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AHHoOTauus

Mocne TpeTben MupoBoK BOMHbI NPOLLO ABeHaaLaTh Net. Poccust nexuT B pyuHax. Bparu
YHUUTOXUNN €€ KOMOMHUPOBaHHbLIM CNOCOBOM: BUONOrMYECKUM U SaepHbIM opyxuem. LieHTp
norné. >KnsHb egBa TennuTcs No okpamHam. Kasanock 6bl, CTpaHy He BO3pOaAUTb, a Bparu MoryT
TopxkecTBoBaTb. OAHAKO B IMyxoW AepeByLUke TeneHrew XuBeT napeHb no umeHn Kocts, B
namaTb KOTOPOro 3anoXxeHa nporpammMa akTMBU3aLum CMePTOHOCHOW CUCTEMbl « MEPTBas pykKa-
OBa». B oguH npekpacHbii AeHb KocTa HaunHaeT AencTBoBaTh. Tenepb BCS €ro Xu3Hb CBOAMUTCSA
K peanusauumm Lenn: HauTu 1 3anycTuTb CUCTEMY «KMEPTBAas pyka-ABay.
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Muxaun beno3seposB
Bo3me3aue TeneHrepa

Hem namsmu o npesicnem; 0a u 0 mom, umo 6yoem, He OCIMAHEmcs.
namsamu y mex, komopwie Oy0ym nocie.

Bpewms nrobums u epems nenasudems.
Knuza nponosednuxa

maBa 1
Tpodhen

Beproner TOT neTan Bcerna mo oJHOMY M TOMY K€ MapuipyTy: Haa Jlecom mpenkos, uepes
Onenbto nazap 1 nepesas Cemu OpaTbes, nanblie — 3a J[eBATh XOIMOB KPacHBIX AbSBOJIOB U IPO-
najaJ 3a Y4epHbIMH O0JIoTaMH M pekaMu 3b10610 U [laparmikoi.

Ps160ii mozomen K KOCTPY, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO OHU CUACITH U MEKIN KapTOILKY, IIOBEJ YSPHIO-
IIMMH TJIa3aMH, OT KOTOPBIX CEPALE YXOIWIO B MATKH, ¥ CKa3aJl TAKUM XPHUILIBIM T'OJIOCOM, YTO
HPOAMPATIO 0 KOITYHKA!

— Taxk, manansl... 3aBTpa Bo3bMere JLIK!... — On momonmyan Tak 10Jro, 4to BCE, 3aTauB
JIbIXaHUE, BIWINCH B HETO IJIa3aMU, a TIOTOM, TOBOJIbHBIN MPOU3BEACHHBIM Y PEeKTOM, 100aBUIT: —
Ho Tak, 4T00BI BEpHY/IH B LIEIOCTU U COXPAHHOCTH. .. M YTOOBI CAMHU TaM T'OJIOB HE TIOJIOKUIIH.

[Touemy OH MPUHSAJ TaKoe pelIeHUe, TaK U OCTAIOCh TAMHOM, OBITH MOXKET, Y3HAI YTO-TO O
TOTOBSILEMCS HallaIcHUH WIK NIPEAYyBCTBOBAJ ero. Tak uiy uHave, HO BpeMs IPUILLIO.

— Ypa!!l — nonckounn xyno# cyTyasiii Ckesl ¥ OT BOCTOpra eiBa He OpsIKHYJICS B KOCTep.

310 00CYKIaNI0Ch TaK JOJr0, B TAKUX MOAPOOHOCTSX, YTO OHU 3HANIM, KAKUM MapLIpyTOM
UATH, TA€ PACIIOIOKUTHCS JIarepeM, KTO IJIe CIIPSUETCs U KaK CTPEIsATh, U BOOOIIE, UM Ka3alloCh,
YTO OHH JIaBHBIM-/IaBHO YK€ COMJTU 3TOT YEPTOB BEPTOJIET, M [IOATOMY LI€JIbIN o1 AyaUCh Ha Psiboro
3a TO, 4TO OH CHACPKHBAJ X BOMHCTBEHHBIE MOPBIBBI. « YCIIEETCS. .. — TOBOPUII OH UM C HEOHST-
HOW YCMEIIKOH, — MOJIOZBI €Ille, MOJIOKO Ha ry0ax He 00COXJIO, XOTS Y HEKOTOPBIX, Sl BUXKY, YChI
IpoOUBaIOTCS. YMUPATh BCEI/Ia JIETKO. A Ha/O0 JKUTh, KUTh. CIIMIIKOM Majo Hac 0CTajaock...» U
BCE €My, KOHEYHO, O€30TUETHO BEPUJIIU, XOTS U PBAIUCH B 00if 1axe c moabMu-Kaiimanamu. Tex
e, KOTOpbIe MOIJIM YTO-TO BO3PA3UTh, JABHO HE OBUIO B JKUBBIX — MM OHU CMEPTHIO XpaOphIX
C 3TUMH caMbIMU Kaiimanamu. Ho 310 ObUIO aBHO, €Ilie 10 TOro, KaK 3TO MOKOJIEHHE IMallaHOB
OTOPBAJIOCH OT MarepuHCKOM rpyau. IlosToMy oHU M He BeJaau OnacHOCTEH M OBbLIM CMEIBI 10
OecraMsATCTBA.

— Thl... THI... TBI... — Ps100ii Kpyrom noBeJ najiblieM ¢ 00JIOMaHHBIM HOI'TEM, CJIOBHO BHIOU-
pas ce0e KepTBy.

On nponyctun Ckerna, TOJICTOTO JIGHUBOTO JIpIOHAENS C KUCENbHBIMU MO3TaMH U C PyMSH-
LIEM BO BCIO €KY, O/IETOT0 B HACTOSAIIYIO KOPOBBIO JIOXY, @ HE B )KUICHBKYIO JIOLIKY, €CTECTBEHHO,
Menkoro beca 3a ero HeHale)KHOCTh M XJIMIKOCTh JIaXKe 3I0POBEHHOTO M CHIJIBHOTO, KaK ME-
Be/lb, HO MeAnuTenbHOro TenenHs?, ceiHa poioaka. OH mpomycTui Takxke YeboTta — chiHA MOITY-
ToTa-ToIyIIaMaHa, XOTs €ro B3I 3aJIepKaJiCsl Ha HeM J0JIbIIe, YeM Ha OCTaJIbHBIX, IPOITYCTUI
Kocoro 1o BrnosHe NOHATHBIM IPUYMHAM M HAaKOHEI] TKHYJ B mupokorieyero Kocrio:

1 o .
JIK — kpymHOKaIHOEpHBI CTaHKOBBIH IysieMeT cucteMsl Jertspesa — [llnmaruna.

2 Tenenenp — MEIBEb, YBAJICHb.
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— Te1... — Ps0oii mrymMHO BTSIHYD B ceOst BO3yX, Kak JOCh Ha BOgonoe. — Thbl, KaK Jy4IIni
CTpenok, Oynems crapmm! [onoBoit orBeTHIb, eciu uto! Bee, uTo HaiineTe, mpuTamuTe Croza.
W ynacu Bac bor 0OMaHyTh M€HS... OTOPBY U BbIOpOIIY!

W Bce emy noBepuin, 1 1aXke Ha MTHOBEHHE ChEXKUIINUCH, U BTSHYJIM F'OJIOBBI B IJIEUH, IOTOMY
gT0 Psi60oit ObLUT CKOp HA pacmpaBy U OECIONIAICH, KaK OCTPHIN KIIMHOK.

— Xoporo, — mokopHO cortacuiics Kocts, cMaxuBasi ¢ 171a3 TycToi Oelnblii uyd u mpsiya 3a
na3yxy KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YUTaJ [IPU CBETE KOCTpa.

3aBTpa — 3TO 3HAUUT Ha PACCBETE, KOINa eIle MeTyXU HE MPOIOIOT, KOIa COJIHIE €llle He
NOSIBUTCS HAJl COIIKaMH 3a AepeBHeil. Hano enie npusecTy ¢ mosis JIOMIAAEH U B3ATh KOE-4TO B
JIOpPOTY J1a ¥ YTPSICTU BCE BOIPOCHI C MIPUSTEIIMHU.

Knnuku x Hemy He knewnuck. Ero HazpBanu To benbiM, To [Ipuemsiiem, To CmeTanol, HO
y HEro ObLJIO TaKOE€ OTKPBITOE JIMIO, HEITOXO)KEE HAa XUTPBIE, CKYJIAcThle JIMlla aDOPUTE€HOB, UTO
KJIMYKH OTJIETANIU OT HETro, Kak Topox OT cTeHbl. [loaToMy ero yaiie Bcero Ha3blBajaIu POAHBIM UMeE-
HeM — Kocts. U 370 6b110 IPpaBUIIbHO, TOTOMY UTO UMSI OOBIYHO COOTBETCTBYET BHYTPEHHEH CYIII-
HOCTH 4YeJI0BEKa, a CyIHOCTh y KocTr Oblta moj| cTaTh €ro MMEHH, TO €CTh «00JIaTatoIIi HeTo-
K0J1e0MMOI1 cripaBeIMBOCThIO». U nelicTBUTENBHO, eciu KocTs roBOpuIL, TO TOJIBKO MpaBAy, Jaxe
€CJIM ATO TPO3HII0 HENPUSTHOCTSAMH, €CIM €My MOpYyYasH JEJI0, TO BBIMOJHSI €ro Ype3BblYaiiHO
100pPOCOBECTHO, €CITM O YEM-TO PACCYK/IaJl, TO 3HAJI, O YEM PACCYKIAET, a 3a YOS K ICHHS TOTOB ObLI
OUTBCS 10 CMEPTH, HE OTCTYIAast HU Tepell KeM, — B 0011eM, ObIT OH HE OT MHPA CET0, KaK CBATOM.

YeOOoT HEOBOJIBHO MOKPYTHII CKYJIACTOM MOPJIOW C TIPUTUTFOCHYTHIM, KaK y O0Kcepa, HOCOM
¥, KOT/1a BOXK/JIb OTOLLEJ, IPOLIUIIEN HETOBOJIbHBIM TOHOM:

— Omsars Tebe, [lpuemsli, nosesino... — IIpu 3ToM 0H TpsAXHYJI CBOMMH YEPHBIMU KaK CMOJIb
BOJIOCAMU U C BBI30BOM IIOCMOTpEJ Ha HETO.

OHu yxe He pa3 Apaluch IO XPUIIOTHI, 10 CHHSIKOB, A0 Pa30UTHIX HOCOB, HO CHUJIbI OBLIN
paBHBI, 1 00a MOHUMAJTH, 4TO BCsi 00phOa Brepenn. Teneps, moka Kocts Oymer crapmmm, Yebory,
KOTOpPOTO Ha caMoM JieJie 3Banu Pemkoil J{bIKOHOBBIM, IPUETCS OAYMHATECS, HHAYE EMY I'PO3UIIO0
umeTh feno ¢ Psaosmm. U xots Kocrs xun B aepeBHe TeneHrem chl3MaiabCTBa, OH TaK M HE CTall
CBOMM, U Yallle BCEro €ro 3a Ias3a Ha3blBaiu [IpuembliieM u He 3HaIU, TOPAUTHCS UM WUJIH HET,
II03TOMY HEKOTOPBIM, a Oosiblie Bcero YeboTy, u Obu10 0011HO, 4TO aTaMaHoM Ha3Hauuiau Kocrio,
a HEe CBOEro, MECTHOTO.

— IloiinyT mecrepo, — ckazan Kocts, nzberas HampspkeHHOTO B3msiga Yebora, — Cken,
Hpronnens, Menkuii bec, Tenenens u Kocoid.

YV Kocoro neBbiii 111a3 JEHCTBUTETHLHO KOCHII Ky/1a-TO B HE0O0, U B pa3roBOpe ¢ HUM Ka3ajocCh,
YTO CMOTPUT OH MUMO Te0s. CTaHOBHIIOCH HEMHOTO HETIPUSTHO, HO T OBICTPO K 3TOMY IPHUBHI-
Kaellb U y)Ke He oOpallaelllb BHUMaHUS Ha TaKylo EpyHY.

KocTs nepeuncinin noutu Bcex, KTO CHAEN y KOCTpa, KpoMe Tpex manosneTok [amum, 'Homa
u Yubuca, KOTOPHIM €11l U TPUHAIATH HE UCTIOIHWIOCH, HO KOTOPBIX 32 M3/ly B BUJE KapTOLIKU
U CYILIEHOH pbIOBbI TOTOBBI OBLIM TEPHETh B KOMIAHUU. ManoneTku u He MPOTECTOBAJM, TOIBKO,
IPYCTHO U MOHUMAIONIE B3I0OXHYB, IPUHSINCH BbIKAbIBaTh U3 30JIbl KAPTOLIKY, OT KOTOPOH yXe
JTABHO IIEJ bSTHAIINH 3armax. A 1me4b KapToIIKy OHU YMENH 1 Jro0uin. [ TaBHBIM OBLIIO — HE KJIACTh
€€ B OT'OHb UJIU HA OTOHb, & 3aKAaIbIBAaTh B YIVIM, TOJIBKO TOI/1a OHA IIOIYYanach C JKEJITOBATON KOpOU-
KO, 4yTh COJIOHOBATAsl, C MPUBKYCOM IleIuia. M HeT HU4Yero BKyCHee TaKOW KapTOIIKH, IIOXKaIYyH,
TOJIBKO XJ1€0, HO C XJI€O0M IO BECHE ObLIO Tyro. XOpoLIo XOTh KapTOIIKa YpOJUIach, a TaK XOTh
Kapayi kpuuu. Bes nepeBHs cuzena Ha CyleHOW pblOe U KapTOILIKeE.

— OcraBbTe C neciITOK Ha 3aBTpa, — Besena Koctsa. — Kocrep-To paskurare HE JO3BOJIEHO
Oyner.

Bce 3ameBenuce, oxuin. [IpuHAINCH 00CYKIaTh MPEACTOSIINHN MTOXOA — B MIOIPOOHOCTSIX,
CO CMaKoM, INyNOBAaThIM XMXMKaHbEM U NpubayTkamu. boinblie Bcex IIyMen ChlH MEJIbHUKA —
Hpronnens:
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— HNa s!.. Jla mbr!..

OH BAPYT pacIIeApUIICs U YTOCTHI BCEX HACTOSIIUME KOH(PETaMHU, CACTAaHHBIMH U3 CTYIIEH-
Horo MoJyioka. Kocts crpamso yauBuiics. To 3Ha4HII0, YTO KTO-TO U3 JIEPEBEHCKUX pacIIaTHIICS
¢ otrioM JlproHnerns 3a moMout 6aHko# crymeHkd. CTyIeHKY MOKHO OBIIIO B3SITh TOJBKO Ha «IIPO-
Mmbicae» Jloyxu umu, eciu Tede 0o4eHb MOBE3JI0, — B KAKOM-HUOY/Ab CTaApOM apMENHCKOM CKJIaJie, Ha
KOTOPBIH THI CiTydaifHO HaTkHyJscs. [locnennue 1Ba rona Ha «IIPOMBICIIE) CTYIICHKH HE ObLIO, HE
HOSABJISIACHh OHA, U Bce TyT! A HalTH cTapblil apMelcKuil ckila] ObLIO J1axe He OONbIIOH, a Tpo-
MaaHenmel ynaueil. Ecnu jxe Thl «3aHbIKam» CKilajl, yTaui OT 0011ecTBa, TO TeOe MPUIETCS UMETh
JIeTI0 HE TOJIBKO ¢ aTaMaHoM PsObIM, HO 1 co Beelt epeBHeil. CunTail, 9To ThI IPOKIIAT, TPH30BEIIb
ThI Ha CBOIO I'0JIOBY 11030p U O€CUECTHE, U PAHO WJIU MO3HO T€Os BHITOHAT 3a OKOJIMILY, a 3TO Bep-
Hasi cMepTh. MOXHO, MpaBa, ObUIO YHTH B coceqHIo nepeBHi0 Uymna. Tak, MomKHO OBITh, TpU
rojia Ha3aJ NOCTYNUJ CKOpHsIK Backka JIBITKHH, HEOXKUIAHHO pa30orareBIINi Ha JapMOBBIX Xap-
yax. Tak, HaBepHoe, noctynuiu Kuproxa AsneeB u EBceBuii KocobokoB. ['oBopunu taxxke, uto
W3THAaHHUKY JKUBYT TENEPb Ha JIaJIEKOM XyTope Bbicenku u TpsicyTcs HaJl CBOMM OOrarcTBOM, Kak
uapb Komreit Han 3marom. Ho XxpeH penbku He cnaiie, motoMy yTo Ta e Uyna norpeboBana oT
Bacbku JIbiTkMHA OTKpBITH MECTOHaXOXAeHHUE ckiana. A Kuproxa AsneeB u EsceBuiit KocoOokos
TaliHO HaBebIBAJIUCH B TeneHrem u npocuiuch y Psaboro Ha3an B aepeBHIo0. Tak 4To, OJITy4UIIOCH,
KaJTHOCTh BhIIIA OOKOM, cebe Topoxke, HaJlo JOrOBapuBaThCsl CO CBOMMH, a HE Oerarh 1o Taire u
ropaM M MPSITaThCs B MEIIePax TOJIBKO PAIH TOTO, YTOOBI JKUTh C HAOUTHIM OPIOXOM.

I'me Mor HaxXoAMTHCS TOT CaMblii HEpa3rpabJCHHBIM apMEHCKUI CKJal, HUKTO HE 3HAI.
Xoauina MOJBa, 4TO BCE TaM ke — 3a J[eBATHIO XOJIMaMHU KPAaCHBIX bsBOJIOB. HO OTTyna HUKTO He
BO3BPALIAJICS, TOJKHO OBITh, H3-32 TOTO, YTO apMEUCKHE CKIIa 1bl OBLTH HEBEPOSATHO OTPOMHBIMU U
PAIOM C HUMH MOXKHO OBbLII0 0€30€HO CyIIeCTBOBATh XOTh BCIO KM3HB. BOT 3Ty maeto 06 Dibio-
pasio 4acTo C IIyMOM U 00CY>KAalli: CXOAMTH TyAa I HET, U BOOOIIIE, BOIPOC CTaBHIICS peOpoM —
CTOMT JIU JIOBEPATH B3POCIBIM MY>KHKaM, KOTOPBIE OOJIBIIIE )KUJIH 32 CYET «IIPOMBICIIOBY, HECMOTPS
Ha TO YTO MOCJIETHUMN TOJT ONMbKalIuid «mpombice» JIyoxu HU4ero He JaBajl, KpoMe CTaporo Mmpo-
TOPKJIOTO 3€pHA, XOTs, pa3yMeeTcs, U 3TOMy O0€3yMHO ObUIM pajibl, U 3TO HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO B
ObLIbIE IO/1a OTTY/AA IPUBO3KIIN U MACIIHIIE, U KOHCEPBBI OSITh KE MICHBIE, U CaJIbIIE, IOCHIIIAHHOE
YKPOIIOM, ITAKETHI C KOHIIEHTPAaTaMH, JIEACHIIbI, BEPMUIIIEIIb, Caxap, CaXapuH, 4ai, Ja MHOTO 4€ro
BKYCHOTI'O, HalIpUMep KOHCEPBUPOBAHHBIE COCUCKH, ITYCTh IIPOCPOYECHHBIE, HO MX ITOEAANIN C XKal-
HOCTBIO, KaK CTPAILIHO JOPOroy aenukarec. Bot nepeBHs U nojacenna Ha JapMOBIIUHKY, H TOJIBKO
HanOoJee MaIbHOBHIHBIC YIIOPHO CESJIM, HECMOTpPS Ha HACMEIIKH, CBOIO KapTOIIKY M POXKb Ja
Pa3BOAMIM KOPOB, CBUHEHN M Kyp. Teneps ke BCeM ayKHYJIOCh U BCE KUHYJIUCh BOCCTaHABIMBATh
XO35ICTBO, @ BpEMsI YILUIO, ¥ TOJIOZ CTY4YaJICs B CTABHMU.

— A a?! — Bapyr obuxeHHO cripocuia YeOoT, 1 HacTynuiIa TULINHA.

Bce mocmorpenu Ha Yebota, CJIOBHO BIEPBBIE YBUACIU €r0. JTa KIMYKA K HEMY MPHUKJIE-
WJIach U3-3a TOTO, YTO OH C JIETCTBA HOCWJI OTPOMHBIE pblOalKie OpOIHHU, B KOTOPBIX, Ka3al0Ch,
MOYKHO OBLIIO YTOHYTH C rosioBoil. Ho mocTeneHHo OH BBIPOC M OHU €My CTalld BHOpy. A ewe y
Yebora Obuta 0JjHA MpUMEYATENbHAS YepTa: OH HHUKYJa HHUKOTJA HE BIUMAJ, CIIOBHO C JETCTBA
ObLJ1 3arOBOPEHHBIM, TO €CTh C HUM HE POUCXO/IUIN T€ MHOTOUYHCIIEHHBIE HCTOPUH, KOTOPBIE €CTE-
CTBEHHBIM 00Pa30M MPOUCXOAMIIH C JIFOOBIM U3 JIEPEBEHCKHX IAllaHOB.

Bce, xak onun, nosepuyauch k Kocre. lake 0 kaproliike 3a0bLIM, TOIBKO pa3UHYIU CBOU
IpSA3HBIE PTHI.

— Hy-y-y... — KocTs apTUCTHYHO BBLAEpIKAT M1ay3y, AaBas IOHATh, KTO 3[€Ch aTaMaH, XOTsA U
BPEMEHHBIH, TPSIXHYJ TOJIOBOM, YTOOBI YOpaTh C I11a3 Oesblii uy0, ¥ MPOU3HEC CTENEHHO, MOApaKas
Ps6omy: — ecnu, koHeuHO, 3axouenib. HacuibHO HE TSAHY, caM MOHMMAEIb, 10 ONACHOE... HE
Ka)KIOMY 10 ILIey. ..
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— Ter1... [Ipuemsi. .. — 3m0 npomunen YeOoT, Kak nepea Apakoi, — raj... MHOTO Ha ceOs
Oepems!.. — He mo6un oH npocuts y cBoux BparoB. Ho 3arem, OpocHB B3IIIsi[] Ha 3aCTHIBIIYIO
KOMaH[y, cOaBui map: — Bam 06e3 MeHs Bce paBHO HE CIIPAaBUTHCSL.

Oto 6b110 paBIO, moTOMY uTO Aake Kocts monuman, uro YeOoT ymeeT aepkarh KOMaHay
B ©XKOBBIX PyKaBHIIaX, a 3TO 3aJI0T ycrexa, mostomy Kocts Obu1 yBepeH, uto Ps6oit omoopuit 661
€r0 XUTPOCTb.

— JlaBaii BO3bMEM €T0. .. —kajio0Ho nonpocui Tenenenb, BOpodas roJI0BOi Ha KOPOTKOM, KaK
y XpsKa, mee. Bun y Hero Obl1 O4eHB Ja)e 3BEpCKUI: KPYyTIIOMOPABIH, TOXMaThIH, I71a3a rTy00Ko
cUIsIINe, IUKHE, YepHbIe KaK YT, HOC KapTOIIKOW, TYObI TOJICTHIE, KaK y Herpa. — [/laBaii, yero
HaM CTOMT?

«Takoro eciu BCTpETUIIb B TEMHOTE Ha TPOIIMHKE, TAaK B IITAHbI U HAJIOKHILIB)», — HEBOJIHO
noxymai Koctd u, Bonpeku oxuaHusM, e1Ba He paccMesiiics. Kak Hu cTtpanHo, a Pemka emy naxe
YeM-TO UMIIOHUPOBaJ, HECMOTPSI HA TO YTO OHU JIPAJIMCh IIPHU IEPBOM K€ ynoO0HOM ciydae. [1pu-
3HABaJI OH 3@ HUM CHJTYy, HO 3TO HE 3HaYWJIO, YTO CIEAYET MEPE HUM yCTylaTh UM NpOorudarbes.
Peub nuta TOJIBKO O BOGHHOM HEHTPAIUTETE, O BPEMEHHOW KOAJIUIMU CO BCEMHU BBITEKAIOILUMU
OTCIOfIa MIOCJIEAICTBUAMU, KaK TO: JIIMKU TSHYTb B OJHY CTOpOHY, OyHTOB HE yCTpauBaTh U ObITh
JOSTIBHBIM.

A ¢ apyroii croponsl, KocTs mpoMosnyalt He crieraibHO, IPOCTO oayMal, uTo YeOoT MokeT
BOJly 3aMyTHTb, U TOT/Ia HA CAMOM JIeJIe TOJIKY OT HEro OyJeT KaK OT K03J1a MOJIoKa. MOPOKH TOJIBKO
OoJbllie — IPUIVISABIBAN Aa IepKU yX0 BocTpo. OTHAKO U HaYMHATh C PACKOJa EMY HE XOTEJIOCh.
[Torom camomy xe aykHerca. B oOmiem, nmanka o AByX KoHLax. M Tak HEXOpoIlo, U TakK IUIOXO.
Tperbero He naHoO.

—BepHo, He 000UTHCE. .. — 100aBwIT JIpIOH/IENH 1 €/1Ba 10 TPUBBIYKE HE 3apIKall, HE 3aIphITall
HOTr'aMU B CTONTAHHBLIX OOTHHKAX, XOTs IMOBOJA, COOCTBEHHO, U HE OBLIO.

[Ipocro [IproHnens, HECMOTPs Ha CBOIO TOJILIUHY, ObUI XOXOTYHOM M BCEIrJa JpOXKasl OT
cMexa, Kak Kucenb. EMHCTBeHHBIH ero He0CTaTOK 3aKITI0Yacs B TOM, YTO OH OBLI JKa/IHOBAT, KaK
BCE OTHPBICKU MEJIbHUKA, HO K 3TOH €ro YepTe XapaKkTepa Bce yxKe IPUBBIKIN U He 00palliaiyl BHU-
MaHHUs, XOTS TIOPOH TOT ke caMblii YeOOT yumit ero ymy-pasymy, Tackasi 32 HECTPH)KEHbIE BUXPBI:
«He ckpsxunuaii! He ckpskanyait! Jlenuce ¢ nHapogom!.. Jlenucs!.. denucs!..»

KocTs BompocureabHO MOCMOTpPEN Ha OCTAJIbHBIX.

— 4l xak Bce, — PaBHOAYIIHO MMOKPYTHJI MaJIeHbKOW rojoBoi CKell, OH TOKe Hel0It00I1Bal
YeboTa 3a TO, 9TO TOT OBUI CHIIbHEE U HE YITyCKaJl CITydasi POAEMOHCTPHPOBATH MPEBOCXOCTBO.

— He npoTuB, — CILIIOHYJI HA IECOK OJEThIM B Xyayro IOmKY Kocoil, KOTOphIi Ha NEpBbII
B3IVISL/T Ka3aJICsl THXUM U O€30TBETHBIM, @ HA CAMOM JIeJie C HUIM HUKTO HE CBS3BIBAJICS, Haxe YeOor,
notomy 4to Kocoii B pake Brajaia B HEUCTOBCTBO M HE KOHTPOJIMPOBAI CEOsl.

«Hy, ynaps, ynape Mensi!» — cBupernes, 3aBOIWICS OH, a IOTOM XBaTaJj BCE, YTO MONAAAI0Ch
1OJ] PYKY, Oy[lb TO HOX, TOIIOpP WJIU CEpIl, U BCE B CTPAXe LIApaxajuch OT HETrO, IOTOMY YTO €ro
MOTJIa OCTAHOBUTH TOJBKO CMEPTh. A yOMBaTh OHU 10 MJIQJOCTH JIET €IIe He YMEIIH.

— U 4... — oro3Bancs Menkuit bec, CIOBHO B MOATBEP>KIECHNE MOPTHYB O€JIECHIMH PECHU-
amH.

bbbt oH 601€3HEHHBIM U XJIMIIKUM, CaMbIM MEJIKUM B IPYIIE U MO3TOMY MCKaj 00IecTBa
CUJIbHBIX.

— MBI TOXE. .. — TOCIETHUMHU, CTEIIEHHO, KaK MATPULIUN, OTO3BAINCH TeneneHs u J{proHiens,
HE YIIyCTUB ciy4as yHU3uTh Yebora.

— Jlanno, — cornacuncs Kocta. — bonbmmHceTBO 3a. — U, y)e He oOpaias BHUMaHUs Ha
Yebora, ckasza, Kak B3pOCHbli: — BceM B3sSTh C COOOM KpaTBbl Ha TPOE CYTOK, HY M BEPEBOK
noOoJbIIe. A s 3aXBady ra€yHbIe KIFOYM, HHCTPYMEHT BCSIKHMA, BAPYT MPUTOAATCS?

MasoneTok oTnpaBuiIM 3a JIOLIaIbMHU, & CAMU Pa3JIeNIUCh y KOCTpPa, MOIUIOTHEE 3aKyThIBAsICh
KTO BO UTO ObL1 071eT. KOCTsl HaTAHy/ Ha FOJIOBY HIEPCTIHYI0O «MEHUHTUTKY» U MOIJIOTHEE 3aCTer-
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HYJ KypTKY, UICKYCHO IIEpELIUTYIO U3 apMelickoil muHenu. Ha Horax y Hero Obuin JoOOpOTHBIE KUP-
3a4H, MIOOUTHIE MEIHBIMHU TBO3/ISIMHU, — TIOIAPOK Ha JeHb poxaeHus or Cemena Tumodeenya. B
obmem, Koctst Obut oziet He 60oraro u He OeTHO, KaK pa3 B TO, YTO TPEOyeTCs Jisi CYpOBOTO CEBEP-
HOTO KJIUMara.

Heb6o0 Han nepeBHeli 1aBHO CTalI0 TEMHBIM, MPAYHbIM, CO CTOPOHBI PEKU HAII03aJ1 XOJIOJHBIN
TyMaH, a OT KOCTpa HCXOauIIO0 Terio. [To Mepe Toro kak xoJioano, OHA HE3aMETHO ISl CaMUX ceO0st
OmKke M OJrKe TPUABUTAMCH K OTHIO, M BCEM CTAJIO YIOTHO, MTOCJIE TOTO KaK HAOMIIH JKEITY/IOK.
T'oBopwin, mepebuBast Apyr Apyra, B3axiyied, XBacTaluch 0e3 Mepsl. Pxkanu, CIIOBHO cTajo 3ary-
JSBIIMX Jiomraaei. Kakaplid MeuTan BraifHe pa3no0bITh Ui ACPEBHU BEPTOJICTHYIO MytKy. [Toro-
BapUBaJIH, YTO y cocenHeil nrepeBan Uyna Bpone Obl €CTh Takas M YTO K HUIM TeNephb HE CYHYTCs
Jlake caMmble OTYasiHHbIE Tuxue oau. Mx, npasaa, npu Hanuuuu K He oueHb-T0 60s511Ch, HO €
BEPTOJIETHOM ITyILIKOM OHO Kak Obl HaJiexHee U BepHee. Otk ke kanuop kakoil! Tpuauare M-
TUMETPOB! A ecIu eIie U pa3phIBHBIC WM OPOHEOOMHEIE, TO BOOOIIE pa3rOBOPOB HET. YCTPAIIHUT
aro6oro cynocrara. J{eso ocTaoch TOJIBKO 3a MajibIM — COUTh 3TOT AypPalLKUI BEPTOJIET, KOTOPBIN
HEPa3yMHO JIETAET 10 OTHOMY U TOMY e MapuIpyTy. TonbKO J€HUBBIN a ITyIIbI HE COOIa3HUTCS.
[Torom nepenn Ha Oaiiku 00 apMelcKuX ckianax, u Kocoil MmeuTarenbHO MpOU3HEC:

— I'OBOPAT, 4TO TaM €CTh HACTOAIINN JETYUCKUI HIOKOJIA.

[Ilokonana, KOHEYHO ke, HUKTO U3 HUX B KU3HU HE IPOOOBaJI, pa3Be 4To TOJICTAK JproHaens.
Ho neyxenu o mpu3HaeTcs, 4TO €ro OTel] TAMKOM SIKIIAaeTCs ¢ u3rHaHHUKaMu? Jla HU B )KU3HB!

— Jla 4TO TaM MIOKOJIAJ... — BECKO CKa3aJ pO30BOILUEKUN J[prOHI€b 1 MHOTO3HAYUTEIBLHO
3aKaTHII I1a3a. — A JIukepa He XOTuTe?!

Bce 3amepnu u mocMoTpenu Ha Hero, Kak Ha Oora, naxe Kocta nognancs obieMy runHosy:

— Kaxkoro?..

— MsitHoro!

— A 4T0 370 TaKoe?..

— A c yem ero egsr?..

— A... — OTepsIT KTO-TO Aap peyHu.

— JlepeBHsl. .. — BBICOKOMEPHO 3aMeTu [{proHiens, — MPOCThIX Bellel He 3HaeTe. — M TyT xe,
NOJTY4HB 110 mee oT Koctu, mprxkancs K 3emiie, Kak HoOUThIH meHok: — S momrytun!.. S mourytui!..

Tak 4TO OHM B 3TOT Bedep HE MOMPOOOBAIN HU JIMKEPA, HU APYTUX KPENKUX HAMUTKOB, a TO
BOOOI1IE€ HE TOAHSIIUCH OBbI.

% % %

[TorpoOyii TyT ycHu! OHM, TOYyBCTBOBAB CE0sI B3POCIBIMH, CKOPOTAJIH €I C YACOK, TOPSU0
oOcy>nasi, Ha 3aBUCTb JI€PEBHE, MOCIEAHUE HOBOCTH O «IIpOMbIciey». Bpome Obl «OTKpbUICS»
HOBBIM B OKPECTHOCTAX ropel Manas MeHb, HO OKa OTTy/la HUYETO HE MPUTALIUIN, a €CIU U
IPUTALWIN, TO, HECMOTPS Ha cTpax nepes PsObiM, npurpsaTanyu Ha 4YepHBIN JI€Hb; U pa30LUINCh
Ha OOKOBYIO, KOT/Ia JIyHa B30I1IUIA U SIPKO CBETHJIA CKBO3b PEKHE BECEHHUE 00J1aKa, a OAHSIINCH
BCE, KaK OJIMH, KOHEYHO, TOJBKO C MepBhIMU neTyxamu. Emie yac ymren Ha cOOpbI, U OIY4HIOCH
TaK, YTO, CKOJIbKO HH CIICIIWIIN,  BBIIBUHYJIUCH BMECTE C BOCXO/IOM CcONHLA. B 001em, cpasy xe
HayaJu Oma3/blBaTh.

Artaman Ps00ii, omeTblil, Kak Ha Npa3gHUK, B Oenyro pyOamky v AByOOPTHBIM 4YepHBIN
NUDKAK ¢ METAJUIMYECKUMH ITYTOBHIIAMHU «a-Jisi OWTIICY», B HAUMIICHHBIX 0 OJEeCKa XPOMOBBIX
carorax, Ha MpoIllaHue cKa3aj, HEOKUAAHHO MOA00PEB:

— ChIHOK, y T€Os1 OyaeT Bcero nath cekyHa. [IsaTh cexkyHa — 3to oueHb MHoro! [enas Beu-
HOCTb! ThI 3a 3TO BpeMsl ycIieellb BBIITYCTUTh MUHUMYM JIECSTH I1yJIb. 3HAIO, YTO Thl BCE IPABUIIBHO
clenaelllb, He 3ps sl Te0sl y4ui CTPEeNsiTh, HO 0COOEHHO He yBieKaiics — B JleBsTh XOIMOB Kpac-
HBIX JIbSIBOJIOB HE X0, KTO ObI M KaK Obl T€OSl HM yroBapuBajl, U HUKOTO TyAa HE IyCKail, TOMHH,
YTO OTTyJa HUKTO He Bo3Bpamaics. [am Obl s Tebe B3poCIoro My>Kuka, 1a caM OHUMAeIb, BCe
Ha «IPOMBICIIE» J1a CEIOT, O/IHAa HAJEKJa B KU3HU HA BaC U Ha «IpoMmbIciby. [Jo ypoxas eie
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BOH CKOJIbKO. — Ps100#i mocMOTpes Ha Hero Tak, CJIOBHO XOTEN YTO-TO A0OABHUTh, HO HE T0OABWUII,
a TOJIbKO MAaXHYJI PYKOM.

Y Koctu cxanocs cepae. Cnan crapuk, KaJloCTIMBO MOAyMal OH. 3a MOCIIEIHUHN T/ 3110~
poBo cnan. HoBoro aramana Hazno BbiOMpaTh! Toiabko He W3 Koro. I'ne Takoro Bo3bMellb, Kak
Psa6oit?

— Bce cnenato, Kongparuii AnexcanapoBuu! — IMX0 OTBETUJI OH C TalfHBIM YyBCTBOM IIpe-
BOCXO/ICTBA, KOTOPOE MCIIBITHIBAJ KO BCEM B3pOCIbIM. — He BOIHyHTECH.

OH He MOHMMAJI ATOT0 YYBCTBA M HE aHAJIM3UPOBAJ €ro, HO OHO HEU3MEHHO OBLIO C HUM, KaK
BTOpasi €ro HaTypa. A UCXOAUJIO 3TO MPEBOCXOACTBO OT TOT0, UTO OH ObLIT MOJIOJ U OLIYIIAN B cede
CHUJIBI, HEBEJIOMbIE HUKOMY. BBIJT 1 3TO KaKON-TO TalHBIN 3HAK WJIM OILIYIICHHS HEUYTO OOJBIIETO,
OH HE 3HaJ U HE OCO3HABaJI €r0 MPUPOBI.

—Hy... ¢ borom! — Psi60i1 B310XHY/ ¥ IEPEKPECTHII €TO.

Ha xpouiblie nepksu nosisuiics orens Yebora Banepuan @enopoBrud — MpoCTOBOJIOCHIH, Mbs-
HBII BIpabaiaH, ¢ OONBIINM KPECTOM Ha )KUBOTE U C S3BIYECKHM ITOCOXOM B PYKE, TOXKE UX Iepe-
KPECTHJI ¥ 3a1el1 0acoM 4TO-TO MHOTO3HAYUTENILHOE, HENOTPEOHOE, a TOTOM BIPYT 3aroJIOCHII, KaK
BCIIOJIOILIMBIIUICS TETYX, 3alphlrai, 3aBepTesics KpyraMy, NoaAMeTasl JJIMHHBIMU [10JIaMU PSIChI
IBUTH ¢ Jopord. baObl ¢ mepenyry 3aoxaiu, 3aroiocuid. JlepeBHs BbIChITana mpoBokarh. LllyTka
JIM, BEPTOJIET 3aBAJTUTH — ATO T€OE HE OPEXH HAKOJIOTh K 00eny. Bepka [lanTioxuHa, 104b Ky3HeIa,
¢ xotopoii y Koctu ObuTH 1epBbie poOKHE YyBCTBA U M3-32 KOTOPOH, COOCTBEHHO, OHU ¢ YeboToM
Bpa)kJ10BaJI, IPOBOJIMIIA UX JaKe 32 OKOJIMILY U JIOJT0 Maxaja eMy BCe]l IUIATOYKOM, OCTaBHB B
€ro Jyllie B3IJIsAJ CBOUX MPEKPACHBIX KapuX IJIa3.

