 6bu1a B ogexae npenonasareneit [llkonsl CmepTy, a BOT HEHABUCTh B €€
B3MJISJIE MEHSI TOpa3HUIIa.

— Punare, — monxons, ¢ 4eKaHHOU SPOCTHIO MPOTOBOPHIIA KATUTaH ApliaH, — 0eCKOHEYHO pasa
BUJIETD.

— Jlaii eli BO3MOKHOCTb TOBOPUTH, — IIPUKAa3ajia TEMHAs1, — HO KOHTPOIUPYH, IPOKIITUMHULIA
OHA TaJaHTIUBAs.

— Ora? — ¢ mpe3peHueM Bornpocuia kanutad. — COMHEBAIOCh, YTO 3TO HUYTOXKECTBO HA YTO-
TO CITIOCOOHO, KPOME KaK KpyTHTb... riepel Trepom.

— McnonHsTh, — CIOKOMHO, TUXO Aa)Ke, HO TaK, YTO KalUTaH U HE TOCMeIa BO3pakaTh, PH-
Ka3ajia TeMHasl.

[lenxHy1 HAMOPIHUK, KEJI€30 BBIIYCTUIIO U3 3aXBaTa MO€ JIULO, U, CITIOTHYB, 5 C X0y CIIPO-
cuna:

— Bo1 — Caapna?

Temuast ynbiOHymack. JT0 OblIa camas HENPHUATHAS W3 BCEX YNIBIOOK, YTO MHE JIOBEJIOCH
BUJIETh, HEMIPUATHAS U MyTaroas.

— 151, — HaCMENUIMBO MPOU3HECHIAa TEMHAs, IIATHYB KO MHE U YyTh HAaKJIOHUBIIUCH, — J[35
Puare, ManeHbKas miynasi 4eiaoBedKa, KOTOPYIO 51 TaKk HEOCMOTPUTEIbHO HE MPUHUMAJIA B pacyer.

OHna npotsHy”a pykKy, HO... He KOCHyJach MeHsl. [laibiipl, 4yTh ApoXka, CIOBHO OT HETepIle-
HUS, BCE K€ HE MIPUTPOHYJINCH, & YEPHbIE KOI'TH, CBEPKHYB B CUSSHUU OTHEH MaruyecKHux 11apoB,
BHOBbB BTSIHYJIUCD.
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— 41 emie U3ypoayro TBOE CMA3JIMBOE JIMUUKO, — C YABIOKOW, TOYTH 10OpOH, moobeiana MHE
TEeMHas, — HO He ceidac... MBI e He XOTUM HCIBITaTh Ha cebe Maruio BeapM, Aa, J3s? — Bammsag
CUHMX IVIa3 METHYJICS K HUTSIHOMY aMyJIeTy.

— Bompoc. — i crapanace He 60siThCs. — MMnieparpuiia, Bropas, moueMy Bbl youinu ee?

Jepnynace ot ynusnenust bpas Apnas, 3a11eBenINCh CMyTHbIE TEHH, KOTOPBIE S HUKAK HE
MoTIJia pa3ifeTh, a Ha JILE TEMHON IPOMENIbKHYJIO BhIPaXKEHHUE 310CTH.

— Ilouemy? — MeasIeHHO, €/1Ba JIM HE 10 CJIOraM, HOBTOpUJIa TEMHAs. YCMEXHYJAch U IPOU3-
Hecna: — Mpuonna Csepkaromias MonHus Oblia 4€JIOBEKOM M 3aMETHIIa TO, Ha YTO HE oOpariain
BHUMAaHUS TEMHBIE JIOPBI.

OOnu3HYB TIEPECOXITHE TyOBbI, 5 PeIIIACh 331aTh €IIe BOIIPOC:

— A moueMy BbI UCHIOJIB30BaIN MarucTpa Tecme?

— [louemy? — MeHs ynuBsiia 3Ta CTPaHHOCTh B HEMl — OBTOPATH Bompoc. — Jla motomy, —
YepHbIE KOTTH 3a0CTPHIINCH BHOBB, €/1Ba HE KacasChb MOMX IJIa3, — YTO OJJHA MEp3Kasl YeIOBEUKa
YHUUTOXHUIJIa MOETO NPOKJIATHIHMKA! — PBIK, Mepexoaauii B BU3L. — 3Haelb, Orac Bcerna Obul
3acpaHlleM, HO Ta CMEPTh, Ha KOTOPYIO 0OpEKJIa ero ThI, Bce ke mepedop!