KocTs cunoit 3actaBui ceds TUIITHUHN pa3 HE OMISIHYThCSI, TOIBKO MaxHYJ IPUEMHOIN MaTepu
Kcenun [lanmnoBHe u moexai, OTKUHYBIIUCH Ha3azl. CIOBHO OBIBAJIbIN, CTENMEHHO, Kak Ps0oii,
OH TOKa4YMBAJICS B ce/jie, 4yBCTBYs B3I Bepku. Ho xapakrep Bblaepxain, He 00epHYIICs, XOTs
MEKIy JIOTIATOK TaK U Lapamnaio, Tak u ceepbeno. Huuero, Huyero. .. — ryman oH, cTpajas oT coo-
CTBEHHOM K€ TOP/0CTH, — BEPHYCh T'€POEM H... KEHIOCh. MbICIb ObljIa HEOKUIAHHON Jaxe AJs
Hero camoro. A yto? Jleteil BOH Ha10 pokaTh. Maiio Hac OCTaloCh, MaJlo, CIIOBHO nociie ApMa-
regnoHa. [louemy mMano, oH He MOHUMaJ1, Hapojia BEb B IEPEBHE MOJIHO, HO BCE TaK AyMaJH, U BCe
TaK TOBOPHJIM BOKPYT: MaJIO, MOJI, Hac, Mayo, 1 6acta! Panse 6omipmie 66u10. Kyna yx 6ompiie?! —
yausisicss KocTs, XoTs Bce TBEpAWIM Ha OJMH U TOT XK€ JIaJl, YTO HACTYNUIIO «BPEMSA-Mapby», TO
€CTh TIOJIHBIA OTCTOW B MHpe, OeccMbIcinIa, TapadapiinHa, BceoOlee moMpadyeHHe CO3HAHMSA,
MIJIa B IyIIax v cepAnax. MpICIb 0 )KEHUTHOE U JIETSIX MOsIBIIIACH y HETOo cirydaiiHo. OH U Jymarh
He ayman o0 stom: «Momnoa ecue!» Ho Bce paBHo Bepka emy oueHb HpaBuiach, XOTs OH ¢ HEH
Jla)kKe HU pasy HeE LeI0BaJCs.

Masno-nomaiy 3ByKH J€PEBHH CTUXJIN, OCTAJIUCH 10331, TOJIBKO Kypyuasia peKa J1a CKpUIeln
COCHBI, Llaparnas BepXyllIKaMu Becesoe roiayooe Hebo. Bee cpasy »xe npuTuxiu, ceaauch HacTo-
POKEHHBIMHU U COOPAHHBIMH, MTOTJISIBIBAIIN 110 CTOPOHAM, XOTsI JIEC-TO OBbLIT CBOU, poaHOMi. OqHAKO
HOCJIEZIHEE BPEMSI B HETO XO/IUJIH € ONACKOM, MOCIIe TOro KaK U3 AEPEBEHCKOTO CTa/ia Mponaiu Tpu
KOpoBbI. Halliiau Tosbko XBOCT J1a KOIIBITAa U 3aTOBOPUJIM O BOJIKaX HEBHUJIAHHBIX Pa3MEPOB.

Ho nocreneHHo ocBOMINMCH M 3aHSUINCh TEM €CTECTBEHHBIM, YTO YMEJIU JENaTh JIydlle
BCETO, — OONTOBHEH, pasymeercs. TOIBKO pa3BeTUMKH BIEpenr — KBAJAPATHBIN, Kak mKkad, Teme-
NeHb ¢ 0A0CKUMHU MBIITHBIMY TUICYaMHU U XyI0H, Kak Tmcrta, Cken — exanu morda. Ho um 3to kak
Obl OBLIIO MIOJIOXKEHO 110 ycTaBy. Benen 3a HuMu MeTpoB uepes Tpuauarsh — Kocrs ¢ Menkum becowm,
KOTOpPOTO OH B3$UICS ONEKaTh, IOTOM JIOIIAU C IPY30M U BEIllaMU, a y’Ke IIOTOM — BCE OCTaJIbHbIE.
3aMblIKaj KOJIOHHY CTpallHO HeaoBosibHBIM UeOoT. Ho neBarthest emy ObuIO HEKyna, pa3Be UTO C
030pOM BepHYThCs B iepeBHIO. [locne storo Bepka [lanTioxuHa Ha HEro gake HE B3MIIAHYIA OBI.
[To3amu cieimanock: «by-0y-0y, Oy-0y-0y...» — 1 cMex Tosictoro Jproraens, u xuxukanbe Kocoro,
U Becelble BCKpukH TenenHs. KocTs HUKOro He onepruai: BO-NIEPBbIX, B JIECY IOCTOPOHHUX HET,
a BO-BTOPBIX, JIa)Ke TPOMKOE prkaHbe J[proH/erns pas3ieTanocs He OOibIIe YeM Ha MATHACCAT MET-
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poB. Jlec, kak BaTa, NIyIIWI BCE 3BYKH, Ja)ke JIOLIAAM 1M HOYTH 0€33ByUHO, CTyHasi O MSITKOM
HOJICTUJIKE U3 COCHOBBIX U €JIOBBIX UII.

OHnu emie mapy pa3 OCTaHaBJIMBAJIUCh, OUH pa3 y PeKH U BTOPOM pa3 mpu Bwve3ae B Jlec
NPEAKOB, TIOATSIHYIIN TPY3bl, 0COOEHHO TshkeneHHyo TpeHory u JIIIK, koTopbie BeCHIN 9y Th JIn
HE MATHACCIT KHJIorpaMMoB. Jlanmbllie ABUranuch 03 OCTAaHOBOK, HE OTIISABIBAsICH, BCE TIIyOxke
3a0upasich B J€C 110 HAEHKEHHOM TPOIle, MUMO CTPAaHHBIX XOJIMOB, YCHIIIAHHBIX MPEJIBIMU UIOJ-
KaMU, MUMO 3apOCJiei KaJIMHbI U €KEBUKH, MUMO BEIbMUHBIX IIPOTAJIMH, B KOTOPBIX HE pOCIIa JaXe
TpaBa, MUMO MPaYHbBIX €JIOBBIX Yaio0. MIHOTIa BhIe3Xaji Ha TOJISTHBL, KOTOPbIE Oy PSIOIIE MaXJIH
3eMJIIHUKOM, HO B OCHOBHOM TaWJIUCh IOJ] IEPEBBSMHU, ON1AacasCh BCE TOTO KE BEPTOJIETA, XOTA 110
€ro 0OBIYHOIO MOSABIEHUS ObLIO €1le Ol-e-ei CKOJIBbKO BPEMEHH.

Orort Jlec cunrancs cBsILEHHbIM — 0a3uc B 1oauHe pek [Tapamka u 3p10b. [lanbiie Ha ceBep
HAYMHAJINCh XOJIOJIHBIE MYCTOILH, @ 3/1€Ch OBLJIO MOJHO 3BEPbs U PHIObI, POCIIU SATO/bl U I'PUOBL,
BBI3pEBAJIM MILEHUIA U POXKb. A OTYEr0 — HUKTO HE MoHuMad. Jlec e Bpoje Obl momoran myT-
HUKY, ¥ B HEM €lIIe HU pa3y HUKTO He 3a0Iyquiicss M He Mpomall, Ho3ToMy OHH 3TOT Jlec mrobnm,
XOJIWJIY CIOJ1a 32 OpeBHAMU, TpubaMu, ArO[0M, TpaBaMH M CMOJIOH TSI XO3MCTBEHHBIX U JIEY€OHBIX
Hyx1. [lo xene3noit noporu Jlec, mopocummii ocuHo# 1 6epe3amu, ObLIT BECEIbIM — COTHEUHBIM,
IIPO3payHbIM, a Cpa3y 3a HACHIIIbIO CTAHOBUJICS CMELIAaHHBIM, IOTOMY U TEMHEJN, U ChEXHUBAJICA 10
pasmepos B3naa. Kocre 310 moueMy-To HE HPaBUIIOCh, OH HEpBHUYAJ, a Menkuil bec, Murnys
pacTepsiHHO OesecbIMU pECHULIAMU, TIOBEA:

— MHue 6ars He BeJes repocTBOBATh. ..

Touno, momyman Koctsi, cMaxuBasi ¢ 11a3 TskeNbld uy0, OAMH OH y HEero. JT1o s, 6e3 poy-
IUIEMEHH, Aelato yTo xouy. OT 3TUX MbICIEN Ha Qylle CAENANoch TAXKEN0, KaKk 0ObIYHO, KOTJa OH
BCIIOMMHAJ O MOTMOMINX POAUTENSAX. B maMsTu y HEro HUUEro He OCTaNOCh, KPOME UX CMYTHOTO
oOpa3a: Mambl B O€JIOM IUIaTKE Ha IJIeYax M OTLA B 4yepHOU (uioTckoi mmHenu. U yem crapiue
OH CTAHOBWJICSI, TEM Yallle BCIIOMUHAJ UX U Ty, IPOLUIYIO KU3Hb, KOTOpas Ka3ajlach eMy UyTb JIU
HE paliCKOW BO BCEX OTHOIICHHSIX. XOpoIlee y MeHs ObUIO IETCTBO, AyMall OH, OYeHb XOpolIee,
HO Kyllee.

Menkuii bec mocran coiieHOro peIOIa W MPUHSIICS C KAJTHOCTBIO €ro moxkuparb. Kocrts
HOTMPOCUTH CTECHSIICS, XOTS IaXJI0 yMOIIOMPAYUTENbHO. A BJIaCTh MPOSIBIATH OH HE XOTEJ, HE TOT
ciydail. ¥ camMoro B KapMaHe JieXaJld JIB€ KapTOILIMHBI U KycoK cana. Bo pry or 3amaxa pblObl
NOSBUJIACh BsI3Kas ciatoHa. Menkuil bec cMUIIOCTUBMIICS M NPOTSHYJ IUIABHUK C IUIACTUHKAMU
YKUPHOTO U MPO3PAavYHOTI0, KaK sIHTaph, Msica. KocTs CyHys 3TOT Kycodek B POT U 1oexaj BIEepeaH,
9TOOBI OOJIBIIE HE COOMA3HATHCS.

Ot nonycranka boOpoBsIii octanuck o pazBannHbl. Ckonbko KocTst cedst momMHmI, moury-
CTaHOK Bceraa Obul TakuM. Bee 3Hanu, 4yTo 31ech HEUEM MOXKUBUTHCS, pa3Be UTO PACTPECKaBIIU-
MUCSI KUPIIMYaMH, HO BCE PABHO C 7KaJIHOCTBIO PAa3IIsIbIBAJIN ITyCThIE OKOHHBIE ITPOEMBI, B KOTO-
PBIX HaBEpHSKA KOTAA-TO OBUTH CTEKJIa, M CTOSUTH METAJUTMYECKUE PEIISTKH, U JIaXe, HaBepHOe,
KOJIBIXaMHCh mTOphl. LluBrmu3amus, ogaako! Yto 310 Takoe, HM y KOro He OBUIO HU MaJICUIIero
HOHSATHS, XOTSI BCE MOHUMAJIU, YTO BEPTOJIET NOSABISAETCS OTTYAA, U3 IPOILIOro, U3 IIUKAPHOM, 0e3-
OeHOI KU3HU, B KOTOPOI KOTa-TO BCE OBLTO MPOCTO OTIMYHO BO BCEX OTHONICHHSX, — B O0IIEM,
U3 MPOILIOro, KOTOPOro He BepHelb. Kax /bl XOIMUK BOKPYT Ka3ajics UM 4EM-TO HEOOBIYHBIM,
IPUTATaTEIbHBIM, XOTS TAKMX XOJIMHKOB I10 IyTH BCTPEYAIOCH BEIMKOE MHOKECTBO — HE ITOTOCTHI
Y HE OIMHOKME MOTHJIbI, @ HEU3BECTHO UTO.

KocTst He Bbleprkai, COCKOUMI € JIOIIAAN U B J1BA MPBIKKA OUYTHJICS BHYTPH MOJTYCTaHKA.
Kppiiia 1 noTosaok mpoBajeHsl, JOCKH € MOJI0B, KaK U JIark, COPBaHbl, IBEPH YHECEHBI HEU3BECTHO
keM U koraa. OH ¢ ’KaJHOCTbIO MPOOEka B3MIAAOM IO CT€HaM, OOHapy»KHUBasi cTapble, MOYTU
cTepThle Haanucu: «3aeck O0bu1 I'pomoB A. B. 23. 09. 2040 r. 2-6aransoH, 55-ro benozepckoro
noskay, win « TarapuHos Jlexa, koManaup TaHka 21-ro yueOHO-TaHKOBOTO OaTaliboHa, 3-1 apMus,
2040 r.», nn y’e COBCeM MO3/AHSIS, Cy/is 10 aTe, 3anuck: «MaTrBeeB AneKCaHaAp, KOMaHIUP POTHI
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703 crpenkoBoro noika, maii, 2041 r.». [locne 3Toi naThl HUKAKUX HAAMKUCEH Ooibiie He ObLIO,
CJIOBHO MCTOpHUSI YeJoBeUeCcTBa 0OpbIBajgach UMEeHHO Ha 3ToM 2041 rome. Y3 yero MoxkHO OBLIO
CZIeNaTh BBIBOJ, YTO COIIPOTUBIIEHUE PEKPATHIIOCh UMEHHO B TO BpeMs. Bce apmuu nepemosnony,
¢ ropeunto nyman Kocts, a k10 u 3auem — HesicHO. JloikHO ObITh, ronu-kaiManbl? Cam Koctst
HUKOI/Ia UX HE BUAEI. [ 0BOpHIIM, 4TO OOBIYHBIE JHO/IU, HO C OPYKHEM U UTO OHU OXOTATCS Ha TAKUX
xe moaen. Ceiiuac ke 2053 rox. 3to Koctst 3Han TouHo. MHOrue He cuMtanu BpeMEHHU, KUIN OT
ypoxkasi K ypoxkaro, a Kako uMeHHo roa: 51, 52, wiu 53-#, 11t Hux He uMeno 3HadeHust. OH ke
TaK HE JyMajl, EMy [0YeMY-TO ObUIO Ba)KHO 3HATh, KAKOM IOl U Kakoi ceroaHs AeHb. MHorue B
JIEpEBHE HaJl HUM IIOCMEUBAJIMCh, HO MHOTHE K€ U yBa)KaJli, IOTOMY 4YTO OH YMEJ YUTaTh U UMEIl
CY)XIIeHHsI 0 OOJIBIIIMHCTBE BEIICH. A HAay4IHJICSI BCEMY 3TOMY CaMOCTOSITENIbHO, HUKTO HE TIOMO-
ray v He HacTaBsul. Pa3se uto Cemen TumodeeBrd 0100pUTEIBPHO KMBAI TOJIOBOU: «Modojertl,
CBIHOK, MOJIOZIEII. .. », J]a €I MOJyCyMAacCIIeAINni CTapuK [ €HKa, KOTOpbIi B MUHYThI IPOCBETIIE-
HUS paccKa3blBall O IMBUIN3ALIMY U O pa3HbIX uyaecax. Bee cunranu, 4To 3T0 BCe MyCTOE, HUKOMY
He HyXHoe, a KocTs cityman ¢ kaJHOCTbI0, 3alIOMUHas! Ka)KJI0€ CJIOBO U BIIUTHIBASA, KaK ITyCTBIHS
BOJLY, 3HaHHUS 10 KPYIHIIaM.

OH He 6e3 coxanieHusi TOKUHYJ 37JaHKe MTOJTyCTaHKa, Ha CTEHAX KOTOPOTOo ObLIa 3areJaTieHa
MCUE3HYBIIAs KU3Hb, I7Ie, Ka3aJI0Ch, CaM BO3JyX HAallOMUHAJI O HEH, W, JJOBKO, B OJHO KacaHUE
IPBITHYB B CE/JI0, CKOMaH0BaJ:

— Bniepen!

Hano Gyzner crona xak-HuOyIb HaBenatbesi. MoXeT, Ha Yepaake eCTh 4To-HUOYIb HHTEepec-
HOE? — MPOJ0JIKaJ JyMaTh OH. XOTs HAaBEPHsIKa 37IECh BCE TaBHBIM-JaBHO IIEPEPBHITO €11IE JO MOETO
HOSIBJICHUS B IEPEBHE.

OTpsin cHOBa pacTsAHYJCS M0 JIECY, CHOBA M03aJ1 CIbIIIajcs OecnpUuMHHBIA cMex J{proH-
JIe1s1, CHOBA TPABUJIM aHEKJIOTHI PO JiereHaapHoro Bacunus MBanoBruua u IleTbky ¢ AHKOM.

Caoto ucroputo Kocts 3Ha1 TobKO co ci1oB pueMHoi marepu — Kcennu JlaHniioBHbI 1 ipu-
€MHOT0 OTIa, canokarka Cemena TumodeeBnya. PacckaspiBainy, 4TO HAILIH €T0, YMUPAIOIIETO,
Ha 3TOM CaMOM II0JIyCTaHKe, a KaK OH TaM OKa3aJiCsi, OHU TOJIKOM OOBSICHUTH HE MOTJIU.

— JlomxkHo OBITH, THI C TIOE311a colen, — paccka3piBaid Cemen TumodeeBnd, BEIHUMAs U30
pTa 340POBEHHYIO UIIY, KOTOPYIO UMEJ MPUBBIUKY COBATh B POT, IOKA HATUPAJ APATBY BOCKOM. —
B te Bpemena noesna eme Xoauiu.

— A nanspiue?.. — 3aTauB JAbIXaHue, crpamusai Kocrs.

VY& OueHb €My XOTEJI0Ch XOTh YTO-HUOY/Ab y3HATh O CBOEH HacTosiel cembe. O TAMHCTBEH-
HBIX II0€3/1aX OH CJIBIIIAJI MHOTO pa3 U BUEI UX, KOHEYHO %€, Ha KApTUHKaX, HO BOOYHIO — HUKOT/IA.

—Tak... 3-3-3... agero ganpmie?.. — 00bIYHO 33yMunBO oTBeuasr CemeH TumodeeBnd, KOBBI-
pAsCh B IOAMETKE U MOIVISABIBASL HA HETO MOBEPX OYKOB J0OPHIMU-I00PBIMU [VIa3aMU, — JaJIbIIIE
M3BECTHO YTO: TOJIOB TeOe ObLIO ceMb uiu BoceMb. [IpaBaa, mars?

— A MoxerT, Bce JeBsTh, — comamanachk Kcenust JlaHninoBHa, BbICOKasI, cyXasl, Kak MepTBas
ellb.

— Her, — B 3ToM MecTe BetpeBan KocTs, — o elie B KOy HE XOAMII.

W cHoBa obparancs B CiiyX — MOXKET OBbITh, CKa)KyT YTO-TO TaKOE, YTO CBSI3bIBAJIO €TO C MPO-
IJTIBIM, 7O KOTOPOTO OH ObUI OYEHb U OUYEHBb OXOU.

— 3HauuT, BCE MATh, LIECTh WIN LIECTh C MOJOBUHOW, — COMIallalach OHA, BBITHpAsk PyKU
0 TIEPETHHK U KOJIys, KaK OOBIYHO, C JApaHUKaMH. — BOJbIIEHBKUI ObUI, IIyCTPHIA U OETIeHb-
KHU1-OeIeHbKUM, KaK. .. KaK... ITyIIXIa Ha 00JIOTE.

— Touno, — no6poxyurHo oareepxkaan Cemen TumodeeBnd, — 60IBHO NTYCTPEHBKUM OBL,
IOCTPEJIEHOK, €/1Ba HAC YBU/JIEN, C KPUKOM 3a/1aJl TAKOT'O CTpeKaua, e/1Ba Te0s U3J10BUIIU B 00JI0TE-
TO.

— B xaxoM 60510T€-T0?.. — 0OBIYHO CO CMEXOM M C 3aMUpaHueM cepra cripamuBai Kocts u
CIIyLIaJI, CIIyIIaJ C XKaJAHOCTBIO, JIOBS KaX10€ CIOBO.
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— B kakom, B kakom? UTo 3a KaMEHHON peuKoii!

[Tonepek Jleca mpenkoB NEHCTBUTEIBHO JIE)Kajda KAMEHHAsi MOPEHA, YepHasl, KaK TacKHast
peKa, He 3apacTrarolas HU JIepEeBOM, HU KycTaMH. Pa3Be 4TO OJHUM JIMIIANHUKOM, J1a U TO IO
KpasiM. 3a 9TOi KaMEHHOW MyCTOIIbI0 U HAXOAUJIOCH OOJIOTO MO/l HEXUTPHIM Ha3zBanuem Tomb. U
KaXIp1id pa3 KocTst muBmIICs, KaKk OH CyMeJ TakK JaJIeKo 3a0paThCs, MOTOMY YTO JJISl 3TOTO TPeOo-
BaJIOCh IOJI-jieca nepecedb. Yl BHOBb UCHBITHIBAJI YyBCTBO OJaroJapHOCTH K CBOMM IPHUEMHBIM
pOAMTENSIM, KOTOphIe HE OPOCHIIN €r0 yMUPATh, a MPOSBUIH TEPIICHUE W HACTOMYMBOCTH B TOM,
YTOOBI U3JI0BUTH MOCTPEJICHKA.

— A yt0 g kpuuan? — crpamurai Kocts u npeBpaiuaics B CiyX, MOXKET, IPUEMHBIE POJUTENN
YTO-TO TAKOE€ CKAXYT, YTO JaCT €My BO3MOXHOCTb BCIIOMHHUTH CBOMX HACTOSIIMX OTLA U MaTh.

TockoBaj OH 10 HUM TaK CUJIbHO, YTO MOPOM MPOCHINAJCs NOCPEAN HOUHU B CII€3aX U JOJTO0
BCIIOMMHAJI, KaK 3BajJl UX BO CHE, HO HUKTO HE OTBEYAJl €My U HE IMPUXOANUI MOMIAIUTh N0 Oeso-
OpbICOI TOJIOBE.

Ha stom pasroBopsl, cobcTBeHHO, U Tipekpamanmuck. To 11 Cemen Tumodeerud u Kcenus
JlaHusi0BHA 4Ero-TO HEIOrOBapUBajy, TO JIU JEHCTBUTENBHO HE 3HAJIM, YTO CKa3aTb, TOJBKO Ha
nyue y Koctu ocraBanoch ourymenue 0omnpiiero rops. Tak oH ¢ 3tuMm ropem u xuil. Hukro e
3HaJ] 00 3ToM. HukoMy OH HH4Yero He pacckasbiBail. Jla U KoMy 3TO HY)XHO B JIEpE€BHE-TO, 1€ TIO
HBIHELTHUM BpEMEHaM TaKHX HUCTOPUH MO JHKUHE B KaXKJIOM CeMbe: KOro-To YOMIIN JIIOAU-Kai-
MaHbl, KTO-TO Mpomnaj 0e3 BeCTH, a KTO-TO YIIEJ B MOMCKaX JPYyroi »KU3HU, U O HEM JyMajH, KaK
0 BEYHO YKMBOM, U HE CUUTAIM YMEPIIUM, HO TYKWJIH OT BCEH IyIIH, KAK YMEET TYKUTh PYCCKUMN
yenoBek. B mamsaTu ocranock Toiabko cioBo — MockBa. A uto 3to Takoe, Kocts He 3Han. [epe-
BEHCKHE HUYETO TOJIKOM OOBSICHUTH HE MOTIIU. «MOCKBa — 3TO TOPO/I... OOJIBIIONH-00IBIION, CTO-
JMIA. .. — TOBOPUJIM C IPUJBIXaHUEM, — [JIe-TO TaM... JAJEKO...» — HEOIPEIEICHHO OTBEYaIN U
Maxaju pyKod B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyzna yberana »ene3Hast gopora. Ho 3a 3tumu cioBaMu Kpbuiach
HEU30bIBHASI TOCKA, XOTs, KOHEYHO, HUKTO B OTKPBITYIO CBOUX UYBCTB HE BbIpaxkajl. BOT u BbMc-
KHBaJI OH B KHUTraX 3TO CTpaHHOE Ha3BaHUE. Cepbe3HbIX KHUT B IEpEBHE ObLIIO BCETO TPU: TOJICTAs
3acaneHHas bubnus, «CipaBoYHUK MOJIOIOTO MOpsIKa», OOT BECTh KaKUMU MyTSIMH IONABIIUHI B
pyku Cemeny Tumodeesuuy, u «Kynunapus», KoTopasi €ciiv KOro-To ¥ HHTEPECOBaJIa, TO UCKIIIO-
YUTEJBHO C TOUKH 3PEHUS 3K30TUYECKUX HA3BaHUH SICTB, IOTOMY YTO B OCHOBHOM ITUTAIMCh TPEMS
BUJIaMH IIPOIYKTOB: CTPALIHO A€PUIMTHBIM P3KaHbIM XJI€O0M, pbIOOH U KapTolKoi. 13 Hecepbes-
HBIX KHUT TIOYTH B KaXK/IOM JIOMe OBUTH CKa3KH 0 X000UTax M BiacTenuHe koiel. [1o STum KkHuram
KocTst u yuwiics uurath, fa emnie o oOpbhIBKaM JHOOBIX MEYATHBIX U3/1aHUM, KOTOPbIE HAXOIWI B
nepeBHe. TolbKO € KaKIbIM T'OJIOM UX CTAaHOBHWJIOCH BCE MEHbIIE U MeHblle. KocTs BbIMEHHUBAI
UX TpaBIaMy U HETIPABJAMH y OTHOCEIIFYaH U CKIIJBIBAI B OOJIBIION JKEJIE3HBIH SIIUK, KOTOPBINA
npsATaN 1MoJ KpoBaThio. brina y Hero tam maxe SHIMKIONETUS 0€3 KOpOYeK, HaYMHasi C OyKBBI
«B». A BO3UJ OH C CO00M MCKIIIOUNTENHHO «CIPaBOYHUK MOJIOJOTO MOPSKa», KOTOPBIM BBIYYHII
Hau3ycTbh, IOTOMY M 3HAJ, YTO TAKOE MOPEXO/IHASI ACTPOHOMHUS, JIOLUS U €Ille MHOTO YETo, U Me4-
TaJI O JTAJIEKOM TEIUIOM Mope. BoT 1 celiyac OH JocTai CHpaBOYHHK M3-32 MA3yXH U C JIOOOBBIO
TOTIAAMIT OOJIOKKY, Ha KOTOPO# ObLTH M300pakeHbI MITYPBAJI U KOMIIAC.

Menkuii bec ¢ ycMenikoit nocMOTpes Ha HETO U CKa3aJl, BBITUPAsl JKUPHBIE PYKHU O JIOCEBBIE
IITAHBI:

— Bce unraens?..

B sTOM BoIpoce KpbUTach BCs HEXUTPast MyZIPOCTh JIEPEBHHU, ee hprtocodus 1 00pa3 KU3HH:
BCE, UTO HE UMEJIO MPAKTUYECKOTO 3HAYEHHUs1, CUUTATIOCh [TIYIIBIM U BPEIHBIM.

—Ywuraro. .. — kuBHyA KocTs, cppiBas Ha X0y KUCTh paHHEH yepeMyXxH. Sroap! ObUTH TepITKO-
CJIaJKUMHU U XOPOILIO YTOJISUIU TOJION — CTapoe, IPOBEPEHHOE CPECTBO.

— A M03ru HE CyuuT?

— He cymmnr.

— A MHe 6abka TOBOpHIIA, YTO CYIIUT, YTO YEIOBEK OT YTCHHS CICTTHET U YMUPAET.
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— He yun nexymiky kanwisite, 1 BOOOIIe, MEHbIIE CBOIO 0abKy cirymaii, — Bo3pasmi Kocrs,
BBIIJIEBBIBAs KOCTOYKHU. — ThI B ILIKOJTy KOTZ1a-HUOYAb XOAUI?

— He-a... a 4t0 31O Takoe? — HacMenTUBO cpocust Menkuii bec.

— 51 Toxe He xonmia, — B3AOXHYNI Koctd, — a mkona — 3T0 Takoe MECTO, TA€ y4aT pa3HbIM
IIOJIC3HBIM BEILlaM.

O mkosne oH, KOHEYHO, CIbILIAN OT CTOJETHETO JeAa [ €HKH, KOTOPbIN KHJI 110 COCEACTBY U
ObL1 Koraa-To yuureneMm uctopun. Ho Kocts Tak 10 koHIa U HE OHAJ, 4TO Takoe mikosa. [Tome-
IIEHUE, Te COOMPAIOTCs JETH, a YUUTEIb UM PAaCcCKa3bIBAET BCAKUE MIPEMYIPOCTU. ITO BCE SICHO.
A KTO e yduTensi 00y4ul, €clii yMHee ero HUKOTo HeT? Bpert, HaBepHOe, — HeIOBEPUUBO TyMal
Kocts o nene I'enke. — XoTs He oxoke, HE JOJDKEH, CTapblii 00JIBbHO, B YEM JyIlIa AEPKHUTCSL.

— Tro-10-10... — He moBepui1 Menkuii bec. — Mol oren kKak XBOPOCTHUHY BO3bMET, KaK 3aMax-
HETCs, cpa3y Hay4yuT B J[Ba CUETA.

— A KeM OH y TeOs ObLT B TOM, MpeKHEN KU3HU?

— A s 9t0, 3Ha10? — yauBwics Menkuii bec n 3axsonan 6enecbiMu pecHUIIaMH. — MOXET, OH
€€ U He BUJIEJI, 3Ty MPEKHIOI0 KHU3Hb, 32 BOJKONU-TO?

— Hy 4rto on ymeer?

— CaMOroHKy yM€EeT BapuTh, KApPTOILKY CaXKaTh, — HEYBEPEHHO IPUHSJICS NEpeunciiaTh Me-
kuii bec. — Ha 0X0Ty MOKET CXOIHUTH, IPOB HAKOJIOTb. .. 4 BOT €I11€ — BEPTOJIET MHE B IETCTBE JEJIAJl
C 3TUM, KaK €ro...

— C nponemnepoM, — yrounui Kocrs.

— TouHo.

— Hy BOT BuuIIIb, — MHOTO3HAYUTEIBHO Ipou3Hec KocTs, — a roBopuIlb, HUYETO HE YMEET.
ThI XOTh 3HaEIIb, KaK U YEM PYXKbE CTpENsieT?

— Y Hac yxe He CTpensieT, — XMypo noxanonaics Menkuit bec. — [Topoxa HeT.

— A 410 Takoe mopox?

— A Oec ero 3Haet?!

CoOcTBEHHO, N3-3a ATOU MPUCKA3KH €T0 U Ha3Baju becoMm, TOIbKO MEJIKMM, YTOOBI HE ITyTaTh
C Maraiieii, KoToporo Ha3piBaiu bospmmm becom n3-3a pa3MepoB U KPyTOro HpaBa.

— Ilopox, — HpaBoyuuTeNnbHO cka3an KocTs, — 3To Takoe BelecTBo, KOTOpOe KUTanIbl H300-

penu.

— Kr0-k10?.. — OpesrmuBo nepecnpocun Menkuii bec u cHoBa 3axiiomain O0eJIechM pecHU-
IIaMH.

— Kuranngpr.

— A re onu xuByT? — Menkuit bec, gypanuimBo orsiencs, CJIOBHO UIA STUX CAMbIX KUTal-
1IEB.

— Cam He 3Ha10, — Heox0oTHO npusHaics Kocts. — JlomkHo ObITh, oueHb aaneko — B Kurae.

— Tak Kak e uX MopoxX K HaM Monaji? — ¢ npe3pennem cupocuit Menkuit bec, cioBHo mos-
noBuil KocTro Ha BpaHbe.

Ha rakyro npemyuects Koctst HU4ero Bo3pa3urtb He MOTL. JI€HCTBUTENBHO, KAaK TaK IOJIy4Ya-
€TCsl, YTO MOPOX U300pen 3a TPUAEBATH 3€MeJb, @ OH OUYTUJICS B CAMOM INIyXOM MECTE Ha 3emiie?
be110 OTYETO NMpH3axyMaThC.

— Tak ero x, HaBepHOE, IPUBE3IU TEM CaMBIM I10€310M. .. — Hamencs Kocts. — Tonbko 1o
JI0OpOTe U MOIIM, — AOTaAaJICs OH.

He mapoxonom ke, neiicTBUTeNsHO, TOTOMY uTo HU [lapamika, Hu 3610b HECYJOXOIHEI, U HE
CaMOJIETOM, U HE BEPTOJIETOM, IIOTOMY 4YTO B ACPEBHIO CPOAY HHUYTO HE JIETAJIO.

— K10? — 6e3mepHo ynuBuics Menkuit bec. — Kuraiinpr?

— OTkyna MHe 3HaTh? MOXeET, U KUTalllbl, 1 UX B [VIa3a HE BUJEI.

— 3ps Te0s aTaMaHOM Ha3Ha4MIIM, — BIPYT obuzaencs Menkuii bec. — XoTh U BpeMeHHO.
Bpeuis ThI Bce 1 HacueT KUTalLEB, M HacdyeT nopoxa. Bpen ot te0s ogun. He araman TbI, a-a-a...
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— Ho-Ho... — npenynpenun Kocts 1 HEBOIBHO TPOHYJ MOBOJIBS, YTOOBI, €CJIA YTO, XBATUTh
Menxkoro beca 3a pykaB 1 IpUBECTH B UyBCTBO.

Ho Menkuii bec He 611 Ob1 OecOM, eciii OBl HE cpearupoBall. B MruoBeHue oka ero JIomaiab
CKaKHyJIa Ha JIBa METpa BIIpaBo, OJaro JOpokKka Oblia IIUPOKOH, U OTTY/IAa OH YK€ MOBEa:

— A-a-a... mopox, na Oyaert Tede M3BECTHO, U3 3eMJTH BBIXO/IUT, KaK JKeJIe30 WM Meb. MecTa
TOJIBKO 3HATH HaJ0. BOT Mol 0aTd XOOUT U HAXOIUT.

Ha tom ux pasroBop u 3akoHumMIICS, cuuTail, Hu4eM. Eciau Bnepeau Bce Ob110 TUXO, TO T03a11
TO W JICJIO CHbIIAjCs TpoMkuil XoxoT Hpronaens. 3ps s cuutan beca cimabakom, nyman Kocts.
Hano Ob1 ero mpu ciy4ae mpHIy4YuTh, a TO BO3OMHII 0 cebe. Ha mymie sxe y Hero cienanoch Tak
MPOTUBHO, YTO OH JaJI ce0e CIIOBO OOJbINE apy3eil He 3aBOAUTH U JCPKATh SI3BIK 33 3y0aMH, TeM
0oJiee MoKa3bIBaTh CBOIO YUEHOCTb, KOTOpasi BCEX paszpaxana.

K aTomy BpemeHH OHU yke IOYTH MMUHOBAJIH Jlec MpenkoB, 1epeBbsi BOKPYT CTAIU MENbYE,
HOpE/ENH, a JIOMAAU TO U AEJ0 CTYNajaul Ha KaMHU, KOTOpbIE MOSIBUINCH Ha Jopore. [la u cama
Jopora IpeBpaTUach U3 HIMPOKOM U YIOOHOH — B J1B€ KOJE€H, BHIOMTHIE, BUIaTh, 1O/IBOIAMHU B
KaMEHUCTON nouBe. Mex 1y KOoJIeIMHU TO U J1€J10 ONaJaluCh JTyXkKH, B KOTOPBIX OTPaXXaJloCh rOIy-
00e He0O M KHJIM JISTYIIKH U TojoBacTHKH. CripaBa BO3HHUK JIYT, IOPOCHIMK POMAIIKaMH, a 110
JYTY 3TOMY OBUIH POJIOKEHBI IITyOOKHE OOPO3/Ibl, BEAYIINE K HEBUANMOI oTcrona peke [lapamike.
Koctst wacto nomain cede roioBy: 3a4eM 3TH OOpO3/1bl U Kakasi OT HUX 1MoJib3a? Benps He mpocTo xe
TaK MX JIOIU pbUIH? Y BAPYT €ro TOJIbKO ceiiuac, Korja OH YBUJIEN BCE MOJ€E, KaK KapTy, C 3TUMU
KaHaJaMM U IpsJilaMu KaMHEH 10 epUMeTpy, oceHm10. Tak 3To ke ocymuTenbHas cuctema! Kax
s paHblie He nonep? EmMy cran siceH reHuanbHbIN 3aMbICEI JIF0/IeH, KOTOPBIE KUIIM JI0 HETO: 0Cy-
IIMTH JYT U 3acesTh ero. Het, He 3ps s KHUTHM unTato, He 3psi. B KHUrax Bcst MyZipocTh. DX, HAUTU
Obl MHE TaKYyl0, IJIe BCE TallHbl MUpA U3JI0KEHBI, S Obl 32 3Ty KHUTY MOJIKU3HU OTAa !

OHu BbeXaliv Ha TOJISAHY, TJI€ KOTAa-TO pacnonaraics xytop. To nu Spsu, To nu fAnky6a, He
3anoMHMIIb. OT XyTOpa TOr0 OCTalI0Ch JJIMHHOE KAMEHHOE 37jaHKe 0€3 KpbIIIK U MOTOJIKA, HO C
MOHYMEHTaJIbHBIMU BpaTaMH, Y€pe3 KOTOPbIE, JOIKHO ObIT, JouIaael Boauau. B Tpenmnax mac-
CUBHBIX CTEH POCIIM OIPOMHBIE Oepe3bl, a BO IBOPE HAXOAMIICS HEKA3UCThIN XoNMHUK — Oanst. Kocts
elle IOMHUJI BpeMEHa, Korja B TOi OaHe CTOsUI JKele3Hbld KoTesl. KoTen ToT MecTHbIe yMebIbl
JTaBHO IyCTHUJIM Ha MOJIEIKH, KaK TO: HOXKH, 3yOurJia ¥ POYYyI0 MEJIOYb JJIsl HYXKJ JI€PEBHHU.

He pasnysnsiBas nomrajneit, cuenani KopoTkuii npusai. [loemu, gro 6or nocnain. ToncTerii
JproHnienb, CbIH MEIbHHUKA, TAHKOM CJIONAJ JBa BAPEHBIX SIHIla U 3ae)l p’KaHbIM XJIeO0OM, TOTOM
CYHYJICS K 00IIIEMY KOTITY M YPBaJl YePEMILH C KapTOoImIKoii. KocTst He cTai ojjepruBaTh ero 3a Iio0-
CTBO, HO peIIWII IIpH Clly4ae OThIrparbes. MHOTHE Tak nogymManu, kpome Meinkoro beca, koTopslit
ObL1 1pyrom JlproHaens U KOTOpoMy Iepenanajgo OT €ro LIEAPOT: TO XjJeOHas KOpKa, TO KyCOK
BapeHOM 3eMIISIHYXH. 3aluiiu KIUEBO BOAON U TPOHYJIMCH AaJIbLIE.

Jlopora BTsHynach B KOPOTKY10 OJI€HbIO MaJIb — Y3KYI0, KaK TOPJIBIILKO OyThIJIKH, HA HENPU-
CTYITHBIX CT€HaX KOTOPOM T'HE3IUINCH OpJibl, BHICKOUMJIA U3 HEE U cTajla ogHUMarbes B ropy. [lon
HOraMu CcTpyuics pyuei. JlepeBbs Bpa3 MOpeneiau, CTalu MEIb4€ U PacChIaIiCh KyuKaMH I10
ckiony. Cyzis o BceMy, BEPTOJIET JOKEH ObLI MOSBUTHCS Yaca uepe3 Tpu-yeTbipe. OH Beceraa npu-
JeTall B MOJIJIEHb, I0ATOMY-TO OHH U ITOCTAapaJIUCh BBIMTH MOpaHblie. MHOTME NBITAIUCh Y3HATH!
KyZa K€ OH JIEP>KUT IyTh, ITOT BeprosieT? Jla HuKTO He BepHyics. SIcHO, uTo 3a JleBsATh XOJIMOB
KpacHbIX JbsIBOJIOB. A najibiue kyna? Psaooit eme 1o Toro, kak Kocts cran yto-nubo noHuMars B
YCTPOICTBE JEPEBEHCKOTO MUPA, CTPOrO-HACTPOTO 3alpETHII CITyCKaThCs 3a IEpeBal. A BEPTOJIET
3Hail ce0e JeTas Ty/Ja, CJIOBHO IO PacUCaHnio. BOT U pemmim ero mouioBUTh cede Ha TOJIOBY.

[Toxbem 3aHs1 MHOTO BpEMEHU. Y3Kasi TPOIMHKA, KOTOPOM MaJlo KTO MOJIb30BaJICs, CEPIIaH-
TUHOM HeTisiia 1o caMoro Heba. KocTs y:xe HepBHMuan. Eciiv BepTosieT 3aCTUrHET UX Ha CKIIOHE,
TO Jydie U ynoOHee MHUIIICHEH HE HAWTH — CIIPSTAThCs HErae, a yoekaTh He momyduTcs. Hekyna
yOexarb. [lo3ToMy OH Bce yalle NOHyKal CITyTHUKOB:
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— Hagaii!.. JlaBait ObicTpee!.. — ¥ TO U €0 03UpaJICs O CTOpOHAM. «MOXET, KTO-HHOYIb
OCTaHETCs KUB, €CJIM BOBPEMsI 3aMeuy?» — yMaJ OH.

Toncterit pronnens yxe He Becenuics. Kyna cmex yneryuwics! JIMIo y Hero crauxo Hampsi-
YKEHHBIM U Bce OoJible U O0JIbIIE BBITATMBAIOCH, IO MEPE TOTO KakK JOLIa/b [10Jl HUM IpUceaia
Ha 3a/IHUX HOTaX M CKOJIb3WJIa Ha MOKpo# Tporme. Jla u 1pyrue jomaan, 0cCOOEHHO Te, Ha KOTOPBIX
ObLT IPUTOPOUEH T'PY3, OOA3IMBO KOCHIIUCH B CTOPOHY OOpBIBA, MPUKUMAJIU YIIU U CKAJIHINCH.
He Obumi oHM IPUBBIYHBI K TOpaM, J1a M OTKy/a 31ech Oonbinre ropsl? Pazse uto nepesan Cemu
OpatbeB. [lo nepeBHe xoauia Oalika, 4To €lle B TOCTONAMSATHBIE BpEMEHA Ha TOPE OMH 3a OJTHUM
noru0im ceMb OpaTheB, SIKOOBI M3-3a JIEBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO OHU BCEMEPOM JIFOOHIIH.

TeneneHs He BBIIEPIKAII, COCKOUMII Ha 3€MITIO H, TTBIXTS, ITO0EXKAI, IepP>Kach 3a 3a/IHIOI0 JIYKY
cemna. U cpasy cranm TOpMO3HTH TPYIINY U aXKe YIOCTOMIICS 3J10T0 OKprka YeboTa:

— Kyna npenis, ocronon?!

Onu enBa He cuenuiauch. KocTs KpUKHYI, IPUBCTaB B CTPEMEHAX:

— Bce, xBatut! Ha nepesane pa3deperecs! Cnemmurhcesi!

OH cockouus C JIoIIaau W, NOXJIONbIBAs €€ IO IIee M yroBapuBasi, B3sj Hoj y3ausl. Bece
KaK-TO BIPYT yCIOKOWJIUCH, U JIOLIA/N, U JIFOAM, U Yepe3 Mojdaca Xo/b0bl Ha CBOUX JIBOMX 0e€3
IPOUCIIECTBUI B300panuch Ha nepeBai. CripaBa U cjieBa BBICUINCH CKaJlbl, IOPOCIINE KOUKOBATON
TpaBOW M IIMIOBHUKOM, a JJAJE€KO BIEPEAM MPOCTUPAJICS YEPHBIN MOJOTHM CKIIOH, HECMOTPS Ha
HOJIACHD 3aTSIHYThIN IJIOTHBIM TYMaHOM. A B TyMaHe TaujucCh JleBATh XOJIMOB KPAaCHBIX JIbSIBOJIOB.
TponuHka ganpliiie He BUJIACh, M OOT BECTh, UTO HA CaMOM Jiesie TaM Obu10. MOXKeT, IeMCTBUTEIHHO
KaKkhe-HUOyb 1bABONbI? A MOXKET, HUUero 1 He 0b110. CKa3Ku OJJHU U JETCKUE CTPAXH.

He ycnenu onu cobpars ALK u cripsTars jnomazei B ckanax, Kak yCiblIald 3ByK BEpTO-
jera.

% % %

KocTs nepenepnyn 3aTBop, 3arsaji B HEro narpoH u npurotoBuics. Kocoil, npuaepxusas
JIEHTY, €XUJIHO 0COBETOBAJ:

— Jlynu emy B 6ouapy!

— He yuu neaymiky kanuiars! — orpeisHyics Koctsa. — Beranb 3a ckany!

Beproner BbIHBIpHYN K3-3a NepeBaia, Kak TIOJIEHb U3 MPOpyOu. A MOXKET, U HE BEPTOJIET,
a yTo UMEeHHO, KOoCTs He MoHs1, He ObLIO y HEro BpeMEeHU pa30upaTrhCs: OT CTPAIIHOTO BETpa U
peBa xoTenock O6exarh 0e3 OIVISIKH U, KaK IICHKY, 3apBIThCS B TPYXJISABBINA NeHb. KocTs mokperye
ynepcs NATKaMu B 3eMJII0, IOMMaJl «BEPTOJIET» B CETOUKY MPUILIENa U CTAJl K/1aTh, KOT/1a TOT MOA-
CTaBUT OOK, UTOOBI CAaMOMY HE IONACTh MOJ MyIIKy. TakoB ObL1 m1aH. XOTs, COOCTBEHHO, K AATh
ObL10 Henoiro. «BepTosier» MrHOBEHHO YBEIMUMIICS 10 TAKUX pa3MEpOB, UTO HA €ro OOpTy cTaliu
3aMETHBI 3aKJICTIKH, U TOJIBKO Torga Kocts Haxkan Ha rametky. K 3arpsccs B pykax, BBIILTIO-
HYJI O4epe/ib, ¥ MYJH TOCITYIIHO BIWINCH B OOK «BEPTOJETa», KaK B MyCTyI0 00uky: «Bym-Oym-
OyM...» Kaxxaplil yeTBepThIii NaTpoH ObLT TPAaCCUPYIOIIKM, HO JaKe U 0€3 TPACCUPYIOLIEro OrHs
OBbLIO BUIHO, YTO YU JBIPSABAT METAJLI, HO HUYErO HE IIPOMCXOANT, TO €CTh «BEPTOJIET» HE B3PhI-
BAETCs, HE Na/1aeT U JIaXKe He AbIMUT. U TONbKO B MOCIeIHUN MOMEHT, KOT/1a Ka3aja0Ch, OH OJ1aromno-
JyYHO MUHYET [IepeBaJl U CKPOETCs Ha APYToi €ro CTOPOHE, KOrjja Ka3aaoch, YTO MOMEHT YIYIIEH U
Bce nmponaio, Kocrs, 3a0paB kak omIameHHbii, yMyapuicsa-Taku onyctuTs cTBoi JAIIIK, xoropsrit
3aupaiio BOOK U BBEPX, IOBEPHYTH €0 BCIIE «BEPTOJIETY» U MOCIEIHNE TPH IyJU BCani B ABU-
raresb. Paznancs cUIbHBIN XJIOMOK, CIOBHO Ha PEKE JIONMHYJ KUJIOMETPOBBIi 3aTop. «Beproner»
IIOBEJIO B CTOPOHY, OH MPUHSJI HEECTECTBEHHOE MOJI0KEHNE BUHTOM BHU3 U B CJIEYIOIEE MIHO-
BEHUE, IPOUEpTUB HaJl rosioBoit Koctu cTpemMurensHyto ayry, ucues u3 nois 3peHus. Heckonbko
cekynn Koctst Huuero He cooOpakan. OH BOOOIIE PEII, YTO Y HETO OTOPBAJIO TOJIOBY, H, IaXKe
CXBaTUBLIKCH 32 HEE, OUYMEJIO CMOTpEN Mnepes coooi mycThiMU r1azaMu. C3aau BUXpEM HaJleTel
oOpanoBaHHbIil UeOOT:
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— 3noposo TbI ero! Momnozen! — M or u30bITKa 4yBCTB Tak TKHYJ KocTio B miiedo, 4To OH
€/1Ba YCTOSAJ Ha HOTax, 3aTO MpHILET B ce0s 1 0OHapy»KUJI, UTO TOJI0Ba €ro BCE €lIe Ha Iuleyax —
TOJIBKO «MEHMHTUTKA) CJETENa U JIS)KUT B KAMHSX.

Bce BeIMEnUCh, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETH, YTO MPOU3OILIO C «BepTosIeTOM». CIBIIIHO OBLIO, KaK
OH, T'POMbIXasl, KAK OTPOMHOE BEJIPO, KATUTCS B TYMaHE MO CKJIOHY, HaJIeTasi Ha CKaJIbl U JIEPEBbSL.

YeboT 3akpHuya ¢ mepernyry:

— Cparble yronHuku!

— I'otoBbTe BepeBku! — npukazan Kocts, s B TyMaH U €KECEKYyH/IHO 0)KHUJ1asi B3phIBA.

«MEHUHTUTKY», 4TOOBI OOJIbIIIE HE TEPATH, OH 3aCyHYJ B KAPMAH KyPTKH.

— Psa6oii 3anpetun tyna xonuth! — 3asBui1 YeOOT, X0Td eMy ObLIO SIBHO MHTEPECHO, UTO K€
IPOU3OIILIO C «BEPTOIETOM.

Bce BonpocurensHo ycraBuiuck Ha Kocrro.

— DTO NpaBUIIbHO, — cortacuiics oH. — Ho aramaH He mpenmosnarai, 4yTo 3Ta IITyKa CKaTUTCS
BHU3.

Cam sxe momymai: «A Kyza OH JTOJDKEH ObLT CKaTUTHCS, €CJIM Ha TO TOLUIO?»

— K tomy xe 310 He Beproner! — Becko 3ameTms YeboT, ¢ emre OOIbIIUM JTHOOOTBITCTBOM
BIVISABIBASICH B TYMaH, IOTOMY YTO TaM BCE-TAaKH YTO-TO CBEPKHYJIO, MApy pa3 IPOXHYJIO U Jaxe
npuiia ciadas yaapHas BojHa, Hecs mepeji co00i MeIKue KaMHH U bLIb.

—IIpaBuibHO, HE BepTOIET, — coracuiicsi Kocts, Toxe mocMOTpeB BHU3, KOT1a TaM 0COOEHHO
IPOMKO TIBIXHYJIO, — HO MBI %€ He M0i1eM 3a [[eBATh X0JIMOB KpacHbIX AbsIBOJIOB, IPaBUIbHO? Mbl
CIIyCTUMCS ¥ IOCMOTPUM, BAPYT HAalJIEM UTO-TO cToslIee? A IOTOM BEPHEMCS 110 BEPEBKE Ha3al.
UYro s, He paB yTo JU?

— IlpaB... — B310XHYN KTO-TO, HO HE OYEHb YBEPEHHO, C OIVISIIKOM Ha MPENoCTEepPEeKEHUs
Ps6oro.

— Yro MoeT ObITh JIyullle BEpTOJIETHOM MymKku?! — BocTopkeHHO Bonpocui Menkuii bec
1 OJTM30PYKO COLIYpUJT O€NIeChle PECHUIIBI.

— He 3Har0, — noxan mupoxkumu medamu Koctsi. — OHa x kak kocut? OHa X Bce BbIpyOaeT
noguuctyto! Eciiu Mbl HE MOCMOTPUM, MBI HE peain3yeM YIyIIEHHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTb. — OH BO3-
3puJIcsl Ha HUX TaK ke, KaK 0OBIYHO Jie I eHKa — ¢ MpUILypOM, B OXKHUIaHUU TOTO, YETO OH XOTE
yCIBIIIATh OT COOECETHUKA.

— A 4TO Takoe «peaan30BaTh YMyILIEHHYI0 BO3MOXHOCTh»? — Menkuii bec Tak ynusuics,
YTO IV1a3a y HETO CJEJNaNCh, KAK Y COBBI, KPYIVIBIMU, 3aCTHIBIIUMHU U HEMUTAIOIIIMMH.

B nepeBHE HUKTO Tak HE TOBOPUJI, B IEPEBHE OOBSCHSIUCH IPOIIE U ACHEE — TPEMSA-TISATHIO
CaMBIMH XOJIOBBIMH CIIOBAMH, M BCE BCE MOHMUMAIH. Tak 4TO HaJIOOHOCTH B JIMITHUX CIIOBAaX cama
coboli oTnazana.

Hpronnens u Kocoit Toxxe yctaBunuck Ha KocTro, kak Oynro yBuzienu ero Brnepsbie. YeOoT
OTBEPHYJICS, CIIOBHO €My ObLIO BCE SICHO: «HAUMTAJICS» MapeHb KHUL. TeseneHb, Kak Bceraa, He
HOHSI, O YEM PA3rOBOpP, U MO3TOMY HUKAK HE OTpearupoBaji. XyldoW U TOmMK Kak rucra Cken
CMOTpEJI C UHTEPECOM, MOTHPas LIEI0 M0J] BOPOTHUKOM pyOaxu, CIIOBHO €My Ty/a Iorajia enoBas
UTOJIKA.

—Hy... ecru MBI OCTaBUM TaM BCe, KaK €CTb. .. — KOCTS TKHYJ pyKo# B TyMaH, — 4TO-HHOYIb,
YTO MOXKET OKa3aThCsl MOJIE3HBIM JUTS IEPEBHU, TO OyneT emre Xyxe. OTSTh e aTaMaH He 000pUT U
CKaXe€T, UTO Mbl 00JIaXKaJIMCh. A €ClI HE CKa)KeT, To mogyMaet. [lociie 3Toro Ham HU4Ero 1€1bHOrO
HE JIOBEPST.

— XM... —xMbIkHYI TeneneHs 1, cooOpakas, modecasn 3aTbUIOK. — A BE/Ib OH IIpaB. .. JlepeBHs
— 3T0 cBsTOE!

YeOoT momoryail, a moToM CKa3as He OUYeHb YBEPEHHO:

— S kak Bce.
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Ha tom Bpoze 661 1 mopeniu. BeicTpeHbKo cBs3anu BepeBKkH, 1 KocTs nponsHec, 0OBs3bI-
BasACh €IO:

— Kak tonbko nepHy TpH pasa, noilnyt Yebot u Cken. Tonbko Mo BepeBKE, U HU LAy B
ctopony. OcranbHble k1yT. Ecnu uto, Oyznere TSHYTb.

Kaxk 370 y Hero BeIXOAMJIO KOMaHJ0BaTh, OH U CaM HE 3HaJl, OJJHAKO BCE CIyLIAJINCh, U 3TO
OBLIO XOPOILIO, TOTOMY YTO CaMbIM Ba)KHBIM OBLIO J€JI0, @ HE MPEPEKaHUsI U CIIOPHI.

— Koro Ts1yTB?.. — 3auKasce, cnpocus Kocoi.

— Hy, nac, koneuno, — nourytun Kocrs.

3ps OH Tak nouryTwi1. Kocol myTKH He MOHSI, TOJIBKO MOEKUIICS B CBOEH Xy[dOW JAOLIKE.

— Ara... — Tyno comiacuics OH U IO MPUBBIUKE IOCMOTPEJI JIEBBIM IJIa30M Ky/Aa-TO B HEOO.

3aMeTHO ObLI0, UTO OH HE Ha IIYTKY BcTpeBoxkeH. He oxxunan Kocoit Takoro moBopora coobl-
THI.

— 51 Toxe xouy! — Brapyr 3asBui1 Tenenenb. — S camblii 300poBblii! — W B moaTBEpkKACHNE
3TOTO PacIpaBmI CBOIO M 0€3 TOTrO MIMPOYCHHYIO TPyAb U TIOBEN 0a0CKUMU KUPHBIMHU TUICYaMHU.

— Bort, cambiii 310poBHIif, — cka3an Koctsi, — moaToMy Oyenis Hac OTTyAa TAHYThb, €CJIU UTO. ..
[Honsn?

— Ilonsun... — HexXoTsa noquuHWICs TeneneHs.

— Hy u otnmmuno, — cka3an Koctd u, He 3aAyMbIBasACh, IIATHYJ B TYMaH, IUIOTHBIN, BA3KUH,
KaK KHCeJlb, ¥ IPOMaJl B HEM.

OcraBmuMcs TYT ke cTasio He 1o cede. Kocoit okoHuaTenbHO MOTEPsT MY>KECTBO, OH C/Ieall
JIBa 1ara 1mpoyvb U e/1Ba He 3aroJIOCHII, Kak 0aObl B IepeBHE.

— Kyna?! — cnpocunu xopom Yebot u Tenenens, npuaepxuBas BEPEBKY U OTIyCKas €€ IO
Mepe TOro, Kak OHa HaTsAruBajack. — [lomoraii syue!

% % %

TymaH ObL1 TAKUM T'yCTBIM, UTO OBLJIO BUJHO HE JAJIBIIE YEM HAa TPU METPA, U OYEHb CTPaH-
HBIM Ha BKyc. Uepe3 HekoTopoe BpeMst Kocts cooOpasni, 4To Tak, JOIDKHO OBITh, ITAXHET roprovee,
WJIM YTO TaM 3aJIUTO B OAKH «BepTOETa». [ oprouee, KOHEUHO, OO0JIbIIIE HEYEMY NTaXHYTh, PELLINI OH.

[TouyBa mox Horamu ObLIAa MATKOH, MOAATIIMBOM — MEIIKHE II0CKHE KaMEIITKH YepHOTO IIBETA,
KOe-T/ie TyYKu OOBIYHOM TPaBbl. A BEIb HABEPXY CKaJbl XKeNThIe, TyMan KocTs, cTpaHHO Kak-To,
Y KaMHU TOX€ JTOJIKHBI OBITh XKeNThIMU. [lapy pa3 oH SIBHO OTKJIOHSJICS OT Kypca, [TI0Ka CHOBa HE
HAXOJWJI CJIe/Ibl MAJIEHUS «BEPTOJIETa»: TO KYCOK aJlIOMUHMSI, TO OTOPBAHHYIO JIONACTb, TO OUTHIN
iekcurac. M HakoHen yBuzen ero. «Beproner nexain akkypar B CaMOM KOHIIE CKJIOHA, TaM, IJIe
OH IEPEXO/NI B CIEAYIOIINN CKIOH JeBATH XOJIMOB KPAaCHBIX JIbSBOJIOB. J{JTMHBI BEPEBKH TOJIBKO-
TOJIBKO Y XBaTHJIO.

KocTst cHsin ¢ cebst BepeBKy, IpUBsA3all €€ K OTOPBAHHOMY KOJIECY U JIEpHYJ Tpu paza. [lotom
B3sUI B PYKHU JIPEBHIOIO «TYJKY» JBEHAALATOTO KaauOpa, KoTopas Oblla eIMHCTBEHHBIM UX OpY-
xuem, kpome, konedo, JIIIK, u ¢ omackoit mpuOIN3UICS K «BEPTOJIETY .

«BeproneT» nexan Ha 00Ky, 6eCITOMOITHO TIOACTABUB K CBETY royooe Oproxo. Takux «Bep-
toneToB» KocTs npexae He Buaen. OH NpUBBIK, YTO OHU OOJIbIIIE MTIOXOXKHU HAa KPOKOJWIIOB — JIJTUH-
HBIE, TOpOaTkie, C MyIIKOK 1Mo/ KaOWHOW MHUII0oTa. A 3TOT OBUI My3aThIM, KaK B3IyBIIAsCs pbIOa,
XOTSI ¥ C BOXKEJIEHHOM MYIIIKOW, OT OIHOTO B3IVIA1a Ha KOTOPYIO OBLIO SICHO, UTO OHA IIPUBEJCHA B
HEroJIHOE COCTOSIHKE, IOTOMY YTO CTBOJI OBbLI 3aKpy4eH, Kak mTomnop. CajoH e ObUl CMSAT TSKe-
JbIM BUrateneM. JIsepu Toxxe He ObLI0, BMECTO Hee 3usiia Abipa. Co cBeTy TpyAaHO ObUIO pa3o-
OpatbCsl B Xaoce, [apuBLIeM BHYTpU. KOCTS TOIBKO pa3misiien UCKOPEKEHHBINH METall, KaKue-To
3eJIeHbIE SIUKH, IPUIAaBICHHbIC KPBIILIEH, U, HE Hall/l1 HUYEr0 MHTEPECHOrO0, 1oJie3 B kabuny. U
CTYNHJI BO YTO-TO MOAO3PUTEIBHO MATKOE, & KOIZla OTAEPHYJ HOTY, TO IOHSUL, 4TO 3TO YEJIOBEK,
TOYHEE, TO, UTO OT HEr0 OCTANOCh, — KyCOK MsICa M MEPEMOJIOTHIX KOCTEH B 0OpBIBKAX BOCHHOM
(opMmbI: 1ecaHTHHK. VX ObLTO 4eTBEpO, MPUCTETHYTHIX B KPECIaX U U3PEIICYCHHBIX 04epPeIbIO TaK,
CJIOBHO OHU TTOOBIBANM B MACOpPYOKe. Y ofHOr0 BOOOIIIE Obl1a OTOpBaHa roosa. Koctst HeBOIBHO
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MIOMCKAJI TIa3aMH ¥ OOHAPYKUJI €€, 3aKaTyro MexX Iy mrmanroytamu. Lllnem Obl1 cOpBaH, 1 Ha CBET-
JBIX KOPOTKHMX BOJIOCAX 3alEKINCh CTYCTKH KpoBU. BTOPOH, ¢ TsKesbIM MOAOOPOAKOM U MpOBa-
JICHHOM Tpy/bIO, MTOKA3aJICS A0 )KYyTH 3HakoMbIM. OH KaXKayto Houb siBisuics KocTte B Kommape co
CBOMM 0€300pa3HbIM LIPaMOM Yepe3 JIEBYIO YacTb JIMIA U BBIBEPHYTHIM, KaK y JIbSIBOJIA, BEKOM.
TonpKo Ha ATOT pa3 BEKO U TJ1a3 OBUIM MO-HACTOSAIIEMY MEPTBEI.

Kocrtio cierka 3amyTuiio, oH mozpajics Ha3al, HapyKy, HO BMECTO 3TOTO OUyTHJICS B KaOUHE
nerunkoB. KaptuHa 31eck Obuia emie xyxke. JIeTduk, KOTophlid OBUT cripaBa, OKa3ajcs pa3/iaBiicH-
HBIM B JICTICIIKY, & TOT, KOTOPBI BUCEN HAa PEMHSX, — KOMAaHAUP, TOKE OBUT HE B JIydIIeM BHUJIE:
JeBasi pyKa cioMaHa, U 13 KoMOMHe30Ha Topyasa roayooBaro-po3oBas kocTk. Ho He 3T0 oka3zanock
CaMbIM CTpAIIHbIM, & TO, YTO JIETUHK, I0JI0BA KOTOPOIO CBECHUJIACh HAOOK, BIPYI OTKPBLI IVia3a U
IPOU3HEC POBHBIM, CIIOKOWHBIM IOJI0COM:

— OcB0o0OOaY MEHS, BUUIIB, MCHS 3aKajio!

Oto yxe 6p110 uepecuyp. Koctio enpa He BbipBano. Kak B TymaHe, LEIJISAACH «TYJIKOM» 3a
MeTal, OH CZeJaj JBa 1ara Npoyb U HEYKJII0XKE MPBITHYJ BHU3 TOJIOBOM Ha 3€MIII0, CHOTKHYB-
IIKCH Nepes NphLKKOM. Jla ¥ mpbhKKa, COOCTBEHHO, HUKAKOTO He Moiyuniock. [Ipocto oH BbiBa-
JWIICA, KaK KyJIb C TPAIBEM, U JIaXKe HE IOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK YIapUJICS O 3EMJIIO.

— Bot 310 na!.. — ycnprman on ronoca. — Bot ato na! — Bocxumancst Ye6oT, ourynbiBas 60ka
«BEPTOJIETA», KaK IEPEBEPHYTYIO JIOAKY Ha Oepery. — Bot a1o n1a! Bot 310 n1a! Ceatble yronuuku!

[Toxoxe, OoT M30BITKa YyBCTB €r0 OCHOBATENIbHO 3aKIMHMUIIO. 32 HUM KaK T€Hb, CIEJ0BaJ
BbICOKMH U cyTynbli Ckesn. OHM BOSHMKIM U3 TyMaHa, CJIOBHO NpuBuaeHus, 1 Koctsa nocnemnmn
HOJHSATHCS, BBITUPAsi OKPOBABIEHHBIE PYKU O CKYJIHYIO TPaBy U YEPHYIO 3€MIIIO.

— A BOT 1 araman! — o6panoBaincs Cken. — Hamen gto-uubyns?!

KocTs nocrapancs npugars cBoeMy JHUIy HOpMalIbHOE BbIPAXKEHUE, XOTS €r0 BCE €LIE TOIlI-
HUJIO, ¥ CKa3all, Jiesast HaJl COOOH ycuiue:

— B xabuse... TaM...

Pazymeercs, eciiu Obl OH CKa3all, 4TO JIETYHMK )KMBOM, a IECAHTHUK — €10 3HAKOMBIH 13 KOIIMa-
POB, eMy I'PO3UJIO OCTATHCS B TOPIOM OJIMHOYECTBE, TOTOoMY uTo YeboT 1 Ckell HaBepHsKa 3aJalu
Obl cTpekaya. Ho Bce mpou3onio kak-To caMo co0oif, 1 uepe3 MrooseHue UeOor, ciia3uB B KaOUHY,
SIBUJICS, pa3MaxuBasi, Kak KOBOOM, IByMsl TUCTOJIETAMHU B XKEJTHIX KOOypax.

— Kunacc! — 3aopan Cken, ckiaapiBasich, Kak LIUPKYJIb, U ABJSS MUpY Toluui 3a1. — Kiacc!

— Tam eme oauH, — cka3an Uebor Kocte. — Xouenib, ceOe BO3EMH.

— He xouy, — orBeTun KocTs, 4yBCTBYsI, Kak TOIIHOTA BOJIHAMU MOJKATBIBAET K TOPIY.

OH nogymai, 4To MUCTOJIET IPUJIETCS BBIKOBBIPUBATH U3 PA3JaBICHHOIO IECAHTHHUKA U UTO B
JIEpEeBHE BCE PaBHO opyskue 3a0epet Psooii. M koneuno, Hukya He noses. [lycts mamansi 1ocTaot
Y TELIATCs Ha 3/I0POBBE.

— Xanp, mymKy monopTuio. .. — AeI0OBUTO paccyxaan UeGoT, 00X0ast «BEPTOIET» BO BTOPOI
U B TPETUH pa3s.

3a HUM, MOTPSACEHHBIH €ro IEAPOCThIO, HEOTBA3HO cienoBan Ckel U ¢ BOCXUIIEHUEM pac-
CMaTpuBajl OIPOMHBIN 4epHBbIH MucToneT. OH LEeNUICS U3 HEro BO BCE, BO UYTO MOXKHO OBbLIO
LEJINUTHCS, HO CTECHsUICS cTpensTh. KoOypa yke BUCesla y HEero Ha HUBOTE, U BOOOIIE, BBIMIAAEI
OH OYE€Hb IIIYIO, KaK MATWIETHUN NalaH, JOPBABLINIICS 10 TOJITOKIaHHOW UTPYILIKH.

CHoBa B kabuny neruukoB Kocts He cyHyncsa. «He moxer ObITh, — ayman oH. — Tak He
ObIBaeT. MHe nmoka3zanock. ToT... co mpamom, 1 JIeTYHK B KaOuHe. .. MoxeT ObITh, TaK TyMaH Jeii-
CTBYET, @ MOXET, OT Henochimy?» Ho B Oproxo «BepToseTay 3aryisiHyl U, CTapasich He 00opavu-
BaThCs1, BHITALIWI TIOMATHIN KEJIE3HBIH SAIIUK, HAa KPBIIIKE KOTOPOTO YePHOM KpacKou OblI1a HaHe-
CeHa MHTpUTyolas Haanuchk: «OCTOPOKHO, OPYKUEN.

BuyTpu simuka, kotopslii Koctsa oTKpbL1 He 6€3 Tpy/a, B CHEHaIbHBIX M1a3axX JeKalu CTPaH-
HbIe BUHTOBKH. He Hamo ObUIO OBITH 3HATOKOM, YTOOBI MMOHATH, YTO ATO HE OOBIYHBIC «KAJAIIN,
pacnpocTpaHEHHBbIE B JI000i AepeBHE, a YTO-TO TUKOBUHHOE, TeM 00JIe€ YTO Ha Ka)KJJ0 BUHTOBKE
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OBLIO HANMCAHO MaJIEHbKUMHU YepHbIMU OykBamu: «llnasmarpon». Yrto sto Takoe, Kocts He 3Ha,
HO foraabiBajics. «Opyxue, IBHO HE3EMHOE, KaKoe K€ 36MHOE, €CJIM LUBUIIM3ALMs JaBHO KUP-
JIBIK?» — paccyx aal OH.

—YT0 3TO?.. — CYHYI B SIIUK JOXMATYIO roioBy UeOor.

B ero ronoce npo3Byydanu HOTKHM peBHOCTHU: HaJo ke, Koctd Hamien uro-to Oosee crosiiee,
4yeM OOBIKHOBEHHBIE TTUCTOJIETHI!

— Xa-xa-xa... — pagocTHo oTpearupoBan Ckel, — TaK OHU K CJIOMaHBbI!

JleficTBUTENbHO, y/ap IUMAaHIOYyTOM IPUIIEICS TOYHO MONEPEK HEBUAAHHOIO OpPYXKUS U
HOTHYJ BCE TPH CTBOJIA.

— Tam eme ecTb. .. — cka3an KocTs, He UCIIBITBIBasE HU MaJIeHILIEro KelaHus J1e3Th B «BEPTO-
JeT» B TPETUH pa3s.

Ero connemeHHMKH, OAHAKO, IBUKUMBIE JKaXk/10H HAXKUBbI, PE3BO HBIPHYJIU B OPIOXO «BEP-
TOJIETAY.

— Jla 3nech Ha Bcex XBaTuT! — pagocTHO 3a0pait UeOOT, BHIKUABIBASI HAPYKY 3€JICHBIC SIITUKH.

W3 Tpex TonbKo OAMH 0Ka3ajcs LEIbIM, a B IByX IOKOPEKEHHBIX OCTAJIOCh BCETO JIBE HEMO-
BPEXKJIEHHbIE BUHTOBKU — UTOTO MATH IUTYK.

— Tel TaM HUKOrO HE BHAEN?.. — OCTOPOXKHO crpocua KocTs, KUBHYB Ha «BEpTOJIET» U
MIOYEMY-TO €KECEKyHTHO OKH[asi, YTO U3 HETrO BOT-BOT MOSIBUTCS JIETYUK O€3 PYKH, a 32 HUM —
YeJIOBEK CO LIPAMOM.

— Hukoro... — Ue60T ObLT 3aHAT UCKIIFOUUTEITHFHO OCMOTPOM OPYKHSI.

— CoBepIieHHO HUKOTO?..

— A-a-a... MepTBIKH? — HA MrHOBeHHe oTBJIeKcs Yebot. — Tak 370 ke kaiimanbl! Yero Ha
HUX TIA1€Th?! — OTMaxHYJICS OH.

U To mpasna, ¢ obneryennem noxymain Kocrs, 3Ha4uT, MHE BCE IPUBUICIOCH: M YEIIOBEK CO
IpaMoM, U JIETYUK. 3HAUUT, KaiiMmanbl. BoT onn kakue! CoBceM Kak JI0IM, HECTPAITHBIE.

—Bot 310 1a! Bot aT0 Kitacc! Bot 310 Benis! —UYeOoT 1 Tak 1 31aK KpyTHIT «IJIa3MaTPOHBD). —
Bort cuactbs-to nmpuBanuio!

Cken crapaics He OTCTaBaTh OT HETO, U K €ro JKeNToi koOype 100aBuiach BAHTOBKA TEMHO-
3€JICHOTO IBETa M TUPJSHAA KPYIJIBIX IUIOCKUX 000iM. Bee ocTanbHOE OHU CIIOKWIIM B SIIIKK H,
IBIXTS, KaK TPU TOJICTBIX CJIOHA, TONEPIN HaBepX. A TaM y HUX, 3aUKasACh OT CTpaxa, CIIPOCHIIN:

— A e Kocoit?..

U tyT BRIICHWIOCH, yTO KOCOi1 npona.

— OH K BaM CIyCTHJICS. .. — pacTepssHHO cooOuu Tenenenb. — Mbl 1ymaiiu, OH C BaMH. ..

— Kaxk k Ham?.. — ynuBuics Kocts u e1Ba He cKaTuiics Ha3al K «BEPTOJIETY».

— Hy 761 %€ 3Hae11, KOCOM MAJIOCTB CIBUHYTHIH, 4y Th YTO — 3a HOXK XBaTACTCH. .. — XJIFOIIHYJI
HOocOM TeneneHs.

— Jla oH, Kak Ball 30B yCJbIIIAJ, TAK U JEPHYJ BHU3... — OTBeTHI Menkuii bec n 3amopran
OesieChIMU PECHULIAMH.

— He yun nenymky kanuiirs. .. — Bo3pasui Kocts. — Hukoro Mel He 3Basiu, 00JIBHO HAJIO.

— He 3Banu, — kuBHyn Cken. — Ckaxku uM, ckaxku! — morpedoBai oH y Yebora.

— He 3Basn, — moarBepaun YeOor.

— 3HauUT, HOYYAUIOCh! — UCITyTraHHO BOCKJIMKHYI Tenenensp.

— Dxe-xe... — ToJbKo 1 B310oxHyN KocTs. — Pa3Benu Bac, manaHsl, Kak MOCIECAHUX JIOXOB.

[IpaBna, on He cka3an UM KTo UMEeHHO. OH M caM He 3HaJl KTO, HO TO, YTO BCEX UX pa3Belly,
OBLIIO OYEBUIHO.
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maga 2
Bow B oepeBHe

CKOJBKO OHM HM KpUYaJH, CKOJIBKO HU CTPEJISUIM U3 «TylIKn», Kocoll Tak U He 0TO3BaCs.
YeOoT mepeKpecTHIICS B CKa3all:

— CBsTBIE YTOIHUKHU.

KocTs emie pa3 cberan BHH3, HO HUYETO, KpOME pa3OUTOrO «BEPTONETa», HE OOHAPYKHUII:
HU JIOIIKH, HU Tena Kocoro, HU Jake TOTO JIeTYHMKa, KOTOPBIM MOMPOCHII €r0 OTCTETHYTh. «BepTo-
JeT» okazajcs mycT. [Iponanu Bce A€CaHTHHUKH, KPOME TOTO, Y KOTOPOro ObLIa OTOpBaHa rojoBa.
Ot «BepToseTa» B CTOPOHY [[eBATH XOIMOB KPaCHBIX JbSIBOJIOB BEJIU OOMBIIHE, ITyOOKHE CIIEbI
YEeThIPEX YEIOBEK, KOTOPhIE, €CTECTBEHHO, HUKAK He MOriu npuHaanexars Kocomy. Kocts mouys-
CTBOBAJI, UTO €0 OT CTpaxa HauWHAET TPSCTU. TpyAHO ObUIO MOHATH, KaK KailMaHbl MIPU TaKHX
paHeHMsIX ylnuid BocBosich. [1o mpupose Beriei 3Toro He Moo Mpou3oiiTu. PasBe Tonpko HA HUX
ObLITH OPOHEKUJIETHI WJIM OHU BOBce He Jtoau? OT 3TUX MbICEH Opaia oToporb. XOTeI0Ch OKa-
3aThCs B POJHOI JAepeBHE, TJe TUXO U CIOKOWHO, TAe HET 3TO HEMOHATHOM Yrpo3bl, UCXOASIIEH
OT TyMaHa ¥ [[eBATH XOJIMOB KPACHBIX JbsIBOJIOB.

Tyman cnenancs eue ryuie. Ctano BUJHO HE Aalibliie BBITIHYTON pyku. KocTsl, kak Ha aBTo-
MUJIOTE, MPOLIEN MPUMEPHO MOJICOTHH METPOB MO cliefjaM KaiimMaHoB. TymaH, CIOBHO peka, TeK
BOKPYT HETO, 3aBHBAsICh KOJNbIIAMU, KaK JbIM OT CAMOKPYTKH, U B KaKOM-TO MOMEHT MOKa3aJcs
KocTe mouTH >KMBBIM U XHIIHBIM, CO CTPAHHOMN, HEOTPEIEIIEHHOM LIEIbI0 CBOETO CYIIECTBOBAHHUS.
A ellle eMy MOKa3anoch, YTO TyMaH €ro CHelHalbHO 3aMaHUBAET B JIOBYIIIKY, U CTOUT CHIEJATh €Ille
Iar — ¥ Tl IONa/ICUIb B HEe, KaK MyXa B BapeHbe. EMy XBaTUJIO 37JpaBOro CMbIC/Ia OCTAHOBUTHCS.
OH Tak ¥ OpocuAen Ha KOUKe B MPOCTpAIMH, TYNO DI B 3eMIII0 niepen coboii. Bpems Bapyr
CTaJI0 COBCEM JPYTUM, HE TaKUM, KaK Ha MepeBalie, OHO MCKAXaJI0 CMBICT YeTIOBEYECKON JKU3HU,
NPEICTABIISS €€ 3aBUPATILHOM, TTYNON U HUKYeMHOH. J[pyrie [IeHHOCTH, HETIOHSATHBIE YeloBeue-
CKOM JIOTHKE, BAPYT CTAJIA BECOMBIMU U INIABHBIMU. DTH LIEHHOCTU TOBOPHIIA O TOM, YTO CJIEAYET
MOJIaraThCs TOJIBKO HA TyMaH U UITH AAJblIe U TIIyOXkKe, MOrpyKasch B HETO, KaK B CBOIO CyAbOY,
C 4eM TPyAHO ObLIO CIOPHUTh. TyMaH O04apOBBIBAJI, IJICHsUT BOOOpakeHUE, YBOAWI B TAOUPUHT
OECKOHEUHBIX PACCyKIEHHH, I TIaBHBIM OKa3allaCh HECOMOCTAaBUMOCTh YEJIOBEUECKOM KU3HU
U OyIyIIHOCTH 4eloBedecTBa. bynymHocThs Oblia 0e3pagocTHOM U TynukoBoi. MHbIe cyiecTBa
BBIIILJIM HA apeHy IOJ Ha3BaHHeM 3eMJisl. A 4To 3To ObUIM 3a cymiecTBa, KocTs Tak U He MOHSIIL.
OH TONBKO NPUKOCHYJICS K 3TOW MBICIIU, KaK BHE3aITHO OYHYJICS, BCIOMHHUB, YTO OAWH MUCTOJIET
OHHM TaK U HE HAIIUIH, a C «TYJIKOI» COBaThbCs MPOTUB OOEBOTO OPYkHsI ObLIO Iyno. Tak HU ¢ ueM
U TIOJIaJICS Ha3a/l Ha MepeBall, TAe K HEMY KUHYIHUCH ¢ OOBATHIMHU, IOTOMY YTO CUUTAJIH €T0 YKe,
kak 1 Kocoro, moruommm.