Cwmepts? 3acpanueM? U s BcnoMHmina! 3MMHIOI0 HOYb, HarajeHue Ha Hac ¢ FOpao npokis-
TUHHUKA, YK€ yOUBIIETO A0 3TOrO JBYX JpOY, M HarpaJuBIIETO0 MEHs CTPALIHBbIM MPOKIATHEM
«HeyTtonumpiit rosiony. J{edcTBUTENBHO KYTKOE MPOKIISTUE, U, TTOJIEHCTBYH OHO, 51 Chelia Obl TPYII
Opao... A moTOM BCIOMHHJIOCH MOE€ BO3MYIIIEHHUE U COPBABLIEECS MPOKIIATUE OCTPOro MOHOCA,
KOTOPBIi 5, HE 0CO3HABas MOCIEACTBUMN, 3aKpeNmiia TOi caMoil (hopMysoi karammsaropa... Tak,
3HAYUT, IPOKIATUHHUK yMEDP.

— Ho... — romoc cpeiBaeTcsi, — HO MarucTp ckasaj, 4yTo ero younu Hounble cTpaxu, — mpo-
nienraia s.

TeMHasl CKJIOHUIIACh, €Ba JIM HE KacasiCb MEHS HOCOM, M MPOLIUIIENa:

— Ter! 4 6b11a TaM 10 HouHOI cTpaxku U ycrena K MOMEHTY U3/IbIXaHHsI CBOETO €IUHCTBEH-
HOTO TOJIKOBOT'O MPOKJISITUHHUKA!

Memns 3amytuiio. S youna yenoBeka... youia, a BeJb KJsjaach, 4To OOJIbIIE HUKOTA. . .

— Cnesnl? — ynuBieHHo Bonpocuiia TemHast. — Cnessl! HeBepositno! Urto, nepBoe youiicTBo?

— Bropoe, — THX0 co3Hanach .

Bpas Apnan ynuBieHHO BCKHHYJa OPOBB — y TEMHOH CIIOKHO OBUIO pa3IyisiieTh SMOIMU Ha
nuie. 3aTo He cTall MoJTYaTh JJutoxXap:

— Puare, Thl MeHS myraelib.

— Xa-xa, — SI3BUTENIbHO Bblalla TEMHAs1, — paHbIII€ CJIEA0BAJIO AyMaTh, KOMY Bpy4aellb CBOIO
JKU3Hb, Thep.

W kak-To coBCEM HEOXKMIaHHO MPO3BYYAJIO MaTETUUYECKOE:

— Bce, s oTka3biBatoch Ha Hel keHUThCs1! bpast, 11000Bb MOs, 5 BCE OCO3HAJ, OHSI, yuel,
Oy moeit!

Kanuran Apnan nomaTtHysnach U Hayajia MEAJIEHHO OCEaTh Ha MOJI, TOTPSACEHHAs YCIIbIIIaH-
HbIM. TemMHas1, oAepHYBUINCH ABIMKOM, CTPEMUTENBHO pa3BEepHYIACh K JIke-Thepy U MpoLInnena:

—Yro?!

— A 4T0? — C COBEpILIEHHO CEPbE3HBIM UCTUHHO ThEPOBCKUM BHJIOM BOIPOCHJI MarucTp. —
Bpri ke camu cabiany — oHa yOuidlia, ¥ 4To TeNeph MpejiaracTe MHe, B CaMblid PacIiBET MYKCKOM
MOJIOJIOCTH, CBA3ATh CBOIO KU3HD C 3TOMU. .. — OH BBIPA3UTEIbHO BCKUHYJ OpOBb. — S OTKa3bIBAIOCH,
s KUTH X0uy. bpast, BbIoN3aii u3 moIyoOMOPOYHOTO COCTOSIHUSA, Oy/IeM UCTIONHSATH CYTIPYKECKHE
00513aHHOCTH.

[TonHuMaroniasicst KanuTaH MOBTOPHO T'POXHYJIACh HA MOJ.

S enBa cnepkana ynaplOKy, TEHU 10 yIVIaM 3acTbUIM B U3yMJIEHUHM, TEMHas 3aUCKPHIIACh
CHUHHM ILJTaMEHEM, THEBHO ISl Ha JiKe- Thepa.

— Jlopa Teep! — npomunena oHa. — Bbl yke cBs3a/iu CBOIO JKU3Hb € ITOM!
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Ha mens naxe yka3anu najabueMm.

— MB&1 Bece He uaeanbHbl, — Bo3paszui Diioxap. — S TpeOyro nepecMmoTpa Aeina, oMHIoBa-
HUSI MOEH BBIIAIOIICHCS IEPCOHBI U 00s13aTeNIbHO UCTIONHEHUs: bpaeit ApaH cympy»)eckoro A0ira.
Jonru BaxkHee, Tak YTO MpeJiarato ¢ HUX 1 HauaTh.