— Tebst e He ObLIO LeNble CyTKU! — KpU4ald OHU, IPbITas BOKPYT, KaK cTag0 00e3bsH.

— He moxet ObITh, — oTOMBascs KocTs, — s TaM mpoObLT BCETO-TO mojrdyaca.

KocTtst mocMoTpen Ha HUX COBEPUICHHO APYTUMHU TNIa3aMU: HU y KOTO U3 HUX HE ObLIO OyIy-
IIETO, M Y HET0 CaMOTro TOXKE.

— I'me b1 ObLT? — KpUYATH OHH, pa3Ma3bIBas MO JIMILY TPS3HbIE che3bl. — [ ne?!

— Buugy! — tepsin oH TepnieHue.

— Huuero ne 3naem! Kakue nmonuaca?! [lenn! UeGoT xommit 3a ToOOM, HO He Hamiel. ['ae T
osu1?! I'me?! Me1 Goumcst!

Bonbiie Bcero onu xanenu camux ceodsi, a He ero min Kocoro, KOTopsliid pora 6eccieiHo.

— BHugy, rae eme?! — orOuBasics oH.

— He 6bu10 Tebst Tam! — Becko ckazan YeboT. — Bpemis To1 Bee! U «BepTonera» yxe HET.
Yrtamun KTo-To.
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Koctst cxBaruics 3a rojioBy, B KOTOPOM y HETO HApwJI MOJHBIN Oapaak. XoTea OH UM BCEM
OOBSICHUTD, UTO KOI/Ia BO3BPAILIAJICS, TO «BEPTOJIETY BAJISIICS TaM, I7I€ U MOJIOKEHO EMY BaJIATHCA,
na He ctai. Cyzas o UX HepernyraiHbIM 10 CMEPTH JIMLaM, OHU HE MOBEPUJIU Obl €My, a IJIaBHOE,
HE TIOBEpWJIM OBl B TaliHY, KOTOPYIO OH Y3HAJI: YEJIOBEUECTBY KPAHThI, U BCEM HaM TOXE, XOTS Mbl
€11l 0 YEM-TO PacCy,JAaeM U YTO-TO JIeIaeM, HO Mbl y>ke MepTBbI. [IpaBaa, ckazare 00 3TOM y HEro
HE [TOBOPAYUBAJICS SI3bIK. DTO U TaK OLIYLIATI0Ch B TOW )KU3HU, KOTOPOH JKuila aepeBHs. Beimupana
OHa, KaK HU KpyTu. BmecTe ¢ nepeBHel BbIMUpaio u uyenosedecTBo. He Obu1o y Hero Oynyiero.
OpHako MOCTENEHHO OTKPOBEHHE, KOTOPOE SBUJIOCH EMY B TyMaHe, OOJIEKII0, IOTEPSIIO OCTPOTY,
u Kocts yxe He 3Haj, Tak JI 3TO HA CaMOM JIeJie WM HET, U He MPUAyMaJl JIU OH BCE 3TO, CUJS
B OTYIIEHUU Ha KOUKE.

Hauano ctpeMuTenbHO TEMHETh, U OHU 3aHOUEBAJIM CPEAM CKaJl, IpOoKa TO JIU OT cTpaxa, TO
JIM OT X0JIO/1a, IOTOMY YTO HE J0raIajluCh 3aXBaTUTh ¢ COOOM JPOB, 1a M CTOMJIO JIU IPUMaHUBATh
KOTO-TO U3 CTPALIHOTO U HEMOHATHOIO TyMaHa?

Houbto co cTtopoHns! [IeBATH XOIMOB KpacHBIX JbSBOJIOB pa3JaBallCh KYTKHUE 3ayHbIBHbIC
3BYKH, CJIOBHO KTO-TO HEBEJIOMBII1 TATaJl «BEPTOJIET» MO CKajaM TyAa-Clofa, TyJla-croa. A yTpom,
€/1Ba BETEPOK pa30orHajl TyMaH Ha BEpLIMHE, OHHU, HE ONIAJbIBASCH, TOYTH OEroM CILyCTHIIUCH C
nepepania Cemu OpaTrbeB U ObUIM Pajibl, YTO YHECIU HOTH LIEJIbIMU U HEBpeauMbIMU. He panoBano
HU TO, YTO OHU COUJIU «BEPTOJIET, HU TO, YTO Pa3KUINCh HEBUIAHHBIM OPYXHEM U IMUCTOJIETaMU
B JKENTBHIX KOoOypax. Examu Monda, MoHypo, UCITyTaHHO O3HMpasicCh 10 CTOPOHAM U B3/IparuBasi OT
Mazenmero myma. Jlaxke Be4Ho Becenslid [[proHaens ¢ KUCEIbHBIMU MO3raMH, KOTOPBIM BCerna
OBLI TOTOB MOPXKATh 110 TIOBOY U 0€3 TIOBOJIA, MOJTYaJl KaK B BOILY OITYIICHHBIH.

Koctst He mpencraBmsut, uro ckaxer Psdomy, a Tem Oosnee — marepu Kocoro. Teneps u3
JIEPEBHU BBITOHSAT TOYHO, 0OpeYeHHO Tyman oH. A Kyna mogarbesi?.. A Bepka?.. A ponurenu?..
Wx xanp Oonbuie Becero. Iloxoxke, Tak Tyman HE TOJBKO OH OJIMH, IOTOMY YTO C HUM HUKTO HE
pasroBapuBail. BupoueMm, HUKTO He pa3roBapuBaj U Ipyr ¢ APyroM, nostromy Kocrs 3ps npuHuman
BCE HA CBOM CUET.

Jlec npenkoB ye Ka3ajcs HE POAHBIM M XOXKEHBIM-IIEPEXOKEHBIM U3 Kpas B Kpaii, a 1mos-
HBIM [IIOPOXOB Y HEMIOHSTHBIX 3BYKOB. A HE 10€3Xasl IEPEBEHCKOI OKOIMIIbI, OHU I€HCTBUTEIBHO
YCIIBIILIATIN 3TH CaMble 3ByKH, TOJILKO OHM OKa3aJIMCh J0 yKaca 3HAKOMbIMU. Tak MOITIM «CTy4aTh»
TOJIBKO JIBa «KaJjallla», OCTABILIKECS B JEPEBHE, — KOPOTKUMH OUYEPEIsIMH IO JIBa MaTpPOHA, KOrna
uX OEperyT U CUMTAIOT Ka)KJbli BHICTPEI.

[lepBeiM capeiidpun Cken, a 3a HuM — Menkuii bec. laxxe Tenenenp nopnancs naHuke u
pa3BepHYI JOLIaAb TaK PE3K0, YTO €/1Ba HE CBAIMJICS Ha 3eMJII0. TOJIBKO UX U BUJIAJIH.

VY JlproHens 3a1poxaliu IeKH, a Ha m1a3ax 3abnectenu cies3bl. OH 6omblie Apyrux Oosuics
ono3oputhea. Ho u Bosika, oiHAaKO K, ObUT U3 HETO aXxOBbIi. W elcTBUTENBHO, KTO MOT HAaNacTh
Ha JIEPEBHIO — TOJBKO JIIOANU-KaliMaHbl, O KOTOPBIX CTOJILKO FOBOPUJIM, HO HU pa3y HE BUAEIU. A
KaK C HIMH BO€BaTh, €CJIM ThI HX OOHIIBbCS 10 cMepT? Y Hamanu oHU, CIOBHO TOYHO 3HAs O TOM,
yT0 B IepeBHe Het JIIIK.

KocTst cippirnysn ¢ nomaau, BbIXBaTUI U3 ALIMKA, KOTOPBINA ObLI NPUBS3aH K OJHOM U3 TPY-
30BBIX JIONIAJIEH, «IUIa3MaTPOH», IPUIAAUI K HeMy 000iiMy. OHa cea Ha MECTO ¢ MSTKUM UYMOKa-
IOLIUM 3BYKOM, CJIOBHO IPUCOCANIACh.

— Hepxu! — OH kunyn «miazmarpon» Yebdorty. — U Tb1 TOKE! — Crieqyromuil «mia3MaTpon»
okazaics B pykax [pronpens. — Jla He Ooiicsa! — xpuxnyn Kocts, 3apsxkas «mia3mMaTpoH» A
ce0s1. — Bynens npukpsIBaTh THUIBI 32 oKoIuIeH. Jlanbiie He cyiics! [Tonsn?!

— [Monsn. .. — npoctonan prouaenb. — A Kak CTpensiTh-ToO?..

—Kax u3 pyxps. .. — 6pocun Koctst Ha Xomy, Kora oHH ke ¢ YeO0ToM Oexkaii K yriTy MOoCKO-
TUHBIL. [lanpine 3a HEW BUIAHENCS YTOJI XJIEBA.

OHU pOKpaUCh ¢ HAPYKHOU CTOPOHBI 3a00pa, MOTOMY YTO OH ObUI €IUHCTBEHHBIM MpU-
KPBITHEM Ha PAaCCTOSHUU TPEXCOT METPOB JI0 MEPBBIX JOMOB. 3a 3TUMHU JIOMaMU KOCO BBICHIINCH
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JIEPEBEHCKHE BOPOTa U MAaKOBKa LIEPKBH, a Mepe]l LIEPKOBbIO0 HAXOAWJIACh TUIOMIAAb. TaM-To U 1Ieln
00, U «Kajamm» OTOMBAINCH YK€ HE ABOWHBIMHU, a OAMHOYHBIMH BBICTpenaMu: «Ty-Ty, Ty, Ty,
Ty...» Bpar, 1omkHO ObITh, yKe npa3qHOBa OOE1Y, TOTOMY YTO ChINIaj] B OTBET AJIMHHBIMU OYe-
pensmu: «Ta-ta-Ta... Ta-Ta-Ta...», 3arOHss 3aUTHUKOB IEPEBHHU B YIOJI MEX]Y JECOM U PEKOM
3b10b10. DX, Hago Obu10 Bee-Taku K B3a1h, mogyman Kocts, ¢ HenoBepueM coxumas B pyKax
«IJIa3MaTPOH», Ceuac Kak MalbHYIU ObI, cpa3y cTasio Obl ACHO, KTO 31ech Xo3suH. [Tocne JJIIK
CYXH€ BBICTPEJIbl aBTOMATOB Ka3aJIUCh €MY UTPYIIEYHBIMHU, HEHACTOSAIMMH. Ellle Hen3BeCTHO, Kak
9Ta mTyKa ceds mokaxet, Kocts c comHeHne mocmarpuBal Ha «IiazMarpony. Ox!.. Ha gymie ctano
ropbko u 6e3pagoctHo. Bee karunock mon ropky: Kocoit, «Bepronery...

OT0 ObLIAa MOCHEAHSS €0 37paBas MbICIb, IOTOMY YTO BCE MOCIEAYIONIEEe MPOU3O0IIO TaK
OBICTPO, UTO BPEMEHH TyMaTh BOBCE HE OCTAJIOCh.

[lepen nepBeIMH 1OMaMH, OT KOTOPBIX TAHYJIO AbIMOM, Ye0OT METHYJICS BIEBO YEPE3 1OPOTY
U cpa3zy mnpormnai u3 Bujaa. Kocts yronui Ha «ma3MaTpoHe» €IMHCTBEHHYIO KHOIIKY Ha MaHEIH,
U cOOKY BBICBETHJICS AJIMHHBIA MHAMKATOP 3€JI€HOI0 1IBETA, U HUKAKUX TeOe 3aTBOPOB, IIPEIOXpa-
HUTEJCH U OTceKarenel ouepeu, 4To, BIPoYeM, He 100aBUIIO0 CTPAHHOMY OPYXUI0 yBakeHus. OH
no0exan 10 1oMa TeTKM 3UMUHOM, K kKoTopoil Kcenus JlanumoBHa mopoy mockuiajia €ro To 3a
COJIBIO, TO 3a CIIMYKAMH U y KOTOPOH MY’ K JOJbIIE BCEX MMponaaall Ha «upoMeicie» Jloyxu, a cei-
yac, FOBOPAT, OJAJICS €lIe ajbllie Ha ceBep, OyATO Obl TaM HOBBIM «IIPOMBICE «OTKPBUICS». A
KaK T€ «IIPOMBICIIB BRITTIAAAT, KocTs naxke He Mor cebe npeAcTaBuTh. Y 3UMUHOM J1ake oroposia
HIPUJIMYHOTO HE OBLJIO, TOTOMY YTO OHU >KUJIU C IIPOMBICIIOBY.

[lyTasice B Monozpix moderax KpanuBbl U HE oOpalliasi BHUMaHuUs Ha ee oxoru, Kocts mpo-
KpaJicsl Oropo/iaMy Ha 3ByKHU BBICTPEJIOB U BBINIAHYJ U3-3a 3a0o0pa. To, 4To OH yBUAEN, NOPa3UiIo
ero 0osbiie Bcero. IIpsaMo B rpsakax Jiyka T€TKU 3UMUHOM CTOSUI caMblid HACTOSIIIUN OpOHEeTpaHc-
HIOPTEP C OTPOMHBIMH KOJIECAMH, C TPOCOM, U30THYBIIIUMCSI, KaK 3Mesl, Ha O0pTy, ¢ hapaMu 1 IByMs
pacnaxHyTbIMU JitoukamMu. KocTsl 1axke HEMHOTO pacTepsuics, IOTOMY YTO HE 3HaJl, KaK BOEBAaTh
¢ TakuM uynoBuiieM. OH 3aCThUI, 3a9apOBAaHHO SIS HA 3QIIATIAHHBIN rps3bio 00K. CaMbiM 00ITb-
MM MEXAHHU3MOM B JIEpEBHE OBLITHN JIBA MMOIypa300paHHBIX T'YCEHUYHBIX TpakTopa. Pazobpanmu nx
IIOTOMY, YTO TOprodee ObLIO Ja)ke HE Ha BEC 30J10Ta, a JOPOXKE YEJIOBEUYECKOW KHU3HH. DTH JIBa
TpakTopa Kazanuch Kocte BepiinHoi yenoBeueckoro reuus. OH He €UHOXK/IbI IIBITAJICS TOHSTh,
KaK OHH JOJDKHBI paboTaTh, OTKPYYHBasi BCIKHE MEIHbBIC TPYyOOUKH, TIOATOMY M IISTHIICS ceidac
Ha OpOHETpaHCHOPTEpP, KaK Ha AUKOBUHKY, I0KAa HABEPXY CHOBA HE pa3fasiach JJIMHHAS MyJIEMET-
Has ouepenb: «Ta-Ta-Ta... Ta-Ta-Ta...» TONBKO TOrAa OH pa3misAes Toro, KTo crpersul. CTpelok,
HE jKajiesl MaTpoHOB, OWJI U3 PYyYHHUKA BJIOJIb €AMHCTBEHHOM YUl JEPEBHHU, a OTTyJa ONMXKe K
Jiecy eMy OTBeYaJl BCEro JIMIIb OAUH «Kajamn. [lapy pa3 Haa rogoBoi MPOCBUCTENN TOPAYUE MTYITH.
Torna KocTst HeyBepeHHO MOAHSI «IUIa3MaTPOH» U, IPULIETUBLINCH B CTPEIKa, Ha)Kajl Ha ralieTKy
¥ JIayKe HE TIOHSUT, YTO BBICTPEIIMII: OTAA4YM He ObLI0, He OBIJIO CAMOTO MOMEHTA BEICTpEIIa, KOTOPOE
OOBIUHO €CTh y PYKbsl UJIM BUHTOBKH, a 3/1€Ch — Ha)XkKaJl, U BCE: HU MHEPIUH, HU Tay3bl, IPOCTO
IU1a3Ma yaapuia ¢ MUNeHueM ObICTpee MOJIHHM, U OT Bpara BO BCE CTOPOHBI OPBI3HYIJIH 3€JI€HOBA-
TBIE HICKPBI, a TOTOM BO3HHKJIIO yIapHOE 00JIaK0 TAKOTO JKE [BETA, HA MUT 03apUB Oropo, 3a00p u
JIOM HarpoTHUB. A €lle 3a1axJjo, Kak BO Bpemsi rpo3bl. KoCTs pacTepsiHHO OMyCTHIT «IJIa3MaTPOHY.

Emy xBaTmiio yma He OCTaThCsl HA MECTE, YTOOBI pa3mIAIeTh PE3YJIbTaT CBOETO BHICTPENA,
XOTSI OH HIOHSJI, YTO CTPEJIABILEr0 OTOPOCUIIO Ha Kpail JitoKa, a pBaHyTh €Ille Jablile, 3a CIEaYI0-
il 1oM. M TyT ’ke B HEro Ha4aJld CTPEJIATh ¢ IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHON CTOPOHBI LIEPKOBHOM IUIOLIA/IH,
U LIENKY, OTIeTeBlIne oT joMa KopoBuHbIX, oLapanainu eMy yxo. Bnpouewm, cTpesnsiiain Heloro:
KOTJIa OH 00€KaJl IOM U BBICYHYJICS U3-3a HETO, CTpenb0a npekpaTuiiack. KTo-1o 3aBbUI CTpalIHo,
Ha BBICOKOU HOTe, 1 KocTe 3axX0Telioch 3akaTh yIIM M TKHYTHCS TOJIOBOW B 3eMirto. Boii 000-
pBaJics Tak e BHE3aIHO, Kak ¥ Hadasics. Hajo Ob110 4TO-TO 1e1aTh, HOTOMY 4TO HACTYIIHJIA 3BEHSI-
mast TuirHa. Kocts HekoTopoe BpeMs IpUCTyIUBAICs, IOTOM SICHO pa3Induil TonoT. bexxanu no
yJHIe K OpOHETPAHCIIOPTEPY, J1a TaK ObICTPO, uTO KOCTs ycmenn 3aMeTHTh TOIBKO TEHB, a €IIe B HETO
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BBICTPEJIMITN — HE TIPUIIEIIBHO, @ 4TOOBI UCITyTraTh. OH MOCIYIIHO PYXHYJI Ha KOJICHH H Ta)Ke 3aKPhLT
PyYKaMu rojioBy, Pp€IIMB, YTO 3TO HC CaMOC JIYUIICC BIICHATIICHUC B KMU3HMU. 4 3 OLICTICHCHUA €10
BBIBEJI TPOMKUI 3BYK JBUTareis OpoHerpaHcnoprepa. Yro-to 3arpemano. Jlom etk 3UMUHON
NOKa4YHYJICA, U3 OKOH MOJIETEIN OCTATKU cTeKoil. KocTs, cxkrmast B pykax «Ij1a3MaTpoH», moodexail,
caMm He 3Has 3aueM, Buepena. bporerpancnoprep, pa3BanuBas 3a00pbl, BEIOUpancs u3 aepesau. OH
y’Ke MBUTAIT Ha oKourIle, koraa Kocts Beickoumt Ha gopory. V3-3a BomHEeHUs 1 6era OH 4yTh-4yTh
3anbixancs. BoT korga eMy NpUTroAWIICs ONBIT CTPEILOBI U3 «Kalaiay. bpoHeTpancmnoprep Heccs
K peke. KocTs moiiMan ero Ha MyIIKy M, 110 IPUBBIYKE BBIOXHYB BO3]lyX, HaKaJI Ha ramieTky. [lep-
BBIN BBICTPCII MOJTYYHUJICA HETOYHBIM, ITOBCPX OallleHKH: TOHKUH 3e1eHbII JIYY IPOTAHYJICA AAJIbIIC
PEKHU U pacTasil B BO3LyXe. BbITh MOXKET, OH JlaXKe 3alienu OalleHKy, HO 9TO HUKaK HE OTPa3uiioch
Ha CKOpocTu OpoHeTpaHcnopTepa. Toraa oH B3sUT IpULIET YyTh HUXKE, U TENEPh yKe CIIOKOHEe U
YBEpEHHEE BBICTPEIINII €LIE pa3, U ellie, U elIe U MomaJj B X010BYI0 4acTb. OT OpoHEeTpaHcopTepa
BO BCE CTOPOHBI OPBI3HYJIN YKE 3HAKOMbIE 3€JI€HOBaThle UCKpPbI. OH ellle KaTUJICS 10 HHEPLUHU, HO
y’Ke OBUIO SICHO, YTO COOCTBEHHOTO XOa OH HE MMeeT. A Korja Ha U3rude JOpOrH, BMECTO TOTO
4YTOOBI IOBEPHYTH BIPABO, OH TKHYJICA B cOCHY, KocTs BoBce oOpaioBaiics U moHeccs K Hemy. Ot
OpoHeTpaHcropTepa MoAHUMAJICS YepHbI JpIMOK. KocTsi cTan 3abupaths 4yTh BIIpaBo, 3a U3THO
JIOpOTH, YTOOBI XOPOILIO BCE BUAETh. UenoBeKk-KaliMaH TEHbI0 METHYJICS K Jecy. KocTs mobexan 3a
HUM, C K&XIbIM MIHOBCHHUEM YYBCTBYSA, YTO TOT YXOAUT OT'POMHLIMHU, CIIOBHO BOJIK, ITPBIXKKAMMU.
OH cropsiua BBICTPEJIUII Ha X0y — pa3, IPYroid, HO HE YCIeBaJl B3STh KaliMaHa Ha MYIIKY U TTOHSUI,
4yT0 00a pas3a npomasail. B ominuune ot «xanaiay, «mia3MaTpoH» He OWIT o4epesiMU, U 3TO ObLIO
€ro CyIIECTBEHHbIM HeloCTaTkoM. M korja yxe Ka3anoch 4TO YeI0BEK-KailMaH BOT-BOT CKpPOETCS
MOJI COCHaMH, COOKY B €r0 CTOpPOHY XJIECTaHYJI 3€JICHbIN JIyd U KaiimaH ymaji. Tak 3to x JproH-
nenb! — obpanosaics Kocts, nonberas k youtomy.

UYenopek-kaliMaH JieKall, paCKUHYB pykd. Ha mpaBoii jomarke y HEro OT4EIMBO PaCIUIbI-
BaJIOCh KpaCHOC IISATHO. Ot OACXK bl IS JIETKUH HerI/IHTHI)II\/JI JBIMOK. ITaxio TakK, CIOBHO OCMO-
JINJIN CBUHBIO. BXOI{HOG OTBCPCTUC OBLI0 KPOXOTHBIM, KaK OT «MCJIKAIIKKW». bruto JaXXE HECKOJIbKO
CTpPaHHBIM, YTO TAKOM MOTYYHH YEJIOBEK YMEp OT TAKOTrO KPOXOTHOTO OTBEpCTHs. [Ipronaens noa-
CKOYMJI U 3a0paJT KaK CyMaCIIE/IIINA:

— Oro 5 ero 3aBanui! ! ! A!

On MMPUHAJICA OTIUIACBIBATH KaKOM-TO HEJIEHBIN TaHCII.

— Mononen! — cHucxoauTeNnbHO nmoxpani Koctsi, 4yBCTBys, Kak BO30y>K/I€HHE OT 00sI OCTaB-
JISIET €r0. — A TOBOPUIJL, CTPEJIATH HE YMEEILIb.

— Tak-k-K... — 3ax7e0HysCsI BOCTOProM JlproHiens. — ITO XK s €ro CrienuaibHO Kapayaui! —
CHOBA 3a0paJl OH U CHOBA CTaJ IUIsicaTh, Kak Kakoi-to yyumek. — [Inan takoii 61! [lman! Hamo
CKazaTh — reHuanpHelii! Ona-ona-ona. ..

PymsiHenr y Hero Ha mekax cusit sipue oObranoro. [laxmo ot JproHaens momo3pHTeNbHO.
Konenkn Ha MOJIECKMHOBBIX IITaHAX U KOpPOBbA 0Xa HA JKUBOTC Y HET'O OBLIIM BbIMa3aHbI B rpsa3u.
ScHo 6b110, yTO proH1€b TIIATENBHO NPATAJICS B KAHABE, B KOTOPYIO CTEKaja BoJa C HIOCKOTHHBI.
Ho Benp moactpenu e Bce-Taky, CHUCXOAUTEIbHO noayman Kocts, 3HauuT, npeosjoses cTpax.

— Hy nanno, nagHo, — cormacuics oH. — [lycTs Oyzner reHuanbHbli, — U peLInl, 4To 3a TaKOu
HOJBUT CJIEYET MPOCTUTH c1abocTh [[proHsens, ¢ keM He ObIBaceT.

— Tbl Belb HUKOMY HE CKa)KelIb? — BAPYT Nepelles Ha menot /{pronaens, IpOHUKHOBEHHO
3ansiabiBas K raza Kocre. — Hukomy?..

ScHo 6buT0, uTO JIproHACIh BCEH TyIIO X0UeT ONMpaBIaThCsl B €T0 Ia3ax. A 1Mo CpaBHEHUIO
co Ckenom, Menkum becom u TenenmneM oH BooOIIIe BBITIIsAEN ObUTHHHBIM repoeM. OHaKo BMe-
CT€ C 3TUM OH HEBOJBHO moBecwy Ha KocTio 00s3arebeTBO 1oroBapuBathesi ¢ YeO0ToM, 4TOOBI
HUKTO B JIEPEBHE HE Y3HAJI O €r0 IPOMAILIKE U YTOObI BCE CUMTAIIU €TI0 FEPOEM.

— He yun neaymky kanuisite, — paBHOIYIIHO OTBETHII KOCTS, HEBOJIBHO OTBOpa4MBasi JIMILIO,
YTOOBI HE UyBCTBOBATh BOHb, HCXOJUBIIIYIO OT [IproHnens. — A rie ocrajibHble?
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— He 3Ha10... — omistHYJICS Ha OKoNUIly J{prOHIENh; JTUI0 Y HETO BBITSAHYJIOCH, @ pyMsIHEIl Ha
[IEKaX pas3JIUICs emle OobIie.

[TonGesxan, 3ampIXaBIINCh, PA00# ¢ «katanomy, KOTOPBIH TallliiI 32 PEMEHB 110 3emMJie. JIeBast
pyKa BHCeJa y Hero, Kak mieTh. KpoBb Kamnana Ha 3eMJIIo.

— Ax cBonoub! CBonous! — [1Hyn HECKOMBKO pa3 Tpy1. — [TTaBHBIM y HUX OBLI, XOPOIIIO CTpe-
nsi1. JKanb, uTo roToB! AX *Kajb, HaAO0 ObUIO, KOHEYHO, Y3HATh, KTO OHM TaKue U MoYeMy Harajiu
Ha JIEPEBHIO.

Ps60ii moen HockoM carora KaiiMaHa U epeBepHy:1 Ha ciuHy. Kocts oTiaTHyics, HOToMy
YTO CJIOBHO YBHUJIEJ CBOM HOYHBIE KomMaphl. HeBeposTHO, HO 3TO ObLI TOT CaMblil JJIE€CAHTHUK U3
«BEPTOJIETAY», €T0 HEJIB351 OBLIO HU C KEM CITYTaTh IO TSHKETIOMY MOI00POIKY U IIpaMy Ha JIHIIE.

— Yro, 3HaKOMasi JTUMYHOCTH? — cripocui PsiOoi, pucenas u oHON pyKoil 0OBICKUBAs TPYIL,
Ha TPYJIM KOTOPOTO, CJIeBa, OBUIO TaKOE )K€ KPOXOTHOE OTBEPCTHE, KaK M HA CITHHE.

OH OTCTETHYII U CHSLI C HETO Pa3Tpy3Ky, B KOTOPOU ObUTH TpU 0O0MMBI, TApOYKa IPAHAT U HOX
YEPHOTO IIBETa C 3a1ernoM noj pyky. Koctsa noxaien, 4ro He Aorafayics TaK CAeNaTh, IISAUIIb, 1
HOX CTaJ OBl €r0 COOCTBEHHOCTHIO.

— Jlaxxe cam He 3Hal0... — ¢ onackoil oro3Baics Kocta. — MHe kaxeTcs, OH ObUT B «BEpTO-
JeTe».

— Yro? — Psab6oii Haxmypuiics 1 mocmotpen Ha KocTio cauzy BBepx. Buj y Hero ObL1 ykac-
HBIM: OCYHYBIIEECS JIUIO C CUHSAKAMHM MO Ia3aMu. ['yObl 37bi€, KpUBSTCS. — 3HAYUT, 9TO U3-32
«BepToJyeTay. DX, HaI0 OBLIO MHE CAaMOMY HJITH C BAMH, YTOOBI pa3oOparbes! Ix, Hano Obuto! 3Hau
Obl, I1Ie ynajeb, COJOMKHU ToacTenmt Obl. Ho Bce paBHO, peOsSTKH, BBl MOJOAINBI. Bl 1axe He
MPECTABIIACTE, KAKHUE BBl MOJIO/IIbI!

[IpaBna, ckazan oH 3TO TAKUM TOHOM, OT KOTOoporo y KocTu Ha fy1iie jierde He cTaio, IoToMy
gro Ps6oii eme He 3Ha1m 0 Kocom.

— Kongparuiit AnexkcanapoBuy, MHE KaXKeTCs, S BUIEII €r0 paHbIIIE.

— I'ne? — Psa6o¥i momHsicsa. — A OT KOTO 3TO TaK BOHSIET?

— He 3nar0... — cka3an Kocrs.

JproHnens Ope3rmBoO NOHIOXaJl COOCTBEHHYIO PYKY, OTCTYIIWII IO BETPY U MOCTapaJICs Cle-
JaTbCs HE3aMETHEE.

— Jla HeT ke, BOHSET, KaK B XJIeBY. — Ps00ii ¢ momo3peHueM mocMorpelt Ha JIproHernsi, Ho
HUYETO HE CKa3all.

JleBasi KUCTh PyKH Y HETO, CJIOBHO B IepUaTKe, ObUTa B KPOBH. B T'YCTBIX IIBITAHCKHUX BOJIOCAX
TOKE 3aMeKJIach KPOBb. A TBYOOPTHBIN YEPHBIM MUHKAK C METAITTUYSCKUMH ITyTOBUIIAMH «a-JIs
OUTIIC» OBUT BBINMTAYKAH B 3€MJIE U BO BCE TOM K€ KPOBH.

— MHue kaxercs... — ckazan Kocts, kak 00bIYHO, poOesi iepes; aTaMaHoM, — 3TO CBSI3aHO C
[I0€3/10M, Ha KOTOPOM $ CI0/1a MoMall.

— C moe31oM, TOBOPHUIIB?.. A 9TO ThI MOXEIIIb IIOMHUTb, ThI K€ MaJIBIIOM OBLI? — CIIPOCHIT
Ps60ii. — Tebe sk ObLTO IATH JCT. JlaXke 51 3TOro moes3a He IOMHIO.

OX, HE TIIaBHOE ATO ceiuac, He TiaBHoe, MoHsuT Kocts. [aBHOE, 4TO JepeBHIO OTOMIH. A
9TO OBUIO JECSTh-IBEHANATH JICT Ha3al, HUKOTO HE BOJHYET.

— $1 3Ha1, 4TO BBl MHE HE TIOBEPUTE, — CKazasl Kocts, — HO 3TO OH.

— ToI peacTaBsACUIb XOTh, CKOJIBKO JIET MPOIIO? — CIIOBHO HE YCIbIIIA ero Psooi.

— I[pencrapinsro. .. — yupuio orBeTii Kocts. — Bam Ob1 pyKy nepeBsizars. ..

— Pyka — 310 epyHaa... monei norepsiau. 3sepoBa Bacunus u Jlykuna Anaproxy. Xoporiue
MYXHUKH OBLITH.

Koctst 3Han ux mioxo. My UKH Kak MYXKUKH, TaXxajld U CEsUIH, K TallaHaM HE BA3AJIHCH,
JUIITHUHI pa3 ymy-pa3ymy He yuuiau. HopManbHbIe My>KHKH, CTApbIE TOJIBKO, JaXKe Ha «IIPOMBICIIBI)
HE XOAMJIU. 3aTO OH Cpa3y BCIIOMHUJI, YEM 3aKOHUYMIACh UX coOCTBeHHas skcrenuius. Ha Bpems
00s1 3a0BLJ1, a TENIEPh BCIIOMHIJI M IIPUYHBUT ITYIIIE TTPEKHETO.

24



M. BenosepoB. «Bo3amesgue TeneHrepa»

— Konpgparuiit AnekcanapoBud... — IPOU3HEC OH KAIOIIUMCS TOJIOCOM.
Ps160ii MUMOX0/10M B3IVISIHYJI HA HETO:
— Jla 3Hato, 3Hato... Bce 3Hato... — OH, CKOPUMBIINCH, COTHYJ PAHEHYIO PYKY, IPHXKAJ €€ K

TEJIy U CTaJl HAHYUTh, KaK MaJICHBKOTO peOeHKa.

— Otkyna? — ynuBuics Kocts, crapasch Ha CMOTPETh Ha 4yKyI0 KpoBb. He mpHUBBIK OH K
BUIY KpoBH. [1110X0 €My CTaHOBHJIOCH OT HEe.

— Honecinu yxe. [IpsAMoii BUHBI TBOEH HET, 1 MOHUMAar. Ho Thl, Kak BpEMEHHBI arama,
JIOJDKEH OBl Bee mpeaycMoTpeTh. OIHAKO XK. .. Ha/l0 ObLIO MHE C BAMM UJITU. A € Ipyroil CTOPOHBI,
JIEPEBHIO MepeOmIn Obl OTHUM MaXOM, TaK YTO Thl KO BpeMeHU nojocnen. Jla, KopsiBo BCe CIOXKH-
J0chb. 3aech U Most BuHa Toxe ecth. Moxer, [IaBen Kocoii emie BbliiieT Ha nepeBHIO? — Mpearo-
JIOKUJI OH.

— He 3Har0... — motynuics Kocrs.

Ps60ii BHMMaTenbHO TocMOTpen Ha KocTio cBOMMHU YEpHIOIKMMU I[T1a3aMU, CIIOBHO MPOHUK
B Iy, M CKa3all:

— Torma ObI 1€710 MONIPABUMO. . .

Kocoro npeiictButensHo 3Banu [laBmom. M XoTs atramMaH roBOpuJI HOpMaJibHBIE, TTOHSATHBIE
Benm, KocTs cTai uCIbITHIBATh K HEMY TPEXKHEE TyBCTBO CTpaxa, CIIOBHO Ps00ii 3HaI HEUTO 60ITb-
1iee, HO He XOTeJN JeNuThes. B3pocible Bcerna Tak, HEBOJIBHO MOAYyMall OH, HEMOHSATHBIE OHHU.
HagepHoe, xorna-to u s TAKUM K€ CTaHY.

— Hy a xTo 3T0 TOT1a, — CIIPOCWIT OH, HAOPABIIUCH XPAaOPOCTH, — €CITM HEe KaiiMaH?

3a Takoi BOMpPOC MOKHO ObLTO 3apaboTarh MO IIee, HO eMy OY€Hb U OYEHb XOTEJIOCH JI0KO-
NaThCS IO UCTUHBI U, OBITh MOXKET, MOHATh, OTKYZa OH BOOOIIEe OSBUIICS B IepeBHE. EMy kazanoch,
YTO 3TO KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM CBSI3aHO C OTKPOBEHHEM B TyMaHe.

— Jla Mano nu Jirofel co mpamMamMu? — BECKO CKasall aTaMaH, MOJI, CKa3KH BCE ITO JUISl IETEH,
a peanbHOCTh, oHa uHas. — [lokazanocs. He OGepu B ronoBy. Ceituac Ham mpueayT Ha MOJIBOJE,
yTaIiM.

— A MOXeT, ero 371eCh 3aKoIarh? — emie oonbine ocmenel Kocts.

W3 MOTHITBI-TO OH TOYHO HE COCKHT, CyeBEpHO MOAYMa OH. 3eMJIS €CJIA 3a0UpacT, TO yiKe
He otaaeT. Tak Bce roBopsT, naxe orenl Banepuan ®enoposud. Ho Psi6oit permmn nmo-croemy:

— Her, Hago BHawane pa3o0parbes, KTO 3TO Takue. MOXET, NEUCTBUTENBHO KaliMaHbI, a
MOXKET, U3 KaKOH JIepeBHU OaHIUTCTBYIOT Ml BooOmIe mpunuisie? Torma nemno npsins. KaOsl cHoBa
OXOTa Ha JIOZIeM He Havaach, — BHICKA3aJl OH BCE CBOM ONACEHUS U C MOJ03PEHUEM MOCMOTPEN
Ha Jlec npenkos.

B stom Bonpoce KocTst noMoub Huyem He Mor. Eciu y>k aramMan 60UTCs, TO BCEM 0CTaIbHBIM
cam Oor BeJell.

Oxota Ha nrofell 3aKOHYMIIACh €I1e JIO0 €ro MOSBICHUS B JepeBHE. BbITh MOXKET, IEPEBHIO
CIaclio TO, YTO OHA CTOsAJIA HA 3a/IBOPKaX LIMBUIN3ALUY U KOPMUJIACH OT JIeca U 3a CYET Jieca, KOTo-
pBIil KOTIa-TO PyOMJIM M BHIBO3WJIM 3a TPaHMILY. Terneph Aake T€ JaBHUE BHIPYOKH CTaTM TaKHUMHU
KE IPEMYUHMH, KaK ¥ CTapbIil JiIeC, OTIUYUTH HEJIb3s, H 3BE€Phsl B HEM MPUOABHIIOCH, U HETIOHITOK
BCAKHUX TOXE.

— Tak 5 e roBopto, st €ro BUJEI B «BEPTOJIETE», — y’Ke coBceM oOHaren Kocrs.

K ero obneruenuto, aTamad He BO3MYTHUJICS, XOTS, pa3yMeeTcsl, cliefioBajio nocraButh Koctio
Ha MECTO.

— CBexo TpeIanne, HO BEpUTCS C TPYIAOM, — PABHOIYIIHO OTBETUJ OH. — BO3bMH OpyxkHe
Y TIOIILTH.

Koctst monsin, yTo atraMan eMy HM Ha TPOII HE TTOBEPHIL.

Boszne nepeBeHCKUX BOPOT, MONOPYEHHBIX OPOHETPAHCIOPTEPOM, UX BCTPETHUIIU CEJISHE.
JKeHIUHBI 3aPUIHTAITN, 320X U IPUHSIIUCH TYT K€ Ha KPBUIBIIE [ICPKBH MIEPEBA3BIBATH Ps0O0TO.
KocTio orrecHunu, 3atepiu B ToiIe, easa BeiOpacs. Yto aenars?
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[Ton6exan Bo3OyxeHHBIH UeOOT, BHITTAINI:

— Cparble yronHuku! A st OHOTO raja Bce-Taku 3aBaini!

Koctst mocmotpen Ha Hero u mo3aBuaoBail. TBepabiM 0bu1 Pemka OykBajbHO BO BCEM, B TOM
YHCJIE U [T0 OTHOLIEHUIO K CBOMM Bparam, He MCIIbIThIBAJ OH HU AYIIEBHOIO BOJHEHMSI, HU COMHe-
Huil. XopoIl0, AOIKHO ObITh, €EMY JKUBETCS, B310XHYI KocTd, a MEHs Bce BpeMsl MBICIHU ITIOXKYT,
U 51 4aCTO HE 3HAl0, KaK [IPaBUJIbHO MOCTYNATh.

— 1 msoKy, TBI TOXKE MapeHb He mpomax. — YeOoT M3-moa pyKH MOCMOTpel, Kak 0adbl u
HaIlaHbl TYIIAT TOPSIIIUI OpoHETpaHcropTep. — 3M0POBO ThI ero moadwir. JKaiko, 94T0 BYHUCTYIO,
€3/IUTh HEJIb3S.

KocTs xoren ckazare, 4TO HE BUHOBAT, YTO [O-APYTOMY BPsJ JIM OJIY4YUIIOCh ObI, 1a HE CTall,
y’K o4eHb BO30yxaeHHbIM Obl1 YeboT. He xotenoch ero pasodaposbsiBath. [lycTh qymaer, uto s
XOPOIIMH CTPEIIOK, YTO JyYIlle MEHS B JI€PEBHE HET.

— Hwuuero, MbI €10 371eCh IOCTaBUM Ha IUIOMIAIH U U3 ITYJIEMETOB, €CIIH UTO, Oy/IeM IIypOBaTh.
TBoit HOX?

Pazymeercs, BauManue YeboTa mpuBiIeK HEOOBIYHBIN HOXK, TOPYAIIMNA U3 pa3rpy3ku. [naza
€ro 3aropesuch eule spye.

— Hert, — orBeTnnt Kocts, — aramana.

— Aiia 3a OJBOMION, MEPTBSIKOB HAaJ0 CBO3HUTh, — cka3an YeOoT, He OTphIBas B3MIsLAA OT
HOXa.

PykosTh y HOXa AelicTBUTENBHO ObLIa CAENIaHa C U3SILECTBOM, a 3allell HEBOJIbHO IPUBJIEKAI
BHUMaHue. Takoi 3aiien Hy»eH Obl1, 4TOOBI pyKa HUKOIJIa HE COCKAJIb3bIBAJIA C PYKOSTH.

— Iloronu... — orBerun Koctd u nonsitasncs npoOUTHCS K aTaMaHy, U HE TOJBKO JJIsl TOTO,
9TOOBI OTJATh PA3TPy3Ky U «IJIa3MaTPOH», HO M YTOOKI €IIe Pa3 BHICKA3aTh CBOU OTIACEHHS.

Benp nmomydanoch, UToO MEPTBAKU U3 «BEPTOJETa» OXKWUIM M yuuiu! A 3T0 IPOTUBOPEUUT
3[paBOMY CMBICITY, HApyIIaeT BCSKYIO JIOTUKY M BOOOIIE CTaBUT MO3TH HabeKpeHb. MoxeT, aTa-
MaH 00bsicHuT? C Ipyroil CTOPOHBI, BAPYT OHU MPOCTO paHEHbIMU ObLIH, — noayman Kocts, —
IyCTh JaXXe U TSHKEJO, a 5 TeHb Ha IUIeTeHb HaBOXY. Ero, kak Bceraa, ogonenu comMmHeHus. OH
HOpUHSIICS 00AyMBIBaTh BapuaHThl coObITUI. Hano nmu Hanomunars Pa6omy? MoxeT, oH npas, a s
HeT? Moxer, s imynoctu Hecy? Eie Ha cmex mogHumeT nepen BceMu. CpaMoThl He oOepenibes!

Tak 1 HE MPOOMIICS OH K aTamaHy, BOKPYT KOTOPOTO coOpayachk Takas IUIOTHas Toima. Bee
TpeboBaiu oT Psiboro oObsicHeHHH, K TOMY e 0a0bI-3HaXapKy B3sUIH €r0 B TAKOH 000POT CO CBOMM
neuyenuem, uto Kocte nypHo ctano. bosisics oH KpoBH U BCSIKUX 3HaXapckux mryyek. [Torom, momy-
MaJl OH, IOTOM, KOTJIa aTaMaHa 3allTONal0T U MEPEBSKYT, IOTOBOPIO C HUM, BBISICHIO BCE BOIPOCHI,
KOTOpBIE MEHSI MYyYaloT.

Xoten oH YeOOTy MmOXKaJIOBaThCs, YTO, KAKETCs, BCIOMHIJI, OTKy/Ja OH 3HAET YeJIOBEKa CO
mpamom, fa He pemmics. He ot uenoBek YeboT, uToOBI epe HUM HUcnoBeoBaTbes. TyT elle ¢
npuuuTaHusmMu Hanetena Kcenus [lanmioBHa, o0xBaTuia roioBy, Ipuxkania K CyXoi rpyau J1a TaK
¥ 3aCThIJIa B CBOEM O€3yTEIIHOM Tope.

— UTO0 X TBI, CHIHOK, JIeJaclllb CO MHOM?.. — CIPOCHJIa OHA HaB3pbLa, U KocTs onryTum, Kak
y Hee B IpyJu 4TO-TO 0O6opBasiock. — S ’k 4yTh ¢ yma He couuta. Bee mia3a Beiuiakana. [oiinem
JIOMOH1, moitneM... — OHa OTCTpaHUIIa €ro ¥ oCMOoTpena eMy B miaza. — Oreny 3axaaics.

— Iloiinemre, mama, — otBeTHI1 KocTs. — 51 Tonbko PeMke momory MepTBskoB coOparh U TYT
e MpUy.

Kcenus /lannnoBHa mocMoTperna Ha HETO ¢ YKOPOM, B KOTOPOM KpbLIach U ee Oe3mMepHast
T000BB, U CTPAX 3a HETO, M HAJIEK/1a Ha OyIyIIyI0 MPEKPACHYIO KU3HB, U C O0JIbIO B3/IOXHYJIA!

—Hy unu, uan, ceinok, momoraii. [lorom npuxoau, st Tede miei ¢ Kypuiieid HaroroBusia. Xopo-
IIUX €W, BKYCHBIX, HABAPUCTHIX. .. KaK ThI JIIOOUIIIb, C KUCIION KaIyCTOM M €Ile KOe-YTO MPUTro-
TOBIIIO, YTO ThI JIIOOHIIIb. ..

— OO6s13aTenbHO IPULY, MaMa, BbI He OecriokoiTeck. S ceifuac 31eckh. .. u...
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Bo Bceit a10i cyere oH Kak-To 3a0bu1 0 Bepke [lanTroxuHOM, a Korjma BCIIOMHUI, TO, Kak
HapOYHO, YBUJIET €€, CTOAILYIO UyTh B CTOPOHE OT LIEPKBU U CYETAMIEHUCS TONMBI. XOTEI MOAOUTH,
YTOOBI IEPEMOJIBUTHCS CII0BOM, /14 3aCTECHSUICS HEMOHATHO noueMy. MOXKeT, OHa He MEHs JKIEeT? —
noxyman oH. MokeT, ee MaTh 3a OMHTamMu nochuiana? A MOXeT, s eil He npurisanyica? [loncozna-
TEJIbHO OH MIOHUMAJI, YTO ITO IIyMble OTTOBOPKHU, UTO Bepka npuiiia UMEHHO 13-3a HETo, U CTOMT,
U TepeOHT KOCy, U KT, KOorJa OH K Hel moxoineT. Ho emy HykeH ObLT KaKOW-TO TOJTYOK, XOTS
Obl 3HAaK C €€ CTOPOHBI, YTOOBI HE HapBaThCs Ha TPYOOCTh U HE BHINIAJAETH AypakoM. XOTs Kakon
oH aypak? Iloutu repoit. BoT kak Ha MEHSI CMOTPST, TOPJIO AyMall OH, KpaeM IJa3a JoBs Ha cebe
JIIOOOMBITHRIE B3MIAABI ogHoceapdan. ITomoiTy uan Het? A eciiM MOJOUTH, TO UTO cKa3zaTh? Minu
HUYETO HE TOBOPUTH, a MPOCTO oModarh? OH rOTOB OBLT yKe PEIIUTHCS, U CEP/LIE €T0 IPOCTHO
3a0MI0Ch, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT noakaruia YeboT Ha TeJiere:

— Ipy-y-y... [aBaii OpicTpee, 5 yKe JCTHUK PACKPHLI. ..

MowmeHT Ob11 yrytieH. KocTst mpeIrHyIT Ha OJBOY, TIOJIOKUII PSAIOM Pa3rpy3Ky, H OHH TIOKa-
i, YeboT pacckazai:

— 51 cam neperpyxnyi. IlepBblii pa3 B 6010-10. A ThI Monozien! S Obl Tak HE cymen.

—Yero He cymen? — mammHaIbHO cripocui KocTs, Bee eme aymas o qouke Ky3Hena. Kpacu-
Basi OHA, TAKUX HET OOJIBIIIE.

Ho to 11 Yebot ero He paccibliial 3a FPOXOTOM U ApeOe3kaHUeM TEJErHd, TO JIM HE cyell
HYKHBIM OOBSICHUTB CBOIO MBICIIb, HO JT0OABUJI COBCEM O JPYTOM.

— 51 gero yepes JOPOTy-TO CUTAHYA?.. — 3aCMESIICS OH, OOHaXkast OeJbIe 3yObl.

KocTst mocMoTtpen Ha HEro U CIpoCuI:

— Yero?.. — B MBICIIIX y Hero Bce enle Obina Bepka [lanTioxuHa, u cepie Bce eme Ouinoch
B I'pYy/H, KaK IITULA B KJIETKE.

Kakwue y Hee Bonmockl, — 1ymail oH, — a Kakue rma3a! A xak oHa roBopurt... OH efBa He Ipe-
Jlasics BOCIIOMUHAHUSAM 00 UX PEIKUX BCTpeyax, KOTOPbIE MOMHUII BCE /10 OAHOM: U Y OKOJIULIBI, U
Ha KpbUIbLIE €€ I0Ma, KOIrJja OH IPOXOJWJI MUMO, U Y JIEAHHUKA, B OUepe 3a ppi0oil. M kaxabiil pa3
cepaue BoT Tak ousock. YeOOT Mex 1y TeM BIOXHOBEHHO XBaCTaJCs:

— 51 & Toro mynuka cpasy npumerni, oH Kinuma Jlanwisrga B TpUIIKMHBI OTOPOABI 3arHaj
Y TOJIOBHI HE JaBa NMoAHATh. Bot kak! Eciu Obl HE 4...

KM Janunosud Cy000THH OBLIT CTOJISIPOM B MacTepoM Ha Bce pyku. CTaBUi U30BI U KJTajl
IIeuH, a ellle PoBHsI 3a00pkl U jarai Kpelu. A Tpuiika Ky3pMUH — HUKYEMHBIN MY>KUYOK, Mbs-
HUIla U 0e371eNbHUK, ObLI ero coceioM. OropoioB He KoImaj, a Bce, YTO 10ObIBaJ Ha KIIPOMBICIIAX»,
nponuBai u nporyiausai. Ho B TOM-TO U oKa3ajics CMBICH, YTO €ro 0e3a1adepHOCTh COCITY KU1
Cy600THuHy xopoiyto ciayx0y. Oropoa-to y Tpuiiku OblT 3apOCHINM, KaK JUKOE T0JIe, C KAKUMH-
TO Oyrpamu U KaHaBaMH, 9y Th JIU He ¢ Oyepakamu. Bot 3T Oyepaku u coeperiin Cy000THHY KHU3Hb,
MHaye JIEPEBHS B OHOYACHE JIMIINIACH Obl IEPBOKIJIACCHOTO MIIOTHHUKA.

— Boickounin Knum Jlanunerd B ogHOM Oemibe, 3aJIeT B TPAaBE M TOJIBKO U ICJIAET, UTO MaUT U3
JIBYCTBOJIKM U TIO3ULIMIO MEHSET. A MYXHUKY, KOTOPbIIl Ha HET0 HapBaJcs, TOXKE JAeBaThCs HEKYAA.
He mosxeT ke oH y ce0sl B ThITy BOOPY>KEHHOTO YEJIOBEKa OCTABHTb.

— Bepho, — nognakunyn Kocrs, ciymias, kak conoBbeM 3anuBaercst Yebot. — Hy na, Hy aa... —
A cawm Bce eme gyman o Bepke. Bot 051 ee nouienoBars! Tak Beslb HE TTO3BOJIUT K€E, KaK MTUTh AaTh
HE MO3BOJIUT.

— 51, KOHEYHO, TOXKE HE AYpaK...

Brnepsbie Uebot pasroBapuBai ¢ KocTteil HopManbHBIM SI3bIKOM, a HE, KaK 0OBIYHO, C ITOJIKO-
BBIPKAMHU U €XUHBIM TOHOM, MOJI, «Thl HUXKE MEHS U HE JIe3b BIIEPEI».

— [Toka ToT My>xkn40K Bo3uiica ¢ Knumom Jlanumsiuem, s c3aau MOAKPAJICS U KaK Bpe3all EMy
no kymnomny! Xu-xu!

— Iloroau, moroau... — cioBHO ounyics Kocrs, —a mouemy no Kymnomiy-1o?

YeboT mocmotpen Ha KocTio ¢ HEMTOHATHBIM JIFOOOTIBITCTBOM U TIPU3HAJICS:
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— Jla moHuMaeb, — HIMBICHYJI HOCOM JUJIsl OIPpaBJaHus, — sl BHa4ajie HEe pa300pacs, Kak 3Ta
HITyKa CTPEJISIET. ..

— briBaet! — comnacuiics ¢ ero HaxoAUMBOCTHIO KOCTS, MOCTENEHHO BTATUBASICH B Pa3rOBOP. —
A norom?

— A motrom uto? ITorom, — moxBacrasucst YeboT, — moka Thl 32 OpOHETPAHCIIOPTEPOM TOHSLICS,
MBI BTPOE€M YETBEPTOTO 3aBATIMIIH.

— Yo, 6611 1 yeTBepTHINA? — yausmicsa Kocts.

— Hy a kxak xe? C 1pyroil CTOpoHbI A€pEBHU JIEKUT. Mbl BHayasie TBOET0 BO3bMEM, a IIOTOM
3a TeM MOEIEM.

— On ne moit, — mpusHancs Kocts. — Ero pronaens 3aBanu.

— VX 11! — BOCKJIIMKHYJ MOpaxeHHbIM YeOOT 1 naxke ocTaHOBWI Jiomanb: — [py-y-y... —
[ToBepnyncs k Kocte 1 Bce TeM ke ToHOM 100aBui: — Momnoaen naman! Xa-xa... A rjae octajabHble?

— Ilouem s 3Hat0? — cBapauBO OoTBeTHI KOCTS M moymai, 4to Tenephb rnaiaiaM JOCTaHeTCs
Ha opexu. — B secy, 101KHO OBITb. ..

310CTH y HETO K HUM He OBLIO, HO Y JKaJIeTh OH UX HEe coOmpascs. B3pociers B HallieM MUpe
Haso OBICTPO, OX KakK OBICTPO. 3MO0pOBeHHBIN TeneneHp omo3opuics Ha BCIO Ku3Hb. C ocTanib-
HBIX B3STKU IIAJKU, OHM Kak Obl HeonepuBlIMecs nauansl eue. A TeneneHs 3a BepcTy 3ame-
TeH. Tenepb nepeBHs roj OyneT 370CIOBUTh, @ IOTOM €Ile TPHU roja BCIOMUHATh, U /10 KOHILIA
KU3HU K HEMY IPUKIIEUTCS Kakasi-HUOY/b 371as KJIMUYKa, TUIA «CIadak» WK «J1oxJsik». [lomyya-
ercs, yto TenenHro He mo3aBuayellb. JIeBKM Ha HETO TeNephb Jake HE MISHYT, a POJUTENHN [1030pa
He 00epyTCsl, M KaXKIbIH yBayKaIOIMINK ce0sl YeIIOBEK, TOKyTIast ppIOy y oTia TenemnHs, eXxuaHo oyaer
CIPAILINBATh: «A KakK TBOM ChIHOK MOKHBaeT?.. KTo eMy COmn-To BEITUPAET U MOPTKU MOIAEPTU-
BaeT?..»

— B 1mtanel HaMOXKMIM, — KETYHO KOHCTaTUpoBaid YeOOT U B 3alyMUUBOCTH [TOCMOTPEIT Ha
HEKOT/Ia BECEJIbI JieC, HaJl KOTOPBIM Toiy0enio BeceHHee HeOOo | IUIbUIH Oelibie, Jierkue olaka. —
[Torta! — OH nepHy BOXKKU.

OHM IPOCKOYHITT MUMO OPOHETPaHCIIOPTEPa, KOTOPBIH Kapayau TpHIlka, He JaBast 1ETBOPE
3a0paThCcst BHYTPb U PAcTalIUTh BCE TO, YTO TaM OBLIO LIEHHOTO. Ps00i, HECMOTpsl Ha paHEeHUE U
CyeTy, mocTapajics, ¢ TertoTor nogyman Kocts. TonkoBbll y Hac araMaH, 3ps S pELIW, 4TO €ro
nopa cnucbiBarh. [lycTh emie nociay Ut Ha 61aro 1epeBHe.

JproHzienb X0uI BOKPYT yOUTOr0, KaKk HEPUKasiHHbIHN, ¥ cTpajai. Ha ero nune Obu11 Hamu-
caHbl cTpax U oTyasiHue. O1HaKO KO€-4TO OH MOJYUCTUI: C PYKH YOUTOIO MPOIajyu Yachl, KOTOPIX
He 3ameTu Psi6oit u Ha koTopeie KocTs Toxke mmen BUIbI, HO TipaB/ia Obuta Ha cTopoHe JproHjers:
KaK HH KpyTH, a 3T0 ero Tpodeit. «I[lycts momp3yercs, — BenukoaymHo pems Kocts, — MHe He
*anko». — M mpomoinuan, Huyero He ckazan Yebory. Jla u 3aueM B nepeBHE 4achl-To? Pa3zBe uTo
HETYXOB OyaUThH?

— I'ne Bb1 X0muTe?! — pBanyncs Jpronuens HaBcTpeuy. — S 37ech yxKe HaIyKaJcs 10 cMepTu!

— He 0631u, Bosika, — Beceo KpUKHYJI YeOOT, IpHUBCTaBas U C JTFOOOMBITCTBOM OIVISABIBAS
youToro, — MepTBble He Kycatorcs. [ oBopuib, TBoi? Thl 3aBanun?!

— 1, —ropno orseTui [[proHaens U BBIIATHI TPY/b, HE 4ys OABOXA. JIMI0 ero paciuibuioch B
CaMOJI0BOJILHOM yibIOKe. — A KTO emie?! — OH ¢ BaxXHOCTBIO mocMoTpen Ha KocTro, o)xuaast oT Hero
nojepkku, Ho Kocts mpomosyan, noTomMy 4To, Ha €ro B3I, [proHiens He HyKJaucs B Hell.

— Torna u rpy3u! — npukazan YeOoT, CIUTIOHYB U PaBHOAYIIHO yCa)kKUBasCh HA MECTO, HO
JIaKe TI0 yIIaMm ero ObUIO BHJIHO, KaKOW OH MOJIOJCI U KakoW JIpIoHAeNb TpsAIKa, XOTs u yOu
KaliMaHa OJTHUM BbICTpesIoM. C MOMOIIBIO «IIJIa3MaTPOHa» 3TO MOXKET JII000H Jypak clienarb, a Thl
nonpoOy¥ roJibIMU pyKamu!

JIproHens yCTaBUIICS Ha HETO, CIOBHO MPOTIIOTHI JIATYIIKY, IIOTOM IIOCMOTpEIT Ha YOUTOTO,
¥ Ha IV1a3a y HEero caMu co00i HaBEpHYIIHCH Clie3bl. 3M0poB ObLT Tpodel JIproHmens, HaCTOIBKO
3JI0pOB, YTO OJIMH OH €r0 J1a)e MPUIOAHITH HE CMOT OBbl.
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— la magHo. .. — BeMUKOAYIIHO Tokasen ero Ye6ot. — [Tomrytuin ... Celiyac momoxxem. Kak-
HUKaK Thl CETOJIHS Y HAC repoil.

BunHo 6b110, 4TO OH HE 3a0bL1 MaHUKU B Jlecy MpeiKkoB U TUXOHBKO U3/ieBaeTcs Haja JlproH-
nenem. KocTs yke CTOsuT psioM ¢ YOUTBIM U CTapaTeIbHO OTBOJMII B3I OT €ro Juia. Teneps oH
ObLT OOJIee YeM YBEPEH, YTO ATO TOT CaMbIil YEJIOBEK CO MIPaMOM, KOTOPBI YOUJI ero poauTenen
B noe3je. [lamsaTh BAPYT BbIIUIECHYNIA U3 ce0s BCE, UTO HAKOMMIIA 3a 3T Tofbl. CIIOBHO pyXHyJa
IUIOTHHA, ¥ Ha HETO OOPYIIMJIMCH BCE CTPaxXu TOW HOYM, KOTOpAsi MPEeBPaTUIIACh B KOIIMAp, MPH-
XOJUBIINI K HEMY ITOYTH €KESHOIIHO.

[Toe3n mpocHYICS OT CUIIBHOTO TOJTYKA U IUKUX KpUKOB. CTpersuin coBceM 0mu3ko. B kopu-
JI0pe TOTaJIM 3JOPOBEHHBIMHU caroraMu. Psijiom B KyTe, TOJDKHO OBITh, YOUBAJIH YeIOBEKA — TaM
KTO-TO XPHUIIEN U JYNUI HOTAMU B CTEHKY C TAaKOW CHJIOHN, YTO OHA MPOTHYIAaCh.

— Jlexxure, nexxute! — BCTPEBOXKUIICS OTEIl M BHICKOYHMIT U3 KYTIE.

Bonbuie Kocrs ero He Bunen. Takum oH eMy U 3alIOMHUIICS — B pyOalike, JpKMHCAX U Tarnod-
Kax Ha 0ocy Hory. B crenyromiee MrHOBeHHE B KOPHIOPE PA3IAINCh BBICTPEIBI, U MaTh, COO0pa-
3MB, UTO K UEMY, 3allIEJIKHYJIA IBEPb Ha «cobauky». C Ipyroil CTOpPOHBI B HEE TOTYAC YAAPUIIU YEM-
TO TSKEJIbIM, MaCCUBHBIM. JIOMHYIIO 3€pKaJio, OJIETENHN OCKOIKH.

— Jle3p! — Marth cxBaTuia €ro, COHHOr0 ¥ HUYEro He MOHMMAIOILET0, 3aBEpHYJIa B OAESIO,
YMOKHYJIa B J100 U BBITOJIKHYJAa B OKHO.

Koctst mutennysncst Ha rpaBuii u 00apHO yaapuiics. OH XOTel 3aluiakaTh OT CTpaxa, HO emle
CTpariHee ObUTO TO, YTO MaTh HE BHINPBITHYJIA 32 HUM CJIEJIOM M YTO B KyTI€ MTPOUCXOIUIIO YTO-TO
KYTKOE U HEMOHTHOE. TaM MeJIbKau CTpalIHble TEHHU.

— Kocrsa! beru! beru... — ycnpiman oH KpUK W, KOHEYHO e, HUKy/a HE TMOOeXall, a KaK
IIPUBS3aHHBIN MOLIEII BCJIE, 32 TPOHYBIIUMCS IOE310M, II0KA HE ITOKA3aJ10Ch 3TO YPOMIUBOE JIULIO
CO HIPaMOM.

YenoBeK, OCKaIMBIINCH, BRICYHYNICS M3 OKHA. B pyke y HEro ObUI MHCTOJIET, OH LENUICS B
KocrTto, a 3atem BoicTpenuin: «bax! bax! bax!» U rorna Kocta aeiictBurensHo ucnyrancs u nooe-
aJl, a IOTOM TPHU JHS NPATAJCS HA MOMyCTAHKE, 0’KUAAsl BO3BPALLECHUS pOJUTEINEH.

Teneps ATOT YenoBeEK JeKal nepe HUM 1 Obu1 MepTB. MepTBee He ObiBaeT. KpoBb oTimna ot
JMIA, OHO CAENAI0Ch OeNIbIM KaK Mel U 0e3pa3IMyHbIM KO BCEM JIEPEBEHCKUM cTpacTsaM. OIHaKo
1Ipam, MPOXOJUBLINI Yepes3 JIEBOE BEKO, OCTABUI IV1a3 OTKPBITHIM, U OT 3TOT0 Ka3ajoCh, YTO MEPT-
BEll MOAMISIAbIBAECT 32 HUMU. J[0OUTH ObI €ero Hajo Ha BCAKMM ciydail, nogyman Kocts, 4yToObl
HaBepHsKa, YTOOBI HE MPOCHYJICS, a MOAO0X OKOHYATEIHLHO U OECIIOBOPOTHO, J1a KAK-TO TIIYTO MpU
BCEX, CKaXYT ITOTOM, YTO s [ICKX, WM 3aCMEIOT, 4ero gooporo. M He nobwi, 3acrecHsuics Yebora
u Jlpronyens — B 0011eM, orutonian 6€3 Mepbl, O YeM IMOTOM J0JIT0 coxaes. XoTs ecliu Obl 100w,
TO HUYETO MOCJIEAYIOIIEr0 HE CIYyYMI0Ch Obl M HE Pa3BUJIOCH B ITTMHHYIO-UIMHHYIO UCTOPHIO.

— CuipI1b, — ckazan YeboT, — TOBOPAT, OXOTHUK K HaM 3a0pes U pacCKa3bIBall, UTO 3TU CaMble
KaliMaHbl, — OH KUBHYJI Ha MEpTBELa, — Ha boblI0i 3emiie BIacTh OONbIIYI0 UMEOT.

— Moxert ObIThb, — ckazain Kocts. — 5 He 3Hato. Celiuac «BpeMsi-Mapb», Bce MOXKET ObITh. Ham-
TO BCE PaBHO, Mbl Ha OTLINOE )KUBEM.

— OHO-TO Tak, KOHEYHO, — cormtacwicsa YeboT u Bapyr 3aopain Ha [pronaens: — Hy uto Tbl
croutib? [laBaii! — M cxBaTui1 MepTBsKa 3a PYKY.

Kocts — 3a npyryro. Pyka Obu10 HerHymascsi, kak gepeBsuika. J{proHienb HEYKIIIoKe IpU-
CTpomJics K Horam. MepTBsik oka3ajcst oueHb TsKeJabIM. OHU BTPOEM TOJIBKO C TPEThEN MOMBITKU
NEPEBAJIUIIN €0 B TEJIETY.

— Hy BoT Tak-To nyume! — mogmurayn Kocre UeboT, oTpsxuBas pyku.

KocTs cen B Tenery tak, uToObl He BUAETH Juua yourtoro. [loka oHu exanu Haszan, HOTU
JIECAHTHHKA B BBICOKMX apMeWCKHX Oepuax meBeiawiuchk, 1 Kocre ka3aiock, 4TO TOT OXKHMBAET.
Heckonbko pa3 oH ucnmyranHo 000padnBaiics, JIOBS Ha ce0e He MeHee NCITYTaHHbIN B3I JproH-
nensi. Bo3ne noma 3uMuHON MOTpy3uiu mylieMmerduka, koroporo mnoactpenus Kocts. Camoe
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HENPUATHOE 3aKJII0YAJIOCh B TOM, YTO TOJIOBa y MyJIEMETYHKa OKa3ajach BUMCTYIO pa3iaBiieHa
KoJiecamu OpoHeTpancnopTepa. YeOoT Benen [proHaento B3sITh y 3UMHUHON OMOWHOE BEIPO U
COCKPECTH JIOTIaTON B HETO TO, YTO OCTAI0Ch OT rosioBbl. HexopoIo kak-To OblI0 OCTaBIATh pa3-
JTABJICHHYIO TOJIOBY Ha 3EMIIE.

[Tapy pa3 [prouzaens BeIpBaJIO B TO ke camoe Beapo. Oru ¢ YeOOTOM HE YCIenH U TI1a30M
MOPIHYTb, KaK OH €ro Opocuil U o0exasl o €AUHCTBEHHOMN YJIHIIE IEPEBHU, CIOBHO TPYCIMBBIN
3as11l, HECMOTPsI Ha TO 4To YeOoT cBUCTEN €My BIOTOHKY U 00€Ial Npu BCTPEUe CUIIbHO HaMATh
OoKa.

— Yo Mbl, 32 HEro JOJKHBI BKajblBaTh?! — BO3MYILAJICS OH U HUKAK HE XOTEN YCIOKau-
BaTbCsl. — Hy momnaauce Tl MHE, TOJICTOIY3bIH yponen!

YerBeproro mepTesika Psi0oii n nepeBeHCKHE MY>KHKH CO 3714 TaK MCKaJCUWIIH, 4TO, KOTIa
CTaJIu ero NogHuMarh, Kocre mokasanocs, 4To y TOTO B HOTax U pyKax I10 JIMITHEMY CycTaBy o0pa-
30Bajioch. Hamasiuce oHM ¢ HUM OoJiblile, YeM CO BCEMU OCTallbHbIMU. KoCT4 ellie HUKora Tak He
yctaBai. A Ye6oTy, Ka3ajioch, X0Tb Obl XHbI. OH TOJIBKO €111€ SIPOCTHEM CTal MOHOCUTH [[proHens.

OHu ¢ TPYZIOM CKUHYJIM MEPTBSAKOB U3 TEJIETH HA JIEAHUK, HAUBHO I0J1aras, YTo BbITACKUBATh
UX OTTYyJa OyJeT KTO-TO ApyTroil. B nepeBHe Ob110 /1Ba 00111€CTBEHHBIX JIEIHUKA, IOCTPOCHHBIX €111e
B cepeiHe mpouuioro Beka. Korna-to peiOHas apTenb XpaHwiv B HUX pblOy. Tak OHO ¥ ITOBENIOCH:!
IpH JIFOOOM CTpOE OOIIECTBEHHYIO PHIOY B TEIJIO€ BPEMs T'0J1a XPAHHIIU B JIETHUKAX, JIE]T B KOTOPBIX
BO300HOBIISUTH KaXKAYI0 3uMy. [10 BecHe OMH U3 HUX OCBOOOIMIICA.

YeOoT mocMOTpent B YEpHYIO MACTh JETHUKA M TOMPOCHII, C BOXK/ICICHHEM ITOTIISAIbIBAs Ha
HOX B pasrpyske:

— [Topapw...

— Henbas, — KocTst momopiuics, kak oT 3yOHO#H 00711, — HE MOE. ..

— Hy 1 yt0o?.. — utnHUYHO cruttoHys YeOoT 1 BRICMOPKAJCs, KaK My>KHK Ha CEHOKOCE, a PyKU
BBITEP O MOJIECKMHOBBIE IITaHbl. — CKaXkellb, YTO NOTEPSLIL. ..

Ero rnaza, yepHble, KaKk 3padoK pyKbsi, TpeOOBaTeIbHO ycTaBUIHCh Ha KocTro. MoXeT ObITh,
Koctst 1 mogapun Okl €My 3TOT HOX, Ja HE OBIJIO B TE€X IIa3aX HU JIPY>KOBI, HU PACTIOIOKEHHS, a
OJIHO YKEJAHUE 3aN0JIyYuTh HOX, IyCTh JaXXe LIEHOM HenpusTHocTen 1 Koctu.

— 51 651 cka3an, — B30xHYJ KocTd, — HO Bellb Thl 3HAEIIb HAILLIETO aTaMaHa.

— 3Hato, — noHumaroie kuBHyn Ye6ot. — Toraa mouwim 10MoH, KpaTb 0X0Ta.

— IMomnm, — cornacmica KocTss 1 HEMHOTrO MOrofsi CIpOCHII, ONVISHYBUIMCH HA JIEAHUK: —
3auem MbI 910 nenaeM? [loxoponunu Obl, u Bee!

— 51 cam He 0YeHB-TO MOH, — 0TBeTUI UeboT. — Bo3ucsk 31ech ¢ Humu. ImaBHoe, uro Ps6oit
CKazaJl: MOJIOKUTE Ha Jiend, ¥ Touka! Bean Tel 3Haeb ero?! — exuiHo 400aBHII OH, HAMEKas Ha HOX.

KocTs cnenan Bua, 4To HUUETO HE MOHSII.

— 3Haro, — COMIAacUJICs OH U MOAyMaJl, 4YTO BCE PaBHO HOXK HE OTAACT, — EMY BUJHEE.

Ha »ToM 1 pazonuiuce, Kax/plii B CBOIO CTOPOHY, 00a rnepema3aiuch B Ipsi3d U KPOBH, U
xorga Kocts saBuncs nomoit, Kcenns JlaHnnoBHA TOJBKO BCIUIECHYNA PyKAMMU:

— XopouIo XoTk OTell Aorajaics 6aHbKy 3aTonuTb. COpachIBail BEPXHIOI 0Ky U Maplil
MBITHCSI.

KocTtst ckunyn B yros, mopainblie OT IEYH, pasrpys3Ky, Ty[a K€ IMOCTaBUJ «ILJIa3MaTpoOH»,
CXBaTWJI CMEHHOE Oelbe U mobekan B OaHbKy Ha Kpail oropoja.

[Tonepek oropona nposeraad MOCTKH, 10 00€ CTOPOHBI KOTOPHIX POCIH KapTOILIKa, JIyK, B
TETUTUIIE TTO]] CTEKJIOM BETBIJIMCH IOOETH OTypla. 3a OrOpoJoM TeK MIMPOKHUNA U IITyOOKHH pydeid,
B KoTopoM KocTs B neTcTBe 0B neckapel u ykieek. [1o qpyryio cTopoHy pydbsi, 3apOCILEro
CTPEJIOJIUCTOM M BOIOKPAcOM, pa30eracs JIyT, a yKe 3a JJyroM HauuHaiics Jlec npenkos.

B 6ane naxyio Gepe30BbIMU BEHMKaMU U BIIaXHBIM BO3ayXoM. KocTs TopormBo paszaencs,
CTapasch KaK MO’KHO MEHBIIIE CTyIaTh HA MOKPBIE, CKOJIb3KUE MTOJIOBULIbI, CXBATWJI YUCTYIO HIAKNKY,

30



M. BenosepoB. «Bo3amesgue TeneHrepa»

Oepe30BbIii BEHUK W HBIPHYJI B MBUIbHIO, OPHEHTUPYSCH HA €IMHCTBEHHOE OKOIIIKO, KOTOPOE CBE-
THJIOCH B TJTyOMHE YEPHOTO MPOCTPAHCTRA.

Cemen TumodeeBHY KPSIKHYIT OTKY/Ia-TO U3 TEMHOTHI:

— JIBeph-TO, ABEPH-TO!..

KocTst mormmotHee 3akpblil pa30yXIIyro ABEpPb, MO0 HU3Y KOTOPOH TSAHYJIO XOJOIAKOM, U IIar-
HYJ TyJa, TJe JO/DKHA ObuTa OBITh Medb ¢ KomioM. OH IJISCHYN B AWKy KHITSATKA, pa30aBHII €ro
XOJIOAHOM BOAOW M3 OOYKH U TMOIIEN Ty/a, TAe, Oeses TOJIbIM TeJIOM, MBLICS OTEIl.

— Hy-Ka... — BOMHCTBEHHO CKa3aj TOT ¥ OKaTWil KOCTIO XOJIIOAHON BOIOM.

KocTst B3BBUT OT HEOXKMIAHHOCTH, XOTS 3HAI 3Ty JEKYPHYIO IIYTKY OTIA, W, CYACTIIMBO
3aCMESIBIIINCH, IPUHSJICS MBIThCS. Bce ero ropecTs MOMEHTIBHO UCTIAPWIIMCH, U OH CHOBA OIILY-
THJI ce0sl JoMa, TJIe CIIOKOWHO U YIOTHO H TJ€ MOXKHO HE OOSTHCS, YTO TeOEe MPOCTPEIISIT TOJIIOBY
WIH COXKTYT U3 «IUIa3MaTpoHay.

[ToTom OHM TepiH KECTKUMU BUXOTKAMHU JIPYT APYTY CIHHBI, PAIOCTHO KPSKAIN, CMEHIIIN
10 TPY Ta3HWKa BOJBI M, HAMBIBIIKNCH, MMONATNCH B MapmwibHi0. OTell IiecHy)I Ha KamHH. [lap ¢
HIMTICHUEM YIapHJI BBEPX M MTHOBEHHO 3arlOJHUII KPOXOTHOE rnomenieHue. Emnie octpee 3amaxio
COCHOBBIMH JIOCKaMH U paclapCHHBIMU BCHHKAMH.

— Hy-ka... naBaii! — Cemen TumodeeBuu 3a0pajics Ha BEpXHIOO MOJIKY, IIOYTH ITOJT TIOTOJIOK,
I7Ie HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIO AbIarh. — [logmait!

KocTst mecHyn eme v BRIXBATHII U3 BElIpa BEHUK, B KOTOPOM OH OTMOKAJT.

— C OTTSKKOH. .. C OTTSKKOM. .. — pyKOBOJMJI IMPOIIECCOM OTEIl.

Kasx b1t pa3 nmponcxoauao oaHO U TO e, U Bpoae O0b1 KocTs ctapascs, u Bpone ObI fenai Bce
KakK ITOJIOKEHO, aH HEeT, KaXKIbIi pa3 He Tak U He 3TaK. Uepes MATh MUHYT HE BBIJCPIKAI, CKATHIICS
BHMU3, I7I€ OBIJIO HE TaK kKapKo.

— Cnabax! — nHacmenumBo ckazan Cemen Tumodeesnu. — [lognaii-ka eme! — Cen v mpuHSIICS
caM ce0sl OXa)XMBaTh BEHUKOM U 10 HOTaM, M 1o OOKaM, W IO CHHE, purosapusas: — 0-0-0-X,
XOPOIIIO, 0-0-0-X, XOPOIIO... 0-0-0-X, 0JIaKEHCTBO!

JKuBoT y Hero ObUTO OONBINOH, Kak Oyp/IIOK, TOJIOBa ceasi, a Ia3a J00pbie-100pbie U BHU-
MareJbHbIe, HO BMECTE C TEM CTPOTHE.