S, npukycuB ry0y, U30 BCEX CUJI CTapajach HE PacCMEAThCA, HY U 3a0HO OY€Hb XOTEJIOCh
IPOJIUTH CBET €I1l€ HA HEKOTOPbIE MOMEHTBHI.

— Jlenu DHHAp, — MO3BajIa TUXO.

TemHas cTpeMuTENBLHO 00EpHYNIAch KO MHE. B ee cuHUX I1a3ax NMpoMeEIbKHYJIO YTO-TO Yep-
HO€, U MEHS MEJIYIEHHO CIPOCHUIIN:

— U xnaH 3Haens?

— Xarapl eH, — noaTBepAna s COOCTBEHHYIO OCBEIOMIIEHHOCTD.

Ha cTpanHoM nuiie npoMenbKHY/Ia OYEHb 371asl YXMBLUIKA, U JIEIU MPadyHO IPOU3HECa!

— brusko nogobpanace.

— Ona BooO111e y Hac yMHasi, — C HEOKUJaHHOM 3J10CThIO IPOU3HEC DIII0Xap, — pa3roBOpUH-
Bas HE B Mepy, npasjal

W g ymonkna. A TeMHas MEIJIEHHO, C IJIaBHO-TATYYeH rpauuei, marxnyia ko Mue... U s
BAPYT MOHSIA, YET0o onacaucs Jiioxap — MMEHHO TOT0, YTO MOPCKasi BeIbMa PUYMHUT MHE BpEl.

— Takast ymHast 1eBOUYKa, — C IIMIIEHUEM IIPOM3HECHa jJeau Xaoca, €€ KOITH CTPEMUTEIbHO
YBEJIMYUBAINCH, — TaKasl JOTaAJIUBas. . .

MHe BIpyr OYyAUIIOCH, YTO B TEMHOM MOA3EMENbE TEHHU 3a3MEWINCH 110 CTEHaM, PU3paKu
HayaJu pBaThbCs U3 TEHEH, a CTPaHHbIN X0JI0/ MMONOA3 IO Tey...

— Cnymait, DHHH, — JICHUBO-U3/I€BATEIbCKU MPOTIHYI Diutoxap, — a Cenunyc, OH BOOOIIE B
HOCTENH KakK ObL1?

Temnas 3acTbuia.

— Her, Tbl HE moyMai, 4TO 51 OCYKJ1al0 TBOIO MHTPHIKKY C YMCTOKPOBHBIM Marom, XOTsl, Ha
MOU B3IV, 9TO KaK-TO HE KOMIJIB(O — JISAN U3 KJIaHa APEBHUX M KAKOH-TO TaM KPECThSIHCKUI
BBIPOJIOK, S TaK, B 00IIIEM, B CMBICJIC, JJIsT OOIIETO Pa3BUTHSI.

TeMHy10 OT ero HaroO-IPEeHEOPEKUTENBHOTO TOHA MEPEKOCUII0. B cienytoiiee MrHoBeHUE
OHA CTPEMUTEIHLHO Pa3BEPHYJIACh, CBEPKAsi THEBHBIM B30POM Ha Jixke-Tbepa.

— Yro? — B ouepeHOH pa3 ChIrpaj B HEBUHHOCTh Maructp Cmeptu. — MHe mpocTo m060-
IIBITHO, KAKOBO ATO — OBITh MOACTHIIKOM YeIOBEYECKOTO Mara.

— HenaBmxy! — BApyr 3aBH3Kajna TEMHas.

— [a nagHo, 4To0, M CIPOCUTH HENB3sI? — MarucTp noxJionasna YepHBIMU pecHHUIlamMu. — Jla Bce-
BCE, YCIIOKOMCS, MOXKEIb YOUBATh €€ U Jlajbliie, y TeOs HEeII0X0 MOJIy4aeTcs.

W 1yt noBeneHune TeMHON M3MEHUIOCH MTHOBEHHO. Pe3Ko BBINPSIMUBIINCH, YyCTaBUIIACh HA
MarucTpa 1 yBEpeHHO MpOU3Heca:

— Te1 He Trep!
— Yro, npasaa? — u3ymuics Diioxap.
— Tel... — TeMHy!O nIepenepHy0, — Thl U3 Xaoca!

— Bce MBI poiom 13 3TO# KOJTBIOETTH MUPOB, — EXUAHO 3aMeTHI Maructp Cmepru.

— Jla, — coxpaHss BBLIAECPXKKY, IOATBEPANIIA TEMHAS JIEAU, — HO TOJIBKO MPHHIL 1oma Jlakpaa
MOTI" OIYTHUTb MAarvuro CMepTI/I!