KocTst HEeMHOTO mMocCHaeN BHH3Y, YyBCTBYS, YTO MCXOIUT MOTOM, M BBIOPAJICS B MBUILHIO,
KOTOpas IMOKa3aJlaCh €My PAaeM IO CPAaBHEHUIO C MAPHOW, OMOJIOCHYJCSA MPOXJIAJHOW BOAOU M
BBIIIIEI OfieBaThCsl. M TObKO "epes mosyaca, Korjaa OH yKe CHICN Ha YIulle, IypsCch Ha 3aXO0/s-
niee connie, Cemed TumodeeBrnd BeIOpaics n3 0aHM, 3BIKHYJI KPBIIIKOM Ha BEAPE U, UCIIUB KBACY,
KPUKHYIT:

— Kocrs, TBI 30€CH?

—3nech, 0aTs, 31€eCh... — orBeTHa KocTs.

— Ckaxxu marepu, 4To s ceituac npuay. OCTbIHY U IPULY.

— Xoporo, 0ats, — ckazan Kocts u momiesn B 1oM.

% % %

— Otkyna Takas namka? — OJIM30pyKo MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OTEll, KUBHYB Ha Opy:xue. — OH mouc-
KaJl Ha MOJIOKOHHUKE OYKH C NMEePEBA3aHHBIMH JTy>KKaMHU, HAIICTIMII UX W MPUANPIHBO BO33PUIICS B
yroi. — UTo-To s TaKOTro paHbIlIe HE BUAEN, — IEPEBET BOPOCUTENbHBIN B3I Ha KocTro.

— C nepesana, — ckazan Kocts, oxxuias, 94To OTel] HAYHET ero pyrarh 3a rudens Kocoro.

OpHAaKo OTeIl TOJBKO IMOKayasl rOJI0BOM M CKa3all, He O0OAPSS U HE TIOPHIIAS:

— 3Ha4YHUT, BBl €0 BCe-TaKu COMIM?

— Cowunu, 6atst, — npusHaiicsa Kocts ¢ TsokensiM cepiieM, OToMY UTo, TI0 €T0 MHEHHIO, 0c000
xBaTarbcs ObUTO HeueM. Ho mobaBui Ha BCsiKUiA citydail, 94To0bl peabunuTupoBath ceds: — [1naz-
MeHHas mryka. ll{enkaer, Kak KHYT.

Jlpyroro cpaBHCHHSI OH HE HAIIIEN, XOTS JaKe KHYT MO0 CPABHEHHIO C «ILIA3MaTPOHOM) IIEI-
KaeT CJIUIIKOM MEJICHHO.
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Cemen TumoeeBUY XMBIKHYIL:

— Hy-ny... a Tenepsb yto?

B ero Bompoce Tannach NOJKOBBIPKa, HAIpaBJICHHAs! U IPOTUB HOBOTO OPYXKHUsl, U IPOTUB
Psi6oro, u BoOOIIE IPOTUB BCEW 3TON 3alyMKHU C «BEPTOJETOM», KOTOPOMl OTEl| HE MOHUMAN M,
BUJHO, CLIOPMJI ¢ PSIObIM Ha 3TOT cyeT.

KocTst mogymai, 4ro orerl, Kak 4eloBeK cyrybo MupHo# npodeccun, He IIOOUT yOUBaTh 1
HE JIFOOUT BOWHEI.

— Iloyem s 3Ha10? — MOXKAJ OH IJIEYaMH U MO-MALAHBYU IIMBITHYJ HOCOM, JjaBasi [IOHATh, YTO
ellle He 10pOcC J0 B3pOCIOro, YTO OH CBOE JIEJIO CJEJajl U C HETrO B3ATKU IVIaJIKH.

JelicTBuTensHO, MycTh y PssOoro romoBa 0OMUT, momgymall OH. 3aBTpa sl CBOE PYKbE ClIaM,
a TaM XOTbh TpaBa HE pacTH. A YTO OTEI| UMEJT B BUAY CBOUM KOPOTKUM U UPOHUYHBIM «HY-HY»,
Koctst Tak 1 He MOHSAI, XOTS MOAYyMaJ, YTO 3Ta UCTOPHS OyAEeT MMETh MPOJODKeHHE. BOT KaxkeTcs
MHe Tak, 1 Bce TyT! He maii Oor, koHeuHo. CTOUT MOTOBOPUTH C aTaMaHOM IOCEpbE3Hee, MyCTh
OH PAaCCKaXXeT O CBOMX IIJIaHaX HAacyeT «BepToieTra» u npouero. Ilycts! Ilymnika — oHO, KOHEUHO,
XOpO11I0, HO Be/Ib KUK 1 0e3 Hee. Kak Obl He HakIMKaTh ceOe Ha TOJIOBY eIie 0HOH Oebr!

[Tepen emoit orert BbITUI cTO TpaMM camorona. C y/IoBOJIbCTBUEM KPSKHYIL.

— Tebe emie Henb3s! — 3aMeTHI1 Oe3aneIIIUOHHBIM TOHOM M MPUHSJICS TOJIOYb B JIOKKE
KPYIIHYIO COJIb U JIOJIbKY YecHOKa. — Momof emie... ycneeulb NOoNUTh BOAKU-TO. JlypHOe neno
HexuTpoe!

KocTst noBonbCcTBOBaICS KPYKKOH sIIPEHOr0 KBaca Ha xMmelnto. Pasymeercs, eMy yxe ciiyda-
J0Ch MPoOOBaTh CAMOTOH, HO IPU POAMUTENSX 3TU CBOU 3HAHUS OH HE AeMOHCTpUpoBail. Hu k uemy,
CTIOKOWHEee KHUTh OymyT. Ml OHM IPUHSINCH €CTh. 32 HABAPHUCTHIMU LIAMH TIOCIIEOBATH TIETbMEHH,
IOCBIIIAHHBIE 3€JIEHBIM JIYKOM, 07 KoTopble CeMeH TuModeeBnd XI0MHYI €1e CTO TPaMM.

— OTtkyna, mama?.. — yausuicsa Kocts.

— Ewb, e, eme nomioxy, — oretuia goBosibHas Kcenus JannioBHa.

JomxHo OBbITh, U3 CTpaTernyeckux 3amacoB, cooopasuin Kocrsa. [lon capaem y HuX 0611 COO-
CTBEHHBIH JIETHUK, a €1€ 3UMON OTEell KyIIHJI y OJIEHEBOJIOB TYILY OJICHSI.

[Tocne enpl 3axorenock cnarb. OH CUAET U KJI€BaJ HOCOM, JOXKHUIAACh, KOrJa MOECT OTell,
IIOTOM IOILIENCS K ce0e U TYT K€ YCHYI, €Ba KOCHYBILINCH NOAYIIKH.

brvxe x monynoun Kcenust [lanunoBHa 3aiia B KOMHaTY, 3a00TJIMBO YKpbLIa ero, Ho KocTs
HUYEro He 1nouyBcTBOBaJ. OH CHOBA MEpEKUBaA COOBITHS JIHS, Oeral, CTpessyl U HUKaK He MOT
yOUTB YeI0BEKa CO IIPAMOM.

[Ipocuyncs on no3nHo. CosHIle BOBCIO CBETUJIO B OKHO. Ha TyMOOUKe y M3rosioBbsl CTOSUI
CTaKaH C MOJIOKOM, PSIIOM Ha caji(eTke Jiexalna Kparwoxa xjeoa.

KocTs 3anmom ocymini ctakaH, B3sUl Kpatoxy U BbILIEN OOCUKOM B OOJIbIIY0 KOMHATY. XOpO-
mui y Hux 061 oM. Teruiblil, ctapbiil u ckpunyuuil. [IpusitHo B HeM Obu10 kuTh. [IpusTHO OBLIO
BCTaTh BOT TaK yTPOM U IIPOUTHUCH 110 YUCTHIM [10JIOBULAM, BAOXHYTh BO3YX, IPOIUTAaHHbBIH 3ara-
XOM s10J10K. SI0710KHM 10 TTO3HEH BECHBI XPAaHUJIUCH HA XOJIOMHON CTOPOHE I0Ma — BEpaH/Ie.

Kcenus JlanniioBHa BBIITISIHYJIA C KyXHH:

— Ceituac kymarh Oynem.

[Taxs0 nupoxxkkamu ¢ iykom. Ho He ycnien Koctst yMbIThCA, Kak mpuOexkan Majaol, ChIH TETKH
Hycwu, 4T0 *Kuia yepes J1Ba 1oMa:

— KnnuyT 1e06s1, aTamaH Benen NpuiTH.

— Ceituac, — oro3Bancst Kocts. — Untu Hafo... — M3BUHSIOMIUMCS TOHOM CKa3ajl OH MaTepH.

— Wnu, uay, KOHEYHO, MUPOKKOB TOJIBKO BO3bMH.

— Jla st ObICTpO, OJTHA HOTA 371eCh, ApyTas TaM, — noobdeman Kocrs.

OH 3a0exas B KOMHATy, TOMCKaJ, yero HaaeTh. Cy/s Mo Bcemy, Ha YiuIle ObUIO TTPOXJIaTHO.
[lomyman u Hanen, B Haaex e nopasuth Bepky [lanTioxuny, cButep «00i13» U J)KUHCHI «MaBUH.
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CBepxy, KOHEYHO, JIIOOMMYI0 CYKOHHYIO KypPTKY, IEPEIINUTYIO U3 apMENHCKON IIMHEH, a HA HOTH —
KUp3a4H, Hy U «KMEHHUHTUTKY», pa3yMeeTcs, He 3a0bL1.

— Bce, ma, — cka3an oH, IOIXBaThIBas U3 yIVia «IJIa3MaTpoH» U pasrpysKy, — s mooexal.

— K 06eny o0si3arensHo Oyap noma! — KpUKHY/IA MaTh.

— O0s13aTenbHO! — OTBETHII OH M BBICKOYHII HA YIIHILY.

HecMoTps Ha sipko CBETUBIIEE COJIHLE, HAKPAIBIBAJ MEJIKUM JOXKAUK, JaKe HE JOXKIAUK —
B BO3JyXE BHCEJ]a MeJIKas BoJsHas Nblb. JleHb oOemian ObITh BETpEHBIM. Jlec cTosa TeMHBIH,
B3bepouIeHHbIN. [[apaliika Heca cBOU BOAbI, KaK BCET1a, CTPEMUTEILHO U OTHOBPEMEHHO JIEHUBO,
Kak ¥ 1moio6aet O0JIbIIoi, Cepbe3HO peke. B rmyOuHe ee, TaM, riie OHa MOXoIuIa Ha Oy ThIJIOYHOE
CTEKJIO, MO/ KAMHSIMH CTOSJIM HEIIyTaHblE XapUyChl C OTPOMHBIMHU, KaK Mapyca, IJIaBHUKAMHU.

Hepesus Tenenrem cuntanach OONBIION, B HEM OBUIO MOJICTAa JBOPOB, a YKHUJIU B HEH YepHO-
BOJIOCBIE, CKYJIACThIE U y3KOIJIa3ble TEJIEHIEPHI.

KocTs cben mapy nupoXXKoB ¢ KalyCTOM U JIYKOM, OCTaJbHbIE 3aBEPHYJI B KYJIEK U 3aCyHYI
B KapMaH. Jlomraau, Ha KOTOPBIX OHH €3N COMBATH «BEPTOJIET», CAMH MPHIIUIA B IEPEBHIO, UX
paccennany, 1 OHU OpOAMIIM 110 JIYTY, OIIUIIbIBast TpaBy. Ha muiomanu nepen 1iepkoBbIO TOJIUIICS
Hapon. [loxoske, Bce TOIBKO-TOIBKO MPUILLIHM € TOTOCTA.

Ps60ii yBuz€n ero u BOCKIMKHYIM:

— A BoT ¥ Haw repoit! MbI ciennanbHO Janu Tede nocnars.

— 3ps, — paccrpouscs Koers, — 51 kak Bee. ..

— Hugero, Huyero, — ynbidasce, Bo3pa3mi Ps0oii, — mocmai, u xoporro. MoioasM 0osbiie
cnarb Hajo.

TonoBa y Hero Obua mepeBsizaHa, JieBasi pyKa BHCENA HA MEPEBS3H M3 CTapOro TaJiCTyKa.
Brimsinen Psi6oit smydie, uem Buepa, TOIBKO MO I71a3aMH OCTAIUCH TEHH, J1a TOPO OH MOPIIHIICS
SIBHO OT OOJI B pyKe. A B OCTAJIBHOM OBLI, KaK W TPEXK/Ie, IIMPOKUM, KPSDKUCTHIM OOEBBIM aTaMa-
HOM C POH3UTEJIbHBIMHU YEPHIOLIUMHU IT1a3aMH, TOHUMAIOLIUM B 3TOM )KM3HU HEUTO OOJIbLIEE, UEM
npyrue, 1 nostomy KocTs 3aBuoBain emy.

— Opy>kue 3aHecH KO MHE B JIOM U BO3Bpaiaics, — qo0aBui Ps6oil, OpocuB B3MIsia HA pas3-
Ipy3Ky U «maasMaTpon». — [lomunars Oynem. [lomoxau. .. — OH BITAIMII U3 pa3rpy3KH YEpHBIN
HOX C 3alleTioM MOJ pyKy, xjionHyn KocTro no mieuy u ckazan: — Hy uau. ..

Kocte mouemy-To ObL10 5kaJib paccTaBaThCs C HOKOM, CIOBHO OH CTAJI €r0 JINYHBIM OPYKHUEM.
On, npaBza, X0TeJ 3aUKHYThCSI HACUET TEX, KTO BAJISUICS Ha JIEHUKE, YK OYEHb y HETO HE JexKala
Jyllla K TOMY, 4YTO OHU TaM HE 3alepThl, HO aTaMaH YK€ Pa3BEpHYJICS U KoMaHoBan 0abamu u
JETbMHU:

— Tak, HecuTe Bce B KiIyO, a Thl, Aradbsi, coerail BMeCTe ¢ HUM KO MHE 32 CAMOTOHOM.

Koctst pazouapoBaHHO B3IOXHYN M TOIUIENCS Bclien 3a crapoil Aradbeit CriupuIoHOBOM.
CkonbKO OH ce0st TOMHUII, OHA BCer/a Oblia TaKoW — CyXOH M TIOCKOH, KaK JJOCKa, B HEU3MEHHOM
YEepHOM IIJIaTKE M YePHOH JK€ CyKOHHOH 00Ke. A BOT Ha HOTax y Hee Ha ATOT Ppa3 BMECTO MPUBBIY-
HBIX PE3MHOBBIX CaIor OBIIM KaKKWe-TO CTPALIHO JIOTIOTOIHEIE JakoBble Ty(iu. HaBepHoe, crierm-
albHO HaJleNa Ha MOMUHKHU, HacMelUIMBO noaymai Kocts M TyT e yCThIAMICS, BCTIOMHUB, YTO
3BepoB Bacuiuii 0611 €€ coceoM cripaBa ¥ 9TO OHHU JIPYKUJIH CEMBSIMU, U CTAJIO OBITh, TY(IIU OHA
HaJIeIa U3-3a YBAKEHUS K aMsTH MOKOWHOTO.

B nome aramana xo3giiHM4Yany xeHa aramana Knasaus, )KeHINMHA 3JI0BpEAHAs M OCTpast Ha
SI3BIK, ¥ JIB€ JI0YEPH, OFIHA U3 KOTOPBIX ObLIa 3amyxeM 3a Ctenoit AHUKUHBIM. CTenaH ObUT Ha TPU
roaa crapure Koctu u B HacTosiiee Bpems IbITall CHaCTbe Ha «IpoMbIcie» Jloyxu. Bropas nous,
MITaIast, elle urpaja ¢ KyKjiaMu.

KocTst monmoxun pasrpy3Ky U «I1a3sMaTpoH» B CEHSX, TAE yKe JIeKA SILUK C OPY>KHEM, a Ha
CTEHE BUCEJH JIBE JKEIThIe KOOYphl C MUCTOJIETAMHU, €LIE Pa3 MOKajIesl 0 YEPHOM HOXE, KOTOPBIN
€My Hy OY€Hb IIOHpaBWICA, U BEpHYJICs B ropHuLly. M3 kyxHu Hecno yagoM. JKena Paboro, pa3ma-
XHBasl BUJIKOM, KOMaH0BaIa:
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— Bo3pMerte 3Tu 4eTbIpe KOP3UHbI U Oy ThLIb!

O takux B nepeBHE 00bIYHO roBopmin: «Eciu 1eBka — To Ha BCIO yiuIly, eciau 6aba, To Ha
BCIO TIeYbY. 310poBa Obuta KimaBmus T€710M BO BCeX OTHOIICHUSX U OCTpa Ha SI3BIK, 4TO OpUTBA.

— ByTbuib kyna? — pacrepstHao cipocui KocTs u mogymain: He B 3yObl sxe?

B xop3uHax ObLia apeHas pbl0a U IyYKH CBEXKETO JIyKa.

— 1 nomory! — nponuiana miaamas Karbka, o0cbllaHHast MyKol € TOJIOBBI /10 HOT, U ClIep-
Hynna ¢ ce0s papTyk, Ipu 3TOM OHA C Mpe3peHreM Opocwita B3 Ha Aradero, a ¢ Kocrell Tak
cTajla KOKeTHUYAaTh, YTO y HETO MOKPACHEIH YIIU U 3aXOTEJIOCh MOOBICTPEee OKUHYTH JIOM aTa-
MaHa.

— Kyptky Tonbko Hazens, nuranuna, Kyprky! M B camorax-to, B camorax, a TO IPOCTbI-
Helb! — kpukHyna Knasnus, opyaysi BUIKOM Ha OTPOMHBIX CKOBOPOJIAX, ITI€ )KapUIICS Xapuyc.

ByTtbuis ObUTa uyTh 1M HE B J1Ba pa3a Ooibiie camoi Karbku. OHa o0XBaTnia ee, Kak CBOIO
camylo JTIIOOMMYIO KyKITy, U, C BBI30BOM B3NIIsIHYB Ha Koctio, monepina. [{o kiy6a monum 6e3 mpu-
KJIIOUEHUH, XOTS OT/AbIXaJH, IPUCAXUBASCh HA JaBOYKH, TpH pa3a. Pazymeercs, Kocta nonec 6l
CBOM KOP3HWHEI B JIBa cueTa, Aa Manas Karbka u ctapas Aradps Ha TaKOW MOABHUT HE CIIOCOOHBI
obui. Hy u xoHeuHo, Katbka, HayueHHast KEeM-TO U3 MOJPYT, TO U Jieno kujaita Ha Koctio B3misn
CBOMX TEMHO-KapuXx ria3. Bor Mononexs nomuia, yausisuics Kocts, HEBOJIbHO TyUIYysCh IIEpE HE
110 ToJ1aM OOWKOW JEBYOHKOH.

Kiry® ObLT MOCTpOEH ele BO BpeMeHa COBETCKOM BIACTH — KAMCHHBIN, JIIMHHBIA, Kak
kazapma. [lotom B HEM ObLIO MpaBlIeHUE KOJIX03a, TOTOM MIPABJICHUE apTEIH, TIOTOM C OJJHOU CTO-
POHBI — [TOYTA, a C APYTON — MEJIYHKT, HO TIOMEILEHUE TaK MO MPUBBIYKE M HAa3bIBAJIOCh: «KIIyO»,
Y HUKaK MHaye. 3aTeM, Korja Mojia Ha aTeu3M 3aKOHYMIIACh, PSIIOM BbIpOCiIa TpeXIiiaBas HEPKOBb
C SIPKO-3€JICHOM KPBIIIEH, a BOKPYT HEPKBH MOCAIMIN IEPCUICKYIO CHPEHb U BO3BEIH 3a00pUHK.

— 51 3neck ocranycs! — nponumana Karbka, yBuias, 0T KaKMX JIAKOMCTB JIOMSATCS CTOJIBI.

JlepeBHst mockpebia o cycekaMm U cOTBOpHIia MOMUHKU. [locie 3Toro oHa noyoxuT 3yObl
Ha MOJIKY, He 0e3 ocHoBaHus noaymain Kocts, u OyieT cuuTarh 3epHBILIKH.

— Wnu x marepu! — norpo3una eii manpiem Aradps CrimpuIoHOBa U HACYIHJIACh M3-TT0]
IUIaTKa.

—Bor eme! — 6oiiko Bo3pasuina Karbka 1 momsITanack 3aTepsAThCs B TONIE, HO Aradbs, BAPYT
IPOSIBUB YyZieca JJOBKOCTH, CXBaTUJIa €€ 3a MOJI0JI:

— Wnu, rosopro!

Kocts He cTan xaarh, 4TO MPOU30MIET JaJble, U MOAOLIE] K CBOUM:

— YeboT 31€Ch?

— Cettuac npuzert. Ero Ps6oii kyna-to mocnan. Te6st Cxen, Tenenensr u Menkuii bec uiyT.

— OOBBUIUCH?

— [TOBUHUTBCS XOTAT.

— SlcHoe neno... A rae onu? — omsHynea Koctst u yBunen Bepky [lanTioxuny.

OHa cTos1a y OKHa U CMOTpEJIa Ha HEero, Kak I0Ka3ajloCh €MY, I'PYCTHBIMU-TPYCTHBIMHU IJ1a-
3amu. Cerogns o0si3arensHO nouenyto ee! — pemmi Kocts. — Eit-6ory! U Totuac 3a6s11 060 Bcem
IPOUCXOJSIIEM.

— A 1o-MoeMmy, KO3JIbl OHU! — [MOCMeI BbICKa3aTh MHEHUE MaloyIeTOK ['HOM. — 3asubs ny1ia
y Hux! Bot ecnu Ol 51 nomesn, s 661 BceM HaBasisu!

KocTst ¢ npe3penneM nocmotpen Ha Hero. Kak Obl Hu Obutn BuHOBaTHl Cken, Tenenenp u
Menkuii bec, He Ae10 MaJIOJIETOK OCYX/AaTh UX. 3AECh JIFOAU €CTh U nocrapiie, nogyman Kocts u
BBICKA3aJICSl HEOPEKHO, HO MHOTO3HAUYUTEIBHO:

— He yuu neayniky Kanuiirs. ..

I'nom Ha Beskuit cimyuait cripsitasncs 3a Yubuca, ceina onHOpykoro CemeHa, KOTOPBIi oTepsiI
PYKY Ha BOWHE C JIIOIbMU-KaiMaHaMU.
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— XoTAT, 4TOOBI ThHI 32 HUX CJIOBEUKO 3amoiBuI nepen Konaparuem AnekcaHApOBUYEM, —
ckazan Llanns u npuMUPUTENTBHO YABIOHYIICS.

Kocts moexwuncs. HoBble 00513aHHOCTH Tepost HUKaK HE YKJIAIBIBAINCH Y HETO B rojiose. Hy
KaKoOH 51 Tepoii, HEBOJIBHO TOIyMal OH, JI000i Obl HA MOEM MeCTe MOCTYNWI TOYHO TaK Ke. A
CJIOBO 3aMOJIBUTh MOYKHO, TIOYEMY HEJIb35, €CJIU TosbKo Psa0oii nocnymaet. Tonbko TonKy-T0o? Bee
PaBHO HapOJ PELINUT [10-CBOEMY.

Korna Kocts cHoBa omisinyincst, Bepku yxxe He Obu10. 3aT0 OH YBUJEN cBOero Bpara Yebora
— TOT LUEJI BJIOJIb 3aJ1a, U BCE, KTO IOMaJajcs eMy Ha MyTH, ycTynaau eMy aopory. Ho nopasumno
Kocrto He 310, a TO, uTO Ha TMy3e Y YeboTa kpacoBaachk xkenTas koOypa ¢ nmucrosieroM. M koHedHo
xe, HeboT ObUT Ha ceZIbMOM HEOE OT CYaCThs, €ro MPOCTO PACIIHPAIIO OT CAMOAOBOILCTBA. Mopaa
€ro JIOCHWJIACh, a HEMOCIYILIHbIE BUXPbI ObUIM HaMa3aHbl MacliOM U YJIOKEHbI Ha PSAMOi mpo0op,
YTO JIeNIajo €ro MOXOKUM Ha CBOEro orua, Banepuana denopoBuya, Korna ToT ObIBajl TPE3B U
ciyxuil MmosieOeH. BoT kak kpanyT y uenoBeka ciaBy! — ¢ ropeusto noayman Koctd u crpamsHo
obunencs Ha Pgaboro. [Tonydaercs, KTo nepBbIM 0Ka3aJICs PSIOM C HaualbCTBOM, TOT U repoil! Emy
CTaJI0 TaK OOMJIHO, YTO OH TYT K€ PELINT YHUTH U CKPBITHCS OT JHOOOMBITHBIX INa3. Teneps emy
Ka3aJI0Ch, UTO BCE TOJIBKO M 3aHATHI TEM, YTO CMOTPSAT HAa HETO U LIEMYYTCS MEXAy co00i O TOM,
Kak He noBe3i0 [IpueMbllly ¥ 4TO HaKOHEL-TO €ro ILEJIKHYIU 10 HOCY, U MPaBWIbHO CHEJallH,
HEUEro JIe3Th BIEPE/ HAINX, TEJIEHI€POB.

Hwuyero He Bus nepen coboit, mo3adeiB o Bepke [TanTioxunol, Kocts, kak B TymaHe, momiesn
K BBIXO[LY, €JI€ NIEPECTABIISSI OTSKEIEBIINE HOTU U CIIBIILA 33 CIIMHOM, KaK eMy Ka3ajloCh, CMELIKU
Y YHU3UTENbHBIN 1menot: «3Hai Hamux!» Ocranoch cienarb JBa-TpyU LIara, 1 MOXHO ObLIO OKa-
3aThCsl HA KPBUIbLE, OBICTPEHBKO CBEPHYTH 3a YIOJl M YOexkaTh OT CThlAa U 00uabl. Bot, oka3biBa-
€TCsl, KaK OLIEHWIM MOHU MOCTYIKH, AyMaJl OH, KaK BAPYT, IOXOJIOZEB B AYIIE, YCIbIIIAI KOMaH -
HBI rosioc Psooro:

— Kocrs!.. — u notom, HemHoro norozs: — Tel kyna?.. Bee 3a cron cagsarcs! A Tbl y Hac
aBHbIN repoit! A Hy-ka croit! [lonoitnu ko Mue!

KocTst moBepHyJicsi ¢ MONHBIMU clie3 [VIa3aMu:

— Konpgparuit AnexkcanapoBud. ..

— Hy e-moe! — BosmyTuics Ps6oit u, kpernko cxBaruB KocTio 3a pyky, IepHYI CHUIBHO U
60mpH0. — Csinp! Csiap v cunu psigom! Jlronu BOKpyT... CTBIIHO!

On nuxnyn KocTio Ha 1aBKy, ¥ TOT MOKOPHO ILIIOXHYJICS Ha Hee. Ps0oH, kKak-TO CTpaHHO
IIOCMOTPEB Ha HETO, OOPATHIICS K COOpaBIIUMCS:

— Hy uro, rocnona-roBapuuiu! Becem Hanunu? BeinbeM 3a CBETIYIO MaMATh HAIIUX OJHO-
cenbual: AHjpes Jlykuna u Bacunus 3BepoBa. Xopoiue 0bi1u Mykuku. Kpenkue, padotsmue!
[ToGomnbIre ObI HaM TAaKHX, IEHBI AEPEBHE HE ObLIO ObI!

Bce noassinuck, Momya BeINuiM, 1 KocTs ToXe BBINMUII CBOM HATHAECIT IPaMM CaMOTOHA U
JlaXKe He TIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KAKOW OH Kpenkui. I1oTom BeIMM eie pas u ele, a OH BCE HE 3aKyChl-
BaJ U He 3aKychbiBasl. M BAPYT, Korja y HEro B rojIOBE MOSIBUJIACH ITyTaroliast JIETKOCTh M OH CTall
CIOJ3aTh C JIABKH, YTOOBI BCE-TAaKU YJIU3HYTh, aTaMaH BCTaJjl, IPOUYUCTUI TOPJIO U CKa3all, OUEHb
CEPbE3HO ISl HA OJHOCEIIbYaH:

— A tenepb, JOPOTHE MOU, BBIIILEM 32 TOTO, KTO CIIAC HAIly JIEPEBHIO, 3a BEPHOIO YEJIOBEKa,
KOTOpBIN BbINOIHMI cBOM foar! CnaBHas y Hac cmeHa pacter! — M mocmotpen Ha KocTro.

KocTs1, koTopblii 10 3TOrO0 CHjie, yCTaBUBLIMCH B TAPEIIKY C XOJIOALIOM, ITO/IHSJI I1a3a: Hallpo-
TUB, 110 JIEBYIO PyKy OT aramaHa, cuzen Yeodot. Hy Bce! —nogyman Kocts, kpacHes eiie Oosnblie, —
ceroans ke yiay Ha Jloyxu! Y ropu oHO Bce CMHUM Tu1ameHeM !

— Beranb, Kocta! — Benen Psi6oii. — Berans! [1ycTh Bce BuasT reposi!

On notanyn Koctio 3a pykas, u Kocts, Majo uto coobpaxast, HOAHSIICSA, CCYTYIUBIINCH U
He 3Hasl, KyJa AeBarb pyKu. Pyrare OynyT, nmoaymain oH oopedeHHo. Hy u mycTh pyratot, Bce paBHO
yiiny B Jloyxu!
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— Ot Bceli iepeBHU Bpydaro TeOe HarpaJHOe OpyXKHe, — MeXay TeM ropopui Psdoit, — nucro-
JIET, KOTOPBIH BBl JOOBLIN B BEPTOJIETE.

C stumu cnoBamu P00ii mose3 Kya-To moji CTOJI ¥ JJOCTaN Ty CaMyIo JKeNTyI0 KoOypy, KOTO-
pasi COBCeM HeaBHO KpacoBajlach Ha mmy3e y YeOora.

— Hocu Ha cnaBy u mosb3yiicst TOJIBKO TOT/A, KOTZa B 3TOM €CTh camasi OCTpasi HeoOXoau-
MOCTB!

KocTs, ormyiieHHbIi TpouCXOAsIIUM, MEXaHUYECKHU B3sU1 OPY>KHE U PYXHYI Ha JaBKy. EmMy
MOMEHTaJIbHO CTaN0 CThIAHO. OH MOKpacHEN Kak paK U FOTOB ObLI MPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MIIIO
u3-3a cBO€H ropssiuHocTU. OJJHAKO HUKTO HUYETrO He 3aMeTuil. Bee npucyTeTByromuye 3axjonaiu B
Ja JI0IIH, BBITTHJIH, a TIOTOM, OJ0OPUTENHFHO NePEIICITHIBAsICh, CEIM HAa CBOM MECTA.

— Hy, maps, — ckazan cocen cripaBa no umeHu MupoH Ilonos, oT KOTOporo naxyio Kpenkum
TabaKOM, a TOJIOC OBIIT HAATPECHYTHIM, KaK CTapblii maTe(oH, — Terephb ThI Tepoii!

— Cmacu60... — orBeTru1 KOCTS ¥ TOJIBKO TOT/Ia OCMENHIICS DISHYTh Ha YeOoTa, 9To0kI mpo-
BEPUTDH CBOE MPEANOI0KEHHUE.

Ha xxuBote y Toro yxe He 66110 K0Oypbl, 1 KocTs moHs1, uTo araman nocnain Yebora 3a sToi
caMoi koOypoil ¥ 4TO KOOypa C MHUCTOJIETOM MpeaHa3Havdantach emy, a He Yebory. Dy, mogyman
Kocrs, Hy u nypak xe s! Ob6uga y Hero MOMEHTAIBHO MPOILIA, Ha TYyIIe CIEeNaJoch JIETKO, U OH
OpUHSIICS 3a Xojozel. [IoToM KTo-To HaBaiui eMy KapTOILIKH, U OH ObuI OarofgapeH BCeM-BCeEM
JIONIIM B KJIyOe, KOTOpbIE, OKa3bIBa€TCsl, JyMall O HEM TOJBKO XOpOILEE, a MJI0XOT0 HUYETo He
nymanu. Hy cnaBa Gory, pagoBaiicst OH, IIPOHECHO. A 51 YK PEIIWII: YTO 3TO 32 HANacTh?

VY3kuii peMenIok KoOypsl OH MPOITYCTHII Yepe3 TUIeUo U oBecuI KoOypy Ha 6ok. OHa npu-
SITHO CKpHIIENIA W TIaxJjia HacTosmie koxkei. [Tocie atoro o yxe modemano msHyn Ha Yebora. K
€ro OrpOMHOMY YAMBIIEHUIO, YeOOT IIIs1e1 Ha HETro BIOJIHE JPY>KETOOHO.

— Hy, a BTopoMy Haliemy reporo Mbl CETO/IHSI BpyYaeM HOX pa3BeIuuKal — He MeHee TopKe-
cTBeHHO IpousHec Ps6oii. — Beranb, Pem! Berans!

Korna Bce Beimmn 3a Yebota, KocTst meperayiics yepes cToi ¥ MOmpoCHIL:

— Jlaii nocmoTpeTs!

PykosiTh HOXa ¢ 3a1ienioM ObUTa Y00HUTOBAs, YEPHOTO IIBETA, a HA JIC3BUU OBLIO BHITPABUPO-
BaHO «3uK 2008». Uto Takoe «3uk»? — npunsuics ragats Kocts. U omste ke Mupon [lomos mpo-
CHUIIEJL:

— 31aT0yCTOBCKUI MHCTPYMEHTAJIbHBIM KOMOUHAT.

— A-a-a... — coracuics Kocrs. — A re 3to?

— Ha VYpane, — noxnyn rabakom Mupos Ilonos. — S tam, 6par, padoran. Ho Bempb xoporuas,
Ha 3Beps WU B pa3Be/IKe — HE3aMEHUMasl BEIIb.

— Cnacu6o, — orBeTrit KocTst ¢ erkoit xymion.

— [Moxanyiicra.

Opnnako TeTka AKyJlIMHA, cTapas BOPOXKesl U 3HaXapKa, MPoXo/isi MUMO, CKa3aa:

— I1n0xoM HOXK. ..

— Ilouemy?! — ynuBuincs Kocts. — Hox kak HOX.

— 3Hak Ha HeM HeAoOphIi. — U momia naneiie pa3HOCUTh AEPEBEHCKUE PA3HOCOIBI.

A JIproHeno 3a ero NoABUIY BPYUMJIU T€ CaMble Yachl, KOTOPHIE OH CHsUI ¢ MepTBsika. Oka-
3aJI0Ch, OTEIl 3aCTaBUJI OTIPHICKA IOBUHUTKCS nepes aramadHoM. Hy, a aramaH no mupore aymieB-
HOH €ro ¥ MPOCTUII — CITMIIKOM 3HAYUTEIBHOE /110 OBUIO CIeTIaHo Ha )OHE BCEOOIIEro HeBE3eHHUS,
Y OH HaJIeSAJICS, UTO CUTYALMs HEPETIOMUTCS U YTO-TO B ITOM MUPE U3MEHUTCSI 17151 IEPEBHU U BCEX,
KTO YKUBET B HEeW. Bes He MOXKeT OBITh, YTOOBI BCE BpeMsi ObLIO IUI0X0, Tymall Psooit.

[ToTtom, Korna MOMUHKY NEPELUIN B 3ayPsIIHYIO MbsHKY, KOTJa CTOJIbl OOHECIH 110 IECATOMY
pa3y ¥ TPEXMECSUYHbIE 3aI1achl I€PEBHU OBbLIN ChEI€HBI BUUCTYIO, @ )KUBOTHI OKa3aJI1Ch HAOUTHIMH,
KOTJIa MY>KMKH 3a/IbIMIIIA CaMOCaioM, a 0a0bl paCKpacHEIUCh U CHSUIM YEpPHBIE TUIaTKU, KOT/a BCe
CTaJIM UIyMETh U TPOMKO pa3roBapuBaTh, korna e Kinum CrupuH ynaia MOpIoil B Tapeliky, a el
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AwntoH [lomystHOB 3amen, Ganpmuss: «I1o qoTMHAM | 110 B3TOPBSIM. ..», KOT/Ia COJIHIIE CTaJI0 O0p-
JIOBBIM M TIPUCEIIO 32 COIKH, KOTJ[a MEJIKUH JOXIb TpeKpaTwuics, a peka [lapaimika crama MHOTO-
BOJTHOM — B 00IIeM, KOTJIa 3TO BCE MPOM30ILIO M Ka3aJIOCh, YTO HUYETO HOBOTO MPOU30UTH yiKe
He MoxeT, Kocts HaOpascst xpabpoctu u okazaincs psaoMm ¢ Bepkoii [lanTioxunoit. OH pemmi ee
ceronHs 00s3aTeIbHO TOIEI0BAaTh.

— XKenux u HeBecra! JKeHUX 1 HEBECTa MOMECHIIU TECTO! — sI0ETHUYECKUM TOHOM COO0IINIa
Karpka, aramMaHcKkast J09Ka, BOSHUKHYB, KaK yX, OTKyIa-TO COOKY.

— bpeick orcronal.. — 6e33m06H0 mporuan ee Kocts u rnmokasain eii KyJnak.

Katbka B OTBET mokasana eMy CBOW MaJIeHbKHI KyJIa4oK, 0OH/IeNIach U Iporiaja Tak ke BHe-
3aITHO, KaK ¥ MMOSBUIIACH.

— CBemio emie Kak... — poOko cka3ana Bepka, misias B OKHO H, Kak 0OBIYHO, TEpeOs CBOIO
TOJICTYIO KOCY.

Ha ynmune 3actygan musenb: « TyK-TyK-TYK-TyK...» — U B 3aJIe 3aropeiuch JaMIbl. PsOoi
pacuiepuiICs, TPaTHiI IParoleHHOE TOIUTUBO. B OKHO TyT ke cTaimu OUThCS KOMaphl M MOIIIKH. 3a
pEeKOl B TEMHBIX IUIOCKUX 00JIaKaX BHCEIIO KPAaCHOE, KaK 3€MIISTHHKA, COJTHIIE.

— benwie HOUM HaumHarOTCs, — cka3an Kocts, BEICTaBIIsAsS KOOypy Tak, 4To0bI Bepka Buena
€¢ B MIEPBYIO OYEPE/ib.

— Crpamrso 0bU10?.. — cripocwiia Bepka, HEOKUTaHHO PHOIM3UBIIACE K HEMY TaK, 9TO OH
OII[yTHJI €€ TEIJI0 U COBCEM OJIM3KO YBHIEN €€ OTPOMHBIC, IMMPOKO paclaxHyThIE TIasa.

— He moMHI0... — OTBETHJI OH 3aBOPOXKCHHO, IMOTPYXKAsICh B 3TH I71a3a, Kak B Oe3aHy. — He
JyMad. ..

— A 000 MHE ThI Iymain?.. — CIpocuia OHa, TSI Ha HETO MPUCTATBHO-TIPUCTAIBHO, OTYETO
KocTst BMHT cJiemancsi CIIOBHO TUTACTUIIMHOBEIM, U €€ TyObl Ka3aJIMCh TAKUMU JKEITAHHBIMH, YTO OH
MOTEPSUT OIYIICHNE BPEMEHH U BO PTY Y HErO0 MTHOBEHHO MIEPECOXJIO.