— Vena, — He cTajn oTpuLaTh JIJI0Xap, U 4Yepe3 MTHOBEHHE NPUKOBAHHOMN K CTEHE ObLIa ero
JonroBs3as urypa.

Ha oy paznascst monHsliii pazouapoBanus cToH bpan Apaan, KOTOpsIi JIopa Duioxap mpo-
KOMMEHTHPOBAJI CIOKOWHO:

— To1 yBoneHa, kcratu. Ho Taku He oTHoji3ail Jjajieko, UCIOIHEHUE CYNPYXKECKOro J0jra
0CTaeTCs HaCYIIHON He0OXOAUMOCThI0. Buanib 1, mocie oOpanieHus y 1eMOHOB MPEBATUPYIOT
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JIBa UHCTUHKTA — arpeccus 1 pasMHoxkeHue. EcrecTBeHHo, s npeamnoyden Obl /{310, HO Bps Jiu Most
IPEJECTh OLIEHUT MOIO POraTo-XBOCTaTyIO KOMILJIEKTAIUIO.

— Yt0? — BBIIOXHYJIA KaIUTaH Ap/aH.

S Toxe ucmyraHHO CMOTpesa Ha MarucTpa. Jiioxap, 3aMETUB MO B3IV, U300pa3uil BUCe-
HUE Ha LEMNAX U IOMHTEPECOBAJICS:

— Kak s cmotproch?

— MakcumanbHO TOCTOBEPHO, — IIPOLIENTAaNa 5.

— A tak? — OH BBIIPSAMUIICS, OTCTaBUJI HOTY U CIOXKWJI PyKH Ha TPyau, IPOUTHOPUPOBAB
MOPBABILINECS IPU ITOM JIEHUCTBE LEMH.

— Vxe nmydie. — S He cKpbL1a 00JIETYEHHOTO B3/10Xa.

Maructp ynbIOHYCS U 3a7a1 O4€pPEIHOM BOMPOC:

— Yenokounach?

Sl kuBHymnA.

— Th1 Mos npenecTs, — moxBanui Diuioxap. — Tenepps Oynb NOCIYIIHON aJenTKOM, 3aKpoi
IJ1a3KU U HE OTKpBIBaii, IOKa He pa3pelry. — JlykaBoe BeIpa)keHHE UCUE3II0 U3 €To I1a3. — Thl Bellb
HE XOUellb 3HaTh, HA YTO 5 criocoOeH, mpasaa?!

W s 3axxmypua niasa u30 BCeX CHIL

B cnenyroiiee MrHoBeHUE MOCBIIIANICS 3BOH LIETIEH, TPECK, M1aJIEHUE YETO-TO U HEUEI0BeUe-
cKuil Boi! DTOT KpUK OTITyIIal, IaBWJI HA YIIN, BBIHYXK/IAJ CKAThCs, 3aMEPETh M BOOOIIE OOsIThCs
HOLLIEBEIUTHCS. A 3aT€M... TEIUIbIE OTHEHHBIE BOJIOCHI KOCHYJIMCH JIMIIA, BCJIEH 32 HUMHU JIESTHbIE
ryObl MPUXKAJTUCh K MOUM Ha MTHOBEHUE, M DJUTOXap MpopbIYal:

— Korna ornyury, yiaems He omisabiBasich. [loHsna mens?

S kuBHyna. B TOT e MUr ¥ MOM 1IenH ObLIM NOPBaHbl, MEHS CHSUIM C KAMEHHOM IIUTHI, a
3aTeM MOCTABUWJIM Ha I0JI, Pa3BEPHYJIU, U CHOBA XPUILIbIM IEHOT:

— beru, most mpenectb. beru ObICTPO M HE OMISAABIBAsACH. Tpu pasza MOBOPOT HAMPABO, YET-
BEPTHIN B ceIbMOM KOpUI0p. Kak BbIpBEIIbCS, TOJIBKO TOTIA — 3/1€Ch JJI HErO ONIAaCHO — BBI3bIBA
VYHapa, xpanutens poaa Teep. Haneroch, noMHuUIIb, Kak clI€NaTh 3TO, UCTIOJIB3YS KOIbLIO?

CHoOBa KMBHYJIA.

W ourytuna orpomHbl€ J1aJOHU, CKOJIB3HYBIIKE IO IJIEYaM, a 3aTE€M €1Ba CJIBIIIHOE!

— S mo6mo Te6s1. .. — Y moutu cpasy ornmymuTensHoe: — bern!
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY UEIMKOM, KYIIMB IOJIHYIO JIeraabHy10 Bepcuto Ha JlutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam
CII0COOOM.
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