Jlymai, KOHE4HO, JyMaJl, XOTeJI cKa3aTh OH, HO HE yCIIeN, OH JIaXKe HE yCIIeN B3STh €€ 33 PYKY,
MIOTOMY 4YTO Ha YJIHIIC Pa3aalicsi UCTONIHBIN KPHK:

— Benpmaxk!!!
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maBsa 3
MoroHs

— Bengpmax!!!

Tak 0OIMHAKOBO MCTOIIHO MOTIU OpPaTh U JKEHIIMHA, U MYXYWHA, U peOEHOK — Oy/ITO KOTo-
TO CTPALIHO U KYTKO PE3aJIU.

Bce Bckounmnu, cIoBHO X MOJOPOCHIIO, ¥ BBIMETTUCH Ha YIIUILY, JIbIIIa CAMOTOHHBIMH TapaMu
U Y’KaCHO CKBEPHOCJIOBS. XOPOIIIO €1lle, YTO JABEPh B KITyOe Oblia JBYCTBOPUATOM U JIETKO pacmax-
HYJach, OJTHAKO YK€ HEKOTOPBIE CeIbYaHe /It ObICTPOTHI MOJIE3JIH Yepe3 OKHA U AIUCATHUK U JaxKe
cnomanu J1r060BHO caenaHHblii Knumom lanunoBuduem CyOO0OTHHBIM pe3HON 3a00pUMK CHHETO
LIBETA, & YK O TOM, YTO BBITONTAJIHU BCE TIOJIbIAHBI U IIPUMYJIbI, U TOBOPUTH HEUETO.

Eanneiv nopsiBom KocTio BMecTe ¢ Bepkoil BbIHECTIO B MEPBbIE PsAlibl, U OHU YBUJACIIHU:
NOCPeIU IUIOUIAJAM 3aCThUIO Pa3bSPEHHOE JIOXMATOE YYAOBHILE C YEPHBIM, 3aJHUTHIM KPOBBIO
JIMIIOM U OCKaJIe€HHBIMU 3y0amu. Horu y Hero ObUTH BBITHYTHI, KaK Y KY3HEUHKA, & PyKHU MTOXOIIN
Ha JIalbl HEBEZIOMOTO 3BEpsl, IOTOMY YTO TOPYAIH B CTOPOHBI, HETIOHATHO KaK — B 00111eM, COBCEM
He no-mroacku. K ToMy ke oHO elle U 3apblyalio, yBUaaB jJrofei. Jla 3To xe MepTBSK, COO0pa3ui
KocTs, u Mopo3 mpoOexan y Hero mo CrvHe, TOT CaMblii MEPTBSK, KOTOPOMY TOJIOMAaJIH PYKH U
Horu! OH kpemue oOHsT Bepky, 4ToOBI OHa HE IpoXkalia OT UCIyTa U, He Aail 00T, He TPOXHYJIACh
B 00MOpoK. Bepka moBepunBO B3IVIsSIHYNIA HAa HETO, MPHIKaIach U JAaXKe MOJIOKUJIA eMy Ha TIeHO
ronoBy. Ecniu Ob1 emy elie ieHb Ha3aj KTO-HUOY/Ib CKa3aj, YTO OH BOT TaK, 3allpOCTO OyJET CTOSATH
C caMO¥ KpacuBOil IEBYIIKOM IEPEBHH, OH ObI HE TO YTO HE MOBEPUJI, OH ObI MPOCTO PACXOXOTAJICS
BO BCE IrOPJIO — TaK HEBEPOATHO ATO ObLI0. Ellle HUKTO, HY KpOME pa3Be YTO MPUEMHBIX POIUTENECH,
He OB ¢ HUM JAPY>Ket00eH U JIaCKOB, U OH ObLT 6e3MepHo OnarogapeH Bepke 3a mogapeHHyIo emy
HEXHOCTb.

— A Hy-Ka, 4TO 371ech Takoe?! — TpO3HO BhIIIEN U3 TOMMbI Ps0oii.

B mpaBoii pyke y Hero Obuia Ta camasi «TyJIKa» JBEHAIIATOro Kanubpa, ¢ kotopoi Kocts
XONIWJ cOUBaTh «BEPTOJIETY.

— Tak BOT ke!.. — pacnansisch, 3a0pajl BCe, C BO3MYIICHUEM MOKa3bIBasi HA CyIIECTBO. —
Ou1, CBOJIOYb!

— Kro 1t81?! — cripocun Psa6oii. — Uenosek anb kaiiMan? — U masa ero, u 6e3 TOro 4epHsle,
CTaJIM €llle YEPHEE U MPOH3UTEIIbHEE.

Ox kak He xoten 6p1 KocTs monaaarscsi B STOT MOMEHT O/ €70 TOPSIUYyI0 PyKY, TOTOMY YTO
Ob1 Pa0oif Tak ke cTpallieH, KaK U JIOXMaToe 4yIOBUIIE, MOXKET ObITh, Jaxke elle CTpallHee U
spoctHee. Hy ceituac oH eMy cenaert, noutu pagoctHo nogymain Kocrs. 3T1o ero omyuieHue nepe-
nanock Bepke, 1 oHa Toxe 3aynbI0anoch, XOTs yIbIOaThCs Bpojae Obl ObLIIO HE K MECTY, HE KO Bpe-
MEHH U JaXe KOIIYHCTBEHHO.

— Kaiiman! EceBuit Koco6okoB! — 0T03Ban0Ch CyIIecTBO U BBIMPSMUIIO HOTU U PYKH, U JaKe
YeM-TO CTaJI0 IOXOAUTh Ha uenoBeka. — Ceifuac g Bac youatsb Oymy!!!

Tonna axnyna:

— Touno! On! EBceBuii! — U nmomanace Ha3am.

— A-a-a! — 3aKkpuya KT0-TO HE CBOUM T'OJIOCOM.

[Tanuka pacnpocTpaHuiIach Ha 3aJHUE PSJIbI, U TAM KTO-TO OTYAsTHHO BCKPUKHYJ U OKOHYa-
TEJBHHO A0J0Ma 3a00pYHK B MaIKCaJHUKE, BRITONTAB B JJOBEPIICHHUE OCTaTkH 11BeTOB. J{axke Kocts
¢ Bepkoii ucnyranuce u Toxe orctynwid. OAuH aTaMaH OCTalICs, KaK MepCT, NOCPEaH MII0IIaan
HAMpPOTHB YeIOBEKa-KaiMaHa — HEMOKOJICONMMBIN, KaK CUMBOJ IepeBHU TeneHreri.

— A 3TO MBI celiyac nomisiauM! — ckasan OH, BCKUbIBAs «TYJIKY».
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B nepeBHe nmumip araMaH yMmelnl CTPENATh U3 «TYJIKW» HABCKHIKY OAHOW pykoul. Kocts
HEBOJIbHO 3aKphli I1a3a, a Bepka oTBEepHYyack U TKHYJIAch EMY B IPY/ib, IPSIMO B CYKOHHYIO, KOJTIO-
4yl0 KypTKy. B Ty *e cexyHy, Korjaa rpsHyia BeicTpen, KocTd oTKphLI [1a3a U yBUIEN: KapTeb,
paccuuTaHHas Ha BoJjKa, yaapuia EBceBust KocobokoBa B roioBy, KOTOpas MTHOBEHHO BCIIyXJIa B
IPOCTPAHCTBE MAa3KOM KPOBH, a B CJIEYIOlllee MTHOBEHUE €€ He cTano. OnHaKo TeIo, OTOpOIIeH-
HO€ Ha3aJ C PaCKUHYTHIMHU B CTOPOHBI pyKaMH, CJIOBHO 3aCThIJIO BO BPEMEHU U KaK HU B UEM HE
ObIBAJIO MPOAOIKAJIO CTOATh, TOKA U3 TONIBI CyeTIMBO He Bhickoums Tpumnika Ky3pmun. Habpas-
IIACh XpaOpOCTH, OH IHYM €ro B XUBOT M TYT )K€ OTCKOYMJI Ha3aJ, CIOBHO €ro y)Kajuia 3Mes.
Tonbko Torga EBceBuit KocoOokoB yman HaB3HUYb, HO JjaKe MOCJIE ATOT0 MPOAOIKAI HIEBEIUTHCS
U Jja’ke MpoOOoBaJl MOJI3TU KPyraMu, OCTaBJIss 32 coO0M KpoBaBblii ciies. [IoToM KT0-To CBUCTHYII, U
TOJIIa, MCTSI 32 CBOM CTPaxH U YHUKEHUE, C TOIOPAMU, LITHIKOBBIMU JIOMIATaMU U KOJIbSIMU HaXJIbI-
nyna Ha EBceBust KocoOokoBa, kak AEBATHIN Basl Ha OEper, MOTONTANaCh, YTO-TO TaM TaKOE CJle-
Jajla U paccTynuiach, a Ha MecTte, rae 0bul EBceBuil KocoOokoB, ocTanoch orpoMHOE KpOBaBOE
ISATHO U OTpYyOJIeHHAs pyKa, KOTOpasi CXBaTUJIACh 32 YEH-TO MOJI0J M HUKAaK HE XOTeNa pa3KUMarh
HaJIBIIBI, 1AKe KOT/Ia €€ OTOPBAJIM BMECTE C KyCKOM MaTepuu, Jake KOTna ee N3pyonim Ha MeJIKHue
KyCOYKH. TOJIBKO ITOCIJIE ATOTO BCE YCIOKOMIIUCH U HEPBHO CTAJIM MEPEroBapUBaThLCS, 3aKypUBas
JyIIUCTBINA caMOcCa;

— Oro x Hano! EBceBuit KocoOokoB! Antuxpucrom cran! becom! [IpsiBonom! Kaiimanom
YepTOBbIM!

— beccmeprtue kakoe-to 6ecoBckoe! Kak on oxxun?! Jlsarymka 6ecxBocras!

— He unaue, naps Komeit! — npennonoxuin 6a0sbl.

— Tak tam xe eme Tpoe! — KpUKHY KTO-TO, J1a TaK T'POMKO, YTO BCE€ MPUTUXJIH, & TIOTOM
CJIOBHO MCKpa y’Kaca 1 J{ypHOTO NPEeIYyBCTBUI IPOHECIACh Hal JIEPEBHEN.

Bce cpa3y BcnoMHMIM, 4TO KaliMaHBbI JIEKaT Ha JIEAHUKE U YTO JIEAHUK He 3anepT. Kunynuce
Ha MIPOTHBOMOJIOKHBIA Kpail IEPEBHU M CTAIIM B CTPAaxe KpU4aTh, YTO KaliMaHbl yOEXKaJI U 9TO UX
Ha/I0 I0THATh U YOUTb, HHAYE. ..

— Wnaue, — ciokoitHO 1 BeCko cka3an Psa0oii, — nHave, Korjaa OHM BEPHYTCS C MTOJAMOTON, HAM
HecnoopoBark. Kro moiiner?

— S notiny! — HeoxxumaHHoO UL camoro ceds kKpukHyn Kocts u, omisiHyBIIMCh Ha Bepky,
MpoYell B €€ I1a3ax BOCXUIICHUE U TMOJTHOE 0I00peHue, a emie To, 0COOEHHOE, YTO ObIBAET pa3 B
YKU3HH, — OOCIIaHue K/1aTh O CAMOU CMEPTH.

— W 51 xouy! — VI3 TONIBI HEYKITIOKE, KaK MEIBE/Ib, BbUIE3 TeneneHp, KyTasich B CBOIO YEPHYIO
TEJOTrpeiKy, 1 OIyCTUJI I71a3a, 005ICh, UTO aTaMaH BBHIOEPET HE €Tro, a IPEeANouTeT, Hanpumep, Ckena
ni Menkoro beca.

Bun y Hero Obu1, Kak y HaIIKOJMBIIIETO KOTA, KOTOPBIA 000KpaJics CMETaHBbl.

—WNs4...

—WNs4...

Bcnen 3a aum Hecmeno marnynau Cken u Menkuii bec v Toxxe onmycTuiu rasa B 3eMJI0. 9T
ObLT UX €TMHCTBEHHBIN IIAHC CMBITh C ce0s O30p.

B Teuenune nomunok KocTst ux Tak Hu pa3y u He BuAe. Jl0IKHO ObITh, IPSTAIUCH [TOJ1ANbILIE
OT I'PeXa, XOPOHWJIKCH [10 OTOPOAAM, AU yI0OHOI0 Ciiydast, YTOObI IOBUHUTHCS MIEPE] HAPOJOM.

— Hy uto, Koncrantua CemeHOBHY, — Becelo ckazan Ps0oii, — BeIOUpaii, Koro BO3bMEIIlb. —
U ¢ xutpenoit nocMmorpen Ha KocTio 1 Ha HApO, CTOINUBIIUNCA BOKPYT: MOJ, ITyCTh CaM PEILHT,
KOTO Ka3HUTb, KOTO MUJIOBATbh.

— S17.. — pacrepsuics Koctst, m Bepka cxaia ero pyky, a moToM IMOATONKHYJIA, CIIOBHO OJaro-
CJIOBJISISL HA MOJIBUT.

— Th1, TBI, — ycMexHyJICs aTamaH, — KTo ke emie? bombiie y Hac B gepeBHe KoHCTaHTHHOB
CemMeHOBUYEH HET.

— Xoporo, — cka3an KocTs 1 BbIIIen Briepes, MOJI0XKUB PYKY Ha KEITYI0 KoOypy. — bepy Bcex!
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Tonna nomomnyana, nepeBaprBas ycCIbIIIaHHOE, a TOTOM 3alllyMesia, Kak BoJomnaj] Ha 3b101.

— Bort ato neno! Bot 3T0 Mmonozen! 3to no-namemy! Ilo-renenrepcku! Ilymait ormororces,
a TaM norsAIuM!

— Moker, 3a0yaem 1mo3op-Tto!

— Ilo copasennuBoctu!

— Mononen, Kocts!

— OmnnyHo! — ckomanoBa PsOoii, MOJHAB B pyKY, 4YTOOBI CMOJIKIN KPUKHU. — A 3THUX HaJ0
yOuTh, MHAY€E HalIeH 1epeBHE HE CYLIECTBOBATH!

— Cnenaem, Kongparuit Anekcanaposuu! — noo6eman Koctst 1 oueHb Obl1 yBEpeH B CBOMX
CJIOBax.

— C borom, netu Mmou! — BU3MIMBO Os1arociioBui ux orell Banepuan @enopoBud, Kak Bceraa
MbSIHBIN U BECEJIBIN.

% % %

Uepes nmomyaca OHM yKe TPYCHUIIU BJIOJIb ClI€a, XOPOILIO 3aMETHOIO Ha MECYaHOM MMouBe —
YeTKHEe OTHEeYaTKu pU(IeHBIX MOAOIB apMeiCcKuX OepueB. B yecy e 1emo momnuio xyxe, XOTs
OBLII0 ACHO, UTO OEINIELIOB JIBOE U UTO OHU JepKat MyTh BAob peku [lapamiku. /[Buranuce oHU Kak-
TO CTPaHHO, HE MacKUpPys CBOH ITyTh, HHOIJA CIIOBHO HAPOYHO CTyMas B Ipsi3b, YTOObI OCTABUTH
YeTKUI OTrevaToK. [la ¥ 1M MeUIeHHO, ¢ YacThIMU OcTaHOBKaMu. IIpaBia, BHauane Oexanm, a
MOTOM CJIOXJIU, KaK pbl0a Ha MecKe.

— JIpIXaJiKu He XBaTHIIO, — CO 3HAHUEM Jeia 3ameTit YeboT. — Ceituac HaroHuM. — U ciioBHO
B IIOATBEPKIACHHUE, KOCHYJICS «IIJIa3MaTpoHa». — ATamaH, Kyaa OHU JIeHyTcs ?!

— A 310 yTO?

— KpoBs, — yBepenHo ckazan YeOoT, pa3misiapiBasi KpaCHOE MATHO HA COCHOBBIX MTOJIKAX.

— Oryero 661? — yauBmiicst Koctst. — XM... OHU K€ MEpPTBAKH? ..

Co0CTBEHHO, U 3TO 3aME€UYaHHE HE YKJIaIbIBAJIOCH B PAMKH JIOTUKU: C OTHOM CTOPOHBI, KPOBb
13 yOUTBIX 1aBHO BBITEKIIA, a C APYTroi — Bpo/ie Kak CHOBA MOSBUIACh. bbU10 UeMy yIUBUTHCS.

— KaiimaHpl, 0qHAaKO, — MHOTO3HAYUTEILHO 3aMeTHII UeOoT.

Koctst cockounin ¢ nomaan. He BpI3bIBaIo COMHEHHS, YTO KPOBB ObliIa CBEXEH. Y HEro cKJia-
JIbIBAJIOCH BIIEUATIICHHUE, YTO OEIVIEIbl HE MACKUPYIOTCS HE IIOTOMY, YTO HE OOSITCSI, @ TOTOMY, UTO
HE MOTYT, CJIOBHO MX JIEHCTBUS MTOX0KM HA MOBEJEHHE O€3yMHOTO KaiiMaHa, yOUTOro B J€pEBHE.
Jla v mepenBUraTbcs OHM CTajau ObICTpee.

[IpecnenoBarenu crpyauinck, BO BCe Ia3a pa3misabiBas MATHO KpoBH. KocTs naBHO yxe
O0KUJ1AJ1, 4YTO TOpEe-BOMCKO BOT-BOT 33/1aCT CTpeKaya — CIUIIKOM BCTPEBOKEHHBIMU OHU BBIIISAIEIH,
XOTs1 OBIITO SICHO, YTO Y OEIIIEHOB U OPYXKHUA-TO HET. A JIeJI0 3aKITF0YaIOCh B TOM, YTO BCEX HAcTpa-
IIaJl U paker B HUX CJIENOe cyeBepue BHadaje Ps0oi, KOTOpbIN MPUHSIICS paccKa3blBaTh BCA-
KM€ uyJieca O JIoAsIX-KaiiMaHax, a moToM — Jea ApCeHui, KOorja-To BOeBaBIIui mpoTuB HUX. OH-
TO, COOCTBEHHO, ¥ NMOATBepANI HesdAcHY1o TpeBory Koctu. Oxa3anoch, 4To KaiiMaHa yOuTh KpaiiHe
CJIOXKHO, YTO €T0 HaJ0 WJIM C)KeYb JI0TJIA, WM TOJIOBY C IUIEY JI0JIOH, 1a TaK, 4TOObI OHA OTJeTeNa
METpPOB Ha CTO.

— A T0, 0arOT, UTO OHU TOJIOBY HAXOST M HA MECTO PUKJIA/IBIBAIOT, a B OCTAJILbHOM OOBIYHBIE
JIIONU. .. — BCTIOMHUHAI Al ApCEHUN U KPECTHUIICS, CYEBEPHO OIVISAbIBAsCh HA MAKOBKH LIEPKBH.

W Bce TOke KpeCTUIINCH U KIAHSJIUCh B CTOPOHY LIEPKBH, OyATO TOJIBKO OHA MOIVIA 3AIIUTUTh
Y OTBECTU CTpALIHbIC HAACTH.

— YTo0 3x€e ThI paHbllIe MOITYaI? — C YKOPOM crpocuil Pa6oi, cIoBHO 0CO3HAB CBOIO TaKTHYe-
CKYI0 OLIMOKY: HaJ10 ObLJIO BHaUajie HapoJ] pacCIpPOCUTh U BbIBEIAaTh Y HETO, KTO TaKUE 3TU camMble
MEPTBSKH, a TOJIBKO IOTOM 3aKaThIBaTh TOMHUHKH.

— Tak HaYaIbCTBY X BUAHEE... — CKOH(Y3mICS aeq Apcenuil. — Kro >k 3HaI, 4TO 3TO Kaid-
MmaHbl? § yxe cran 3a0bIBaTh, KAKME OHU, CYNIOCTaThl. DTH. .. KaK UX?.. MyTaHTbI, OTHUM CJIOBOM.
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Hawm kanuran /IaBb110B Tak u roBopui: «MyTaHTbI 3TO, pedsta. KanocTu K HUM He UCIIBIThIBAITE,
UHaye Xyxe OyneT».

Bce, kT0 ero ciymiain, THXOHBKO axHYJIH. baObl MPUHSAINCH OBUIO TOJIOCUTH, HO Ha HUX IIBIK-
HYJH.

— BoT noatromy u npourpaiu, 3xe-Xe... — COKpylIeHHO npousHec Ps6oii. — Boroit Teneps ¢
HUMHU. CKOJIBKO Hapo/1a MOJIOKUIIH.

— To-T0 1 oHoO, — cornacuics nen Apcenuid. — Kyna x neBarbcsa? Tenepb HaM TONBKO MapTH-
3aHUTH U OCTAJIOCH.

JlomKHO OBITh, B TOT MOMEHT T'Ope-BOMCKO U IOXKAJIETIO, UTO BBSI3aJ10Ch B aBaHTIOpyY. Kak Obl
Xy’K€ HE CTajo, OJKHO ObITh, MPUKUABIBATIN OHU U €XaJId MOJYa, CIIOBHO HA Ka3Hb TALUIMCH.
Tenepp kaxaplii U3 HUX ITymai: «Jlydme Obl 51 mpomoryal, oTcuzencs Obl B IepeBHE, a Ha JleHb
Casaroii TpouIisl, DIAIUING, IEPEBHS YK€ 3a0bUTa OBl HAIIK TPETPEeIICHIsI U MBI ObI, KaK MPexae,
C JIeBKaMM XOJIWJIM B KITyO Ha TaHUbD. M HenpUsI3HEHHO NOMIAbIBAIN Ha CAMOYBEPEHHYIO CIIUHY
[Ipuemsriiia, KOTOPBINA CUIET B CeNJie, KaK BIUTOM, U TOKauuBaJica ceOe, 3HaTh He 3Has 00 Ux Tpe-
BOYKHBIX COMHEHMIX. JKesie3HbIi OH, JyMajl OHHU CO 3JI0CTbI0, TAKOTO COIJIEH He nepermunoens!
Henapowm ero Ps00ii BeiOpai.

bouno waca nBa Houu. ConHIlE BUCENO HAJl TOPU30HTOM, U €r0 MOJOTUE OpPaH)KEBbIE JIyun
JlaBaJIi JOCTATOYHO CBETA, YTOOBI pa3MIsAETh Clebl OETICHOB.

— OmuH TamuTt Apyroro, — coodpasmi Kocrs, cripeirusas ¢ jgomaau. — Bunumb 60po3ap?

— 51 Toxe xoTen 00 ITOM CKa3arh, — cortacuiics YeOoT, 00be3xkas JKUMOJIOCTh, YTOOBI JTyHIIe
pasmIsAeTh Cebl.

JproHziens, KOTOPBII 1aBHO yXke 3a0bUl 0 CBOEH MPUBBIYKE paKaTh MO MOBOAY U O€3 IOBOA,
N00aBUJI, UCITyTaHHO BBITYUYUB I1a3a:

—Yro teneps Oymet?..

OcranbHble, BBITSAHYB 1IE€H, TPYCIUBO TAPAIIMIUCh HA KpoBaBbli cieln. CTpax CKOBall UX
BOJIO, Mapajn3oBall pa3yM. Bcero-ro kpoxoTHoe mATHBIMIKO, nogyMan Kocts, a yxe B LITaHbl
HAJIOXKUIIU. A 4TO OyZAeT, Korjna HacTOSIIUX MEPTBAKOB yBUIUM? W BApYr norafaics: 0KUBAIOT
OHM, TOYHO 0’KMBAIOT — BCe ObIcTpee u OpicTpee. BoT oTKyna kpoBb-To U nosiBuiack. HeakkypatHo,
HeakkyparHo. Celiuac Mbl Bac 1 npuuryyum. He MoxxeT ObITh TaKkoro, YTOObI HE JOTHAIN HA JIOIIA-
ISIX-TO!

— Bniepen! — ckomanioBan oH, npsirasi B CeI0.

Bosiicst oH TONbKO OAHOIO: YTO BCE MOMYYHUTCS HE TaK, KAK OHU IUTaHWpOBaJu. Bopouewm,
9ero 3ps IPOKaTh, YCIIOKAWBaJI OH ce0sl, KaiilMaHbl HE BOOPYKEHBI, @ y HAC JIBa «IUIa3MaTPOHA»,
«TyJIKa» ¥ MOM MHUCTONET. Jla ¢ TakuM apceHasIoM HACTOSIIUI 001 MOKHO TPUHATE. OTHAKO Yepe3
napy KWJIOMETPOB, KOT/Ia 3aMETUJI Ha TPOIMHKE YK€ IIETOYKY KPOBaBbIX Kallejlb, OKOHYATEIbHO
YCOMHMJICSI B CBOMX BBIBOJIaX: BAPYT KaliMaHBI €1I1e YeM-TO 00JIa/Iat0T, YeT0 MBI HE 3HaeM? A IOTOM
coo0pasui1, 9To AEJ0 IPsiHb, YTO KaiMaHbI HE TOIBKO OXKHMBAIOT, HO M OETYT OBICTpee, YeM MBI JIBH-
*KeMcsl. Perenepupyrorcs, BCnoMHUII OH. Tak 310 Ha3biBaeTcs. Yuran B sHUMKIoNeAuU. EMy xBa-
TUJIO yMa HE COOOIIUTH 00 3TOM OTKPHITUU Jaxke YeboTy, MoToMy 4TO AHMKU-BOMHBI pa30eryrcs
KTO Ky/Ia, XOTsI, MOJKET, 3TO U K Jydiiemy: 6ada ¢ Bo3y — koObuie jerdye. COMHEHUS TOJIBKO YKpeTI-
JISUTA €TO JTyX, OKa3bIBaeTCsl, HAJI0 AyMaTh U JIeJaTh NPaBUIbHbIE BHIBOJIBI, U TOT/AA Thl OOpETElb
SICHOCTb MBILUICHUS.

Eme kunomeTpoB uepes msTh JecHas 10pora BbiBena ux u3 yaimu. CripaBa TAHYJI0CHh OECKO-
HEYHOEe THUJI0E O0JIOTO, MOpOCIIee MBHAKOM U 0bX0H. [lonepek 6onoTa B eCHYyI0 nank yoerana
cTapas BbICOKOBOJIbTHASI JIMHUA. 3a JOJITHE rO/ibl BHICOYEHHBIE OMOPHI MOKOCUIIUCH, @ HEKOTOPbIE
BOOOIIIE yHaJld B TOIb, U MYXHKHU XOJWIN CIOZIa 33 JAPMOBBIM METAJJIOM.

— 3a peky momnuii, — cka3aia YeboT, 1 OHHM, HE CrOBApUBAsICh, OCTAHOBHIIUCH.

HproHaensb, y KOTOPOTo JIa)ke Pporiail OOBIYHBIN €T0 pyMsTHEI Ha IIEKaX, C TPEBOTOM 3aMEeTHIT:

— Yyna-To — He Halla JepEeBHs, I10Xas JEPEBHS. . .
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Kocts Ha Beskuii cityyail cka3ait:

— He yuu neayniky Kanuiirs. ..

Uebot mpeanoyelt He 00CyKIaTh 3Ty MpooIeMy, i Tak OBUIO SICHO, 4TO 0€3 JIUIITHETO TT0BO/Ia
B Uyny coBaThCs INIyIIO M ONAcHO. BpakqoBanu JepeBHU TaBHO, C HE3aaMSATHBIX BpEMEH. A 110
KaKoOMy IMOBOJly — HUKTO YK€ U HE IOMHUJ. TeM He MeHee IOBO/IOB U IMOCJE ITOr0 XBaTauo: TO
YYIIOBCKHUE JIOJIKY YKPAAyT, TO CETU CPEXYT, TO C TEJICHIepaMM M3-3a OPEIIHUKA OJEPYTCsl, a TO U
neBky u3 Tenenremia yBeayT. [Ipasna, nocnennee 6b110 BCETO JIMILB pa3, U O4EHb JaBHO, a YBEJIU HE
KOTO MHOTO, Kak Aradbsto Criupu10HOBY. XOpOIIO XOTh, BEPHYJIN YEPE3 IO/ POJUTEINSM, TOBOPAT,
Te cThIIa He 0000parch. Ho camoro hakra BOpoBCTBa JEBYIIKH HUKTO B JiepeBHE TeneHren He
3a0bu1. BOT M mpoBenu HeBuaMMYt0 rpaHully no peke [lapamke. Mx 6eper npasblii, a y TeJI€HIepoB
— neBbIit. M He naif Oor Tebe omuoOuThCs ATUM caMbiM OeperoM. OcTaHembes Thl M 0€3 JIOIAKH, |
0e3 cHAcTH, a TO ¥ 0€3 MTaHOB C Py0axoi, a yk pedpa TOUHO MEePECUUTAIOT. TaK U KU, BPAKIYS,
M0 pa3HbIM Oeperam peku W He oOmamuch aecaruietusMu. [loatomy 00si3HO OBUIO €XaTh B TY
nepeBHI0 Yyny u uckarh TaM OemibIX KaiiMaHoB. Tenepp UX U3 NPUHIMIA CIPAYYT U HUKOMY HE
MOKaXYT, 1a)Ke €CJIM CAMHUM YyIOBLIAM 3TO OyAeT BO BpE/l.

[Tonbexanu Bce octasibHbIe, U YeOOT cKa3as, Mpa4yHoO TS HA HUX:

— Jleno ApsiHb. .. MOJAIKUCh 3a PeKy... — OH BonpocuTesbHO nocMoTpeln Ha KocTio, ciioBHO
coBeTysich ¢ HUM. O YeM OH caM Jaymall, TPyJHO ObLIO MOHSTh.

KocTs Bapyr nouyBcTBOBAI, UTO €My OHPABUIIOCH YBAKEHUE K €r0 NepcoHe. ToIbKO ¢ 4ero
0b1 3T0? Panbiie UeOot Tak ceds He Ben. PaHbliie oHM Jpanuch 1o J000My MOBOMY, 3HAYUT, YTO-
TO U3MEHUIIOCHh. MOXKET, MbI B3pOCIIBIMU CTAIHU? — MOAyMaJl OH.

— Yy, TouHo yuu, — noarsepaui Kocrs. — Ckopee Beero, B iepeBHI0 Yyy.

Tenepb ero Bce TPEBOXKMIIO: BETEp, HAJETAIOUINI MOPbIBAMHU U PACKAYMBAIOIIUNA COCHBI,
IpoOHBIC 3BYKH ISTIa B IYCTOM JIECY, a TJIaBHOE — O€ryienbl, KOTOPBIX OHM YK€ JaBHO JTOJDKHBI
ObLTM HArHaTh, HO Tak W He HarHamu. OH BCIIOMHWJI, KaK OeXas MoCHeAHUN KakMaH, KOTOPOTO
cBanui J{proHaenpb, — NpbKKaMu U ObICTPO, KaK BOJK. 32 TaKUM Ja)ke Ha JIOIIAJSX HE YCIIETh.
Takux HaJO XUTPOCTHIO OPATh MU CHIION.

— Hy, uto Oynem nenarnb?

— A MOXET, OHM U He MOILJIU Ty/a, MOXKET, JOPOry MepeiayT U cBepHYT K [leBaTu xonMam
KpacHbIX JAbsIBOJIOB? — npeanoniokui CKen, ¥ B IJ1a3ax y HEro MPOMEIbKHY/ HEMOAIEIbHBIN CTpax.

Emy yBepenno Bropun Menkuit bec:

— Touno, onu Tyna norpe6u!

KocTs BorpocutenbHO IOCMOTpEN Ha IPYy3HOT0, KaK ME/IBE/Ib, TeNEnHs, HO TOT CKOHQY3HICS
U npoMosyasl. Bun y Hero ObUT CIOBHO Yy 4€lIOBEKa, MOTEPSBILIETO UyXylo ceTh. Heroxe takomy
3I0POBSIKY TPYCUTb. 3aMETHO ObLII0, 4TO TeneneHs HUYero He MOXET ¢ CO00M mojenarhb, 4To CTpax
cuibHee ero. KocTs Bce moHsut: 60sATcs, XOTAT HeyJjauy CBaJUTh Ha J[eBsTh XOIMOB KPAaCHBIX JIbs-
BOJIOB, K 0a0Ke XOIUTh He Ha/10. HaBepHsKa CroBOPHIIMCH BEPHYTHCS U CKa3aTh, 4TO OETIICIIbI yIIUTH
3a JIeBsITh XOMIMOB KpPacCHBIX JbsBOJIOB. A 4T0? B3saTku miagku. Crenanu Bce, 9To Moriu. PsOoi
3anpenan Aake MPUOIMKAThCA K 3TUM MPOKIATHIM XoiamaM. Ctano ObITh, OHU BCE MPABHIHHO
paccuntanu. Ha MrHoBeHue OH caMm €[Ba HE MOAJAJCS MCKYIIEHUIO BEPHYThCS B JEPEBHIO, YK
CJIMIIKOM COOJTa3HUTEIHHBIM OBLIO YBHIETh BepKy u B3sTH ee 3a pyky. Ho B ciienyromiee Mruose-
HUE OH OTOPOCHIT BCE COMHCHUS:

— My>xuKH, BO-TIEPBBIX, 3TO K Kakoi kprok? Eciu Obl OHM HanpaBisuIuCh 3a JleBSATh XOIMOB
KpPacHBIX JbSIBOJIOB, TO CBEPHYJIM Obl NPSIMHMKOM Ha MOJYCTAaHOK, a BO-BTOPBIX, €CJIM Mbl UX HE
HaiizieM, JepeBHEe HaBepHSIKA KUPABIK. Tak 4To y Hac BeIOOpa HeT. B crnemyromuii pa3 npuieTur
«BEPTOJIET», M BCEM ke Xyxke OyneT. [lonnmaere?

— Jla moHNMaeM. .. — COrIIacuiICcs XyloH, kak mmct, Cken. — A B Uyne Ham O0oka He HAMHYT? —
CIpOCHUI OH, 00JIE3HEHHO MOPILACh, CIIOBHO EMY MX YK€ HaMsLIH.
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Ecmu Ob1 oH 3141, yto KocTs yxe Xommn Tyna, TalkoM, KaK JIa3yTYHK, U HE €IUHOMKIbI —
IIPOCTO YTOOBI MOLEKOTAaTh ce0e HEPBBI, OH ObI TAKUE MIYNOCTHU HE TOBOPHIL

— Jlaxe ecnu 1 HaMHYT, — Becko ckazail Kocts. — A 310 Ham 3auem? — OH nokKasaJl Ha «Iuias-
MaTpOH», JIEKAIIUN y HET0, KaK y ObIBaJIOr0 OXOTHHUKA, TONEPEK CEIIa.

— IMomy4aercs, youBars cBOMX? — HEYBEepeHHO cripocwii Menkuit bec, Moprays OenecsiMu
pecuuiiamu. — Psi6oii He omoOput. JIronei u Tak Maso ocranock. — M mobaBuii, 3aMeTHB UpOHUYE-
ckuii B3 Koctu: — Hy, roBopsT, 4T0 Majao 0cTanock, B CMBICIIE HAC — PYCCKHX.

— Hukro Hukoro yousarte He OyAeT, — TBepAO cka3an YeOoT, BRITACKUBAs U3 BOJIOC COCHOBYIO
uroiky. — [Iprenem, moroBopum ¢ My>KHKaMu Ha TPeIMET, YTOOBI HaM OTJaJI OCTJIeIOB, M pa3b-
eemMcsi, eclii, KOHEYHO, OHU UX YKPBUIH. [la ¥ ¢ KaKo# cTaTé X MpsTaTh, 4TO 3TO UX POJICTBEH-
HUKU 4TO JIn? — W CIUTIOHYI, KaK TOJIBKO OH OJIMH YMEJ IJIEBAThCs — KPACHUBO, Uepe3 I'y0y.

— 51 BOT TOJIBKO OITHOTO HE MOMMY, — CKa3aJl MOJTYaBIIMIA A0 3TOoro Ternenens, — kakoro Oeca
UM TepeThes B 3Ty AepeBHIO? OHU K€ HE JIIOAH. . .

B kycrax uro-To npourypuiano. Cken B3APOTHYJ, CIOBHO €r0 OTPesid KHYTOM, U CXBaTHJICS
3a «TynKy». Ho 310 ObLIa BCeTo umib jxaba, KoTopasi Harpasiisuiach K peke.

— A MOXET, OHU B CTOBOpE? — JKECTKO MPeAnonokuil YeboT u Tak NMpUCTAIIbHO OCMOTpE
Ha TemenHst, 4TO TOT BOOOIIE BHIMAN B OCAIO0K, OCTAILHBIC K€ MEPETPYCHIN elle OobIe, a y
Menkoro beca camu co6oit Havaau cTy4ars 3yObl.

KocTtst nocmoTpen Ha HUX, U eMy cTaslo IpoTUBHO. HeorpeneneHHocTh [eiicTBOBaIa Ha TPY-
COB, KaK HOXX Ha kKabaH4HKa. J[OIKHO OBITH, UM XOTEJIOCH 0€3 OIIAIKN OeXaTh B N30y, 3apBITHCS C
TOJIOBOM Ha CEHOBAJIE U TOJIHKO IOTOM JIyMaTh CBOMMH KypHUHBIMH MO3TaMH.

— ... a... — norynuica Ckeln, — 1oMoii xouy... Hy ux k uepry, 3Tux kaiiMaHOB!

— Kro eme momoii xouet? — 1enenes oT 370CTH, cripocuii KocTs u mouyBCTBOBaJ, Kak ryObl
y HEro CTaJH JePEBIHHBIMH.

— S xouy... — ropectHO B310XHY1 Menkuii bec.

— W 4... — nonypusmmce, coodbumn Tenenens. — Bot, pedsiTa, Kak pyKy Ha JyIly IOJIOXa,
CTpalIHO MHE. f] elle Tak HUKOra He 0osJIcs, 1aXe Koraa ¢ 6areil Ha MeaABens XOIu.

Ho Kocrts ero yxe He ciymair:

— «Tynky» otnaiite 1 Moxkere Bo3Bpatarbes. Ckaxere Psioomy, uto Mbl B Uyny nopanucse.

— Kak xe mbl 0e3 opyxus?.. — Hauan Obu10 Bo3paxarb Cken, Ho UeOoT npecrnokoiHO B3sUI
y HETO pyXbe M MPOTAHYJI PYKY, yToObI CKell oTAan mosic ¢ nmarponamu: — Tomaiite, Tonaiire K
MaMOUKe I0J1 FOOKY.

— Cunop 3abepu y HuX erie, — HanmoMHmI Kocrsi.

B cunope nexxanu ena, KOTENOK, Kpy>KKH U cTapblii OMHOKIb Psiboro. Tpouna Hanerke nmosep-
HyJ1a Ha3aJ], YeM JaJIbLIE OHU OTHE3KaIH, TEM OBICTPEE ABUTAIUCH U HAKOHEL] TPYCIMBO MEPELUIN
Ha rajoll ¥ CKpbUIMCH 3a OMYILIKOM jieca. Tonbko TeneneHp omsHyCs, HO HUKTO YK€ HE CMOTpeI
UM BCJIE]L.

YebOoT MoT9a KUHYIT «TYIIKY» JproHaerto:

— Hepxu, TBoE Oynet. CaM-T0o HE OOUIIBLCS?

— 5 xak Bce... — Tparu4ecku U OE3BICXOAHO B3OXHYIN JproHaens, OnenHes: Oombiie, yemMm
OOBIUHO.

— Tonbko He yMpH paHbIIIe BpEMEHHU OT CTpaxa, — HexopoIo xoxoTHyn Yebot. — Emie ycre-
elllb.

YMen oH Tak JenaTh — I0Ka3aTh CBOE MIPEBOCXOCTBO U 33JI€Th 3a 001bHOE MecTo. Komy 31O
noHpasurcs, nogyman Kocrs, Ho mpomoirgan. J{proHens — OH XOTh U ChIH 38KUTOYHBIX POTUTE-
JIeH, HO 4ero-To eMy He J10CTajloCh, €ro Kak OyATO HE 10/1e1alli, HE BIOYKUIIN TaKoro, UTO N30BITKE
OBLIO AAaJICHO IPYTHM, PEIIUTEIBHOCTH, TOJKHO OBITh.

Hekoropoe BpeMst 0HUM exalii MoJT4a, epeKuBas ciyuuBileecs, noka Kocts He nmpousHec:

— JlaBaii mpubaBuM, OBICTpEe HATOHUM, OBICTPEE BEPHEMCHI.
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U xots B tecy pa3zorHarscsi 0COOEHHO OBUIO HETb3s, KWIOMETPOB MATHAIIATH J0 JKEIe3HO-
JIOPOXKHBIX IyTEl OHM MPOILLIN Ha PhICSX, HO, pa3yMeeTcs, HUKOro He HarHanu. llepen Hachinbio
Koctst mogan curHan OCTaHOBHUTHCS, CIPBITHYII C JIOMIAAW U 00CIIEIOBAN CKIOH. BBIIO X0poro
3aMETHO, YTO Oeryienbl MOJHITUCh UMEHHO 371eCh, HE 0COOEGHHO 3a00TACH O TOM, YTO OCTaBST
cIiesibl, 000pBaM BEIOHKH U 3€JICHBIC IAKH MXa, Ja U MeOeHKy pa30opocaiii BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

OH He nones cleqoM, a Halllell MECTO, IJ1e A0XKIU MPOMBLIH JIOKOMHKY, U OCTOPOXKHO BCKa-
pabkaiics HaBepX, OOpaTUBIINCH B CIIyX U BHUMaHUE. PrkaBble peibCchl yOeraau Tyaa, Iie yepes
peuky [Tapamiky ObuT epeOpoIIeH Kene3HOAoPoXKHBINA MOCT. CBeTano. TymaH ¢ pexu, Kak KUBOM,
IepeBaIMBall 4epe3 HAChIlb U CTEKAJI HAJIEBO, B TEMHBINM, NPU3PAYHBIA Jlec mpeakoB, KOTOPHIN
Tenepb Ka3ajicsa BpaXICOHBIM U UY>KHUM.

KocTs ciyctuiicst B Hero, mpouiesncs B0k HAChIK OYTH 10 MOCTA, UILA CJIE/Ibl MEPTBSIKOB.
I'ne-To coBcem psioM miecHyina pbida, Aa B yaie, yuyas KocTro, mpourypiian HeBEJOMBIH 3BEpb.
Koctst ocTaHOBHIICS, Aajblle UATH OBLIO TIYIO: MM HA MEIBEs HAMOPEIIbCs, WM YTOAWUIIb B
00J10TO.

— Her Hukoro, — ckaszas oH, BEpHyBIINUCH K CBOMM. — IIycTo. TouHO 3a pexy ynuin.

— 3HauUT, HUYETO HE OCTAeTCs, KaK U HaM TyJa TOoIaTh, — B30XHYJ UeOOT U moBesl cBOUM
MaJICHbKUM, MPHUILUIIOCHYTBIM, KaK y OOKcepa, HOCOM. — XOTs 0X KaK HE XOYETCsl, CBSThIE YIOJ-

KocTst emy He moBepwt: azapter 0bi1 UeOoT, 4ero-4ero, a 3Toro emy ObUIO HEe 3aHUMaTh. OH
JTaBHO T0A03peBai, uto YeboT Toxe TaitHO XoauT B Uymy. YK CIMIIKOM TaMHCTBEHHO OH MOPOM
BBITVIsIICNT. MOXET, CETH BOPOBaJ, a MOXKET, K JIEBKE Kakoil Oeran?

JproHnens Onaropa3yMHO IMpOMOIYai, MOTOMY YTO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO K HEMY OTHOCATCS C
HenoBepueM. OH Bcel AyLION MbITaJICAd UCKYIUTh CBOIO BUHY, HO OHA TOJIBKO MHOKHMJIACh U MHO-
XKWiach, U JIproHieab Ipy BCEM CBOEM JKEJIaHUU HUYETO C 3TUM I0JIeNaTh He MOT. TakoBbl ObLIN
pealinu X IOHOIIECKOTO COOOIIECTBA, Ille MAKCUMAIIN3M IIPUBETCTBOBAJICS B JIIOOOH opme.

Bapyr onu ycinblmang, 94To K HUIM KTO-TO NMPHUOIMKAETCs, BEpHEE, HECETCSI BO BECH OIOP.
Jlomaau, CTosIIIue Mo 1€PEBbIMH, IPUHSITUCH OSCIIOKOHHO MIEBEIHUTh YIIaMH.

Yebot MeTHYICS BIIpaBo, JproHelb, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOIO TOJIIIHHY, KOJJOOKOM YKAaTHIICS B
KyCTbl M LIEJIKHYJ TaM Kypkamu. KocTs, ocTaBimmiicss y Hachlliy, MPUCEN U B3I «ILJIa3MaTpoOH»
Ha U3rOTOBKY.

«Ecnu 310 KaiiMaHbl, TO 1 HUYETO HE MOHSUI, — MOoAyMalsl OH. — He MoryT oHM 371eCh OBITh,
u Touka! Jla u ¢ xakoil ctatu UM Ha Hac Hamajarb? MM Hazo Hac OOATHCS U HOTM YHOCUTH Kak
MOKHO JTJIBIIE U KaK MOYKHO OBICTpEE).

— He crpemnsiite, pedstal — B koHIIe TponmuHKH, yoeraromeil kK 60710Ty, OSBUIICS, TIOATIPHI-
THBas B CeIUIe, CIIOBHO MEIIOK ¢ oTpy0simu, Tenenens. — He ctpenstiite! S Bepryncs!

Ha sToT pas, HecMOTpsi Ha CBOIO M3BEYHYIO MEITUTEIBHOCTD, OH OBUT HA YIUBIIEHHE JIOBOK,
U JlaKe yIbIOKa Ha ero 3BepCKOd (pM3MOHOMUM BBITVIsIIENA ObI IPUSATHO, €Ciii Obl HE MacCHUBHBIC
HaJI0pOBHBIE IyTH, AENAIOUIIe UX o0safaTess MOX0KUM Ha MEUIEPHOTO YeI0BeKa.

Kocrts BeIpyrasncs:

— Yeprt! — U onyctun «miazmarpon». — [logctpenumn O6b1 T€0s1, Aypaka, 3Hai Obl TOTOM, TJe
paku 3uMyIoT!

— S mepexyman! — cHoBa kpukHyn Tenenens. — S ¢ Bamu!

— Yero b1 opemib?! — ckazan YeOoT, MoJHUMAsCh U JEMOHCTPATUBHO 3aKHU/IbIBasl HA IJIEYO
«mnazMarpon». — C Hamu Tak ¢ Hamu. [loexanu.

Bce tpoe naxe uyTh 00panoBaiuch, Bce-Taku Ipapja Obula HA UX CTOPOHE, YTO HU TOBOPH,
a MHTEPECHI IEPEeBHU MPEBBIIIE Bcero. JlepeBHs — 310 cBsATOE. J{epeBHS — 3TO TO, O€3 4ero OHU He
npeacTaBisuy cebe skn3Hu. Tak oHu ObLTH BocTiUTaHbl. Tak uM TBepani araman Ps6oit. JIpronnens
pasyinbiOancs, o0panoBaics U 0JOOPUTENFHO ToXIonan TenenHs Mo CuHe, MOJI, Halll TOBAPHILL.
Ha miexax ero BCTIBIXHYJ pyMsIHELL.
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— OHHU... OHM TaKO€ yIyMaji CKa3aTh!.. — 3aUCKUBaroIle TBepAUI TeneneHsp, 3amisabBas B
ria3a 1o Kocre, To Ueboty. — Takoe! Jlydmre ¢ Bamu, 4eM 1030 Ha BCIO KHU3HB!

— Bot 310 mpaBmIIbHO, — PaBHOMYIIHO corytackiicss YeOOoT, BCTABIsAS HOTY B CTPEMSI, BUIHO
ObLI0, YTO eMy TITyOOKO HarIeBaTh Ha mepexkuBaHus TenenHs u yro TeneneHb oOpaTHics He O
azapecy.

— Yero onu ymymanu ckasarb? — cpocuit Koctsi, 4To0bI pa3psauTh HEIOBKOCTb.

— Hy, Mo, BBI Bce CrHHYJIH, @ OHH OJTHU YTEeKIIN!

— Wnuotel! — npenckasyemo cpearuposai YeboT. — BepHych, 0601M pbliia HauuILy, — 10ooe-
man oH. — CBsTbIE YTOAHUKH!

— CnpaBenuBo! — paioCTHO MOANPBITHY B ceiie Tenernenb. — A pyxbe nagute?!

— OOoiigemses. ..

Kpyrnoe nuno Tenenus BoITsAHYNOCh. 3aT0 [IproHnens exan repoeM, MOHSAB HAKOHELl, YTO
c/ierall MpaBWIIBHBINA BEIOOP B KU3HU M UTO MPaBJa BCETJa Ha CTOPOHE XPaOphIX.

% % %

Ha moct Bbexanu B monHo# tummHe. CoJHIIE, TaK M HE MPHUCEBILIEE 32 TOPU30HT B Tede-
HHUE BCEH HOYM, BAaTHBIM IIAPHKOM MPOTIISBIBATIO CKBO3b TYMaH, M COCHBI, KOTOPBIE Ha TIPAaBOM
Oepery Ka3aJuch BhIIIE U TANHCTBEHHEE, CBEYKAaMH BCTABAJIM OHA 32 OAHOM. JlepeBbsi, BIpOCIIHE
Ha JKEJIe3HOIOPOKHOM TOJIOTHE, U (pepMBbI MOCTa MPOIUIBIBAIA MUMO, CIIOBHO NpuBHAeHU. [lon
oropamu Xypuaia Boja. Jlomaan npsaany yuamMu, HEpBHO CTyIas IO [ITajiaMm.

— He 6anyii, ne 6anyi... — ckazan KocTsi, mouyBCTBOBaB, UTO JIOIIA (b MO HUM Hayajia HepB-
HUYaTh, HarHYJCA U MoxJIonain ee 1o mee: — CrnokoiiHee, cnokoiiHee! — Ho cam Ha Besikuil cityyait
Ha’kKaJl Ha KHOTIKY Ha «MarHETPOHE», M MHIMKATOP 3aropelicsi pOBHBIM 3e€JIeHbIM cBeToM. Eie, He
naii 60T, KTO-HUOY/Ib TMOJICTPEIHT, TIOAYMall OH, B TYMaHEe-TO Tapa IyCTAKOB 3aCaay yCTPOUTb.

— Kasxercs, s 94T0-TO CipImIy... — mpou3Hec YeOOT 1 HACTOPOXKMIICS, KaK 3BEPh Ha JIEKKE. —
CBsITbIE YTOHUKH. ..

OH exan uyTh c3a1u, 1 KoCTs, omisapIBasCh HaJIeBO, HHOT/IA B3PAaruBaj OT €ro JOXMaToro
CUIIydTA.

— S Toxe, — nsA3ras OT cTpaxa 3y0aMu, COOOITHIT MEITUTENbHBIN TelleTeHb.

— A s HUYETOo HE CIBIINLY... — TOKPYTHJI T0JIOBOH JproHaens u cHOBa MoOIeIHE.

[Torom u Koctsa Toxe ycinpliian, 4To JajeKo-AaleKo, 3a >KEJIE3HOM JO0pOroi, CIOBHO B
IYCTBIHE, 3BOHUT KOJIOKOJ.

— Ha MonuTBY CO3BIBAIOT, — MPEINIONIOKII OH, CHUMAsi K MEHUHTUTKY» M MIPUCITYIINBASICh. —
3HaAYUT, BCE HOPMAJILHO.

— He moxoxe... — ckazan Yebot. — Tuxo! — U monnsin pyky. — JIuio ero Beipaxano TPEBOTY.

Onu crpynunuck, Memasi 1pyr apyry. W nefictBuTenbHO, 3B0H ObLT HEPBHBIM, TIPU3BIBHBIM,
a IIOTOM U BOBCE 000pBaJics Ha ’kajl00OHOM HOTE, KOTOpask AOJIr0 JpokKajia U IJIbljaa B BO3LyXeE.

— [Hoxkap?.. — mpenIonoKuin MHUTEIbHBINA J[proHaens. — A MOXKET, Hac 3aMETUIIN? — 100aBHIT
OH HCITyTaHHO, XOTSI B TAKOM TyMaHE MOXKHO OBLIIO 3aMETUTh Pa3Be UTO CTAZ0 CIOHOB, a U TO C
OO0JIBILIUM TPYJIOM.

OHM TOIOKIAN eIlle HEMHOXKKO U MOEXalli Jalbllie, TPEBOKHO BIVIAIBIBASCH B TyMaH, HO
BCE BOKPYT CHOBA C/IETAIOCh TUXUM M COHHBIM.

Ha npyroii cTopoHe MOCTa pesbChl OKa3aJlMCh 3arHY THIMU. B3pbIB HEMOMEPHO CHITBI B3/IbI-
OuJ UX BBEpX, M TOPUAIH OHU, KaK OBIYbH pora. beTOHHBIE MITaibl oA HUMHU OBLITH IPEBPALICHEI B
meOeHKy. ApMarypa, Kak rpe0eHKa, TOTIOPIIIIACH B pa3HbIe CTOPOHBL. BOT oueMy Kk Ham roes3zia
HE X0IAT, cooOpasmi Kocts, momopBanu myTh, TaBHO MOAOPBAJIH.

[Ipoexanu emie HEMHOTO, B35IB PYKbsl HallepEBEC, MUMO CHHETO IOMUKa 00XOIYHKa, OT KOTO-
pPOTO OCTaNMCh OHW CTEHBI, MUMO JIECTHHIIbI, YOETraomei Mo CKIOHY B HHUKYJa, CBEPHYJIH Ha
acQaJIbTOBYIO JIOPOTY, KOTOPOH TaBHO HUKTO HE MOJB30BaJICS. BOKpyT pikaBoe jKeie30 U XJaM:
TIBIPSIBBIE, KaK CUTO, OOUKH, HCKOPEKEHHBIE OCTOBHI MAIlIMH, a HA Iy TAX — O Y>Kac! — 3aCThUT HACTO-

45



M. BenosepoB. «Bo3amesgue TeneHrepa»

SIIUA apoBO3, OT KOTOPOTO MAaXJI0 MAacjoM M €ll€ YEM-TO HETOHSATHBIM, CIOBHO MapoBO3 ObLI
YKUBBIM OPraHU3MOM, HO TOJIBKO KEJIE3HBIM U IIOYEMY-TO 3a0bIThIM 37I€Ch BAAIH OT [IUBHIIN3ALINH.
A MOXET, TaK ¥ JJOJDKHO ObITh, cyeBepHO nogyMan KocTs, MOJKET, OH OTABIXAET, a TOTOM ITOMUYUTCS
3a HaMu?

— Martb Mos )KEHIIUHA. .. — CUIUIO IpoulenTtan TeneneHp U HUKaK HE MO OTOPBAaTh B3IVISL
OT IapoBO3a.

Kocte xa3anoch, 4To Bce 3TO OH YK€ BUJIEN TO JIM BO CHE, TO JIU HasiBYy. HesicHble BocrioMu-
HaHUS HaXJIbIHYIU Ha Hero. OH BCIIOMHMJI, YTO 3TO SIBJIEHHE Ha3bIBAETCS JEKABIO — YCIBILIIAHHOE
U TIEPEKUTOE M3 TOTO, U3 MPOILIOro, U3 APYToi JKU3HHU, KOTOPYIO Y HEero oTHsuiM. Tak oH cebs
OLyIaJ] U Tak BocnpuHUMal Mup. Korna on xonun B nepeBHIo Uyny, TO NEpEIIbiBal peKy HIXKE
10 TEUEHHUIO, I7I€ €r0 MEHBIIIE BCETO MOIVIM XaTh, a TOTOM YyKe Kpajicsi oropoaaMu. Ho 1o mocra,
KOHEYHO K€, He JI00Mpascs, a mpocTo HaboAall, Kak *KUBYT JIIOAU B Apyroi aepesHe. MHorna
IPUXBATBIBAJ C OTOPOJIA APy rOPCTE ropoxa, HO TaK, YTOOBI HUKTO HUYETO He 3aMeTHI. [losTomy
y HEero Toxe ObLIa CBOs TaifHa, Takas ’e, Kak M y CKpeITHOrO Yebora.

— TpaxTop 1 To MeHb1I€. .. — IpolIenTan B BoaHEHUH UeOoT. — CBAThIE YyTOJHUKMU. . .

Jaxxe KocTro, KOTOpBIN HaunuTajICs B CBOMX KHWYKKAX M MPaBIbl, U BBIMBICIIA, [10 KOXKE MPO-
npai Mopo3. [TapoBo3 ObLT HaXke KpyIHEe «BEPTOJIETay U MPOU3BOIUII BIICYATIICHUE HEBEPOSITHOM
MOIIH ¥ CHIIBL. M3 TymaHa BBICTyHasia ero MepeaHssi 4acTh ¢ OTPOMHBIME Koecamu. Ha kabune
ob110 Harmucano «DJ1-20». OT 3TOro MapoBo3 kKazajucs 0ojee YeM HepeaTbHbIM, CJIOBHO U3 IPYTOTO
Mupa.

— Bor 310 ma-a-a... BOT 3TO Ja-a-a... — TOJBKO W MOBTOPsII J[proHaens, KOTOPBIH BOOOIIE
0O0sUICS TEXHUKH KaK OTHSI, XOTS TI0 POJY 3aHSATHIA OTIA JOIDKEH OBbLT XOTh UyTh-4yTh pa30Hparbcs
B MEXaHMYECKUX arperarax.

To, 4TO MapoBO3 — ITO OTPOMHBIM, CIOXKHBIN arperar, KocTs HuU Ha MUHYTY HE YCOMHUJICS.
Bot Ob1 pa3o0paTh ero, HOCMOTPETh, Kak OH CJIEJIaH, TIOMEYTall OH, JOJDKHO OBITh, ITOCIOKHEE
HAIIIErO TPAKTOpPa B JIEPEBHE.

Tak, pa3uHyB pTbl, OHU U BbE€XAJIU B IEPEBHIO, €1Ba HE CBEPHYB ce0e LIeH OT JIF0OOIBITCTBA.
Komnoxosn cHOBa 3a3BOHMII, HO YK€ pUTMUYHEN, B TAKT IEPKOBHBIM TMMHaM, a IOTOM Bpa3 CMOJIK Ha
BBICOKOI HOTE, CJIOBHO 3BOHWJI NbSIHBIN, M HACTYNWJIA TPEBOKHAS TUILIMHA, TaXkKe coOaKu He Ope-
xanu. lepeBns Uyna Obuta 6ombiue Tenenrea u3-3a Toro, 4To COBCEM OJIM3KO B HEW MOACTyHaa
Kele3Hast jopora. Bot u paspociack oHa ax /10 AByX COTEH AOMOB. /3-3a 3TOro yynoBusl 3a1u-
paiy HOC U CYUTAJIM TEJIEHIePOB TUKAPSIMH, Y KOTOPbIX HET )K€ Mara3uHa. Y HUX caMHX ObLIO
KOTJIa-TO aX LIEJIBIX TPU Mara3suHa, OT KOTOPBIX, KOHEYHO €, OCTAJIUCh OJHU BocrioMuHaHus. Eciu
B fiepeBHe TeneHrent epkoBb ObliIa €TUHCTBEHHOH, TO B UyTie — iebIX TpH. A Ti1aBHasi, YCIICHCKast
IIEpKOBb, C OOJBIIUM KYTIOJIOM, ObLTa BHIHA M3/1aJIeKa, K HEW CO BCEX CTOPOH COETAIMCh YIHIIBL.
W3-3a aToro BceM, KTO MPUXOAUI U3 TAlTH, MECTO ATO Ka3aJ0Ch LIMBUJIN30BAaHHBIM.

Koctst naBHO 3205171, 4TO Takoe acanbTOBOE MOKPBITUE, U €My OBLIO JIFOOOMBITHO, KaK 3TO
MOJIy4aeTCsl — TAKOM IJIOCKUN KaMEeHb, BCE TSHETCS U TSHETCs, 0e3 KOHIa U Kpas. B conkax Takux
JUIMHHBIX U TUIOCKUX KaMHEW OTpoasich He ObiBano. OHAKO X, pa3misAeB HEPOBHBIE, 1iepOaThie
Kpast JOPOTH, COOOPa3HJI, YTO ITO HE KAMEHb, & HEUTO JIPYroe, HO crpocuTh y YeboTa mim y Koro-
6o He pemrwics. Emie Ha cMex moJHUMYT. A KOT/Ia OTJISTHYJICS, TO TIOHSII, YTO HE OJJMH OH 03a]1a-
yeH: y Tenenns u J{prorens ObITH TaKue k€ N3yMJICHHBIE JINIA, CIOBHO OHU JIBUTAJIICH HA JIOIIA-
JSX IO 3aMep3lIeil peke, eXEMHHYTHO onacasch MpoBaauThes. Oaun YebOoT XpaHUi KaMEHHYIO
HEBO3MYTHMOCTh, UEMY OCTaBaJOCh TOJIbKO 1103aBU10BaTh. BOT KakuM J0iKeH ObITh HACTOSIINN
aTamaH, a He TaKo, Kak s, B310xHY/1 KocTs 1 oropumics 10 HEBO3MOXHOCTH.

[IpoTuB 0OBIKHOBEHUS, HA HUX HUKTO HE Hamajal M JaXe HUKTO HE OKIMKHYI. TymaH B
JIEpEeBHE OBLI peXXe U HE TaKOM KIIOKACThIN. A elle B IEPEBHE MaXJIO IbIMOM M CBEKEUCIIEYCHHBIM
xyieboM. Bece BecnomHMIIM, YTO 1aBHO He e, KocTs qake nosnes 3a mupoXKamMu, HO TaK U 3aCThLI C
pYKOI1 B KapMaHe, IOTOMY 4TO pa3falics TONOT U U3 OJMKalIlero mpoyka oka3aaioch OrpOMHOE,
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JUIMHHOE )KMBOTHOE, KOTOPOE€ METHYJIOCH YEPE3 YIMIIBI U IPONAJIO B IPYrOM IPOYJIKE, KOTOPBIH BEll
K peyHOMY 3aToHy. Eiiie Oosblie H3yMui ero NoJpoCTOK, MOSIBUBLIMICS CIEIOM U ONITYIIUTEIbHO
HIEJTKHYBIIMHM MaCTyIIBUM KHYTOM.

Kocte nokaszanock, 4To OH yBUAEI OIPOMHYIO U TOJICTYIO 3MEI0, IIOXOXKYI0 HAa aHAKOH[Y, O
KOTOpPOM OH KaK-TO YMTAJl B SHIMKIoNEeANH. YeOOTy npuBHaEIach HE 3Mes, a OrpOMHas I'yCEeHUIa,
y Hee ObIJI0O MHOTO-MHOTO HOT. J[proHess pa3o0palt JUIIb TO, YTO Y HEMTOHATHOW KUBOTHHBI TOP-
4aJio He MEHBIIIE IeCsSITU ropOoB. TeneneHs ke BooOIle HUYETo He YCIe OHATh, IOTOMY YTO eXall
HOCJICAHUM U pa3liIsel JIMIIb XBOCT, CMaXMBAIOIINN Ha JUIMHHYIO-JIMHHYIO0 MOouajkKy. Bot korna
OH I10-HaCTOALIEMY IOKaJell, YTO HE BEpHYJICS B iepeBHIO BMecTe ¢ Menkum becom u Ckenom, —
OKa3bIBACTCsl, MUP 32 MOCTOM COBCEM HE TaKOW, KaK Y HUX, a4 CTPALLUHBIN U )KyTKHMN.

Jlomanu oz ceqokamMu 3aBOJTHOBAIIUCH, B3OPBIKHY/IM U €/1Ba HE IOHECIIH.

— Cnokoiino! CriokoitHo! — nmpukpuxHyn KocTs Oosblie Ha j1omazeil, yem Ha COTOBapHILE. —
Kro uto Bugen?

— Ilo-mMoeMy, 3TO MHOTOHOXKa, — BbICKa3aicsi YeOoT, HaTtaruBas moBoj. — CBSATHIE yroji-

— MHe kaxeTtcs, — npocuren J{proHenb, — 9To 3To y)KacHoe rop0aroe CyIecTBo, HO 6€3 HOT.

— A s HUYero He BUACI, — npu3Haics TeneneHs, NoOneIHeB, — KPOME XBOCTA.

— Tak, — cka3an Kocts, — OyneM cuurtarh, 4TO Mbl HUUETO He Buaenu. Jloenem 1o mepkBu,
a TaM CIIPOCHUM, 4TO 3TO OBLIO.

— SI-To BUAEI, — MPOBOpPYAI YEM-TO HEJOBOJIBHBIN J[pIOH/IEIb, — @ BOT ThI — HE 3HAIO.

— Hy paccynu cam, — ckaszan KocTsi, — 3a )KUBOTHBIM OexaJl acTyX. 3Ha4uT, 4yTo?..

—UYro?.. — Ilyxnoe nuio JproHaesns HI4Eero He BhIpaxanao, KpoMe MPa3aAHOro JIFOOOIBITCTRA.

— Y10 3TO WK JOMAIIHEE KUBOTHOE, WIH. .. — KOCTs He 3Ha, ¢ 4eM CPaBHUTb.

— Wnu 9ro? — copocun TeneneHp, KOTOPbIA HE MOT HU O Y€M CYIUTh, IOTOMY YTO BUIEI
JIMILB XBOCT.

— Wnu nukoe, HO TPYyCIMBOE.

— Jlyumie — nomamnee, — peummn Ye6ot. — Tak crokoiiHee gymaTh, IOTOMY YTO TOTJa OHO
JIOJDKHO BOJUTHCS U B PEKE.

— Touno! — mopasmicst Kocts. — Kak s panblie He goragaics.

— A 51 TOBOPIO, UTO ATO OBLIO JUTMHHOE CTaA0! — 3asBui1 JproHiemns, SpoCTHO Bpallias rojIoBOi
u cepist KocTio m1y0oko cuasmuMy ra3aMu.

JlomKHO OBbITh, EMY OUYEHb XOTEJIOCh OKa3aThCs €AMHCTBEHHBIM NPABbIM U3 BCEH KOMITAHUU.

— Moxert ObITh, 3Mes, — noOpoayiHo coracuica Kocts. — CauiikoM ObICTpO OHO nepeme-
1aeTcs.

— He-a... — ynpsmo Bo3pasun JproHaens.

Tak, criopsl 1 paccy»/as, OHU HE3aMETHO I CaMUX ce0sl OAbEeXalI! K YCIIEHCKOM LIEPKBU.
LlepkoBb Mokazanach UM BBICOKOW U OTPOMHOM, HE TO YTO UX — MaJIeHbKasi, IPU3EMHUCTas, XOTS U
0 Tpex IIaBKax. JTa IIEpKOBb ObLIa HEKPALIEHOM U OT 3TOr0 Ka3ajlach YepHOU U MpauHoil. Bo3ne
LEPKBU U3 36MJIM TOpYAJI CTAPUHHBIN 4yT'yHHBIN KpecT. HeoknjaHHO Ha BBICOKOE KPBLIBLIO BBILIEN
IbSIHBIN OaTIOIIKA, 1 OHU MTOHSUIN, I0YEMY TaK CTPAaHHO 3BOHUJI KOJIOKOJI: OaTIOIIKA JIbIKA HE BSA3aJl.

— Antuxpuctel! — barioiika nocMoTpen Ha HUX O€CCMBICIEHHBIM B30pPOM, IMONBITAJICS UX
HEPEKPECTUTD, CIIOTKHYJICS U ¢ TPOXOTOM YIIaj 3a MOPOr BHYTPh LIEPKBH.

JproHaens XUXUKHYIIL:

— Bce kak y Hac. Kak TBO# Oars.

Yebot He obuaenca. EMy Ob10 Bce paBHO, UTO €T0 OTEII C yTpa O HeAETSIM IbsiH. OH TOJIBKO
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha TOpYalllie 1U3-3a opora carnoru U OTBEPHYJICS.

— Kyna onu Bee nenmcs? — cnpocuin Kocrs, ornisapiBasics ¢ odnerduenneM. — Hukak nponanu?
Jaxxe cobak He cabIIIHO. — OTHAKO, 3aMETHB, YTO BO IBOPE OMKANIIIETro J0Ma CYITUTCS phIOarKast
CeTh-IIepEeCTaB, HapaBUWiICs TyAa.
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['ma3 cpa3y BbIXBaTHII, KaK BCKOJIBIXHYJIMCh 3aHABECKHM HA OKHAX COCEAHMX JIOMOB, a Ha JIpy-
roil CTOpOHE YJIMIIBI B BOPOTaX BHE3AITHO MOSBUIICS YEJIOBEK, IOCMOTPE HA HUX U3-TIOJ PYKHU U
TaK ke BHe3anHo ucues. Habmonarot, monst Koctsi. Octeperatorcs. A mouemy?

— Dit! Ectp k10? Xo03seBa! — OH nmoabexan K 3a00py U 3ariisiHyJ BO ABOP.

Kak u B mo0oii ceBepHOii 1epeBHE, 3200pa KaK TAaKOBOTO HE CYIIECTBOBaO. 3a00poM ciry-
YKHUJIO TIPSICIIO — CTBOJIBI COCEH, MOJIOKEHHBIE Ha cTONIOBI. TemM He MeHee TO ObLI ABOP, a BO ABOPE,
3apociieM Jiede10H, MoJ1 pa3BECUCTOM CUPEHBIO CTOSIT BEPCTaK, HA KOTOPOM B TUCKax Obliia 3a)ara
Kakas-TO JIeTajlb, PSIOM BaJSUIMCh ClI€CapHble MHCTPYMEHTBI: HOXKOBKA, HANMJIBHUKH, TJIOCKO-
ryOIbl U €llle KaKas-TO MEeJIOYeBKa, KOTOPYIO TPYAHO ObLIO pa3iIseTh.

— Hukoro, — cka3ain oH nmoapexasiiemy Ye0oty. — Thl TOIOBOM-TO KPYTH, KPYTH, TIOKA 51 371€Ch
pa3zbuparoch, a T, HE POBEH Yac, KaKoH-HUOY/Ib ICUX MaJbHET B CIIUHY.

— Ara, — cooOpa3un YeboT 1 oThexasl B CTOPOHY.

3aTo BO3HMK KBaJIpaTHBIH, KaK mikad, Tenemnens:

— Hy uro 31€ch?

— Ceityac KOHTaKThI HAIATUM. ThI TOJBKO HE CBETUCH, @ TO C TBOSH MOP/I0i HAC 32 OAHTUTOB
OPUMYT.

— Jla magHo TeOe, — orphI3Hycs TeneneHp.

— DM, xo3suH? EcTh kTO-HUOYAL? Tak s Boiiny? — KkpukHyn Kocts.

— Ects, ecTb. — Ha KppuIbLIEe, IPUXpaMbIBasi, BOZHUK KPEIIKUNA MY>KMK B CHHEH MalKe, CIIOp-
THUBHBIX IITaHAX C BHITSHYTHIMHU KOJICHKAMH U B Tajioniax Ha 6ocy Hory. He cTapblif 1 He MOJI0/10i,
TOJIBKO C PEIKUMH BOJIOCAMH, a €Ille K TOMY JKe U KoiueHoruil. [IpaBas Hora y Hero Oblia BEITHYTa
HapyKy, KaK JIpeBKO JIyka. — Yero HaJ10-T0? — CIIPOCHII OH HEMPUBETIMBO, OJHUM B3IVISIIOM OIpe-
nenus, 4to Kocts BoopykeH.

— Bonuuka ects?

— BoH konozen, — MaxHyJl pyKOH MYKHK.

KocTs cpbirnyn ¢ nomanu v, pasMuHas 3aTeKIIMe HOTH, Bolien Bo 1Bop. Habpan nonsenpa
BO/JIbl, IEMOHCTPATUBHO MOBOPAYMUBASICh K MYKMKY CIIMHOW, U HAITUJICS.

— Xopoias y Bac Bojia, — 3aMETUJ OH, UCKOCA MOMISAAbIBAs HA XO35IMHA JIOMA.

— He xanmyemcsi, — OTBETUI MY>KHK, ISl HA HETO U3yvaroule. — A Tbl OTKyAa Oyaerib?

— U3 neca, — Ha Besikuit cimyyaid coBpait Kocrs. — B Jloyxu enem.

— Tak Jloyxu e B Ipyroi CTOpOHeE.

— 320y IHITHCH.

— A-a-a... TO-TO 5 4y!0, OT T€OS CAMOTOHOM HECET.

— bouto manocts, — ynbiOHynncs Kocers. — Celiuac npaBUIbHBINA MyTh HAMETUM U MOEIEM
nanplie. TonbKo sl XOTeN y3HaTh. ..

Myxuk 3aynbi0ajcs — He 3710, HO M HE 3aUCKUBAOIIE, KaK-TO HeonpezaeneHHo. He ymen eme
KocTst naauth co B3poCabIMU, BEUHO OHU €MY Ka3aJIUCh HEMOHATHBIMU U XUTPBIMU.

—Yero?

— B nepeBHe uyxux HeT?

— Kpome Bac pa3Be 4to, — yCMEXHYIICS MY>KHK.

Pazrnsigen, uto s maman, noust Koctst, BOT 1 oOHaren. OH nmomnpaBuil Ha )KUBOTE KOOypy C
HUCTOJIETOM, YTOOBI MY»HK HE OYE€Hb-TO 3yOOCKaJIMII U 3HAJ CBOE MECTO.

— W Bce-taku? — OH nocTaBui Ha cpy0 Kosonua Bepo. — JloKHbI ObITh YUyXKUE, Mbl 32 HUMU
uzaem ot camoro Tenenrema. OHu Tam Jitojaed youu, — KocTst pernmt HaJaBuTh Ha CO3HATEIBHOCTh
YyIOBLA.

[lycTb 3HaeT, YTO OHM CLIOCOOHBI HA KOE-UTO CEPhE3HOE, XOTS U MOJIOJIBIE.

— Taxk ObI cpa3y u cka3ai, 4To BbI TeJieHrepsl. [IpaBaa, Ha TeneHrepa Thl MEHBIIIE BCETO IMOXOK.

— He noxox, Hy u uto? Tak ectb unu Het? — cnpocusl Kocts, OTKuAbIBas € Ia3 TSHKEIbIN
Oenplil uy0 1 JaBas MOHATH, YTO HE HAMEPEH 00CYKAATh 3Ty TEMY.
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— Tenenreps! Bce YepHBIE HITH PHIKHE, & ThI OCIIBIN.

— S ITpuemsli, — tepnenuBo o0bscHua Kocts.

— A-a-a... CIIBIIIAN O TAKOM, — YJIOBJICTBOPEHHO MPOU3HEC MYKHK. — DTO TeOs Ha TIOTyCTaHKe
BobpoBbrIii Hann?

— Memnsi... — KocTs oT u3ymiieHus naxke He ycren o0pagoBarbesi. — A OTKy/a Bbl 3HaeTe?

OH cz1an cBOM MO3UIIMY MOMEHTAJIbHO, 0€3 BCSIKOTO COITPOTUBIICHHUS, XOTSl HE PUBBIK J10BE-
pATh uyxkakaM. «Ho Belb 3TOT uy’Kak 4TO-TO 3HAET O POAUTENAX!» — MOJTHHUEHOCHO IIPOHECIOCH
y HETO B T'OJIOBE.

— 3eMJIs cllyXaMu IOJIHA, — TANHCTBEHHO OTKJIMKHYJICS MY>KUK U IPY>KECKH YJIbIOHYJICS.

KocTst MOMeHTanbHO IPOHUKCS K HEMY CHUMITaTHEH, OIHAKO KaKOe-TO LIECTOE YyBCTBO 3aCTa-
BUJIO €T0 MOAXBAaTUTh «ILJIa3MaTpoOH» M cleaTh ObICTphIM mmiar 3a cpy0d kxomoxaua. Ha kpbuibLio
BBICKOYHJI, CYy/Isl TIO BCEMY, ChIH MYKHKa. B pykax y Hero OblT OXOTHHYHI KapaOUH C KOPOTKUM
CTBOJIOM.

— A ny! — OH Bckunyn ero u npunenuics B Koctio.

— BwI uto, ¢ my6a pyxaynu? — cripocun Koctsi, He meBesch.

He 10 9T00BI OH HCTyTAaJCs, HO ¥ TPOBOIIMPOBATh HUKOTO HE X0Tel. Beap 10 aToro Bee muio
MUPHO. /]a ¥ 4yBCTBO y HETO OBLIO TAKOE, YTO MAPEHBb HE BHICTPEIIUT.

— Iponpipssiio Oaiiky K enpeHe-(peHe! — mpurpo3uil CblH My>KUKa.

— Te1 uto, ncux? — oceegomuiica Kocrs.

— Ceituac y3Haem, KTo nicux!

— Jlanno, xBatut, CeMeH! — NPUMUPUTENBHO CKa3aJl MYKHMK, OJHAKO, MHOTO3HAYUTEIHHO
misiHyB Ha KocTro: Mo, BOT kakue y Hac apryMeHTsl umetotcsi! — Iloctpensiere ¢ gypu apyr npyra.
Tam ewte Tpoe 3a 3a60pom.
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KoHel o3HakomuTtenbHoro doparmeHTa.

Tekct npenoctabien OO0 «JlutPecy.

[IpounTaiite 3Ty KHUT'Y LEJIUKOM, KYIIUB IIOJIHYIO JerajabHy0 Bepcuto Ha JIutPec.

Bbe3omacHo omnarute KHUTY MO>KHO OaHKOBCKOM KapToit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cueta
MoOMIBHOTO TenedoHa, ¢ IIaTexHoro TepMunana, B caione MTC unu CsasHol, uepe3 PayPal,
WebMoney, Annexc.densru, QIWI Komenek, 60HyCHbIMM KapTaMH WU APYTrUM ynoOHbIM Bam
CII0COOOM.
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